Big Brothers, Sisters
offer mentoring

ERIN MANNING,
executive director
Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Norton County

January is known for many
things-cold weather, New Y ear
resolutions, and the month you
step onthescaleand regret eating
all of those holiday goodies.

At Big Brothers Big Sisters,
January is National Mentoring
Month.

Y ou've probably heard of Big
Brothers and Big Sisters and
maybe you're familiar with the
lingo. Big brother/sister, little
brother/sister,and match areafew
of the most important words we
tossaround.

But, mentoring is exactly what
the programisall about.

Mentoring produces important
results.

Children matched with a men-
tor arelesslikely tousedrugsand
alcohol, have violent confronta-
tions and skip school. They are
morelikely to haveapositiveatti-
tude, better grades and school at-
tendance and positive relation-
shipswith adults.

Who would think that connect-
ing two strangers of different age
groupscouldprovidesuchsignifi-
cant results? Just having an adult
friend, whocaresaboutyouandis
interestedinwhat youdomakesall
the differenceintheworld.

Someone just asked me last
week, “ Aretherereally that many
kidsin Norton County that needa
programlikeBigBrothersBigSis-
ters?’

My answer was yes, it is esti-
mated that 200 children here
qualify for the program.

Citizen
brings In
theft suspect

By BRANDON GAY

A man suspected of takingwhat
didn’t belong to him was brought
into the Norton County Sheriff’s
OfficeSaturday morningby L ucas
Maddy, 20, according to Norton
County Sheriff Troy Thomson.

Mr. Maddy suspected Christo-
pher Zvolanek of theft when he
noticed him driving away with
what appeared to be property be-
longing to the Maddy family
ranch.

Mr. Maddy stopped Mr.
Zvolanek, detained him and
brought him into the sheriff’ s Of-
fice at about 2:18 am. on Satur-
day.

Accordingto Sheriff Thomson,
Mr.Maddy wascarryingagun, but
did not necessarily bring the sus-
pect in at gun point.

The suspect had a probable
cause hearingandisbeingheldin
the Norton County jail.

Authoritieshaveuntil Friday to
file formal charges in district
court.

In the meanwhile, Sheriff
Thomson told Norton County
Commissioners on Monday he
was proud of Mr. Maddy, but un-
fortunately can’ thirehimbecause
heisn’'t old enough.

Theprogramismostly focused
on helping children from single
parent families, but any child can
take part with areferral from a
teacher, counselor or other social
service agency.

A commonmythisthat weonly
helptroubled childrenand adoles-
cents. Many children enrolled in
our program are honor roll stu-
dents, star soccer playersand tal-
ented artists.

BecomingaBigBrother or Sis-
ter, doesn’t meanyou haveto pull
rabbits out of a hat or put on a
three-ring circus every time you
seeyour littlefriend. It’ snot about
trying to entertain the child; it's
about spending timetogether.

What you do when you'’ re to-
gether isn’t as important as the
friendship and bond you develop
from spending time with each
other. Ninetimesout of ten, when
| ask achild what is the favorite
thing, they will tell mejust spend-
ingtimetogether or “ hanging out”
intheir terms.

Finding time to spend with a
little brother or sisterisassimple
asfittingtheminto somethingyou
are already planning to do —
buildingabenchinthewood shop,
cooking supper , watching your
favoritebasketball teamor reading
abook.

There is al'so a misconception
that if you decidetovolunteer, we
pick achild for you.

Volunteersselect thechildthey
feel they would dobest withbased
on age, interestsand activities.

Asitistraditionto set goalsand
resolutionsfor the New Y ear, we
have done the same.

During 2004, our goal isto
match 50 children. Thismeanswe
need to find 30 new volunteers.

Do you think you could be the
next person who makes a differ-
enceinthelifeof achild?

For moreinformation, call 874-
4200.

Articles related to mentoring
will appear throughout Januaryin
honor of National Mentoring
Month.
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The hill at EImwood Park, a popular winter attraction, was filled with sledders in the
afternoon living-up the final hours of their break from school. Austin Danner’s ride
down the hill may have exceeded the speed limit. — Telegram photo by Brandon Gay

Paperwork threatens
proposed landfill

(Continued from Page 1)

representative of BG Consult-
ants to come to a commission
meeting towork out the problems
the state has with the proposed
landfill.

“We' rerunningout of options,”
Mr. Miller said.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

« Accepted an amended, pub-
lished budget toallow for transfer
carry-over cash in several areas
and due to extra, unforeseen ex-
pensesat theairport.

* Received information from
County Treasurer CynthiaLinner
that the county would be getting
$14,801 in sales taxes from the
state before the end of the year.
Thisis aonce-a-month distribu-
tion, shesaid.

* Held a 15-minute closed ses-
sionwithMr. Sebeliusand Merril
Tibbettstodiscussapossiblelaw-
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The New Year started off in the 60’s, then after a light
snow over the weekend, this week started off in the
Lows the last two nights have dropped
below zero and afternoon highs have remained below
freezing. The rest of the week 40 and 50-degree weather
The next chance for precipitation will be
Sunday when another system moves over the Rockies
possibly spreading light show over the High Plains.
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suit.

* Interviewed three people for
the job of Emergency Medical
Services Director and afull-time
jobasanemergency medical tech-
nician. Twoof theinterviewswere
with people who had previously
talked to the commissioners.

 Found out that Derek Kats
wanted to know if aroad could be
closed. Theroad, atrail really, said
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannan, was opened in 1880.

“Probably nothing has been
done to it since the 30s,” Mr.
Brannan said.

Mr. Katstalked to Mr. Sebelius
about how to go about getting the
road closed.

* Heard that abridge on County
Road W12, OS32, near Clayton
will beremovedand ashoo-fly put
in so that the bridge can be re-
placed next year.

« Signed ayearly contract with
Developmental Servicesof North-
west Kansas for services for
county residentswithdisabilities.

* Heard that a deed to give the
runway at theairporttotheCity of
Norton needstoberedonebecause
itisnot correct.
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Snow
blankets
area crops

(Continued from Page 1)

cally doesn’t get alot of mois-
ture during the winter months. In
2003, the area had about 25 per-
centlessthanthe30year average,
but in 2002, it had 75 percent | ess
than the 30 year average.

He said because of the lack of
rain in the fall, the crops really
needtimely springraintosurvive.
Because of that lack of fall mois-
ture, hesaid not to betoo optimis-
tic about the wheat.

“We arein amoisture deficit,”
Mr. VanSkike said. “The winter
wheat and the pastures didn’t get
themoisturethey neededinthefall
and we really need some good
springrains.

“Whenit comesdowntoit, it’ s
not how muchmoistureweget, but
whenwegetit.”

Emergency
class planned

(Continued from Page 1)

vices Acting Director Andy
Nielsen said. An information
meetingissetfor 7 p.m. next Mon-
day in Phillipsburg.

The cost of the class is $450,
which the county will pay if the
participant agreesto give at | east
ayear to the ambulance service.
Thetesting feeis$110, whichthe
county will also pay. Thetest will
be given on June 26.

Thebooksfor theclasscost $75,
which needsto bepaid by the par-
ticipant.

Anyoneinterestedintakingthe
classorinlearning cardio-pulmo-
nary resuscitation should call
(785) 877-5784. Someoneisusu-
aly intheofficefrom 8 am. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday un-
lessthereisan ambulancerun.
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