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Rent of the fair building discussed

By
Marty

Fear

Across the County

County Extension Agent

Yes, This Really Is the Time to 
Control Dandelions.

The best time to control dan-
delions, henbit and chickweed in 
lawns isn’t a matter of obvious 
logic. Rather than spring, it’s in 
early November, just before these 
broadleaf weeds go dormant for 
winter.

“Even well-established dande-
lions are easier to control then. 
At other times of year, sprays 
typically kill top growth, but 
sometimes leave the roots ready 
and able to sprout again,” said 
Ward Upham, horticulturist with 
Kansas State University Research 
and Extension.

“All three weeds are preparing 
for winter in late fall by actively 
moving materials from their leaves 
to the roots,” Upham explained. 

So, a herbicide application will 
translocate down, too, killing the 
plants from the roots up. 

Besides that, henbit, chickweed 
and some dandelions are young, 
tender and easier to control in ear-
ly November, he said. Dandelions 
typically produce a flush of new 
plants in late September. Henbit 
and chickweed are winter annuals 
that go to seed during the growing 
season. Their next generation of 
plants germinates in October, get-
ting a start on spring. 

“The important thing to remem-
ber is that the better the weed is 
growing, the more weed killer 
will move from the leaves to the 
roots. Cold weather will slow or 
stop this process. So, you need to 
choose a day when it’s 50 degrees 
or higher,” Upham said. 

The traditional herbicides to 
use are lawn-safe formulations 
of 2,4-D or combination products 
that contain 2,4-D, MCPP and 
Dicamba (e.g., Trimec, Weed-B-
Gon, Weed-Out), he said. A newer 
product that will produce a quicker 
response -- especially as tempera-
tures approach 50 F -- combines 
carfentrazone with 2,4-D, MCPP 
and Dicamba. It’s sold under such 
trade names as Weed Free Zone 
and Speed Zone.

For more information contact 
the extension office at 785-332-
3171 or www.cfear@ksu.edu. 

Till next week - Marty

Program cuttoff date extended

Thanks for a great season Cougars!

We are proud to be your fans

2010 FOOTBALL TEAM — Back row ( l to r): Heath Churchwell, Adam Orten, Jeremiah White, Dalton Magnani, Wil Orten, Caleb Frink; third row:  
Heath Antholz, Chris Walden, Craig Busse, Caleb Keltz, Adrian Garcia, Mitchel Jensen, Jared Cahoj, Asst Coach Dennis Hengen, Asst Coach 
Anthony Blair, Head Coach Max Keltz; second row: Manager Rachel Keltz, Noah Jones, Ethan Young, Joshua Keltz, Kenan Reeh, Cory Rucker, 
Austin Manners; front row: Justin Culwell, Ty Carmichael, Eddie Frisbie, Walker Janicke, Luis Solis.
                                                                                                                                                     Photo courtesy of Darci Shields, Portraits by Darci

Bird City Times 
Bressler-Young Aviation  
Channel Seed - 
    Cort & Meghann Antholz 
Doug & Karen Flemming 
Deeds Farms -  John & Darla 
First National Bank -  Bird City 
Frewen Insurance Agency 
Frontier Ag 

Hendricks Farms 
Leach Insurance Agency 
Hometown Market 
Hot Brush 
Joan Banister Agency 
McDonald Grocery 
Peoples State Bank 
Portraits By Darci Schields 
Prairie Land Electric 

Smith Farms 
Tri- State Antique Engine &   
         Thresher Assoc. 
Tri-State Irrigation 
Walden Farms -  
         Eldon & Laura  
Bradley & Barbara Waters 
Wright Insurance Agency 
Radean & Velda Wright

By Karen Krien
karen.k@nwkansas.com

Coming out on the rental of the 
building at the fairgrounds in St. 
Francis was discussed when the 
Cheyenne County Commission-
ers met on Friday. The fair board 
president will take the commis-
sioners’ suggestions back to the 
fair board on Thursday.

Dick Bursch, fair board presi-
dent, said, when the building at 
the fairgrounds was remodeled 5 
years ago, the commissioners (not 
the present three) had told the fair 
board that the building was to be 
available to the communities and 
it was not to be used for making 
money.

While that is good, Mr. Bursch 
says that they are losing money on 
some functions held at the building. 

He talked about the gas bills when 
the furnace was not turned down 
and it ran for several days. There 
was another time when the doors 
were left open even though the 
temperatures were extremely cold 
and, again, the gas bill soared.

Turning off the utilities and 
draining pipes was discussed, but 
it was noted that each time there is a 
rental, the utilities need to be turned 
on and there is that expense.

They had looked at trying to find 
a thermostat that would automati-
cally shut off but if they could get 
one, it was very expensive.

The building, Dale Patton, com-
missioner, said, is not there for 
a service and then lose money. 
Andy Beikman, commissioner, 
suggested converting everything 
to propane and there would be 

no hookup fee, however it would 
require new lines and the furnaces 
converted.

Most people, Mr. Bursch said, 
are very conscientious– it just 
takes a few.... 

The commissioners finally 
agreed that the deposit on the 
building should be high enough to 
cover the expense if the furnaces 
are not shut down. 

Mr. Bursch said, that after all 
the bills had been paid, they had a 
little over $1,700 in the account. 
The books had been audited by the 
county attorney and had cleared.

He said the water lines on the 
fairgrounds are getting old. They 
have replaced five hydrants and 
had a major leak which was re-
paired. 

To help with expenses, the board 

had the telephone on the grounds 
removed. It was noted that almost 
everyone has a cell phone and, 
if they don’t, they can probably 
have access to someone else’s. 
Removing the phone saved the fair 
board $500.

Road and bridge 
department report

Dave Flemming, road and bridge 
supervisor, had recently attended a 
meeting and learned that the state 
of Kansas was doing away with 
the 5-year plan. Counties will still 
have allocations.

With the Kansas Department 
of Transportation’s 5-year plan, 
there was a 80-20 payment. The 
Department picked up 80 percent 
and the county paid the other 20 
percent. With the state’s plan, 
the state will pay 90-cents on the 
dollar and the county will pay the 
other 10 cents. 

There is also not the red tape, 
Mr. Flemming said, Good, safe 
bridges can be built for less mon-
ey. There will still be inspections 
and engineering costs.

In this plan, the state will also 
help pay for other projects includ-
ing chip sealing roads. 

The biggest problem with this 
plan is that the county has to have 
the money to cover the costs even 
though the state will pay the 90 
percent. However, after the first 
project, it can be used to start the 
next project.

Mr. Flemming went over the 
roads the crew had recently grav-
eled, told about a two-span bridge 
the crew had turned into a four-
span bridge. Harvest is about 
over and the county roads will be 
assessed.

The county’s bridge inspections 
will start in December. The county 
has approximately 92 bridges.

Mr. Flemming also noted that 
sickness and injuries have left the 
department short of help.

In other business
In other business:
• The commissioners signed 

an agreement for the Southwest 
Regional Detention Center.

• They also talked about the 
costs for jail keep, noting that it 
is impossible to budget for some-
thing like this when they don’t 
know how much it is going to be. 
Two prisoners in jail for 433 days 
had cost the county $17,320.

• The commissioners agreed to 
table signing the Memorandum of 
Agreement for Vulnerable Needs 
Registry until more information 
was available.

Next meeting
The next meeting of the com-

missioners will be at 8 a.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 8, where they will 
count the votes from the general 
election.

The next regular meeting will be 
held on Monday, Nov. 15, starting 
at 8 a.m. in the commissioners 
room in the courthouse.

The cut-off date for the pro-
ducer applications in the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service’s 
Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram has been extended said the 
service chief, Dave White. The 
date has been extended to Jan. 7.

“We’re extending the deadline 
for applications to Conservation 
Stewardship Program to provide 
agricultural producers more time 
to complete their applications,” 
said Mr. White. “This will help 
farmers, ranchers, and forestry 
producers by giving them more 
time and hopefully allow even 
more producers to participate in 
this program.” 

“With the additional time, farm-
ers can use the program’s self-
screening checklist to determine 
if the program is suitable for their 
operation and then go to their 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service office and sign-up for it,” 
said Eric B. Banks, the service’s 

State Conservationist in Kansas.
The Conservation Stewardship 

Program checklist highlights basic 
information about  the program’s 
eligibility requirements, contract 
obligations, and potential pay-
ments. It is available from local 
Conservation Service offices or 
online at nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
new_csp/csp.html.

“The Conservation Steward-
ship Program has proven popular 
with stewardship-minded and 
conservation-conscious Kansas 
producers who have been stewards 
of the land for over 75 years,” said 
Mr. Banks. “So, it is only natural 
that Kansas is a leader in produc-
ers eligible for the program.”

Kansas producers enrolled over 
1.2 million acres in 875 contracts 
for over $17 million.

The Conservation Steward-
ship Program is offered in all 
50 states, District of Columbia, 
and the Pacific and Caribbean 

areas through continuous sign-
ups with announced cut-off dates 
for ranking periods. The program 
provides many conservation ben-
efits including improvement of 
water and soil quality, wildlife 
habitat enhancement, and adop-
tion of conservation activities 
that address the effects of climate 
change.

All producers are encouraged 
to apply for Conservation Stew-
ardship Program. The program, 
authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill, 
offers payments to producers who 
maintain a high level of conserva-
tion on their land and who agree 
to adopt higher levels of steward-
ship. Eligible lands include crop-
land, pastureland, rangeland, and 
nonindustrial forestland. 

The Natural Resources Con-
servation Service is celebrating 
75 years helping people help the 
land. 
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