church listings to find out
when and where to go.
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Deadline looms
for disaster loans

Farmers and ranchers in Norton,
Decatur, Phillips and Rawlins counties
have until Jan. 14 to apply for Emer-
gency Disaster loans.

Farm Loan Manager John C. Vogt said
those needing farm credit as a result of
heat and drought who think they are
eligible for Farm Service Agency assis-
tance should apply at their local county
agency before the deadline.

Loans covering physical losses may be
used to replace installations, equipment,
livestock, or buildings (including
homes), lost through this disaster. Loans
covering production losses my be used
to buy feed, seed, fertilizer, livestock, or
to make payments on real estate and
chattel debts. Mr. Vogt said funds can
also be used for other essential operat-
ing and living expenses.

Tobeeligible foran emergency disas-
ter loan, an applicant must be operat-
ing a family size farm or ranch, must be
unable to getcredit elsewhere, and must
have suffered a qualifying physical and/
or production loss from the disaster.

Farmers who suffered at least a 30
percent reduction to at least one crop-
ping enterprise may have a qualifying
production loss.

InNorton, the Farm Service Agency is
located at 113 N. Norton and can be
reached by calling (785) 877-2623.

4-H archery
will start Sunday

The 4-H Archery Program plans on
holding their start-up programat 2 p.m.
this Sunday at the Norton Archery
range.

Thesuggestedageis9to 18 years. You
need notbeina4-H Club to participate.

The sessions are weekly and include
five mandatory sessionsto complete the
practice sessionsand to take partin com-
petitions. After the beginning training
sessions there will be regular practices
for some of the spring-time shoots.

There is a fee of $5 for the class.

Contact Mary Vanover at 785-693-
4393 or John Baker at 785-877-3253.

Forecast:

Tonight — Mostly clear with lows
around 15. Saturday — Mostly sunny
with highs in the mid 50s. West winds
around 10 mph shifting to the south 10
to 15 mph with higher gusts in the
afternoon. Saturday Night — Mostly
clear, lows in the mid 20s. Sunday —
Partly cloudy with highs in the upper
40s. Sunday Night through Tuesday
— Partly cloudy with highs in the 40s.

Howell report:

Tuesday .....cooeevevevennn. High 30, Low 13
Wednesday .................. High 31, Low 19
Thursday .........c.ccceevnee High 44, Low 21
Weekago .......cccevevenee. High 60, Low 33
Monthago ........c.cc...... High 46, Low 24
Yearago .......coeverennen, High 71, Low 28
January precipitation .............. .30 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ....... .30 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Loving God, thank you for forgiving
us. Help us to forgive those who hurt us
and to get on with life. Amen

Little Helena June Job, center, barely 12 hours old in this picture, claims the honor of being the first
baby born in Norton County in 2004. Baby Helena, born at 1:07 a.m., Jan. 6, is the daughter of Rod
and Marla Job, Prairie View. Also pictured is Helena’s big sister, 12 year-old Jessica.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Prizes given as daughter Is born
Into family of New Year’s babies

By CAROLYNPLOTTS

Tradition!

The Job family of Prairie View may
have started atradition hard to continue.

Thenewest additiontothefamily, Hel-
ena June Job, was the first baby bornin
Norton County in 2004, arriving at 1:07
am., Jan. 6. Her father, Rod Job of Prai-
rie View, wasthe New Year'sBaby in
Hastings, Neb., in 1969. The Jobshavea
grandson, whoisBaby Helena snephew
andwasbornjust last Friday onJan. 2,to
betheNew Y ear’ sBaby inAustin, Minn.
Coincidence? Or good family planning?

Marla Job, Helena' s mother, was sur-

prised and grateful to seeall the sponsors
of The Telegram’s “First Baby of the
Year” Contest. Sheevengot alittleteary
asshelooked over all thegiftitemslisted
inthe paper.

Mrs. Job explained the origin of
Helena s name. “Helenais the middle
nameof Rod’ smother and thefirst name
of his great-grandmother. June is my
mother’ sname.”

Mr. Jobisaproud father, proclaiming,
“Helenaisavery good baby. She'sonly
cried twice.” He accompanied his wife
into the delivery room and even cut the
umbilical cord. Dr. McKinley delivered

the 7 pound 11 ounce, 19 1/2 incheslong
baby.

Another family member excited about
thearrival of Baby Helenaisher big sis-
ter, 12 year-old Jessica Weaverling who
claims, “ She’' ssleeping in my room!”

Mr. Job works at the Phillips County
Retirement Center and Mrs. Job is on
maternity leave from the Norton
McDonald’s, but plans on returning to
work.

Grandparents of the New Y ear’ s baby
are Bob and June Thompson, Klamath
Falls, Ore., and Steveand AliceL uttrell,
Orleans, Neb.

Chamber shows member increase in 2003

By Brandon Gay

The Norton Chamber of Commerce's
membershipwasupin 2003 andincreas-
ingtheir numbersfurther isthegoal of the
ongoing membership drive.

Theannual membershipdrivebeganin
November and KarlaReed, executivedi-
rector, sai d sheanticipated amembership
increasein 2004. Reed said the potential
increasewaspartly dueto new businesses
intown.

AccordingtoMs. Reed, about onethird
of Norton County businessare members
of the chamber.

Ms. Reed said different businesseshad
been affected by arough economy indif-
ferentways, but overall most Nortonbusi-
nesses have said they are doing well.

“1 think for the most part, most people
were pleased with 2003,” shesaid.

Any business or person can become a
member of the chamber with payment of
dues. Annual duesinclude abaserate of
$75for businesseswith 1 employee, $100
for twotothreeemployees, $200for four

to 10 employees, $300 for 11 to 20 em-
ployeesand $400for 21 or moreemploy-
€es.
In addition to the baserate, thereisan
annual fee for financial businesses and
utilities. Financial businessespay $20for
eachmilliondollarsindeposits. Utilities
pay 20 centsfor each connect.

Organizations, clubs, non-profit
groups, individual sandretired personsdo
not pay thebaserate. Organi zations, clubs
and non-profit groupspay $50. Individual
membershipsare$50 and retired persons
pay $25.

The chamber provides services to
memberssuch asribbon cuttings, promo-
tionof eventssuchasM oonlight Madness
and Crazy Day andamonthly newsl etter.

Other servicesinclude providing lists
of placesto live in Norton, the annual
teacher picnic, providing packetsof infor-
mation to new residents and the annual
Christmasdinner at theMethodist Church
for peoplewithout aplacetogo. The2003
dinner served 76 people. The chamber is

alsoadirectory foranyoneneedingtofind
out about Norton County businessesand
the Norton community.

Ms. Reed said the basic function of the
chamber was to be the front door to the
community.

The chamber is working with Nex-
Tech on developing a Discover Norton
web site.

Thewebsitewill providealist of busi-
nesses and links of their Web sites and
featuretheNorton community toencour-
agetravel and tourism.

Thewebsiteisintheearly developmen-
tal stage and there is no set date for its
completion. However, Ms. Reed said it
could be operational by mid-February.

Nex-Tech has developed similar sites
for Hill City and Hays.

Since becoming executive director in
2002, Ms. Reed said she had been sur-
prised at how much the chamber does
every day.

“1t'samazing how many people walk
through the door,” shesaid.

Board
hears
report

Phase Il finished
at hospital

By KRISTEN BRANDS

The Norton County Hospital board
members heard a progress report on the
renovation project during the Dec. 17
meeting, and toured the recently com-
pleted areas of Phase 11 of the construc-
tion project.

Board memberstoured the newly con-
structed | ab, healthinformation manage-
ment office, threenew patient rooms, and
tele-medicine space. The tour also in-
cluded Phase |V demolition aress.

Onenew changeorder wasapproved by
theboardasitvotedtoallow $7,030to be
spent onthedemolitionof anexteriorwall
and new support beam and column. The
cost will include labor and materials.

An update on construction costs was
given astotal payments to date are $3.4
million. The original estimate of the en-
tire construction/renovation was $3.9
million. A newly awarded $450,000U.S.
Department of Agriculture Rural Devel-
opment L oanthrough Prairie Land Elec-
tricwill helpalleviatea$l.4milliontem-
porary loan to $950,000.

Quality Assurance and Risk Manage-
ment Coordinator Lyn Thiele gave the
board an overview of the hospital’ sRisk
Management Plan. The board re-ap-
proved the plan with no changes. Board
member Dennis Gilhousen was re-ap-
pointedtothe Risk Management commit-
teefor 2004. Ms. Thielealsoreviewedthe
revised Emergency Medical Treatment
and Labor Act for theboard. Inaddition,
shegaveareport ontheQuality Improve-
ment Program in which Norton partici-
pateswith other hospitals. After anexecu-
tive session, the July-Sept. 2003 Quar-
terly Risk Management Report was ap-
proved.

RichardMiller gavetheadministrative
report stating that the hospital iscontinu-
ing negotiations for an agreement with
Correct Care, thecompany that provides
medical carefor theinmatesat theNorton
Correctional Facility.

Mr. Miller set a goal to have the
Dairyland agreementsrevisedintheir fi-
nal formby In Tech, asoftwareand hard-
ware consulting company, compl eted by
Jan. 1.

In other business, the board:

* Discussed insurance coverage. Blue
Crossand Blue Shield premiumsfor hos-
pital employeesare$175for asingleplan
and $600for afamily plan. A decisionto
add aprescription planwill bemade dur-
ing the January meeting.

* Reviewed the November patient sur-
veys. They also reviewed the 2003 Kan-
sas Hospital Association statewide sur-
vey.
* Learned that a$25,000 Bioterrorism
Grant was awarded to the hospital for
“equipment, supplies, and for the devel-
opment of resources in case of &
bioterrorism attack or other emergency
Situation”.

» Heard the November report. There
were315in-patient days, 52 admissions,
5 births, 23 surgeries, 6,699 out-patient
procedures, and 1,204 Clinicvisits.

Almena council discusses city’s trash and sewer line

Thetrashquestionisaffectingeveryone
in the county, including the City of
Almena.

County Attorney Doug Sebelius told
the Almena City Council at the Jan. 5
meeting about the county’s pending ap-
plication for a new permit to operate a
solid waste landfill facility.

Hesaidtheprocesshasbeen slowed by
new rulesand extensive paperwork. The
Kansas Department of Health and Envi-
ronmentisrequiringaleachatecollection

system and one or two new monitoring
wells.

To fund the landfill operations, Mr.
Sebeliussaidthecounty may needtocon-
sider an assessment on real estate based
uponitsuse, aswell asthetippingfeeupon
disposal. Engineering coststo date have
been approximately $70,000.

The City of Almena continuesto dis-
pose of itstrash at the landfill site under
itscontract with Norton County.

Mr. Sebelius also talked about the sta-

tus of the claim against Almenafor a
sewer line backup, which happened in
June. The Claims Department of EMC,
the City of Almena’sinsurer, has re-
sponded to his questions, but had no ad-
justment file established.

Mr. Sebelius said he will continue to
work with EMC to insure that the claim
is addressed within the time allowed by
law.

In other business, the council:

* Heard acomplaint that the siren was

disturbing some of the day sleeperswhao
work theevening shifts. Nodecisionwas
reached on thismatter.

» Talked about the city’s need for &
dump truck with ablade. Council Presi-
dent MonteMontgomery will continueto
look for one.

* Discussed having snow routeswhere
no parking would be allowed until the
streetswerecleaned. Therouteswouldbe
the City Shopto Bowman's, Main Street
to U.S. 383, and Railroad and Mills.



