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Sheriff, county
work on dispatch
agreement with city

Creating a patch

Students in Amy Burge’s second grade class compare styles and colors as they work on a project specifically
for kindergarteners and second graders in the Norton and Almena schools. Heritage Quilters organize this
project every year, helping the children complete their very own mini-quilt. The quilts will be on display at
the Norton Library by the end of February.      — Photo by Carolyn Plotts

Dispatch negotiations are under
way.

Sheriff Troy Thomson told the
Norton County Commissioners
that the proposed dispatch agree-
ment is ready to send to the City of
Norton for their review. He said
several things had been changed,
including the removal of the cap
on the percentage of the dispatch-
ers’ salaries and benefits that the
city is expected to pay, a mileage
adjustment, and the termination
clause from one year to six
months.

Commissioner John Miller
asked if the terms of the contract
will be looked at each year and if
the six month notification in-
cluded changes in the contract.

Sheriff Thomson said yes, the
six month notification was re-
quired to make changes and that to
make changes for 2005, the con-
tract will need to be looked at in
June of this year. He said he would
be taking his department’s budget
to a city council meeting from now
on so that it will be on record.

He said the biggest changes
were to the date, the mileage and
the removal of the cap and that
County Attorney Doug Sebelius
had reviewed it and agreed the
contents were sufficient.

Commissioner Leroy Lang
asked what the county was paying
in insurance compared to what the
city was paying.

County Clerk Robert Wyatt said
he hadn’t been billing the city for
dental or workman’s compensa-
tion, and so they were only paying
40 percent of just health insurance
and 40 percent of the salaries.

Mr. Miller said the county
needed to start billing them for the
other things as well.

“The contract is pretty cut and
dry, because there is no need to
make it difficult” said Sheriff
Thomson. “We’ll send it over to
the city and then they’ll either ap-
prove it or disapprove it, in which
case they’ll have to make changes
and send it back to us.”

A copy of the contract was to be
sent to each council member, the
city attorney, the city administra-
tor, and the police chief.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

• Received the bids requested
for steel and decking from Road
and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannan. Mr. Brannan said three
bids were received for the steel
ranging from $80,000 to $83,819,
while three bids were also re-
ceived for the bridge decking
ranging in price from $18,578.56
to $22,829.46. The steel and deck-
ing will be used for the three
bridges that the county will build
this spring and summer. Receiving
the bids were Husker Steel at
$81,563 for the steel and
Welborn’s at $18,578.56 for deck-
ing sheet.

Mr. Brannan said he has had the
bridge crew inspecting every
bridge and culvert within the
county so that a work schedule and
maintenance program can be pre-
pared for this summer. He said he
likes to make an annual inspection

of the bridges and culverts to de-
tect problems and to stay on top of
the maintenance.

• Spoke with Norton resident
Jack Woodyard about the position
of Economic Development Direc-
tor. Mr. Woodyard said he had
read that the county was looking
for a director and that he had an
interest in the position and would
like for the commission to con-
sider him as a candidate. He and
the commission discussed ideas
and possible economic avenues
the rural communities should be
pursuing. The commissioners
thanked him for his interest and
said they would consider his re-
quest.

• Heard from Acting Director of
the Norton County Ambulance
Service Andy Nielsen that Pat
Pomeroy from the Oberlin ambu-
lance service will be doing the
continuing education course this
month during the regular sched-
uled meeting. The course and
schedule were approved by the
State Emergency Medical Service
office. He said Jill Edgett will be
teaching Medic First Aid classes
on Wednesday, Feb. 6. Six people
will be taking the course at this
time.

• Spoke with Sheriff Thomson
about the NCIC communications
that is now being paid by the
county. He said this was a service
that was paid for by the Kansas
Bureau of Investigations until
funds wer cut in the recent budget.
Because of the budget cuts, the
county is now paying $1,200 per
year. Sheriff Thomson said other
counties have decided not to pay
the fee, believing that this is an
unfunded mandate. He has spoken
with departmental officials who
said that if the counties didn’t pay
the fee, the service would not be
discontinued. He said he thinks the
service is very important and that
the county should continue to pay
the fee.

“Let’s not make a point with
officer safety,” he said. “We insti-
tuted a booking fee to pay for it.
We use it, the county attorney uses
it, and the judges use it.”

• Heard from Lyle Auker and
Terry Smoothers about a proposed
business they have developed,
Safe Secure Transport. Based in
Norton County, the business will
be operated by Mr. Auker and Mr.
Smoothers, who asked the county
commission to consider using
their service. This will be a priva-
tized transport service designed to
transport offenders for counties
and state agencies. They gave the
commission a business profile
detailing the plans for starting the
business with equipment, ve-
hicles, supplies, and personnel.

Within the profile, Mr. Auker
and Mr. Smoothers included their
proposal to the commission for
necessary funds to begin the trans-
port service. A request was made
by Safe Secure Transport for
county economic development
money to begin the service. The
commission said they would like
to review the request further be-
fore making a final decision.
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Commissioners work on landfill application
viable option, while the area

landfills don’t want to reduce their
landfill’s life expectancy.

In other business, the commis-
sion:

• Approved an invoice from the
Northwest Local Environmental
Protection Group for the 2004
Norton County Activity fee. The
total fees assessed by Northwest
Local Environmental Protection
Group is $1,330, which breaks
down as: water well testing, 15 per
year at $30 per system, $450;
sewer approval and inspections,
17.6 systems per year at $880. The

billing has been submitted to each
participating county according to
usage of the service. The billing is
necessary because of state funding
reduction in the environmental
protection group.

• Heard from Sheriff Thomson
that House Bill 2495 has been in-
troduced again this year. He said
this bill would eliminate the Mag-
istrate District Judge within the
County of Norton, and would only
provide funds for one magistrate
judge within the district rather than
in each county and is based upon
a case load of 600 per year.

The 17th Judicial district and

counties are very much opposed to
the elimination of local magistrate
judges because of the need and log
of cases. The county will look into
adopting a resolution to support
one judge per county along with
contacting legislative groups to
support the magistrate judges in
each county.

• Received at the 2004 dues
statement from the Northwest
Kansas Planning and Develop-
ment Commission. The dues are
used as matching funds to leverage
a planning grant and to pay for of-
fice operations. The total amount
assessed to Norton County is

$3,812. The dues were approved
for payment from the Economic
and Development Fund.

• Reviewed a contract submitted
by Fig Millan of Nex-Tech. The
contract was to subscribe to the
Centrex Fixed Rate payment plan
— County Plan. The county’s con-
tract with Centrex II expired last
November, but the commission
asked Nex-Tech to review the
county’s current system before
they would renew a contract.
Upon review by the commission
and county attorney, approval was
given for the clerk to sign a two
year contract agreement.

Supreme court to decide
on stricter regulations

He said when the regulations
were handed down, only three
confinement operations were af-
fected. He said since then that
three more have come under the
regulations.

While the regulation affects a
small number of operations, Mr.
Clydesdale said, the nature of ag-
riculture is that everyone is ex-
panding and about six more opera-
tions could be affected by the regu-
lations in the next five years.

“This isn’t just about what is
happening now,” he said.  “A lot
of our plan deals with what is go-
ing to happen in 10-15 years.
That’s really what we’re thinking
about.”

Mr. Sebelius said it was hard to
determine when a ruling would be
handed down because the waiting
period varies with the complexity
of the case.

 However, he said rulings usu-
ally are made about 45 days after
a hearing date.
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Young boy burned
while starting fire

By KRISTEN BRANDS
Tyson Pabst, the 12-year-old

son of Dan and Kathy Pabst of
Logan, was badly burned while
starting a fire in a wood-burning
stove at the family’s residence
Monday.

According to Phillips County
Sheriff LeRoy Stephen, Tyson
and his 14-year-old brother were
playing in the family’s work-
shop when a wood burning
stove’s flame had gone down.
The two threw gasoline on the
fire to re-ignite it, and a back-
flash fire reached Tyson and in-
flicted second and third degree
burns over much of the young
boy’s lower body.

“The parents rushed the boy to
the Logan Medical Clinic,
where he was taken by ambu-
lance to the Phillips County

Hospital,” Sheriff Stephen re-
ported. “Tyson was then air-
lifted to the St. Francis Burn
Center in Wichita.”

The older brother was not in-
jured by the fire.

The fire was contained to the
stove, and no structural damages
were reported.

According to the Logan Re-
publican, Tyson’s father re-
ported Tuesday that in spite of
his burns Tyson was doing well.

Mr. Pabst said that second de-
gree burns covered his lower
legs from the knees down. He
also reported second degree
burns on the boy’s fingers with
possible third degree burns in
the same area.

The Pabst family is hoping
Tyson will be home from the
hospital sometime next week.

Cancer Society to sell
daffodils at $5 a bunch

Daffodil Days are here again.
Norma Rumford and Beverly

Kindler are the co-chairs of the
annual American Cancer Society
Daffodil Days in Norton County
this year. The fundraiser, which
historically coincides with the
coming of spring, raises funds for
the American Cancer Society’s
cancer research, education, advo-
cacy and patient service programs.

Volunteers will be contacting
individuals and businesses for ad-
vance orders of the daffodils. The
fresh-cut flowers, in bunches of 8
to 10, may be ordered now for a

donation of $5 per bunch. Orders
must be in before Feb. 20. The
flowers will be delivered in early
March.

Laverne Graham, Almena, and
Gloria Heikes, Lenora, are the
contact persons in those commu-
nities.

The American Cancer Society is
the nationwide, community-based
voluntary health organization
dedicated to eliminating cancer as
a major health problem by pre-
venting cancer, saving lives and
diminishing suffering from cancer
through research and education.

Deer accident damages vehicle
On Jan. 7 the Norton County

Sheriff’s Department responded
to a one-vehicle  accident involv-
ing a deer on U.S. Highway 36.

Richard S. Fisher, the driver of
an 1988 Mercury four-door, was
eastbound on U.S. 36 when a deer

ran from the south ditch. Mr.
Fisher was unable to avoid contact
with the animal. The Mercury sus-
tained over $500 in property dam-
ages, but Mr. Fisher was not in-
jured.

BSE — Bovine Spongiform En-
cephalopathy has finally hit and I
suppose it was just a matter of
time. We are a world-wide trade
economy even with the strict
guidelines in place. We should be
glad that the system of surveil-
lance does work and did find the
affected animal.

BSE is a slowly progressive dis-
ease that affects the central ner-
vous system of cattle. First diag-
nosed in England in 1986, it be-
longs to a family of diseases
known as the transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies or
TSEs. A number of diseases of
animals such as scrapie in sheep,
chronic wasting disease in deer
and elk, transmissible mink
encepalopathy as well as human
forms such as Creutzfeld-Jakob,
kuru, gerstmann straussler-
scheinter syndrome and others are
forms of TSEs. According to
George Kennedy director of the
Kansas State University Veteri-
nary Diagnostic Labs, fewer than
150 people world-wide have died
of the creutzfieldt-Jakob disease
since it has been first discovered.

The causative agent, a type of
protien called a prion is found in
the central nervous system and not
in the edible muscle cuts like
roasts and steaks. The disease is
not a contagious type disease bac-
teria or virus, and thus not spread
by animal to animal contact,
through the air or by any physical
contact. The only way of spread,
that is known, is through the con-
sumption of brain or spinal tissue
of an infected animal. The disease
is a slow-progressive degenera-
tion of the nervous system affect-
ing older animals where normal
protein structures change to abnor-
mal forms and causes damage to
the central nervous system.

The outbreak was noted in the
United Kingdom in 1986. It was
suspected that it was caused by the
feeding of meat and bone meal by-
products to cattle. Subsequently,
the U.S.D.A. banned the import of

ruminant animals and by-products
and in 1997, the FDA banned the
use of mammalian-derived pro-
tein by-products in cattle feeds.

The United States has had a very
proactive approach to BSE disease
for the past 15 years to protect hu-
man and animal health. There are
more than 60 veterinary diagnos-
tic labs in the United States that
participate in the BSE surveillance
program. Since 1990 the surveil-
lance program has tested speci-
mens from cattle displaying a wide
range of neurological symptoms
as well as those that are over 30
months old. Due to the strength of
the U.S. food system and it’s abil-
ity to prevent disease, this is more
an animal disease issue rather than
a food safety problem. The safety
is in protecting the integrity of the
food system by taking steps in
food processing methods to pro-
tect the meat supply to the con-
sumer.

This recent case of a cow found
in Washington State is the first
ever confirmed case found in the
United States in all the years of
surveillance for this problem. Ac-
cording to Larry Hollis, KSU Ex-
tension Veterinarian, “The
U.S.D.A. and beef industry groups
have been gearing up for this, but
are not burying their heads in the
sand. The bottom line for consum-
ers is that there is not a health threat
to consumers.”

For more information on this
you may use the internet to access
topics at www.kla.org;
w w w . o z n e t . k s u . e d u ;
www.bseinfo.org; or the U.S.D.A.
has a toll-free line at 1-866-873-
2266 or call and ask for a brochure
at the Extension Office; Bovine
Spongiform Encephalopathy pub-
lication #MF2434.

Views with Van
Keith VanSkike,
Norton County

Extension Director

Mad cow disease hits home


