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Football team honored at banguet

By DICK BOYD

The 2003 Norton Community
High School football team was
honored at the annual Football
Banquet sponsored by the Blue
Jay Booster Club on Sunday inthe
Norton 4-H Building.

The Blue Jays had another out-
standing season, compilingan11-
1 record for the second year in a
row, losingonly toeventual three-
time state champion Conway
Springs.

Following a carry-in meal,
Coach Bruce Graber introduced
each member of the team and
madecommentstothelargecrowd
about each player as he called
them forward.

Graber al so presented anumber
of individual awards which had
been voted upon by the coaches
and players.

By voteof histeammates, senior
lineman Kai Mann received the
“Most Inspirational Player”
award, themost prestigiousof all
the awards.

The players also chose Mann
and senior quarterback/linebacker
Dan Roeder asteam captains.

Other award recipientssel ected
by voteof theplayerswere: senior
Jered Sloan, “Most Valuable De-
fensiveBack” and“MostVauable
Pass Receiver”; senior Bo
Pfannenstiel, “Most Valuable
Linebacker”; senior Sean Lauer,
“Most Valuable Defensive Line-
man”; senior C.J. Thiele, “Most
Valuable Offensive Lineman”;
senior Dan Roeder, “Most Valu-
able Offensive Back”; and fresh-
man Nathan Broeckelman, “ Scout
Team Player of the Year.”

Receiving Gatorade Awards
were: senior Charlie Foley, “ Spe-
cial Teams Player of the Year”;
Dan Roeder, “ Player of the Year”
and “Offensive Player of the
Year”; Bo Pfannenstiel, “Defen-
sive Player of the Year”; junior
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Norton football coach Bruce Graber talked to his play-

ers at the end of the 2003 football season. The Blue Jays

Aaron Overlease, “ Rookie of the
Year”,andKa Mann,“Will toWin
Athleteof theYear”.

The last two seasons, the Blue
Jays have been Mid-Continent
League, district, bi-district and
regional champions. They fin-
ished the season ranked No. 2 in
the Associated Press consensus
poll behind Conway Springs.

Coach Graber pointed out that

this year’s 18 seniors have com-
piled a31-4 record the past three
Seasons.

“All 18 contributed a huge
amount to our team,” said Graber.
After they were introduced, the
seniors received a standing ova-
tion.

The seniors presented Coach
Graber with a framed picture of
themselves, a poster with photos

Norton freshman take seventh

By DICK BOYD

Coach Todd Fulton’s Norton
Community High School fresh-
men boys basketball team de-
feated Oberlin 58-37 on Wednes-
day to place seventh in the Joe
Green | nvitational C-Team Tour-
nament in Hill City.

Led by Brian Juenemann’s 12
points on six baskets, the young
BlueJaysjumpedouttoahuge19-
4 lead in the first quarter. After a
14-9 second quarter in Norton’s
favor,theNortonquintetled 33-13
at halftime.

Nortonoutscored Oberlin15-12
inthethird quarter to extend their
lead to 48-25 with one quarter re-
maining.

Juenemann ended with 20
points. Nic Lewis scored 11, fol-
lowed by Jared Engelbert, 8;
Corey Rutherford, 8; Mathew
Shepard, 7; Aaron Daniels, 4.

Andy Leitner led Oberlin with
16 points. Kurt Olsonadded 8and
Jace Robinson 6.

“Weplayed our best gameof the
season today,” said Coach Fulton
after the win. “Each player con-
tributed with intensity and effort
for four quarters.

“During this tournament, we

improved greatly as ateam and
look for good things in the new
year.”

QUINTER

The freshmen Blue Jays were
seeded No. 4 and lost to No. 5
Quinter by a66-43scoreinthefirst
round last Monday.

Nortontrailed 23-8after thefirst
quarter and played Quinter much
closerinthefinal threequartersbut
theinitial deficit wastoo muchto
make up. Quinter outscored Nor-
tonjust 13-9inthesecond quarter
totakea36-17 halftimelead.

The Blue Jays were outscored
by 13-11 in the third quarter to
make the tally 49-28 and Quinter
had just a17-15 advantagein the
fourth period.

Leading scorer for Norton was
Juenemann with 15 points, fol-
lowed by Lewis, 11; Shepard, 9;
Blake Wolf, Daniels, Engelbert
and LucasBailey, 2 each.

Trent Blackwill led Quinter
with 20. BriceKesler added 14 to
the Quinter total.

“Weplayed with effort and im-
proved on our skills,” said Coach
Fulton.

PALCO
No. 8 seed Palco lost to No. 1

seed Phillipsburginthefirstround
soNortonplayed Palcointhecon-
solation bracket on Tuesday and
lost 42-37.

Norton held an 11-8 lead after
onequarter but theBlue Jayswere
outscored 15-9inthesecond quar-
ter to trail 23-20 at intermission.
Palco outscored Norton 7-3inthe
third periodtotakea30-23 advan-
tageintothefinal stanza. TheBlue
JaysoutscoredtheRoosters15-12
in the fourth quarter to cut thefi-
nal margin of victory by Palcoto
just five points.

Lewis was Norton’s leading
scorer with 11, followed by
Juenemann, Daniel sand Shepard,
6 each; Engelbert, 5; Rutherford,
3.

Butch Hamel led Palco with 22
points. Brandon Hamel added 9.

“In this game, we learned that
youhavetoplay hardall thetime,”
said CoachFulton. “Wearegetting
better but we need to step up our

play.”

Next action
Next competitionfortheNorton
freshmen boys and girls will be
versus Osborne in Norton next
Tuesday at 4 p.m.

Wrestling tourney set for Saturday

By DICK BOYD

Theannual J.R. DurhamWres-
tling Tournament will be held on
Saturday in the Norton Commu-
nity High School Memorial Gym
with teams from Atwood, Beloit,
Hoxie, Leoti, Quinter, Russell,
Scott City, Smith Center, Norton
and Cozad, Neb., competing.

Freshmen head
for Smith Center

By DICK BOYD

Norton will play in the Smith
Center Freshmen Boys Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament on
Saturday in Smith Center.

Other teams competing will be
Thomas More Prep-Marian of
Hays, Phillipsburg and Smith
Center.

Thefirstgamebeginsat 10a.m.
and will bebetween Smith Center
and Phillipsburg. The Norton vs.
TMP contest will follow.

Admission is$3for adultsand
$2 for children.

It is the 39th annual wrestling
tournament heldinNortonandthe
seventh annual Durham tourna-
ment. Itwasrenamedsix yearsago
inhonor of J.R.“ Jake” Durham of
Norton, theformer longtimewres-
tling coach at the school.

Jake's many honors include
membershipintheNational Wres-
tling Hall of Fame and Kansas
High School Wrestling Hall of
Fame. Jakeand hiswife, Ruth, still
residein Norton.

Thetournamentwill beginwith
Round Oneat 10am.

Admissiontotheentiretourna-
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mentis$6for adultsand $5for stu-
dents. Admissionto SessionNo. 2,
whichbeginsaround 3:30p.m.,is
$3 for adults through kindergar-
ten. Preschool childrenareadmit-
tedfree.

SPIRAL
STAIRCASES

Custom Built to Order
Complete with Beautiful Wood Railing

785-689-4341

Goddard
Manufacturing

Located at Logan, KS
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went 11-1 losing only to three-time state-champion

Conway Springs.

from the season, a Blue Jay foot-
ball sweatshirt, and aframed hel-
met drawing, signed by all.
Coach Graber thanked theplay-
ers; assistant coachesKevinJilka,
LucasMelvin, JasonJones, David
Stover and Todd Fulton; managers
Cody Morland and Jared
Mindrup; faculty and students,
cheerleaders, band, news media
andtheentirecommunity for con-

— Telegram file photo

tributing tothe successful season.
Brad Schumacher, Hays, repre-
senting AFLAC, made a special
presentationto Coach Fulton, who
was chosen as AFLAC National
Assistant Coach of the Year.
Schumacher presented aplagueto
Fulton, as well as a plaque to
Norton Community High School
inrecognition of Fulton’shonor.

BOWLING

TUESDAY NIGHT MEN’'S

Standings Dec. 23 — Don’s
Floor Coverings, 8.5-1.5; J. Gre-
gory, 8-2; D & M Service, 7-3;
Norton Sports Center, 6-4; Com-
puter Pro, 4-6; Dairy Queen, 3-7;
Husky Hogs, 2-8; Tri-Gard Vaullts,
1.5-8.5; Results— High Scratch
Game: Larry Hawks, 231; Chuck
Vsetecka, 213; Clayton Cox, 192;
KemKindall, 192; HighHandicap
Game: Larry Hawks, 264; Dwight
Sprigg, 249; Jan Maley, 249;
Chuck Vsetecka, 247; High
Scratch Series: Chuck V setecka,
569; Larry Hawks, 501; Kem
Kindall, 500; Joel Duscher, 491,
High Handicap Series: Chuck
Vsetecka, 671; Dwight Sprigg,
664; Brent Carlton, 642; Kevin
Cooper, 641

First Half Final StandingsDec.
16 — Don’s Floor Coverings,
108.5-51.5; Tri-Gard Vaults, 90-
69; Computer Pro, 89.5-69.5;
Husky Hogs, 87.5-72.5; J. Gre-
gory, 85-75; D & M Service, 76-
84; Norton Sports Center, 66.5-
93.5; Dairy Queen, 32-48; Resullts
— High Scratch Game: Larry
Hawks, 240; Rick Green, 179;
Cindy Linner, 179; Chuck
Vsetecka, 177; Dale Henry, 177,
High Handicap Game: Larry
Hawks, 274; Randy Smith, 249;
Bob Anderson, 244; Laurie
Schutte, 231; High Scratch Series:
Larry Hawks, 563; Joel Duscher,
497; Rick Green, 490; Cindy
Linner, 483; High Handicap Se-
ries. Randy Smith, 666; Larry
Hawks, 665; Laurie Schutte, 602;
Joel Duscher, 599

Results Dec. 9 — High Handi-
cap Game: Joel Duscher, 198;
DaeHenry, 193; SamBuffington,
193; Bill LaSalle, 192; High
Handicap Game: Sam Buffington,
260; Cory Martin, 247; DarinWil-
liams, 235; Bob Anderson, 234;
High Handicap Series: Chuck
V setecka, 506; Cory Martin, 505;
Joel Duscher, 496; Gayle Martin,
496; Cindy Linner, 495; High
Handicap Series: Cory Martin,
679; Sam Buffington, 647; Kevin
Cooper, 620; BobAnderson, 614.

Go, Norton Blue Jays!
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Wrestling

Sat., Jan. 10
10 A.M. and 5 P.M.

J.R. “Jake”
Durham
Invitational
Tournament

Featuring Teams From:
Atwood, Beloit, Hoxie, Leot,
Quinter, Russell, Scott City,

Smith Center, Norton
and Cozad, Nebraska

Basketball
Tues., Jan. 6

Beginning at 6:30 P.M.
Norton at Oberlin

Fri., Jan. 9

Beginning at 4 P.M.

Norton vs. Osborne
NCHS Memorial Gym, Norton

Saturday, Jan. 10
Freshmen Boys Tournament
10 A.M. in Smith Center
C-team Girls vs. Phillipsburg
10 A.M. in Phillipsburg

SUPPORT THESE BELUE JAY BOOSTERS...
THEY ARE EAGER TO SERVE YOU!

ACCOUNTING: Zwickle’s Accounting
ALUMINUM EXTRUSION:

New Age Industrial Corp. Inc.
ATTORNEYS: Worden Law Office
AUTOMOTIVE-SALES, SERVICE & ACCESSORIES:
City Motors Inc. and Walter Motor Company

BANKS:

First State Bank; First Security Bank; the Bank
DRUG STORES: Moffet Drug Store
FEED, SEED, GRAIN, PRODUCE:
Norton County Co-op Association
NEWSPAPERS: Norton Telegram




