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WEEKLY SERMONETTE

FROM FULL GOSPEL CHURCH

“ A Pastor’s Prayer”

TheNational Day of Prayer originally wasset uptobeobserved
during the noon hour and was an opportunity for Christiansto
deny theflesh, fast ameal and pray for thisnation.

Often when the prophets of God prayed for the nation of Is-

rael they started with praise
followed upwithconfession
of sinthen petitioned Godfor
His mercy and guidance.
That is the correct order in
whichwearetocometoGod
and pray for thisnation.
About tenyearsago | had
the privilege to meet and
pray for awonderful man of
God, Pastor JoeWright. Just
afew yearsagoheopened up
the new session of the Kan-
sasSenatewithavery heart-
felt Holy Spirit led prayer.
His prayer was read on
Commentator Paul Harvey’s
“The Rest of the Story” and
received one of the largest
responsesheever hadonone
of hisprograms. Within six
weeks Central Christian
Church where Rev. Wright
waspastor,logged morethan
5,000 phone callswith only

“If you don’t like
it, change it” appears
to be the motto of
our times. Yet,
television ads,
bestselling books,
“extreme makeovers
and “promising”
plastic surgeons
cannot change one’s
spirit...at any price.

Interestingly
enough, transforming
one’s spirit costs
nothing at all. If you
are sad within
yourself, if the
sparkle goes out of

”»

47 negative responses.The you eyes, how can

church is now receiving in- you project a positive
ternational requestsfor cop- impression? In the

iesof thisprayer fromplaces collection, Words of |
suchasIndia,AfricaandKo- Wisdom, Perry Ellis,

rea. the world renowned fashion designer, said “Fashion designers can’t
make anybody look good...looking good is feeling good and feeling
good is being at peace with yourself.”
Are you at peace with yourself? Have you looked within? If the
answer is no, give God first chance in your life. Psalm 96:6 directs
“Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.”

When Pastor Wright
started this prayer everyone
wasexpectingtheusual gen-
erdities, butthisiswhat they
heard.“ Heavenly Father, we us...
comebeforeyoutoday toask
Yourforgivenessandtoseek
Your directionand guidance.
We know Your Word says
"Woe to those who call evil

SUNDAY
Ephesians
2:11-22

MONDAY
Ephesians Psalm
3:1-13 72

worship this week? Let God create a new you.

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Ephesians  Ephesians
3:14-21 41-16

Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society
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Won’t you

FRIDAY
Ephesians
417 - 5:2

good’ but that is exactly what we have done. We havelost our
spiritual equilibriumand reversed our values. Wehaveridiculed
theabsolutetruth of Your Word and called it pluralism. Wehave
worshipped other godsand called it multiculturalism. We have
endorsed perversion and called it alternativelifestyle. Wehave
exploited the poor and called it the lottery. We have rewarded
laziness and called it welfare. We have killed our unborn and
called it choice. We have

shot abortionistsand called
it justifiable. We have ne-
glected to discipline our
children and called it self-
esteem. We have abused
power and calledit politics.
We have coveted our
neighbor’ spossessionsand

pollutedtheair with profan-
ity and pornography and
calleditfreedom of expres-

time-honored values of our
forefathersand calledit en-
lightenment. Search us, O

today, cleanseusfromevery
sin and set usfree...
Name of Jesus Christ,
Amen.”

We live in awonderful
county and most certainly it

afamily, to work and wor-

through  rose-colored
glasses. Menof Godarebe-

are seeing the curses of
Deuteronomy 28 pro-
claimed on those who dis-
obey God’'s Word falling

rest of thisUnited States of
America. Only God can

bl Dbring true repentance and

Ephesians
P5:".’)-20
Lord. Only prayer and fast-
ingcanbringatruespiritual

awaking.
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caled it ambition. Wehave

sion. Wehaveridiculedthe

God, and know our hearts

Inthe

isanexcellentplacetoraise

shipthelLord. However we
must not look at this area

coming concerned for we

uponthisareaaswell asthe

truly turn mankind to the

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our
“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert
FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Whitney Construction

and Farms
Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing « Dozer Work ¢ Ponds
Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

McMullen Real Estate

Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors
FarmeEstatesAntiqueseHouseholds
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”
~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton
415E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile
Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton
877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”
117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.
785-877-4016

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”
Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies
102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

Security Abstract Company

Abstracters Title Insurance Agents
~Home Loans~

Prompt - Efficient - Confidential
214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”
Member FDIC
105W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Wesco Enterprises Inc.
Transportation Specialists
Flats & Vans Covering 48 States
Route 1, Norton - 877-5891
1-800-552-8119

Norton County Abstract

Company, Inc.
Title Insurance * State Licensed

213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882
Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Nelson Bros.

Construction, Inc.
Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental
Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station
877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

Hardy Construction
New Construction Q Concrete
Roofing Q Remodeling Q Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—
877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy

Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton Dairy Queen Brazier
Dinners - Burgers - Desserts
Hwy. 36 West * Norton, Kan.
785-877-2571

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main ¢ Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Northwest Diesel Repair
Bruce Chambersand Tim Graham
E. Hwy. 36 - Norton, Kan.
785-877-2102

Farm Bureau Insurance
David L. Browne 111
Agency Manager
205 N. Kansas - Norton , Kan.
785-877-3221

Mortensen Computer Services
Repair * Train * Help * Consult
418 1/2 E. Holme * 874-4844
Call or e-mail for a FREE estimate

Shawn Mortensen, Owner
http://www.mortensencomputerservices.com
mortensen@ruraltel.net

Sander Furniture & Gifts

Mon.-Fri.9a.m.-6 p.m.,
Sat.9a.m.-5p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander
301 W. Holme « 874-4974

Norton New, Used

and Vintage Furniture
“Your Hometown Furniture Store”
Just off KQNK Road East
877-2818 ¢ Gary Lockhart, Owner

Norton Flowers, Gifts

& Greenhouse
Floral Arrangements
Trees Shrubs * Bedding Plants
209 N. Kansas - Norton - 877-3345
Greg & Annette Overlease
FREE DELIVERY IN TOWN

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair
Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro* Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.

801 W. Holme « Norton » 877-2411
Oberlin 785-475-3808 « 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M.  Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.
Sarah Ketterl-White, D.V.M.

Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

By BETTY OTTER

Edwin and Miriam Slipke’'s
family held their Christmas on
Dec. 20. ThosepresentwereLinda
and RonBaumberger, Heather and
Kendra, Salina; Raymond and
BonitaSlipkeandfamily, Lenora;
William and Michelle Slipke and
family, Hoxie; Alan and Phyllis
Slipke, Topeka; Michael and
Kathy Slipke, Sara, Downs;
Cheryl and Ryan Goheen, Pratt;
Crystal Slipke and Brady Cline,
Manhattan; Marvin and Mary
Wudtke, Norton. Edwin and
Miriam Slipkeate Christmasdin-
ner with Marvin and Mary
Wudtke.

Family coming to the home of
Russ and Marcia Aumiller and
Josh Vahling on Christmas Eve
were Jeff and Kathleen Vahling,
Allison, Sidney, Hays, and Missy
and Nicole Vahling and Jeremy
Rumback, Lenora.

On Christmas Eve Jerry and
Carol Nickelson, Hill City and
Eric Nickelson, Salina, came to
Jean Nickelson’s home and at-
tended Christmas Eve Masswith
her. Mrs. Nickelson returned
homewiththemandateChristmas
dinner at Jerry’s. On Friday, fam-
ily came,including Gayleand Neil
Brandyberry, Marla and Kyle,
Howells, Neb.; Nick Brandyberry,
Stephanieand Nate, Phillipsburg;
Neil and Thelma Nickelson,
Victoria.

Family coming home at Alfred
and Betty Otter’shomewereMike
Otter, Cimmaron; Will and Tina
Ritter,Allyson, Olathe; Tom Otter,
DeSoto; Mark and Sheila Otter
and family, Ulysses; Jim and
Jolene Moss and family, Jewell;
Karl Otter, Great Bend; Charles
and Jeni Otter and family, Salina.

Dec. 22, Frank and Ceena
Owens, Franklin and Alyssa,
Galveston, Texas, arrived at the
home of her parents Gary and
BertsieReneeBruinekool. Family
coming for Christmas Eve at the
home of Marion and Lorraine
LongwereFrank and LettieL ong
and family, St. Elizabeth, Mo.;
Irene Schieferecke, McPherson;
and Roger and JoAnn Long, New
Almelo. On Christmas Day they
all wentto Grinnell tothehomeof
Gerry and Mark Baalmann. Oth-
ers joining them were Joe and
Rose Ann Long, Joey Tillary,
Leawood; Justin and Michelle
Baalmann, Maggie, Hays; Mandy
Baalmann, Overland Park; Gary
and Carolyn Long, Traci, Hill
City; AdamLong, Hays, Tomand
JanLong, Hays; Leonardand Joan

Long, Zack and Alaina, Logan.
Joe Schiefereckejoinedthegroup
inthe afternoon.

ComingtoNewAlmeloonDec.
27 were Steve and Jan Richards
andMatt, SandiaPark, N.M. They
visited her mother at the Andbe
Home and other relatives in the
area.

Family home for Christmas at
the Alfred and Dorothy Mindrup
home were David and Arleen
Mindrup and family, Olathe.

On Dec. 20, Ranel and Kevin
Becker, Bridget and Brandon,
Spring, Texas, came to spend
Christmas with her parents Dea-
con Stan and Sonya Chapin at
New Almelo. Their son, Roth
Chapin, Hays, spent Christmas
withthemalso.

Marion and Lorraine Long’s
grandchildrenhaveenlistedinthe
Air Force. Jennifer Long, St.
Elizabeth, Mo., will go to San
Antonio in February to begin her
training. Jeffery Long isasenior
at St. Elizabeth and will begin his
traininginJuly.

Christmaswas cel ebrated Dec.
21 at the John and Becky Linden
farmhome. Thoseattendingaong
with Brett and Brian were: Doris
Linden, Norton; Frank and Sheryl
Linden, Brandon and Emily,
Goodland; Kevin, Rosella anc
Kylie Ryser, Sharon Springs; and
Father Vincent ThuL aing, Norton.

On Christmas Eve at the home
of Georgeand Vickie Gassmanne
meal and gift opening was cel-
ebrated. Those present were
Connie Gassmann, Randy anc
Beth Gassmann, Johnathan, Wil-
liam, New Almelo; West, Alice,
and Maggie James, Ellis, Chuck
and Jackie Wright, Lenora. On
ChristmasDay, al but Chuck anc
Jackie Wright celebrated the day
with Maggie Gassmann at Park.

Funeral serviceswereheld Jan.
2 at St. Joseph Church in New
Almelo for Betty Ann Johnson,
wifeof Wilber Johnson. Other sur-
vivors include eight children,
GloriaStrother, New Port Richey,
Fla.; Cathy Self, Chuckey, Tenn.;
Jeanne Pharis, Norton; Rita
Conrad, Stanton, Neb.; Edwin
Johnson, Edward Johnson, Chris
Johnson, Lenora; and Charles
Johnson, New Almel o; two broth-
ers, Julius Bieker and Donalc
Bieker, Hoxie; 11 grandchildren;
and nine great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by
her parents, one sister, two broth-
ers, one son, Gerald Johnson anc
onestillborn son.

PRAIRIE VIEW

By VIVIAN JANSONIUS

Jill Erickson of Orange City,
lowa, visited during Christmas
vacation at the home of her par-
ents, Keithand DeloresErickson,
and with other rel atives.

Jennifer Jansonius of Lenexa
visited at the home of her father,
Rodney Jansonius, and grand-
mother, Hazel Jansonius, during
Christmasvacation.

Vivian Jansonius went to
Phillipsburg Tuesday to do some
businessand seesomeof her fam-
ily. OnvisitingAnitaand Eddy De
Boer, she met her granddaughter,
Tammy and Lester Slayton,
Brianaand Brookeof Eagar,Ariz.,
who had cometo spend Christmas
with her family. Everyone went
out to dinner at the Chicken Inn.

Sam and Donna Stuteville re-
turnedhome Sunday eveningfrom
visiting his mother, Margaret
Stuteville in Stilwell, Larry and
Joy Ferisin Gardner, and other
relatives and friends in eastern
Kansas.

Jeff and Nicki Nesvaraof North
Platewere hereduring Christmas
vacation visiting at the home of
Nicki’s parents, Bill and Diana
Greving, and other relatives and
friends.

Jmand KayleKreller, Morgan
and Jordan, of Phillipsburg enter-
tainedtodinner on ChristmasDay
Kurtisand Jodi Eolfg, Zach,Arron
and Sktler of Hays; Johnand Sallie
Jansonius, Fairie Gaines, Opal
Filbrick and Mitch Blair, all of
Phillipsburg, and Vivian
Jansoniusof Prairie View.

Hazel Jansoniusentertainedfor
dinner on Christmas Day Jacob
Jansonius, Golden, Colo.; Jenni-
fer Jansonius, Lenexa; LeWayne
and Marsha Jansonius, Stilwell;
Joni Jansonius, Manhattan;
Rodney Jansonius, WilliamD. and
Grada Jansonius, Willard and
Cleo, Prairie View.

Jmand MakaylaKatsand four
sons entertained to dinner on
ChristmasDay Stanley and Donne
Kats, Mark and Anissa Kats and
Deb Thompson, Jessica, Candace
and Shyanne.

Library Board Meeting

The Sunshine City Library
board met Monday, Dec. 15, at 7
p.m. Danny and Carol Short, Dian
Tien, Darline Brown, Anne
Jansoniusand GloriaDeWittwere
present. Secretary Gloria DeWitt
read theNovember minutes. Carol
Short gavetreasurer’sreport.

In other business, the board:

*Will advertisefor moreschool
memorabiliafor display case.

* Heard that theengraving for
memorial plagueisfinished.

« Learned that fall story hour i<
over. Winter story hour begins
Thursday.

e Discussed and approvec
switching Internet service tc
Lightning Jack. Thiswill elimi-
nate need for second phone line,
and will provide continuous ac-
cess.

* Will wait to seeif Libragrant
comes through before deciding
what to dowith gift for children’s
department.

¢ Heard from Carol and Danny
Short on ameeting they attendec
in Kensington, which compared
our library with others, showing
differencesinlibrary salariesanc
city contributions. Copies are
availablefrom board members.

« Viewed the cleaning schedul e
for next year.

« Discussed having aKid-Link
speaker after first of theyear ase
joint project withachurch group.

« Worked on the 2004 budget,
whichwill besubmittedtothecity.

« Filled out asystemgrant ques-
tionnaire.

e Received new volunteer
schedules from. These can be
picked up at library.



