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Candidateshave
opportunity totalk

By Karen Krien

All candidates running for
county offices, House of Repre-
sentative and State Senate candi-
dates were given the opportunity
to meet with St. Francisand Bird
City people and give a short talk
on Monday evening. Themeeting
was organized by the Kansas
Right for Life organization and
was originally set to meet at the
city park in St. Francisbeforethe
clouds started building and the
thunder began to boom!

Those candidatespresent were:
Rep. John Faber (R) and Bob
Strevey (D), both running for
State Representative, 120th Dis-
trict; Ralph Ostmeyer and Dan
Rasure, both Republicans and
running for the State Senate, 40th
District; incumbent Ron Krien,
commissioner, District 3; and
Kelly Morris, commissioner, Dis-
trict 2; Chuck Kribs and Gary
Morris, sheriff; Mary Morrow,
and, Deb Patton, representing her
husband Dal e Patton, who will be
running for commissioner, Dis-
trict 2, as an affiliate on the gen-
eral election ticket.

They gaveashort talk on someof
theissuesthey felt wereimportant.
They alsoanswered questionsfrom
theaudience.

Rep. Faber told theaudiencethat
he was “the same guy the people
elected 7 1/2yearsago,” that hewas

apro-live supporter and wouldn’t
signa“notaxincrease” because, to
keep schoolsin northwest Kansas,
it may be necessary.

“When aschool is closed down,
the community dries up and blows
away,” hesaid.

Hewasunhappy withtheclosing
session of the Kansaslegislature’s
no increase for education, noting
that the governor reveal ed that the
state had received a $65 million
windfall andit could havebeenused
for school funding.

Bob Strevey said he had sup-
ported Rep. Faber but thought the
people needed a choice so had
changed his party affiliation from
Republicanto Democrat. A retired
teacher of 31 years, farmer, cattle-
man, and laundry manager at the
Norton Correctional facility, he
said hewasinterested inthedevel-
opment of thisareabecauseif some-
thing doesn’t comein, property tax
will goup. Heisopposedtoborrow-
ingfromdifferent funds, notingthat
when thisisdone, we are just bur-
dening our children and grandchil-
dren.

HeisontheU.S. 36 Association
board and wantsto seeaplan made
to make U.S. 36 stronger, saying
that Missouri will soon be making
U.S. 36 afour-lane highway.

Dan Rasureisconcerned about
the population decrease, schools
and roads. He would like to see

i

eveningin St. Francis.

more businessescomingto north-
west Kansas, focusing on small
manufacturing businesses and
hel ping present businesses to
grow. He said that if the popula-
tion continues the same rate of
decline, in20years, hewill not be
ableto livein northwest Kansas.
Asoneof theyounger candidates,
he informed the audience that he
had majored in business manage-
ment in college and, when asked

Driver winsColoradoder by

Former St. Francisand Bird City
resident Kelly Lampe once again
won the big money at the Greeley
Rocky Mountain Stampede Demo-
lition Derby on Saturday, June 20.

According to an article which
appearedintheGreeley Tribuneon
June 26, the writer Tom Fasanco,
said that Mr. Lampe had walked
away with a first-place check of
$3,100 before an estimated crowd
of 11,000 screaming fans.

Mr. Lampe, in the article, said
“They boomeeverytimel pullin.|
used to paint boo down the side of
my car sothey’ dcheer for me,” Mr.
Lampesaid.

His mother Gerri Lampe, St.
Francis, said sheand husbandBilly,
had attended the Stampedeand said
the guysfrom Colorado weretired
of Nebraskadrivers coming down
andtakingaway all theprizemoney
so they had ganged up on the Ne-
braskadrivers, especialy Kelly and
actually destroyed his car. But be-
forethey ganged up on him, hehad
aready wonthe slop heat, qualify-
ing him to enter the main event.

Mr. Lampe and his pit crew im-
mediately went to work on the car
afteritwaspulled out of theringand
Mrs. Lampe said they had to actu-
ally re-shape the car before work-
ing on the motor to makeit work.
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Lampe, 39, and fellow Nebras-
kanSamWilliams, 27, werethelast
twodriversleftinafinalsfield of 29
beat-up cars. For the fifth or sixth
time, (Lampe said he had lost
count) he, thebald guy from Edison,
Neb., hastakenhomethe4-foottro-
phy.

[t's not as though Mr. Lampe
didn’t have to work for it. Mr.
Lampe, who owns Lampe Motor
Sportsanddrivesal1975 Chevrol et
CapriceClassic, knew what hewas
getting into when he had to elimi-
nateMr. Williamstowinthegrand
prize. Mr. Lampe built the engine
that ran “ Those two guys really
drovetheir heartsout. Whenitcame
downtoit, Kelly realy pulledit to-
gether,” said Jamie Estergaard of
Briggsdale, who finished in third
place. “He's been driving quite a
few years and he put on a good
show.”

Mr. Williams, whoisfromVaen-
tine, Neb., and won $2,000 for his
runner-up finish, ended upridingon
aleft rear rim beforefinally shutting
itdown. Threestraight crunchinghits
putMr. Lampeinthewinner’scircle.

“It was hismotor in my car, and
weruntogether alot,” Mr. Williams
said.“ | wastryingtogethimtoline
up with me front end to front end,
but hewouldn’t doit. He had alot

faster car and I’mdriving atank.”

It' seasy tofigureout why Lampe
isn’t the most popular drive at the
demolition derby. He's won too
muchduringthe14yearshe’ sraced
at the Stampede.

“I"'vewonfirst atleast five, if not
six times, and seven top-two fin-
ishesandtherest aretopfive,” Mr.
Lampe said, whose last victory in
Greeley wasin2001. Heplaced sec-
ondin 2002 and fourth last year.

“Everything’s brand new, the
motor and transmission. That’s
what | do for aliving. | build the
cars,” Mr. Lampesaid.

The confident Lampe, whose
strategy isto usethedriver’ sdoors
as a defensive weapon, drivesin
about 10 derbies ayear across the
country.

“People cuss me because of the
way | drive. I’'madefensivedriver,”
hesaid. “I’'mthereto put on ashow
for the crowd, but most of all I'm
therefor me.”

Mr. Lampe, who said hecanwin
$5,000 to $10,000 during an aver-
ageyear, never tiresof placingfirst.

“1 am so pumped. It snon-stop. |
built thiscarin 11 daysto comeout
hereand| haveaneight-mancrew,”
Mr. Lampe said. “I couldn’t do it
without them. They make the car
cometrue.”

thequestion of what such ayoung
person could bring to thedistrict,
he said that he had saved a com-
pany $6 million with in 6 months
— hefelt that hisbusinessknowl-
edge could be abenefit.

Ralph Ostmeyer said he was a
fourth-generationfarmer. Hehad
servedintheHousefor twoterms,
eight years as a county commis-
sioner and 14 years on the local
school board. He is family ori-
entedandfor pro-live. Hesaid that
if the education tax formulais
changed, northwest Kansanswill
undoubtedly seetheir taxesjump.
He noted that, contrary to some
reports, Kansasstudentsaredoing
“extremely well.”

RonKrienisinhissecondterm.
He said the county budget istight
and thecommissionersaretrying
to make less money go around
without raising taxes. He plansto
continue to build bridges, roads
and control the budget. He noted
that he strongly supported there-
cycling programasit extended the
life of thelandfill. Hewould like
to seethe county purchase adjoin-
ing property to the landfill so,
whenthetime cameto putinmore
cells, the property would be
grandfathered in. When asked if
hazardous waste pick up sites
could bemovedinto thecity lim-
its instead of the landfill, Mr.
Kriensaidthat it would bea most
impossible as the Environment
Protection Agency regulations
require proper containers and
lockersfor theseitems.

Kelly Morris reported that he
was born and raised in Cheyenne
County and was a licensed
plumber and his wife was on the
state school board. He thought,
with Denver only 180 milesaway,
St. Francis/Cheyenne County was
inanideal areato bringin people
and businesses. Hewas asked his
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opinion on consolidation of city
and county businesses. He noted
that he had heard there was over-
lapping of jobsand, withtheneed
to cut back or raisetaxes, it might
benecessary tolook intodifferent
consolidations, referring mostly
to the positions of law officers/
sheriff.

Chuck Kribs said he has been
out, spending at | east four hoursa
day talking to people in the
county. Henoted that what hehad
gathered fromthese peopleisthey
want to see the sheriff
department’ s budget under con-
trol and better service. They are
also concerned about the drug
problem in the county. As Mr.
Kribs' answer to the drug prob-
lem, “weneed agood clear policy
onhow wewill enforcedrug prob-
lemsfairly but toughly.”

Mr. Kribs has spent 30 yearsin
government management work-
ing with Martin Marietta (now
Lockheed Martin) where he re-
tired as executive director. He
worked with solving budget prob-
lems aswell asworking with the
law officers and emergency ser-
vices.

“| think the county needsafull-
time sheriff with good common
sense,” hesaid.

Gary Morrissaid hewasjust an
“ole farm boy” with military ex-
perience. When asked how he
could better manage the budget,
hesaid hethinkssomeof thetrain-
ing could be done in Cheyenne
County. Healso noted that he had
been instrumental in straighten-
ing out an $8 million account
whileinthe Air Force. If elected,
he plans to show up on time and
do the work. He has no law en-
forcement experience but wasin
security while in the military
where it was necessary to “think
onhisfeet.”

Parade
planstold

By Karen Krien

TheCheyenneCounty Fairisless
thanamonth away andwiththefair
comesthe Fair Parade whichis set
for 10am. on Aug. 7 in downtown
St. Francis.

Thisyear’ sthemeis“AsGoodAs
It Gets’ andthereisnotimelikethe
present to start planning afloat for
the parade. The ideas are endless
and theresultswill beworthwhile.

The 2004 Grand Marshall has
been selected and will berevealed
theweek of the parade.

Last year, the parade marchec
downadifferent routeandwill con-
tinuethat sameroutethisyear, start-
ing at the high school and ending at
thewest end of Main Street. Every-
one is encouraged to come down
and enjoy thefun on Main Street.

Thefloatswill be judged begin-
ning at 9:15 a.m. on Saturday. The
antique cars will also be judged at
that sametime.

“1f you want your float judged,
pleasebe present on College Street
west of thehigh school andtheprac-
tice field,” said Gloria Bracelin,
Chamber Secretary.

Theantiquecarsareaskedtoline
up in the drive north of the high
school.

The paradeis being coordinated
by the St. Francis AreaChamber of
Commerce. Parade Committee
members are Carla Lampe, Dawn
Lucas, KimRitter, GloriaBracelin,
Rick Lucas, Brittany Lucas and
BrookeL ucas.

Entry formsareavailableat First
National Bank, Bankwest, the
Chamber office and The Saint
FrancisHerald office.

Student Graduate

Crystal Alaine Mears graduatec
fromtheUniversity of Saint Mary’ s
with a bachelor of arts degreein
psychology and a minor in coach-
ing. Crystal received high honors
and graduated magnacum laude.

Shestarted her collegebasketball
career at Colby Community Col-
legeandtransferred her junior year
tojointhe2002team at the Univer-
sity of Saint Mary’s.

Crystal wasawardedtheNational
Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion Academic All-American dur-
ing her freshman and sophomore
year at Colby. She also wasatwo-
timeNational Association of I nter-
collegiate AthleticsAcademicAll-
American while playing for Saint
Mary’s. Coach Bob Kickner de-
scribed Crystal astheepitomeof the
term student-athleteandamodel for
the National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics Champions of
Character initiative.

Crystal has moved to Lawrence
and isattending summer classes at
Kansas University in preparation
for entering pharmacy school.

Coming Soon -

51st Annual Tri-State
Area Antique Engine

‘E‘- & Thresher Show

Tri-State Antique
Auto Display,

& Flea Market
Bird City, Kansas

Coming in July

Swap Meet

and many photos.

New this year!!
Pre-fair section features 4-
H’ers, fair and carnival
activities, schedule of events
and other interesting
happenings at fair time.
After-the-fair section
features the results

—and—
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Young, Forrest Burr, Jacquelyn Ketzner, Brandon Gordon, Dalton Magnani.
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