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The Public is Invited… 

5th Annual Cheylin Entrepreneurship Fair 

Stop by the E-Fair and check out the students’ business projects.  

9:15am - View participant projects  
   and visit with resource partners 

10:15am - Speaker   

11:00am - Announcement of Award Winners 
Any person or business interested in creating their own award, monetary or otherwise,  

and judge the participants with their own criteria, can contact Bird City Century II for additional 
information on how to make it happen!! 

 

Support our youth…our future! 
$500, $300 & $200 Scholarship Awards presented on behalf of Bird City Century II Development Foundation 

To list your business,

call 785-332-3162.Business Directory

785-462-6908

800-794-3204

Jeff Dreiling/Sales

Residential & Commercial

ROOFING

FREE

740 E. 4th

Colby, KS  67701

Local DURO-LAST Contractor

ESTIMATES

460-3999 or toll free 1-866-305-3999

Western Kansas Center
for Comprehensive

Dental Diagnosis & Rehabilitation

Jeffrey M. Rayl, D.D.S.
1690 W. 4th • Colby, KS

Bison
Rx compounding & Therapy

Customized prescriptions for patients with unique

medical situations requiring unique medical solutions.

James E. Hampton, RPh, PCCA Member

416 State Street, Suite A

Atwood, Kansas 67730

(785) 626-3237 • (800)  696-3214

Bison Rxcompounding@atwoodtv.net

Flanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders GutteringFlanders Guttering

“A better way to go”

Call for Spring Specials!

Specializing in:

785-694-2865 or 785-462-0632

FREE ESTIMATES

• 5 inch seamless guttering • Roofing

•Windows • Soffit and Fascia

Business Card Order
Dealer: St. Francis Herald                            Date: 5/5/11
Phone: 785-332-3162
Zip Code: 67756
Ordered by: Karen
Quanity: 250 cards
Raglan - White
Lettering Color - Black
No outside line

Advertising Manager
Anita Schmid

aschmid@nwkansas.com
785-332-3162

785-332-3001 (fax)
sf.herald@nwkansas.com

Phone 719-761-6238
PO Box  1050

St. Francis, KS 67756

Bird City Times
Advertising Manager

Tim Burr
tburr@nwkansas.com

3/18/13

785-332-3162
Saint Francis Herald

 67756  1050
Karen

785-332-3162
785-332-3001

karenk@nwkansas.com

X

X

X

Black letters

X

Jensen’s
Kay Jensen – Owner

785-332-2317

Pete Jensen – Salesperson
785-332-8215

Box 281 - St. Francis, KS

rr

Call us for monuments to honor your loved one

We Go That Extra Mile

Tractors - Combines - Farm Machinery
Livestock Equipment - Trucks - Pickups - Trailers

Wednesday, March 19 • 10 a.m. CDT
Across the road west of Hitchcock Co. 

Fairgrounds-Culbertson, Nebraska

Full Sale Bill & Pictures visit: www.vrbasauction.com
Bryan: 308-285-3240 or Gordon: 308-340-5371

26th annual machinery 
consignment auction

The Cheyenne County Conservation District will be 
taking orders for trees and shrubs. 

Order early to guarantee availability. Anyone may or-
der in any amount. Trees will be available 
for pick up on Saturday, April 12, 2014, 
from 8 a.m. to noon. 

We also sell heavy duty fabric weed 
barrier and drip supplies for your wind-
breaks, gardens or landscaping projects. 
Stop by the offi ce on West Highway 36, 
St. Francis or call 785-332-2341 ext. 101 
to order your trees

Trees for Sale 

 

SHAY    

REALTY, INC.    
Tri-State Auction & Real Estate Specialists! 

KANSAS 
COLORADO 
NEBRASKA 

Whether you’re buying or selling, 
call Rhonda Born today at 785-332-2566 

www.ShayRealty.com 

6± ACRES WITH HOME, SHOP & HIGHWAY 36 FRONTAGE: 
Nice 4-bedroom, 2-bath modular home with 1,904 sq. ft. living 
space. Detached 24’x40’ heated garage/shop. Perfect for home 
and/or business location on oil. Just east of St. Francis. 
PRICE REDUCED ON 3-BEDROOM HOME: 1,344 sq. ft. of 
living space with newer windows, roof and insulation. New cen-
tral heat and AC. Carport & sprinklers. 123 E. First. St. Francis.  
ATTRACTIVE BUNGALOW: Updated 1,320 sq. ft. home with 
two bedrooms, hardwood floors and remodeled kitchen with ap-
pliances. Newly painted, with partial basement, new backyard 
fence, and 2-car garage. 222 W. Third, Bird City. 

990 S. Range, Avenue
Colby, KS 67701

785-462-2023

Legislative News Ward Cassidy
120th State Rep

There was only a two day leg-
islative session last week. The 
big news came from the State 
Supreme Court on Friday at 9:30 
am. The high court ordered the 
three-judge district court panel to 
consider whether the Legislature, 
by session’s end, can eliminate 
disparities in funding school dis-
trict capital outlay and Local Op-
tion Budget (LOB) supplemen-
tal funds. The basic idea is that 
wherever the student is from they 
should have a suitable and equi-
table education. Those two funds 
together would be about a $130 
million cost to the legislature.

The issue puts the three judge 
panel squarely between the Leg-
islature and school districts. 
Most school districts want the 
funding, but they are aware that 
if the panel rejects the legisla-
ture efforts, they would lose lots 
of dollars because the panel was 
ordered to freeze funds if the in-
equities are not solved.

My belief is that if the Su-
preme Court would have ruled 
for a $440 million settlement, 
which was the figure most 
thrown around, there would have 
been tremendous unrest between 

the Legislature and Courts. I also 
believe our leadership would 
have just said no to the courts. 
This week should give us a good 
indication on how the Governor 
and Legislature will deal with the 
additional expense.

School lawsuits have gone 
on in Kansas since 1972 and it 
would be wonderful if a lasting 
solution could be found. I have 
said all along that Western Kan-
sas education is not a problem. 
Everything I have seen shows 
me higher graduation rates, at-
tendance rates, and outstanding 
student achievement from our 
area. Unfortunately, there is only 
one school finance formula.

Issues are heating up and it will 
become very interesting in Tope-
ka the next few weeks.  There is 
no doubt that the upcoming elec-
tion will play a big part in how 
leadership proceeds.

A good news item: Kansas ex-
ports grew by more than 6% in 
2013. There was $12.45 billion 
in exports which is the second 
highest total in Kansas history. 
The three biggest areas we export 
to: Canada, China, and Mexico.

Honor Roll

New and renewed Times 
subscriptions: Brendon Haack, 
Bird City; Kevin Burkhalter, 
Benkelman, Neb.; Dan Sowers, 
Bird City; George Banister, 
McDonald; Maj. Michael Lusk, 
San Antonio, Texas.

Dr. Art Barnaby is conducting 
a series of six discussions around 
the state to explain the provisions 
of the new 2014 Farm Bill. He 
will be providing analysis of both 
the primary programs for the 
major crops in Kansas, as well as 
changes to crop insurance.

Dr. Barnaby is an agricultural 
economist at Kansas State 
University. The program will 
focus on the 2014 Farm Bill, 
updated government commodity 
programs, the “new” price loss 
coverage option and agriculture 
risk coverage option, and the 
supplemental coverage option.

Dr. Barnaby’s northwest stop 
will be in Rawlins County, at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall in 
Atwood, on Monday March 24 
from 10 a.m. to noon. It is open to 

all producers interested in learning 
details of the Farm Bill as it relates 
to their farming operation.

No RSVP is required. Snacks 
and refreshments will be provided. 
For more information please 
contact the Cheyenne County 
Extension Office at 785-332-3171 
or the Rawlins County Extension 
Office at 785-626-3192.

Analysis will be given
over new Farm Bill

By Amanda Miller
amiller@nwkansas.com

The Cheyenne County Fair 
Board met Thursday, March 6. 
A portable sale arena has been 
found that the board decided 
to purchase. Also, a letter was 
received addressing the water 
shortage of the Ogallala Aquifer, 
and suggesting the mud volleyball 
tournament be cancelled or moved 
to the new sand pits.

A portable sale arena was found 
by Drew Flemming for the price of 
$3,500, which is at a cheaper price 
than others that were found. After 
some discussion, it was agreed 
to purchase the arena. Treasurer 
Sarah Kinzer issued a check for 
Mr. Flemming to take with him to 
purchase the portable arena. 

President Dick Bursch read a 

letter from Dave Flemming about 
the mud volleyball tournament. 
The letter addressed the water 
shortage of the Ogallala Aquifer, 
and suggested that the tournament 
be cancelled or moved to the 
sand pits south of the swimming 
pool. The board decided to 
continue with the mud volleyball 
tournament this year, with the 
possibility of the tournament 
being cancelled in 2015. 

In a follow up from last 
meeting, treasurer Sarah Kinzer 
reported that she reissued all fair 
checks from 2011-2012. She will 
also reissue all uncashed checks 
from 2013, and all checks can be 
picked up at the extension office. 

Sometime in February, the heat 
in the Exhibit Building was turned 
off. Two pipes broke causing a 

large water leak. Signs are to 
be made stating that the heat is 
not to be lower than 50 degrees. 
Also, Ms. Kinzer reported that the 
carbon monoxide reading in the 
water heater room is significantly 
high. President Bursch said he 
would visit with Heartland HVAC 
about having the room properly 
ventilated.

The judge Blake Krien selected 
has agreed to judge the demolition 
derby this year. Mr. Krien asked 
the board what their opinion 
was of running a Calcutta class. 
After some discussion, Mr. 
Bursch and Mr. Krien said they 
would visit with the Cheyenne 
County Attorney and County 
Commissioners about it. 

Extension agent report
Marty Fear, Cheyenne County 

Extension Agent, reported that he 
and Linda Elfers have mailed out 
the 2014 Fair Book Ad letter and 
submission form. 

Mr. Fear also discussed the new 
swine disease that is from Canada. 
Due to this highly contagious 
disease, there will be no spring 
swine weigh.  Marty will tag the 
pigs himself at their farms.

Finally, Mr. Fear noted that there 
is still no swine superintendent or 
rifle instructor. If anyone knows 
of any interested participants to be 
superintendents, they are to let the 
extension office know.

Next meeting
The next meeting for Cheyenne 

County Fair Board will be on 
Thursday, April 3 at 7 p.m. in 
the Commissioner’s Room at the 
Courthouse.

Fair board buys portable sale arena

Vera (Harp-
er) Kacirek 
was born 
on Feb. 13, 
1922, at the 
farm home 
in north-
west Rawl-
ins County. 
She was 
the young-
est daughter 
of Elmer C. Harper and Bessie 
(Hatch) Harper. 

In 1930, the family moved to 
Benkelman, Neb., where Vera 
attended grade and high school, 
graduating with the class of 
1939. She attended Hastings 
College, acquiring a teaching 
degree.  

After teaching one year at 
Sumner, Neb., she taught fifth 
grade in Benkelman. On Jan. 15, 
1945 she married Laddie Kaci-

rek at St. John’s Catholic Church 
in Beardsley.  

They made their home on a 
farm north of McDonald. In 1959 
they moved to a new home built 
by Laddie and his father, Theo 
Kacirek.

Three children came to make 
a complete family.  They were 
Douglas Linn, Linda Susan and 
David Kevin.

Vera continued her love of 
working with children by being a 
4-H leader for 21 years, and taught 
a second grade catechism class at 
St. Joseph’s Church in Bird City. 
After raising her own children, 
her joy was her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

She was a member of St. Jo-
seph’s Church, Bird City, St. Jo-
seph’s Altar Society and McDon-
ald Area Development. Through 
her love of gardening she joined 
Kansas Associated Garden Club 

in 1961. She served as president 
of the McDonald Garden Club, as 
well as holding district, state, and 
regional offices. For many years, 
Vera and Laddie enjoyed traveling 
to polka dances with the Sunflow-
er Polka Club.

Vera and Laddie moved to 
Prairie Plaza Retirement Center 
in Atwood in 2008. There, they 
continued to make new friends 
and supported the community. 
In April 2011, Vera and Laddie 
moved to the Oberlin Good Sa-
maritan. There, Vera was loved by 
her caregivers and received won-
derful care. Many looked forward 
to seeing her beautiful smile each 
day. 

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Elmer and Bessie 
Harper; her husband’s parents 
Theo and Josie Kacirek, who she 
loved dearly; one son Douglas 
Kacirek, and two sisters Velma 

Mayfield and Leola Jakel, and 
her loving husband Laddie of 66 
years.

She is survived by her daugh-
ter Susie Sabatka and husband 
RJ; son, David Kacirek and wife 
Becky; four granddaughters, three 
grandsons, and 12 great-grand-
children,  sister-in-law, Phyllis 
Wilkinson and husband Kenneth, 
nieces, nephews, and a host of 
friends.

Visitation was held Thursday, 
March 6, at Baalmann Mortuary, 
Atwood. Vigil service was held 
at 6 p.m.; funeral Mass was held 
Friday, March 7, at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, Atwood. Memo-
rials are suggested to Good Sa-
maritan Society Decatur County 
in care of Baalmann Mortuary, 
109 N 2nd St, Atwood KS 67730. 
Online condolences: www.baal-
mannmortuary.com

Vera Kacirek
Feb. 13, 1922 - March 3, 2014

Vera Kacirek

MARCH BIRTHDAY 
celebrants enjoy cake 
at the Senior Center. 
Pictured are Dean Knapp, 
Barbara Waters, Dorothy 
Chipperfield, Dee Dorsch, 
Ruth Rooney, Carol 
Peters. Not pictured Norm 
Dorsch


