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Higher speed could
lead to big problems

The Kansas Legislature hasn’tdone much sofar this year, butsome-
times that’s for the best.

The Legislature, so far, can’t agree on school finance or gambling
or a budget. It’s saving those for the final minutes, when the worst
laws are passed without much question.

Right now, the Legislature is stalled on a bill to raise the 70-mile-
an-hour speed limit on Kansas freeways. It’s a bad idea, but there’s
some danger they will pass it anyway.

This plan is being pushed by shadowy forces who claim that the
difference betweendriving 70 in Kansas and 75 in Nebraska is keep-
Ing business away from our state.

Onesponsor, Sen. Robert Tyson, a Parker Republican, claims there
Is twice as much truck traffic on 1-80 in Nebraska as there ison I-70
in Kansas. He’s probably right, by the way, and we’d suggest that if
he likes that, he go drive around in Nebraska on weekends.

If you’ve been there, you know what we mean. The road is rough
and pitted, traffic is awful and a person in a small car is fearful.

Do we want that for I-70, 1-35, U.S. 81 and K-10?

More road damage, higher taxes, more accidents, big repair bills?

Never mind that truckers and tourism officials, when someone
asks, say they don’t mind the slightly lower limit. Never mind that
travel-center workers say almost no one calls to ask about the speed
limit here when planning a trip. Never mind that many, especially
those with green-and-white tags, already drive well past 70 on our
freeways today.

Never mind that the Kansas Highway Patrol says all raising the
speed limit will do is cause more and more severe accidents.

But do mind this: The 70 m.p.h. limit was written with rural Kan-
sasinmind. Legislators wanted to keep the differential between two-
lane roads at 65 m.p.h. and the Interstates at 70 to a minimum to
encourage people to spread out and put some of the traffic back on

the blue highways.

There may be some pressure to drive faster and burn more gas on
the freeways, but we don’t see it out here.

So do we want more and faster trucks tearing up I-70 and fright-
ening our tourists anyway? Or do we want the safe and responsible
drivers we have now, running 70 m.p.h. clear across the state?

Like we said, sometimes that Legislature is best that does the least.

With any luck, this turkey is done for the year.

— Steve Haynes
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Mama bird wins power struggle

dictionary, you would find apicture
of themamarobin that isnow living
above our front door.

Last week | began noticing grass and
twigsandwhat looked like shredsof ma-
terial fromone of Jim’ sbluetarpsonthe
stepsin front of the door. Not giving it
muchthought, | attributed it to debrisbe-
ing blownin by thewind.

But every day it got worse, wind or not.
Thenl saw abirdfly fromunder theporch
eaves. | looked up and, sure enough,
twigs, grassand more shreds of blue ma-
terial were dangling over the edge of the
two inch-wide cornice board above the

I f you looked up “persistence” inthe

Legislation may help rural hospitals

.S. Sen. SamBrownback and| re
cently introduced legislation to
reauthorize a program to recruit
physicianstoserveinrural areas. TheJ-1
visawaiver program, settoexpireonJune
lallowsforeign-born, U.S.-educated phy-
sicianstopracticeinrurd areasthat havea
shortageof physiciansand specidty doctors.

For many areasacrossour country, this
programisthe only way that rural hospi-
tals can get qualified physiciansto serve
intheir communities.

By retainingthisprogram, hospitalsand
clinicsareallowedto hirephysicians, who
havestudiedandtrainedinmedical schools
throughout theUnited States, topracticein
areasthat might not otherwisehaveadoctor.

The J-1 visa program gives interna-
tional medical graduatesthe opportunity
tostay intheU.S.if they agreetopractice
in areasthat are experiencing ashortage
of doctors. For many rural Kansashospi-
talsand clinics, this programisthe only
way to get an experienced doctor.

Since 1993, 115 foreign doctors have
served in Kansas communities through
this program, and 67 physicians, or 58
percent, haveremainedin practiceinthe
state following the completion of their
three-year service obligation.

Under the program, states are able to

Capitol
Views

Rep. Jerry Moran

apply for up to 30 doctors per year. Kan-
sas allows visawaivers for 15 primary-
carephysiciansand 15 specialists.

Now with the support of Sen. Brownback
and Sen. Kent Conrad of North Dakota, we
havedrafted legidationto alow datesto de-
cidewhere doctors are needed, giving ates
moreflexibilityinfillingtheirownhedthcare
needs. Thislegidation would providefor a
five-year reauthorization of theprogram.

“Congressistaking action to improve
accessto health carefor rural Americans
by allowing good doctors, who are edu-
cated in the United States, to practice
medicineinrural aress,” Sen. Brownback
said. “ Thisisacommon sensesolutionto
a growing problem in Kansas and
throughout the country.”

“It is difficult to get physiciansin a
small rural area,” said DeannaFreeman,
Administrator of the Jewell County Hos-
pital. “The J1 Visa Waiver program is
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very important to small rural hospitalsin
order tocontinueprovidingquality health
care to the community. Jewell County
Hospital wassuccessful inrecruitingand
hiring two J-1 physiciansin 2002.”

For more information, contact Con-
gressmanMorana (202) 225-2715orvidthis
web pagea www.house.gov/moranks0l/.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

door, where Mrs. Robin was trying,
vainly, to construct anest.

“We can’'t have this,” was our first
thought. Right abovethedoor to our home
isno placefor abird snest. So, we swept
away all the mess on the front porch,
thinking that would persuade her to go
elsewhere. Wrong. Next day, more de-
bris. Swept that away. Next day, more
debris. Wewere getting nowhere.

Her God-given instinct to build a nest
wasworkingjust fine. Judgment onwhere
tobuilditwasall shelacked.

| suggestedtoJimthat if shehadabird-
house to livein, she would abandon her
attempts. Wehadthepiecesof abirdhouse
left over from last summer when Jim
madeseveral kltsforthegranddaughters

Heassembledoneandnailedit, rather pre-
cariously, abovethedoor.

She still wasn’t having it. She began
pilling her nest-making material ontop of
thebirdhouse. If twigsand grasswouldn’t
stay on aflat surface, | don’t know why
shethought they would do any better one
steeply pitched birdhouse roof.

Now we were getting desperate, anc
thisbirdwithabrainthesizeof apeawas
outsmarting us.

Finally admitting defeat, Jim pullec
down the birdhouse; nailed up aflat,
square piece of plywood; and piled her
raw resourcesonit. Thenall wehadtodc
waswait.

It didn’t take long. But | guess we fi-
nally gotitright, becauseMadameRobin
haswovenavery respectablenest withher
twigs, grass and yes, those were shreds
fromoneof Jim’sbluetarps.

Wehaven't checked yet to seeif she's
laid any eggs. But when she does, | sup-
posewe Il try to respect that and use the
back door for awhile.

Moral of thestory: When Mamawants
ahome, shewantsahome. And shewants
itwhereshewantsit Betterjust giveittc

Congratulationsare In order allaround

T heweekend of promwasfun! My
lastkidisgoingtograduateinMay
so these milestones are taking on
extrameaning. Thisisthechild| am not
supposed to write about, ever, under any
circumstancessol will apologizeupfront.

Whilel amapologizing | want to clear
up something frommy last column. | did
notwanttonamethestoreor thetownwith
thegrowlingclerk. But someonethought
| wastalking about a Norton store! Pay
attention folks — the new house is at
Kensington, which is between 2 county
seat towns. Oneof themisPhillipsburg;
now go get amap, what would the other
onebe?

| didn’ t want to namethetown because
| think they have been traumatized
enoughonthefootball fieldthelast couple
of years at the hands of the Blugjays. |
only hopeour dominanceinfootball isn’'t
signaling aneglect of scholastic endeav-
orslikegeography!

Back tothesubject at hand— | went to
promenade, wow, didn’t the kids look
great. | hopel got some pictures.

| took al ot of picturesbefore Snowball,
but later | found out the camera didn’t
haveany film. | spent alot of timeapol o-
gizing for that!

With thetime change my daughter got
home awhole hour before we had to be
back in Norton to get on the bus for the
State FCCLA meetinginWichita. | have
beenaperennial sponsor for about 6years
now. At first | wasresistant to theidea,
but parents: if you get asked to do some-
thing likethis—doit!

Itiseasy tofind excuses, or if you have
to take vacation days to decide that you
want to spend them doing somethinglike
this, butit’sfun. Andwehavesuch great
kids! And one of these days your baby
will begraduating and therewon'’ t bean-
other chance!

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

Thisyearweall wentinthecharter bus.
The type of transportation depends on
how many are attending the meeting and
what their schedulesare!

Thenew charterispretty cool. Or aswe
were told by some kids from across the
state, “totally cool.”

Areyou arich district they wanted to
know (weforward questionslikethat on
toMr. Mann).

SteveTanner drovethebus, whichwas
cool.

Now just sothereisno misunderstand-
ing, | havesponsored tripswith other bus
driversandfoundthemtobecool aso. (|
havetoapologizesomuch |’ mstartingto
doitinadvanceto savetime!)

Wegot to take the charter becausethis
year wehad 10kidsparticipatingin state
star events. We had even more than that
qualify but not all wereableto attend the
statemeeting. Wehad onemember judg-
ing Star Events. Arewe cool or what?

An additional seven kidswere attend-
ing the meeting as delegates and we had

five parents. This past year we had three
district officers, Eric Burton who was
president, Patricia Hagman, and Sheilz
Harvey. Next year wewill haveonedis-
trict officer, Dani Wuest.

Wealsohadleadershiponthestatelevel
with Peer Education Team members
Amber Bausch, Heather Ebner, anc
SheilaHarvey. Our FCCLA sponsor is
ReginaStark. Shetakesalot of timeplan-
ning thistrip, making it educational and
fun. Thisyear weplayedgamesat All Star
Sports, went to the zoo and ate at an up-
scalerestaurant. Avery cool place!

After our repast, Regina shared some
exciting news with us. The Norton
FCCL A had been named the statewinner
of the Community Service project. Not
only that, SheilaHarvey wasnamed Dis-
trict Member of the Y ear for District A!
But the coolest thingwasMrs. Stark was
named oneof twoMaster Advisorsfor the
Statel

Wewerepretty psychedabout all of that
(or maybeit wasjust asugar highfromthe
chocolate souffle or the creme broul eg).

My weekend went on until Tuesday
whenwearrived back in Norton safeand
sound. | pickedupthepaper andreadthat
theBB gunteamtook state, theboy’ swon
thetrack meet on Friday and thegolf team
alsowon.

Y es, Nortonisacool placeto befrom
and we have kids that make us proud.
Congratulationsall around!

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
tothepoint. They must besignedandcarry
theaddressand phonenumber of theauthor.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our

area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



