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Sebelius hoping
to solve school mess

By Veronica Monier
Norton Telegram
Doug Sebelius knows if he's

tourismand get all of thedepart-
ments working together to see
that Kansas’' diversity of re-

elected, he'll have some [ sources is put to good
major problemstofacein |+ = use.
the state House of Repre- Western Kansas
sentatives, but he thinks _ | needsto make sureto
he’ supfor thechallenge. | keep up with telecom-
TheNortonlawyer will d{ munications, he said,
meet incumbent John [~ because that might be
Faber in the Republican || theway to snare some
primary on Tuesday, | statejobs. Jobsthat are
Aug. 3, for theHouse seat D. Sebelius donein Topekacan be

in District 120. The win-
ner will face Democrat Bob
Strevey of Norcatur inthegeneral
election Tuesday, Nov. 2.

Although there are many prob-
lems in state government, Mr.
Sebelius said the biggest issues
for the 120th district areschool fi-
nance, economic development
and protecting and conserving
water.

Mr. Sebelius said school fi-
nanceshouldn’t belefttothe Kan-
sas Supreme Court to figure out
when the Legislature already
knowswhat needsto be done.

“We need to do something fair
foreveryone,” hesaid. “ Thisisthe
state’s responsibility, not local
government’s.”

He said to solve the school fi-
nanceproblem, thestateneededto
enhance revenue, not borrow
money. To do that, he said, the
stateneeded tolook at eliminating
afew salestax exemptions, rais-
ing thetax on cigarettesand al co-
hol, or putting in ahigher top-end
incometax bracket.

“1"m 100 percent dead set
against raising property taxes,”
Mr. Sebeliussaid.

Hesaid theschool problemisn’t
going to go away overnight, be-
causeitwasn’t created overnight,
but apermanent solution needsto
be found as soon as possible.

“The time for commissioning
studiesand sitting on our handsis
at an end,” he said. “The people
are not happy with the lack of
progress.

“We put alot of demands on
education and to meet that de-
mand, the cost goes up. We
haven't kept up with funding as
inflation rises, and we need to.”

Mr. Sebelius said schools are a
big part of economic devel opment.

“Schools are high on thelist of
what attracts people to small
towns,” hesaid. “ Wewant world-
class education, and people go
wherethat good education can be
found.

“Education is one of the best
economic development ideas
there is. Businesses want highly
educated high school graduates
who also have gone through
higher learning programs.”

He said the state needs to do
moreto promoteand market Kan-
sas products and shouldn’t ex-
clude any idea. Also, he said the
state needsto promote destination

done in western Kan-
sas with the right resources, he
said, and telecommunications
also helps small businesses to
stay on top.

“Weneedto promoteindustry
out here and not over-regulate
small businesses,” hesaid. “We
need to keep small townsattrac-
tive, and we can certainly help
local communities on the state
level by giving them the re-
sources that they need — good
education, training and bringing
anideaoutintoreality.”

Mr. Sebelius said the state
needsto be concerned with wa-
ter policy. Hesaid agood, sound,
long-term water policy is criti-
cal, because nothing will kill a
rural arealike not having water.

Becauseirrigationrightshave
been seriously over-appropri-
ated, thestateisgoingto haveto
begintoretiresomewater rights,
and at the sametime, help farm-
ersto adjust.

Hesaid theunderground aqui-
ferisgoingto disappear if some-
thingisn't doneto start conserv-
ing water. Cities, in addition to
farmers, will suffer for the lack
asit getsmoreexpensivetofind
water.

“You can't make water,” he
said. “ The aquifer is a tremen-
dous resource, but we have to
realize that we've allowed
overusageof itanditisn’t being
replaced. If welosethat, welose
out on all counts, including
keeping western Kansas an at-
tractiveplacetolive.

“1 don’twant to act whenthere
isacrisis. The Legislature can
facilitate this. Water policy has
gottohavetoppriority, likepub-
lic education.”

Mr. Sebeliussaid thestateal so
needstofight theantitrust battle
to keep small farmers in busi-
ness, look into alternative
sources of energy such as solar
and wind power, stop passing
problemsdowntolocal govern-
ments, and be more efficient
with spending. Hesaid hewould
not vote to raise speed limits,
because he feels higher limits
would cause problems, such as
anincreaseinvehiclefatalities.

Mr. Sebeliusisan attorney in
private practice as a partner in
Sebelius and Griffiths LLP in
Norton and is serving his 24th
year asNorton County attorney.

He and his wife Nancy have
two children.
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Faber says schools
topofhispriorities

ByKaren Krien
The Saint FrancisHerald

Rep. John Faber saysschool fi-
nance is among his top
priorities.

He said he had found
the whole “school fi-
nance mess’ to be frus-
trating, especialy in the
last few years of histwo
terms serving the 120th
District in the Kansas
House of Representa-
tives.

Duringthelast legislative ses-
sion, he said, there were three
plansproposed, including alast-
minute proposal to borrow $94
million from the state’s Trans-
portation Fund which would
have to be paid back. It would
havegiven schoolssomemoney,
hesaid, but that plan, alongwith
the others, did not pass. When
the session ended, there was no
more money going to schools,
though there were no cutsin
school funding.

FollowingtheMay 7 end of the
session, he said, legislators
learned of a$65 million windfall
of taxes paid to the state. He said
that Gov. Kathleen Sebelius said
she had not known about it until
then, but Rep. Faber said he
thought that had it should have
been reported earlier. It would
have certainly helped fund
schools, hesaid.

He thinks that, in the fall, the
governor might call aspecial ses-
sion to discuss school finance. A
|ot might depend onwhat the state
Supreme Court rules in a case
whereadistrictjudgehasordered
the state to come up with $1 bil-
lion morefor schools.

Rep. Faber said heworriesthat
if legislatorsarerequiredto come
upwith anew school financefor-
mula, it could be devastating for
small rural schools like thosein
hisdistrict.

“Right now, sales, income and
other taxesfrom Johnson County
are funding schools across the
state,” hesaid. “Inanewformula,
they will want counties to fund
their own schools and, in north-
west Kansas, there are not the
property and salestax dollars.”

Rep. Faber said he wants to
keep therural schoolsopen.

“When schools are closed, the
community dries up and blows
away,” hesaid.

A five-generationfarmer, Rep.
Faber said heis concerned about
the farming economy, realizing
how important it is to this area.
One problem he sees is the in-
creasing dominanceof big corpo-
rations

“There needs to be more com-
petition in the marketplace,” he
said. “We need to break up big
corporationsliketheCargillsand
IBPs and go back to the smaller
corporations. Therejust isn’'t the
competition.

He also seestherising costs of
gasolinein much the samelight.

“There isn't enough competi-
tion,” hesaid

He said that when the price of
gasstarted goingupthisspring, it
was because a company closed
one of the big refineries on the

John Faber

West Coast, and supply and de-
mand pushed the price up.

Rep. Faber said he supports
ethanol-blended gaso-
line, whereatypeof al-
cohol made from grain
ismixed with gasoline,
and said thereare more
ethanol plants being
built acrossKansas.

He thinks the wind
farmswould dowell in
northwest Kansas,
where the wind gener-
ally blows every day. Unfortu-
nately, he said, there are no ad-
equatetransmissionlinestocarry
power out of this area. If acom-
pany would come to this areato
install the wind farms, he said,
they would expect to be subsi-
dized and, not being amember of
the Utilities Committee, Rep.
Faber was not sure just how they
would accomplishthis.

“1 think thisareawoul d benefit
from the wind farms. Sen. Stan
Clark worked especially hard to
bring thewindfarmsto northwest
Kansas,” hesaid.

Hesaidthereareseveral onthe
UtilitiesCommitteefromwestern
Kansas, but losing Sen. Clark,
whowaskilledinatrafficaccident
inMay, could beabigloss.

He said he sees the population
dwindling and businesses dying
throughout much of northwest
Kansas, and the areahasan ol der
population.

“We need to get small manu-
facturing and other businessesto
come to thisarea,” he said. “In
southwest Kansas, there are
packing plants, but we don’t
havethoseinnorthwest K ansas.
We need small manufacturing
businesses like the gasket place
in Goodland, which may grow
into a larger business. These
types of businesses can attract
other such businesses.”

Rep. Faber said hewould like
to see the speed limit on Inter-
state highways go up 5 to 10
miles per hour.

“All the states around us have
higher speed limits,” hesaid.

Healthinsuranceisamaincon-
cern of people across the United
States, as well as Kansas. Rep.
Faber saidthatitisafederal prob-
lemaswell asstateand, if thebills
toMedicaidinsurancekeepgoing
up, “it is going to gobble up the
wholestate’ sbudget!”

“We need to start by lowering
the malpractice insurance that
doctors pay,” he said, “and we
need competition to drive the
pricesdown.

“1 am against socialized health
medicine. Instead of payingforin-
surance and medicine, wewill be
paying higher taxesto pay for the
health care.

Hesuggestedthat Kansascould
get an insurance pool organized,
but to do that, they would haveto
fight the insurance industry and
state agencies.

“Thereisjust no ‘freelunch’,”
hesaid.

John and his wife Renee live
south of McDonald. They have
three sons, Josh, Jerry and Jake,
and four grandchildren. The
Fabers are members of the
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Strevey believes
INtwo-partysystem

By Kimberly Brandt
The OberlinHerald

Hoping to give people a
choice, Bob Strevey, a
retired teacher and mili-
tary man, has pitched
his hat into the ring for
the 120th District state
representative seat once
again.

Mr. Strevey, 61, a
registered Democrat,
said he believesin the
two-party system. By
running, hesaid, hewouldliketo
help strengthen the Democratic
Party inthe area.

Hesaid hehasalwaysbeenin-
terestedinstategovernment, and
that ispart of thereason heisrun-
ning. Mr. Strevey ranfor the seat
twoyearsago, but lost tothe Re-
publicanincumbent, John Faber,
who isrunning again thisyear.

Mr. Faber will meet Republi-
can Doug Sebelius of Nortonin
the primary on Tuesday, Aug.3,
then Mr. Strevey will go against
thewinner.

Mr. Strevey said heisin good
health, with several retirements
under his belt, and time to take
partinthe Legislature.

The candidate serves on the
board of the U.S. 36 Highway
Association and is president of
the Norcatur Citizens Alliance.

As a retired teacher — he
workedthelast year asavolunteer
at the Norton Correctional Facil-
ity—Mr. Strevey said hefeelsthe
school systemismissinganimpor-
tant part — the responsibility of
thechild. Peopletalk about “leav-
ing no child behind,” he said, but
until theresponsibility isputonthe
childtolearn, and kidsaccept that
and want to be educated, things
can't change.

Asfar as money for education
goes, said Mr. Strevey, he thinks
Tim Peterson (the Democratic
candidate for the state Senate in
District40) haditrightinhiscom-
ments at a candidate forum in
Oberlin last week: This problem
needsto be solved in Topeka. He
said he agrees with Mr. Faber
when he said the Legislature had
failed.

People in office in Topeka
didn’t get thejob done, he said.

The school money issue lies
with the Legislature, said Mr.
Strevey. A judge should not be
able to comein and put require-
ments for spending on the school
system.

Education, said Mr. Strevey, is
a service industry. He said he
thinks some of his fellow educa
torshaveforgotten that they need
to providewhat the public can af -
ford.

Mr. Strevey said hewouldfavor
raising taxesto pay for education,
but only if it was necessary.

Anotherissuetheareaisdealing
with is economic development,
whichMr. Strevey saidisn’tanew
problem. He said he can remem-
ber, whenhewasahigh school stu-

Ralph Ostmeyer
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Bob Strevey

As you go to the polls August 3
| would appreciate your vote.
A vote for me will be a vote for

Ralph Ostmeyer

dentinNorcatur, drawingachart on
the population trends. Decatur
County hasbeen going down since
1900, he said.

“Thisis along-term
problem,” said Mr.
Strevey, “and it needs &
long-term solution.”

What is happening in
smaller communitiesin
western Kansasis a re-
flection of what is hap-
peninginlargertowns, he
said. Big agriculture is
running out the small farmers, he
said.

The government farm program
wasmeant to hel pkeep small farm-
ersontheland, said Mr. Strevey, but
government policy has changed.
Now governmentishel ping runout
thesmall farmers.

Inthecity, hesaid, businessesget
breaks and aren’t paying property
tax, yet farmers are having to pay
property tax even whenthey aren’t
making any money off their crops.

“Wehavetorestorehealthtothe
agricultural areato remain grow-
ing,” hesaid.

If the drought continues, he
added, hewould liketo see aprop-
erty tax moratorium or asuspension
of it.

Mr. Strevey said heisinfavor of
anything that will bring additional
industry to the area, including de-
veloping wind farms.

Three steps need to be taken, he
said. Thefirst is that they need tc
work on improving the highway
system, second, promote tourism
andthird, put in placeaprogramtc
help young farmersget started.

Mr. Strevey said niche farming,
growing specialty cropssuchasor-
ganicproduce, could beimportant..

He said people need to be con-
vinced to conserve our scarce war
ter. People should plant more buf-
falo grass, which doesn’t neec
much water, in their lawns. The
water sourceisovercommitted, he
said, and that needsto be cut back.

There needsto be asense of pri-
ority of wherewater shouldgo, Mr.
Strevey said. It needs to be pro-
tected. Onethingthestate could dc
ishelp irrigation farmers get back
todry land farming.

Mr. Strevey lives outside of
Norcatur onthefamily farm. Heand
hiswife Kay havethree daughters,
Trudi, Wendy and Hollie.

The candidate served in the
Army and Army Reserves, retir-
ingin 1992 asalieutenant colonel.
Healsotaughtfor 31yearsinares
towns including Norcatur, New
Almelo, Selden, Park and the
Norton Correctional Facility and
he still farms and works as avol-
unteer at the prison.

He said he plans to get out anc
shake handsand campaign before
the election. Depending on wha
winsthe primary, he said, he may
haveto changehisstrategy alittle.

Intheend, though, Mr. Strevey
said, all thecandidatesareall win-
ners because they are getting
people involved in the political
DIOCESS
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The Senate

Youth may give
advantage inrace

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News
A Goodland man was the first to
announce for the District 40 State

“Weneedtomakeacommitment
that nobody leaves Topeka until
they get something done,” he said.
“Wehavenot seenanythinginfour

Senate seat seven months
ago, andheisworkinghard
in the final weeks before
theprimary el ectiontowin.
We caught up with Dan
Rasure, 22, a2001 gradu-
ate of Goodland High
School, Saturday morning [
whilehewasridinginafair [

years, and the legidlators
have gone home saying
they cannot solveit.
“The property taxes
keepgoingup, and| don’t
feel thisisagood way for
local peopletohavetopay
to keep the school sopen.
“| believe we need a

paradein WaK eeney, and
interviewed him while he
drove on to the next parade in
Grinnell.

Mr. Rasureopenedacampaignof-
ficeat 1011 Main in Goodland in
January, and hasbeenbusy traveling
aroundthe40th District and meeting
people. HeisseekingtheRepublican
nomination for the seat.

“We have driven 32,000 milesso
far,” hesaid. Followingtheparadein
Grinnell, he was headed to Oakley,
thento Scott City, therewasabarbe-
cuein Dighton and then on to Ness
City for thefinal stop of theday.

The Senate district has grown by
three countiesthisyear, and Mr. Ra-
sure seesthat asagood thing.

“Iliketheaddition of thethreenew
counties,” he said. “It brings a new
emphasison oil and gasexploration
whichwehaveinthedistrict, andthe
correctional satdllitefacility in Stock-
ton whichthey want to expand.”

Mr. Rasure served internshipsfor
Congressman Jerry Moran and Sen.
Sam Brownback whilefinishing his
bachel or of businessmanagement at
McPhersonCollegelastyear. Gradu-
ating in December, Mr. Rasure de-
cidedto comeback to Goodland and
work with his parents, Kevin and
Christie Rasure, at the family busi-
ness, Rasure’ sDo It Center.

Whenheannouncedfor theSenate
seat held by the late Stan Clark, R-
Oakley,Mr. Rasuresaidhefeltitwas
timefor achangeafter 10 years.

“We have seen declining popula
tionand| feltitwastimetostopthat,”
hesaid.“WhileClark had many posi-
tive points, he had been therefor 10
years and | felt it wastime for a
change.”

Mr. Rasure said he believes his
youth is more of an advantage, and
that hisenthusiasmisan asset.

“1 think being young isan advan-
tage,” hesaid, “ because peoplewant
to seetheyoung peopleget involved
and know that we need that type of
enthusiasm to help keep peoplein
northwest Kansas.”

Asked to compare himself to his
Republican opponent, Rep. Ralph
Ostmeyer of Grinnell, Mr. Rasure
sai d hethinksheknowstheeducation
system better.

“| understandtheeducationsystem
and how important itistothe area,”
hesaid.“|f wedon'thaveachangewe
may seeasmany asfivedistrictsclose
in the next year or two. There are
many in trouble like Quinter, and
therehavebeenlargecutsinOberlin.

“Ostmeyerispart of theproblemas
hehasbeenontheeducationcommit-
teeforyearsand hissol utionhasbeen
‘letitrain, and everything will beall
right.’

“Wehaveseendroughtsandtimes
of rain, but the popul ation continues
to decline, and our schools arein
troublenow.

“1 think agriculture isimportant,
andawayswill beinour area, butwe
need moreto bring peopleto our cit-
iesand counties.”

L ookingat theschool financesitu-
ationMr. Rasuresaysitistimefor the
hard decisions.

Dan Rasure

statewideplan,andthatwe
probably only haveayear
or two to convince the representa-
tivesfrom Johnson County that they
should support a statewide school
financeplan.”

If thereneedstobeatax increase
tosolvetheschool financeproblem
Mr. Rasurewould support it, but it
isnot hisfirst choice.

“1 have been very frustrated be-
cause my opponent has said one
week he would approve atax in-
crease, but thenext week hesayshe
will not,” Mr. Rasure said. “He
signed the tax pledge saying he
would not increase taxes, but has
brokenitinhisvotingin Topeka.

“1 would not sign thetax pledge
because | feel that is a closed-
minded way to approach tough de-
cisonsanelectedpersonfaces. The
ideathat ‘wecanfix it nextyear is
what hasgotten usinto trouble.”

The drought has hurt farmers,
banks and downtown businesses,
andMr. Rasuresaidhebdlievesitis
agoodtimetopusheconomicdevel-
opment.

“Weneedtomakesurewearenot
overtaxingpeopleandwork tokeep
asmany hereaspossible,” hesaid.
“Economic development is one of
those things where you have to
spendsomemoney tobringthebusi-
nesstothearea

“We can grow someof our own,
but ... it seemsto me... the state
should take amore activerolein
hel pingsmall business, likewehave
intourism.”

Takingaboutthecostsof agricul-
tureleadsto the subject of water.

“Weareawaysgoingto becon-
cerned about the aquifer,” Mr. Ra-
suresaid. “Wedon'tknow what we
have, butwedoknowwhat thedrops
inwater level are....

“Weneedtobesureweareusing
water efficiently. Wedon't want to
see northwest Kansas run out of
water. [twouldbedevastatingtoour
wholeareaif thewellsbeginstodry
up.

“I am not in favor of Sen.
Brownback’ sproposal tobuy water
rightsback,” hesaid. “I know alot
of peoplewould doit, but | think it
wouldtakeamoney out of our area.

“Wehaveanolder farming base,
and| don’twanttoseethem cashout
becauseit isgood for them and not
leavetheyounger farmer anoption.”

Lookingat Kansas10yearsfrom
now, Mr. Rasuresaidhehasavision
of progressand stores opening and
schoolshaving to expand.

“1 have avision that we are see-
ing storesopen and schoolshaving
tohireteachersbecausethepopula
tionisincreasing,” hesaid. “Itisa
nicevision, butitisgoingtotakea
lot of work to get there.

“We haveto start today, pulling
oursalvesupandhel pingeachother.
Weneed towork together.

“Being young, | can bring aper-
spectivetothel egidaturethatisnot
thereto let people know that there
isagood lifein northwest Kansas.
Part of thatisdiversificationandre-
lyingonmorethan agriculture.”

Democrat will be
onticketon Nov. 2

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

Born and raised in Oakley, Tim
Peterson isthe only Democrat vy-
ing for the 40th Senate =
District seat that came
openfollowingthedeath
of Sen. Stan Clark ina
dust stormlast May.

With Republicans
Ralph Ostmeyer of
Grinnell and Dan Ra-
sure of Goodland bat-
tlingitout, Mr. Peterson
won't know until after
the August primary who his chal-
lenger will be.

Hesaidhehadn’t plannedonrun-
ning for the Senate, but plans
changedwhenMr. Clark waskilled
earlier thissummer.

Mr. Peterson has served as the
chair for the First District Demo-
crats since 2001 and was its trea
surer from 1995-2001.

Mr. Peterson said histop priori-
tieswill beschool financeandhedlth
care issues. When asked if he be-
lievesschool inKansaswill gartthis
fall, despiteadistrict court order in
Topeka, he said, “Of course. The
Kansas Supreme Court knowsthe
importanceof schools.”

Admittingthat theproblemswith
school financedidn’t happenover-
night, hesaid, itisn’'t somethingthat
will befixed overnight either.

Asfor any increasesin school fi-
nance and where the money will
come from, Mr. Peterson said he
will not support unnecessary taxes.

“Therearetwoimportantquestions
that mustbeanswered,” Mr. Peterson
sad."“Fird,canwemakemoredollars
availablefortheclassroomby stream-
lining adminigtrative costs? and sec-
ond, arethere areasin our state gov-
ernment where we can reallocate
money tobeused by schools?’

Mr.Petersonsaidheis' tconvinced
thet thegtateneedstorai setaxes.

“If taxesmust beraised,” hesaid,
“I' will not support any legidation
that rai sesproperty taxes.”

With respect to health care and
the state’ srolein the current situa-
tion, Mr. Peterson said he believes
the state should work to lower the
cost of health careand hel p expand
the prescription drug program.

“Our senior citizens should not
have to choose between medicine
andfood,” hesaid, “and the costis
asoforcingmiddleclassfamiliesto
gamble on their health care needs.
Thisisnot right.”

Proper health careshould bepro-
videdtoeveryone, hesaid, andthat
can be done without socialized
health careplans.

A great potential for jobsinKan-
saswould beto look at economic
devel opment based onval ue-added
industries, hesaid.

“Likewise, we have only begun
totapour tourismindustry innorth-
west Kansas,” Mr. Peterson said.
“Wemustwork together asanorth-
west Kansasregion to devel op our
tourismindustry, and that will take
leadershipthat | will trytoprovide.”

Closertohome, Mr. Petersonsaid
he believes peopleinthisarea are
concernedwiththesurvival of their
families.

T. Peterson

“We want the best for our chil-
drenandour older parents,” hesaid,
“andwewanttokeepourtownssafe
and healthy.”

Kansasisthe best place
toliveand hewantsto see
it stay that way.

Mr. Peterson said he
thinkswe must encourage
development of ethanol al-
cohol plantsand other ag-
riculture-related indus-
tries.

“The increase demand
for grain by ethanal plants
raisesthelocd grainprices,” hesaid.
“A few centsper bushel increasein
theloca priceof graintrandatesinto
millions of dollarsto becirculated
locally.”

There are no easy solutionsin
keeping peoplefarming, hesaid.

“Structural changesto agricul-
ture haveturned farmersinto man-
agers,” hesaid, “and smaller prof-
itsper acrehaveforcedfarmingop-
erationsto becomelarger.”

Mr. Peterson said, the best thing
the government can do regarding
thedroughtistoprovideneeded ser-
vices as efficiently as possible to
keeptaxeslow.

“I will support effortsby Kansas
State University to develop new
crops and new varieties of old
crops,” hesaid.

The Peterson family farmsland
east of Page City, in northwest Lo-
ganCounty, growwhesat, milo,corn
and sunflowerson 2,800 acres.

With the state budget still in the
red, Mr. Peterson was asked what
theLegidatureshould do.

“I believethat administrativecost
for state government should bethe
same as any well run business or
charity,” hesaid, " andthatis, around
3to 5 percent of thetotal budget.

“I don't think we have reached
thisobjective, andif economicfac-
tors change, we must be prepared
for worst-case scenarios.”

Another economicdevel opment
issueMr. Peterson believesiscriti-
cal isthestate’ shighways. Hesaid
thestatemust continueitshighway
program, whichhesaidiscritical for
economic development in north-
west Kansas.

Hesaidhewould supportraising
thespeed limit.

“Everyoneisdriving faster than
the speed limit anyway,” he said,
“andthisdoesn’ tencouragerespect
forlaws.”

Mr. Peterson and his wife
Rebekahhavetwochildren, ages12
and 10. Hiseducational background
includesaBachelor of Artsdegree
fromtheUniversity of Kansaswith
amajor ingeography and quantita-
tivemethods(statistics). Twoyears
ago, he became nationally regis-
teredasanemergency medical tech-
nician and serves with the Logan
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vice.

He is the past chairman of the
Farm ServiceAgency statecommit-
teeand currently servesasthevice-
chair of the Kansas Agricultural
Remediation Board. Mr. Peterson
wasappointedtotheboard by Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius and confirmed
by the Kansas Senatein January.

Ostemeyer weighs
INn on several 1Issues

By Tisha Cox
Colby Free Press
Ralph Ostmeyer of Grinnell
gaveup hisseat inthe state House

said, cities, counties and devel op-
ment directorsneed to get involved
to“ createabusiness-friendly atmo-
sphere and have incentives to en-

of Representativestorun
forthe40th District Sen-
ate seat thisfall.

Rep. Ostmeyer, 61,
hadfiledtoretainhisseat
asrepresentative for the
118th District, but with-
drew to run for the Sen-
ate seat that had been

couragenew businessesto
relocate to western Kan-

Rep. Ostmeyer said he
isin favor of alternative
energy Sources.

“1 support wind farms
and ethanol production,”
hesaid. “| hel ped passtax

filledby Oakley resident
StanClark after hisdesth
two monthsago.

Rep. Ostmeyer and Goodland
Republican Dan Rasure will face
each other inthe primary election
Aug. 3, thenthewinner will goup
against Democrat Tim Peterson of
Monument.

Having just completed his sec-
ond term in the House, Rep.
Ostmeyer said heisgiving up his
seat to run for the Senate because
he feels a conservative needs to
continueoninthe40th District seat
toprotecttheinterestsof northwest
Kansas, help reinforcetraditional
family valuesandtotakeastandon
issueslike school funding.

By e-mail, Rep. Ostmeyer an-
swered questionsabout hisstance
onissues ranging from school fi-
nanceand economic devel opment
towater issuesandtransportation.

On theissue of school finance,
Rep. Ostmeyer said he supports
“adequatefunding” for kindergar-
ten through 12th grade education
for al studentsin Kansas with as
littleof themoney aspossiblecom-
ing fromthe property tax.

“1 would hopethe Kansas L eg-
islature would develop school fi-
nance legislation which provides
for minimal reliance on the prop-
erty tax for support of public el-
ementary and secondary schoals,”
he said. “ Schools will open this
fall,andthemoney isalready bud-
geted.”

He said taxes shouldn’t be
raised. As soon as the economy
takesaturnfor the better, hesaid,
he' dliketo seesomecutsrestored
in the state budget. Those would
include demand transfers, money
the state usually givesback to cit-
ies and counties for property tax
reduction. Rep. Ostmeyer said it
wasoneof thefirstthingscut when
the state hit budget troublesand it
needsto berestored to higher lev-
elsto helplocal governments.

On economic development, he
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incentives my first term
for ethanol production.”

Rep. Ostmeyer also said farmers
don’t need any new regulations
tossed their way.

“Thisnew 2004 economic devel -
opment act will addresssomeof the
problems in western Kansas,” he
said. “| have always supported di-
versifiedfarmingand most farmis-
suesaresolvedonthefederal level.”

Water was another issue he
weighedinon.

“Thestateiscurrently workingon
water issues,” Rep. Ostmeyer said.
“We need to make suregenerations
to come have access to water. We
must conserve.”

He touched on transportation
and health care. Rep. Ostmeyer
said he supported the 2004 trans-
portation planand hesaidrail ser-
vice needsto be protected, which
would help save wear on roads.
He doesn’t support increasing
speed limits in the state because
hethinkspeoplearealready driv-
ing too fast.

Rep. Ostmeyer saidthestatemust
find ways to control health care
costs or it will “consume the total
state budget inthefuture.”

“Sociaized health careisnot the
answer,” headded.

Asfar asissuesinnorthwest Kan-
sas are concerned, Rep. Ostmeyer
said hethinksthemost pressingis-
sues are protection of the grounc
water supply, money for local gov-
ernment and trying to stem popul a-
tionlossintheregion.

“When| talk about local govern-
ment, that includes cities, counties
and schools,” hesaid.

Rep. Ostmeyer and hiswife Kay
have seven children and 13 grand-
children. A fourth-generation
farmer, Rep. Ostmeyer and hiswife
farmwiththeir oldest son Terry.

Heis amember of Immaculate
Conception Churchof Grinnell anc
enjoys spending time with his
grandchildren and working on an-
tiquecars.
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BILL FIEDLER

Primary Candidate 4
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With your support | will bring integrity,
honesty, dedication and decisivness
back to the office.

“Your Vote Would Be Appreciated.”

Pol. adv. pd. for by Bill Fiedler, Trea.

Haigler Bluegrass
Breakdown

Sun., Aug. 8 ® 48 p.m., mMT

at Village of Haigler Park = Haigler, Neb.
(jam session from 2-4 p.m.)

Bring your
lawn
chairs!

Featuring:

[JOPENING ACTS: Bluegrass Shieks and One

Lucky Guy from the Front Range in Colorado
[1Main act: The Bluegrass Patriots Of Fort Collins

[J ALSO FEATURING: ‘Big A’ Weekley host of Big Al'

Bluegrass Show on KRVN Radio in Lexington, Neb.
Meal available in the park by Cowboy Caterin -
Mardell & Stacy Duvel - Max, Neb.
Free Will Donation Proceeds go towards the purchase Christ-
mas Lights for the Village of Haigler!

2004 BLUEGRASS SPONSORS
PALISADE
HAIGLER R - BENKELMAN
The Lodge Southwest Public Power District  giate Bank
Windmill Angus Ranch mpera c(')ﬁ”ntprsi'o’:d'- Harold Knoles, Inc.
Pasture Patchin First State Bank BWTelcom
Dundy Ag Service, Inc. Frenchman Valley Co-op Valle_y Farm, Inc.
Haskell Carpentry Adams Bank & Trust A_mFlrst Ins. Services
Olson Livestock & Seed, Inc. WRAY meoln_FederaI
Jake's Place . . Savings Bank
Family Market SteggsAerial Spraying, Inc. Twin Forks Clinic
St Francis Eqity Rainbox Fabrics & Crafts Hudson Construction

Wagon Wheel Bed & Breakfast

Equitable Savings & Loan
Wray State Bank

McCOOK

Hershberger Music Store

Cheyenne County does NOT need
another “good old boy” Sheriff!

Cheyenne County NEEDS a Sheriff who:

= Manages the budget

= Takes every case to closure

= Puts in a full work week

= Treats everyone fairly and equally

e |s tough on drugs

e |s a team builder and communicator

and

| AM

THAT
PERSON!

VOTE for CHUCK KRIBS August 3rd
EXPERIENCED - QUALIFIED - DETERMINED

Pol. adv. pd for by Chuck Kribs, trea.




