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Inclependent onserver
Important at meetings

“Why don’t you just publish the minutes of the meeting?”

We’ve gotten this question several times, and the answer is
usually something trite like, “It’s not our policy,” or, “they don’t
fit our format.”

While that’s true, that’s not the whole reason we prefer to
publish stories, written by reporters, who have attended the
meeting in question.

The real reason is to have an independent observer at meetings
where public business is discussed and decided.

The clerks do a great job. The minutes we have read from the
county commission, Norton City Council and Norton School
Board are accurate and to the point. However, the clerks are not
independent observers. They work for the county, city and school
district. They write the official — an important document, but not
an independent, outside view.

If a commissioner, councilman or board member falls asleep
during the meeting, you won’t find it in the minutes.

We at The Telegram feel that it is our job to keep an eye on
government for our readers. That is, after all, our job as a newspa-
per. Scandals involving public officials, misuse of public funds or
just plain stupidity in office are never found in the minutes be-
cause they are not “official.”

We attended a meeting in another town and state long time
ago where a city councilman came to the twice-monthly meeting
drunk. He was incapable of rational thought and spent most of
the meeting hitting on the reporter from the radio station.

Our paper ran the meeting story and the story that the council-
man was drunk.

There was no way that the city clerk was going to put that in her
minutes. It wasn’t official. There was no motion, second, discus-
sion or action taken on the problem. It was, however, something
the public needed to know. The councilman’s actions and failure
to use good judgment was a reflection on his ability to do his job.

The competing paper ran the minutes. They didn’t do their
readers any favors.

Now, having said that, let us assure you that we have never seen
any of our elected officials in Norton behave in any but the most
exemplary manner. And we hope to never have to write that sort
of story again.

Still, sometimes what isn’t official is the most important thing
that happens at a meeting, and we want to give that information
to our readers — even if we get in hot water because the official or
officials in question don’t like having a spotlight on them all the
time.

For those who want to read the minutes of a meeting, they are
available.

For the county commission, County Clerk Robert Wyatt puts
the minutes on the Internet each week. Just go to
www.nortoncountyks.org, highlight county clerk and then
commission minutes for the latest meeting. The minutes are also
kept in a book in the commissioners room or you can get a copy
from the clerk.

For Norton City Council minutes, just look at the bulletin board
in the lobby of the city offices or ask for a copy from Clerk Darla
Ellis.

For Norton School Board minutes, go to the school offices at
105 Waverly and there they are. You can ask Clerk Janice Russell
for a copy.

All the minutes can be viewed free if you ask for them. If you
want them mailed to you or want a copy on a regular basis, the
clerks said that there would be a fee to cover postage and han-
dling.

We would like to get to every public meeting in the county, but
we are few and the meetings are many, so sometimes we have to
rely on those minutes to get our stories to you. When we do, we
always try to call and clarify any questions we have.

We think our job is to give you, the reader, an outside, indepen-
dent view of every meeting we can get to. If you want the min-
utes, they are all open to the public — and if they’re not, you
should ask why. — Cynthia Haynes
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Visions of malts dance In her head

astmonth| attendedthefuneral of

anuncleinNorth Platte. Thoseoc

casions are sad and yet an oppor-
tunity to seeand visit with family.

But my story today isthe memories of
North Platte.

My mother’ sparentswith four of their
children moved to North Platte from
Norton County inabout 1940. My grand-
father worked asacarpenter for acontrac-
tor therefor many years.

Our family usually went to visit at
Christmas and my sister and | would
spend two weeks each summer visiting
our grandparents, aunts and unclesin
North Platte.

WhenWorld War 11 started, one of my
uncleswent into the Army and the other
joined the Navy but my aunts and their
friends still saw that we had agood time
each year, taking usto movies, therodeo
and other entertainment.

The rodeo was a highlight and some-
times they took us to an ice cream shop
that sold malts. One of my favoriteswas
theroot beer malt, it must not beafavor-
ite of many people because you do not
hear of it often.

The other highlight was going to the
North Platte Canteen, which was the
Union Pacific Railroad stationwherethe
soldierscameon “trooptrains’.

One of my sons gave me a book last
Christmaswrittenby Bob Greeneentitled

Memories

Sonya
Montgomery

“OnceUponaTown, TheMiracle of the
North Platte Canteen.”

It brought many memories of those
days. | wasvery young, but | remember
goingtothestationwithmy grandmother
and aunts (by this time there were three
auntssinceanother oneof my uncleshad
gonetotheNavy and hiswifewenttostay
with her parentsfor awhile).

They handed out sandwiches, coffee,
cakesandfruittothesoldiers. Thesoldiers
would have only afew minutes off the
train. | remember someof thesoldiersdid
not get off and sotheyoungwomenwould
take the food and magazinesto thetrain
asthe soldiersleaned out thewindows.

Mr. Greenetellsthat peoplefrom North
Platte started thison Christmas Day 1941
andthey, withhelpfromneighboringcom-
munities continued for the soldiers every
day until oneyear after thewar wasover.

Hesaysinhisbook that theideafor the
Canteen wasthe offspring of amistake.

Tendaysafter Pearl Harbor, family and

friends of the Nebraska National Guard
Co. D heardarumor that their boyswoul o
comethroughNorth Platteonatrooptrain
ontheir way to the West Coast.

About 500 people came to the station
with food, cigarettes, letters and love tc
givetotheboys. Soldiersof Co. D of the
Nebraska National Guard were not on
board, instead troopsfrom Co. D of the
KansasNational Guardwereonthetrain.
From that time, people of North Platte
decided to meet all troop trains.

Mr. Greenewrotethat thestation build-
ing wastorndownin thewinter of 1973
by therailroad. In my opinion that is e
building that should havebeen madeinto
amemorial of some kind to the people
who furnished food, who met the trains
andtothe soldiers whotravel ed through
North Platte.

One of the other things that | thought
was interesting about North Platte as
child was the fact that one of my aunts
wroteanarticleinhigh school about But-
faloBill andinterviewedanoldlady whao
said she had known him personally.

North Plattestill hasmany visitorsbe-
cause of Buffalo Bill, whose home,
ScoutsRest, isnear thecity.

| probably could think of more things
totalk about thosevacations, but thisstory
isabout thememoriesof North Pl atte, the
city and the people They are sweet and
memorable memoriesof thisgreat town.

God bless Texas, there’sno place like It

ball advice column and sincewejust

hadthe Super Bowl, | thought | might
try to write something similar, but truth-
fully, pro football doesn’t interest me
much.

As we watched the game someone
askedwhat city theCarolinaPanthersrep-
resented and wethen realized wedid not
even know if they were from North or
South Carolina.

It' shardtowriteabout somethingwhen
you are so poorly informed. Although |
haveread alot of sportswriterswhodo so
anyway.

| am sort of aPatriot fan becausethat’s
where Steve Grogan played. He was at
Kansas State when | was and | always
wished himwell. Healwaysseemedlike
aclassy guy, thetypewhowouldbeinhis
ownbedat 3a.m. beforeabigbowl game.

Of course Kansas State didn’t go to
bowl! games back then so who knows?

BeingaKansas Statefan for that many
years| asohaveanaffinity for theunder-
dog so | would have liked to have seen
Carolinawin. Personally | think Carolina
might have done better if they had had a
moremanly color for their uniforms. Se-
rioudly, if youaregoingtohavebaby blue,
why not pink, lilac or mint green?

Thegamedidturnouttobeexciting; we
liked some of thecommercials. Thehus-
band went channel surfing during half-
timeso didn’t seethat excitement.

My oldest daughter’ sboyfriendlivesin
Houstonwherethe Super Bowl washeld.
Hetold usrainwaspredictedfor thegame.
They closed the dome in caseit did. He

I got alot of comments about my foot

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

a soreportedthat thetrafficwasawful and
alot of people don’t know how todrive.
| have never been to Houston but from
what | have heard that doesn’t sound
much different from normal traffic. It's
pretty alarmingwhenyouconsider thatin
Texasitislegal to carry asidearm.
Hehasonly lived in Texasfor about a
year and ahalf but | can seethat itiseasy
to get aTexasattitude. Kate even comes
home with it after avisit. Thereis just
something about that state.
Thelasttimeshewentto Texaswasfor
New Year's Eve. On Jan. 2 they were
watching the Kansas State Bowl game
when the woman from across the hall
knocked on the door and asked to usethe
telephone. She had |eft the door to her
apartment open. Kate and Matt had no
idea what she was saying on the phone
because shedid not speak English.
After she left, Matt commented that
therewasal ot of smokein her apartment.
Now | would say that it doesn’t take a
rocket scientist to figure out that where
thereissmokethereisfirebut, Matt holds
amaster of scienceinelectrical engineer-
ing and he works at NASA, so he con-
cluded that she must have burned some-
thinginthe oven.

About 10 minutes later the woman re-
turned with aman. They asked Kate and
Matt to call 911 as the building was on
fire! Thebuildingwasatotal |ossbut M att
was able to save alot of his stuff with
smoke and water damage.

The police told them the woman, wha
washomealone, allegedly set thefirebe-
cause she was mad at the man. The first
time she came to Matt’ s apartment she
called the man to tell him what she had
done. He came home and decided they
had better tell someone — like the fire
department!

| know Kate was relieved the Super
Bowl excitement wasall onthefield.

Congratulations to the New England
Patriotsand God Bless Texas.

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear ano
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymous etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



