| atest bombings are
signs of desperation

The latest bombings in Irag show the true colors of the killing in
the Mideast.

Two men dressed as Moslem clerics, or ministers, walked into
the offices of two Kurdish political parties in Irbil. The suicide
bombers took advantage of crowds celebrating the Feast of
Sacrifice, a Muslim holiday that recalls Abraham’s sacrifice.

At least 56 people died and more than 236 were hurt in this
vicious killing. While the wire services focused on the fact that the
Kurdish parties are strong allies of the Americans, that’s hardly
important.

Nearly 300 human beings were killed or maimed in an instant
that only symbolizes the violence in Irag. Thousands of Iragis have
died, far more than the 523 American soldiers killed since March.

It’s as if someone dressed as a Catholic priest had entered a
Christmas party at Republican headquarters in Topeka, then
blown the place to bits. It makes that much sense, but hate runs
deep in the Cradle of Civilization.

Maybe the bombers really were Islamic clergy. Maybe they
were impostors taking advantage of the holiday mood. What
difference does it make?

The violence tells us a lot.

It tells us that if we are doing something, anything, to bring
peace and freedom to Iraq, then our cause is just.

It tells us that the enemies of peace and freedom will go to any
length to stop not just us, but anyone who opposes them. The
Kurds, remember, are a persecuted minority, a “third wheel” in
country where the two largest sects can’t get along.

It tells us that this isn’t going to get any easier, that the killing
and bombing won’t stop anytime soon. If we are going to help
Irag have a stable and fair government, we might as well start
now.

It tells us that there is a certain amount of desperation among
our foes that they would be willing to take this kind of action.

It tells us we will have to be strong to push this war through to
the kind of conclusion that it deserves.

The truth is, whatever our government’s motives or flaws,
we’ve done the world and Iraq a favor by getting rid of Saddam
Hussein. Now we have to get on with replacing him with some-
thing better.

Even after our troops leave, there will be violence in Irag. You
have only to read the Bible to know that someone has been
fighting someone in this land since the dawn of time. It won’t
stop anytime soon.

But remember, our forces were hailed as liberators when they
arrived and when they helped the crowd pull down Saddam’s
statues. Most Iragis probably think so still.

But they surely cry out for peace as well, and that’s something
we may not have the power to grant. We will do our best, and
hopefully leave Iraq a better place than we found it. That’s all we
can hope for. — Steve Haynes

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:

TotheEditor: In order to change this statistic, we al
Theweek of Feb. 8-14isNational Child needtobeleadersby example. Buckleup
Safety Awareness Week. During this and protect themost preciousresource of
week, Kansas Highway Patrol troopers, all, children.
incooperationwithlocal agencieswill be DouglasC. Griffiths, lieutenant
conducting child safety seat installation KansasHighway Patrol
seminars, programs and enforcement Troop D, Norton
lanes across the state. These programs
will focus on improving the traveling
safety of children.

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading
causeof deathfor childrenages1-18. For
theyears2000through 2002, Kansashad
256 children die as aresult of traffic
crashes. Of thesecrashes, 25percent were
properly restrained or utilized child safety
restraints.
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- Jobs need to stay In rural Kansas

hroughout thepast year, several of

you have contacted meregarding

theclosingof, or at |east therumor
of thepotential closing, of stateofficesin
rural Kansas.

Thosemost frequently mentionedwere
Department of Social and Rehabilitation
Servicesoffices, but thereisareal threat
and attempt to consolidate magistrate
judgepositionsand others. | havevisited
with peopleonthegovernor’ sstaff anda
number of other legislators from both
political partieswhoreally careabout the
futureof rural Kansas, amongthem Reps.
JmMorrison, Ralph Ostmeyer and John
Faber from theimmediateareaand Den-
nisMcKinney, theDemocrat |eaderinthe
Kansas House of Representatives from
Greensburg.

We have done our best to change the
direction Social and Rehabilitation Ser-
vicesand other stateagenciesareheading.
Dennishasmet anumber of timeswiththe
governor and her staff and reports back;
we establish the next step and keep each
other informed.

Recently | met with Candace Shively,
deputy director of Integrated and Service
Delivery within Social Services, and at
another time with Jeremy Anderson, di-
rector of governmental affairs for the
governor’s office. In each meeting, |
pointed out that one of the best waysthe
administrationcantruly demonstratetheir
sincerity inyour effortstowardsrural eco-
nomic development is to maintain and
expand the number of state government
employeesinrural Kansas.

Using theinternet and “800” numbers
with the automated phone systemsis a

Senate
Doings
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two-way street. People from the city
many times are thought to be more tech-
nologically advanced and, if we accept
that theory, can therefore access these
government services more readily than
rural citizenscontactingthecity for these
services. | point out that |ocating thejobs
inrural Kansashel psstabilizetheenroll-
ment in our schools because the state
employee’s children will also become
part of the community, their salary will
help maintain the rural businesses and
health care facilities, they will become
active in the community service organi-
zationsand helpmaintainour way of life,
and purchasingahomewill helpmaintain
thereal estatemarket. Additionally, I tell
them that the state employees could be-
comeambassadorsfortherural way of life
and encourage more agencies to locate
here.

They say every current employee can
continue with their present job, but that
they will bedrivingfarther. | respondthat
that may betruefor theshortterm, but the
reality isthat their replacement will live
in Hays or Garden City or wherever the
officeis, and those communities have
enough ather employment opportunities.

Truly,wouldn’titbebetter for thestate
to locate these officesin rural Kansas?

They do not disagreewith my reasoning.
| hand them the listing of all of the state
government officesfrom the Feist phone
books. Thesebookslist numerousoffices
in Haysand Garden City and quiteafew
in Dodge City. | ask which of these of-
fices really have to be located in these
communities? | continueby askingwhich
services and backroom paperwork (or
computer systems) that are currently
handled in Topeka or Salina or Wichita
or Kansas City really don’t make much
differencewherethey arelocated?

They start listing the services. collec-
tions, legal, administration of countless
departments. | ask, “Why notlocatesome
of theseinrural Kansas?' They hesitate
and hesitate some more. They don’t say
it, but if | am reading their thoughts cor-
rectly, theanswer isthat they, themsel ves
really don’ twanttomovetorural Kansas.

| point out, “Y ou haveawonderful op-
portunity to keep the SRS office openin
some of the communitiesin my legisla-
tive district because the lease continues
for another twoyears. Why not movejobs
from the city to arural community and
begin to truly demonstrate this
administration’s commitment to rural
Kansas?’

How canweclear thishurdle? How can
we get some momentum on this type of
proposal ? | needyour thoughtsandidesas.

Pleasefeel freeto contact meonthisor
anyissue. | canbereached by writingto
Senator San Clark, Sate Capitol-Roorr
449-N, Topeka, KS66612; by calling 1-
800-432-3924 or 785-296-7399; by FAX
at 801-457-9064; or by e-mail at
sclark@ink.org.

[t's been a busy week at Legislature

hingsarestartingtoheatupinTo-
I pekathisweek. TheHouseAgri-
culture Committee on Monday
planned discussionand possibleactionon
Executive Reorganization Order 32,
which would transfer inspection duties
from the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment to the Department of
Agriculture. Currently both do inspec-
tionsof certain retail stores. Thisispro-
jected to save about $1.5 million.
OnWednesday, theCommitteeon Ag-
riculturewill have ahearing on acontro-
versial bill that would require the live-
stock commissioner toidentify individual

Inthe
House
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animals, lotsand herdsof livestock, reg-
ister premiseswherelivestock arel ocated
andtrack al livestock movementinKan-
sas.

Thisfee-funded program would man-
daterecordsbekept for all livestock, ear
tagsor other devices. Thecommissioner
wouldbeallowedtoenter property where
livestock are held and review any live-
stock records. Penalties would be $25C
t0$1,000for eachviolation, and each day
could beaseparateviolation.

The Kansas Livestock Association is
pushing legislators on the committee to
implement thishill. Thisisapeculiar po-
sition for the group to take, considering
itspast oppositiontogovernment regul a-
tionof any kindinthelivestock industry.
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