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Villages flourished and died on plains

s the county of Norton grew many
townssprang up. Somearestill with
usbut many havebecomelittlemore
than memories.
REAGER

Homesteaded by W.W. Reager in 1882,
Reager at onetime boasted ageneral store, a
church, agrain elevator and was a railroad
stop.

Now, al that remainsof Reageristhegrain
elevator, an abandoned building and one
home.

L ocated 12 mileswest of NortononU.S. 36,
Reagerisnot muchmorethana“bump” asyou
crosstherailroadtracksthat servicethegrain
elevator that still remainsashipping point for
grain.

NEW ALMELO

The place was chosen for itsideal church
site, on ahill overlooking an attractive view
of the SolomonValley.

New Almelo, home of St. Joseph’ s Catho-
lic Church, isthecenter of aCatholiccommu-
nity six miles west of Lenora. Massis con-
ducted every Sunday at 8 am. and Tuesday
at 8:30a.m.

DENSMORE

Densmoreislocated in the Solomon Val-
ley and was laid out and named by John T.
Densmorewho cameout westin 1874. It was
platted and filed for record in 1881. Mr.

Densmore becamethefirst post master.

Several familiesstill call Densmore home
but after theschool sclosed thetown beganto
fadeaway.

EDMOND

Edmond cameby itsnameinamost unusual
way. A young grocery salesman by thename
of Jack Edmond told the town’s first mer-
chant, Noah Weaver, that he would include
1,000 flour sacksif he would namethe town
Edmond. Mr. Weaver took the sacksand the
town becameEdmond. Itwaspl atted andfiled
for on Sept. 10, 1879.

Edmondthrived duringthelate 1880s. The
townenjoyedanewspaper, school, post office
andrailway service.

Last year, withthelossof Brady Grain, the
town’ sonly business, Edmondjoinstheranks
of “thetownsof yesteryear”.

ORONOQUE AND DELLVALE

Whentworailroadswereto belaid west of
Norton, anew station for awestern terminus
washeeded, soOronoguecameintoexistence.
It was platted and the record filed in 1885. It
was on the Oberlin branch of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad.

Dellvale was on the Rock Island and plat-
ted and filed first as South Oronoque. The
settlement had asecond chanceat namingand
wasrenamed Dellvale.

Both townshavelong since faded away.

Country5|de Vet Clinic of Norton, P.A.
Welcomes You to Norton County!

Call Us Because “We Care”
Professional Large and Small Animal Services
Fi

<24 Hour Emergency Care <Full Service Medicine and Surgery
=Clean Facilities for Boarding and Grooming

Mark R. Olson, DVM e Travis A. Hissong, DVM
Sarah Ketterl White, DVM

785-877-2411 ~ 1-800-953-3808

OTHER LOST TOWNS

Deviseswasaninland trading center north
of U.S. 36 near theNebraskaline.

Rayvillewasonthe K ansas/Nebraskabor-
dertothenortheast of Almenaandat onetime
boasted apost office, store, millinery, black-
smith and drugstore.

Norton Center or Reedtown wasfounded
in1873by Shelby Reed onemilewest of State
Street and south of West Washington. He
starteditwiththeideaof makingitthecounty
seat.

Seth was on land owned by David F.
McFarland near the present site of Calvert.
However, after Calvert wasplatted, Sethwas
soon abandoned.

L eota was six miles southwest of Norton.
It wasfirst named Weston but the post office
reported that there was another town by that
name so L eotawas chosen in honor of M.A.

Morrison’s daughter. Leota and Norton
waged afight for the county seat for years.
WhenNortonwonthefightin 1878, L eotade-
teriorated.

Port L andiswasabout oneandahalf miles
west of Edmond. Thetown sitewaspl atted by
O.M. Dannevik and Fred Barlow. Thetown
wasthesceneof themurder of JohnLandisin
1878. Thelittletown had astore, sod school-
house and afew sod houses.

Rockwell City was11mileswestandthree
and ahalf milesnorth of Norton. Named by &
Dr. Rockwell in 1884, hehad grand plansfor
histown but only lived six months. After the
railroad was laid out a few miles south, the
town was abandoned.

Birkvillewasabout 12 mileseast and two
miles south of Norton. In 1918, the church
burned, the store closed in 1920, and other
buildings have been moved away.

Tiny Clayton is “friendly town’

Clayton callsitself “TheFriendly Town.”

Located on the Decatur/Norton county bor-
der on K-383, thetown hasachurch, park, city
hall and grain elevator.

Fishing and boating arejust 10 minutesaway
at Keith Sebelius Reservair.

TheUnited Methodi st churchhas Sunday ser-
vicesat 10 a.m. and Sunday School at 11a.m.

For electricservice, call PrairieLand Electric
Cooperativeat (785) 877-3323.

For propane, contact the Norton County Co-
op at (785) 693-4522.

For phone service, call Southwestern Bell at
(800) 464-7928.

For Internet service call Carroll’s Webb at
(800) 290-4599.
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CORNER OF W. HIGHWAY 36 AND WEST AVENUE, NORTON

Welcome to Almena
and Norton County

Large and Small Animal Care

Dr. Steve Graf, Shelly, MarSue, Nate, Mandi

HOURS: Mon.-Fri.: 8 a.m.-noon; 1-5 p.m. plus
Tues. Eve: 6-7 p.m.; Sat.: 8 a.m.-noon

All Creatures Vet Clinic

Rt. 1, Box 26 (RdE12), Almena, KS — 785-669-2227




Little Almena
has lots to offer

Imena, population 509,
A coversasquaremileinthe

northeast corner of Norton
County.

Thetown ishometo the Almena
Irrigation District, Home Oil,
AlmenaMarket, AlmenaStateBank
and Insurance Agency, Oak Shop,
Almena Agri-Services, Carver
Trucking, All CreaturesVet Clinic,
Arford’ s Antiques, Sprague’s Cor-
ner/Baker Antiques, Windmill
Farms, Rita's Beauty Salon, Body
Essentials, Hawks Electric, Bob
Hawks Construction, and Husky
Hogs.

Thereisasenior citizenscenter,
city office, public library, post of-
fice, the AlmenaHousing Authority
(witheight apartments), and Ameri-
can Legion building.

The Sunflower Pioneer Power
Association hasitsfacilitiesnorth of
town, near the school’ s football
field.

Almenahasanew discgolf course

We’re Your Hometown

and horse shoe pit at the roadside
park, east of town along K-383.
Clubs include the Almena Pride
Committee, Chamber of Com-
merce, Boy Scouts, Cedar Ridge4-
H Club, the Masons, Eastern Star,
Coterie Club, and Quilt Club.

Fireprotectionisprovided by the
AlmenaRural and City fire depart-
ments.

If you' removing to town call the
city for water, sewer, or trash ser-
vices, 669-2425; Nex-Tech for
phoneand cableservice, (877) 550-
7872; Midwest Energy for natural
gasservice, (800) 222-3121; Aquila
for electricity, (800) 303-0752; and
Home Oil for propane, 669-2421.

If you're hungry lunch specials
are offered at Home Oil, Almena
Market andthe AlmenaSenior Citi-
zensCenter.

Medical Services are about 20
minutesaway, at theNorton County
Hospital. Ambulanceor sheriff ser-
vicesareavailableby calling 911.

Newspaper . ..

Stop by the office and meet
us. Our friendly staff will
help you with your adver-

tising or get your subscrip-
tion started today!
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The Sunflower Pioneer Power Association’s that Almena offers during the year.
annual Antique Machinery, Threshing and — Telegram photo by Veronica Monier
Power Show is just one of the many things

Office hours 8am
117 N Norton - Norton

One Low Rate
Oone Simplie Bill

OoOne Great Local Company

Local Phone - Long Distance
Digital CATV - Lightning Jack® High-Speed Internet
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from Prairie Land Electric

g/ Welcome to Norton County \\%

[1 High Speed Internet Via Satellite

Prairie Land Electric has been
serving our rural members in
Northwest Kansas for over 65 years

[1 Satellite TV from DIRECTV®

[1 Ground Source Heat Pumps
and other HVAC — Design, Sales,
Installation and Service
[1 Solar Water Pumps
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Electric Cooperative,inc. Northwest Kansas

RA'RIE I-A D Serving these eight |
countiesin e ra -

1101 West Highway 36 — P.O. Box 360 — Norton, Kansas 67654

PHONE (785) 877-3323




