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Norton County Co-op
Elevator-Service Station

877-5131 or 877-5188 - Norton
693-4522 - Clayton Branch

McMullen Real Estate
Donald McMullen, Broker; Robert Wyatt

McMullen & Wyatt Auctions
Auctioneers * Realtors

Farm•Estate•Antiques•Households
113 N. State - 877-3299 - Norton

Security Abstract Company
Abstracters Title Insurance Agents

~Home Loans~
Prompt - Efficient - Confidential

214 E. Washington - Norton - 877-2141
Jolene L. Weiser, owner

Whitney Construction
and Farms

Dry Fertilizer Sales and Applications
Terracing • Dozer Work • Ponds

Route 1 - 877-3745 - Norton

Pizza Hut/Taco Bell
Come Join Us For Our

“SUNDAY BRUNCH BUFFET”
Pizza, Pasta, Salad & Dessert

FREE COFFEE or TEA
W. Hwy. 36 - Norton - 877-3359

Felton’s Ace Building Center
“For All Your Building Needs”

~Home Owned and Operated~
Joe and Janet Felton

415 E. Holme - 877-3070 - Norton

Moffet Drug Store
“Prescription Specialists”

Hallmark Cards and
Russell Stover Candies

102 S. State - 877-2721 - Norton

First State Bank
“Your Progressive Community Bank”

Member FDIC
105 W. Main - 877-3341 - Norton

Nelson Bros.
Construction, Inc.

Gen. Contractors * Butler Bldg.
Equipment Rental

Route 3 - 877-2554 - Norton

Norton Dairy Queen Brazier
Dinners - Burgers - Desserts

Hwy. 36 West * Norton, Kan.
785-877-2571

Bridges Group LLP
“Serving the Norton Area Since 1894”

117 N. Kansas * Norton, Kan.

785-877-4016

Don’s Floor Covering
Residential & Commercial
Carpet * Sheet Vinyl * Tile

Levolor Blinds * Panasonic Vacuums
113 W. Washington - Norton

877-3002 - Don Kaus - FREE Estimates

Engel’s Sales & Service
Complete Auto Repair

Small Engines & Lawn Care Equip.
Toro * Lawnboy * Stihl Chain Saws

209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Hardy Construction
New Construction   Ω   Concrete

Roofing   Ω   Remodeling   Ω   Decks
—Sentinel Building Representative—

877-3892/871-0832—Lee Hardy
Ask Us About Durable Alternative To Vinyl Or Metal Siding

Norton County Abstract
Company, Inc.

Title Insurance  *  State Licensed
213 Kansas Ave. — 877-3882

Fax 785-877-5538—Kay Risewick, Manager

Norton Shop & Save
“Your Local Affiliated
Full Service Grocer”

313 W. Main • Norton, Kan.
785-877-2422

Northwest Diesel Repair
Bruce Chambers and Tim Graham

E. Hwy. 36 - Norton, Kan.
785-877-2102

Countryside Veterinary Clinic
of Norton & Oberlin, P.A.
801 W. Holme • Norton • 877-2411

Oberlin 785-475-3808 • 1-800-953-3808
Mark R. Olson, D.V.M. • Travis A. Hissong, D.V.M.

Sarah Ketterl-White, D.V.M.
Mon.thru Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-12

WEEKLY SERMONETTE

Mortensen Computer Services
Repair * Train * Help * Consult
418 1/2 E. Holme * 874-4844
Call or e-mail for a FREE estimate

Shawn Mortensen, Owner
http://www.mortensencomputerservices.com

mortensen@ruraltel.net

Sander Furniture & Gifts
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m.,

Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Bradley and Kim Sander

301 W. Holme • 874-4974

From Norton Christian Church
“We’ve got to really challenge our youth and do what needs to

be done to keep them interested in church, because after all, our
youth are the church of tomorrow!”

I’ve heard this statement a jillion times over the years; I winced
every single time. While this well-intentioned thought sounds great
on the surface, it contains some very horrible underlying messages
that Satan often twists for his advantage in the heads and hearts of
our young people. For example:

“If we’re the church of tomorrow, then we can wait till ‘tomor-
row’ to really get serious about serving the Lord.”

“If we’re the church of tomorrow, no one is really counting on us
taking a leadership role for a long time.”

“If we’re the church of tomorrow, then I can ‘sow my wild oats’
today and then be a dynamic leader in the future.”

One of the reasons so many
Christian young people have
their spiritual lives crater in col-
lege or young adulthood is be-
cause they’ve bought Satan’s
lies about delaying their spiri-
tual passion, service, and lead-
ership because they are, after
all, only “the church of tomor-
row.”

Let’s face the real truth.
Many young adults who put
off getting serious about the
Lord’s work because they are
young never get serious about
the Lord. Many who have
great potential for spiritual
leadership never see that po-
tential realized because the
opportune moments in their
youth to use their gifts are
gone, never to come again.
Many who sow wild oats har-
vest their horrible fruit and lose
their spiritual passion or have
their spiritual lives greatly
damaged because of unneces-
sary sin and its consequences.
(PLEASE don’t hear this to
mean that those who’ve
blown can’t come back and
live powerfully productive
spiritual lives: they can. But,
there can be many unneces-
sarily wasted years and oppor-
tunities as well as many unnec-
essary wounds and regrets as
a result.)

Paul used young Christians
as genuine leaders. In Acts 16
Paul begins goes to Lystra and
chooses Timothy to accom- Scriptures Selected by The American Bible Society    
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SUNDAY

Luke 7:36 - 8:3

MONDAY

Luke 15:1-10

TUESDAY

Luke 15:11-32

WEDNESDAY

Luke 19:1-10

THURSDAY

Psalm 67

FRIDAY

Numbers 11:1-15

SATURDAY

Numbers 11:16-35

“Oh, no!  I can’t see those feet.  Am I an orphan in this strange
‘people-world’?  Where are those feet?  My mama warned me to
pay attention.  I hope the feet find me.”

Even though this little ball of fur is so tiny, she is most familiar
with her master’s feet.  Yet, when she is most lonely, she cries for
him and he lifts her up and she looks into loving eyes that smile at
her warmly.  Though once again placed upon the ground, the
warmth remains.

Each day, one might say that we, too, sit at the feet of our
Master.  As we travel from task to task each day, we may lose track
of the Master.  Yet God watches over us, and when we cry to Him
we are lifted up and we feel the warmth and the love that can only
come from our Heavenly Father.

Do you need to experience God’s loving care?  Visit your chosen
place of worship this week.  Worship at the feet of the Master.  He
will lift you up.

pany him on his mission trip. Timothy is a very young man who is
highly respected by all in the Christian community. In other words,
he had already displayed his Christian maturity and character at a
young age and the church recognized it. Timothy had seen Paul
persecuted and left for dead on his first visit to Lystra. Yet when
Paul asked Timothy to work with him, Timothy courageously ac-
companied him.  Paul used Timothy to go back and strengthen
churches and encourage new Christians as a very young man. Sev-
eral conservative scholars believe Timothy was around 19 at the
time of his work in Thessalonica!

So what’s the point?
First, our young people are the church of today. We cannot af-

ford to let them wait until they are older to make important con-
tributions to the life of the Church. Their ministry is essential. The
things they can do, the places they can go, and the people they

can impact in their teens and
twenties are incredible. Their
ministry builds the church,
reaches the lost, and grows
them into powerful leaders at
a much younger age. We need
them now just like the early
church needed them!

Second, we shouldn’t call
our teens and young adult
Christians to boring and safe
church work, but to hard and
faith-stretching service. The
young will not be satisfied
with uninspiring and boring
“status quo keeping” roles.
Let’s challenge them with
meaningful ministry opportu-
nities like Paul did Timothy!

Third, let’s realize that in the
early church, not only were
the older Christians chal-
lenged to be an example and
model for young Christians,
but young Christians were
also challenged to be an ex-
ample to older Christians in
their “faith, their life, their love
and their purity.” 1st Timothy
4:12.

We’re in the long season of
graduation ceremonies for
many different ages. Let’s
commit that this also be a
graduation time for our con-
gregations and our parents.
Let’s graduate out of the
flawed mentality that the
youth are the church of the fu-
ture, but instead, live passion-
ately with the conviction that
the youth must be a vital part
of our churches and our min-
istries today!

Pamida Pharmacy
505 W. Holme * 877-2133

Toll Free 866-249-7804
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Leigh Ann Hahn, Manager

Norton Glass Co., Inc.
For All Your Glass Needs—

Automotive * Residential * Commercial
*Windshield Repair & Replacement

Paint * Wallpaper * Supplies
209 W. Lincoln - 877-3391 - Norton

Norton Telegram
Your Local Newspaper

215 S. Kansas • Norton, Kan.
785-877-3361

Norton Flowers, Gifts & Greenhouse
Floral Arrangements

Trees Shrubs * Bedding Plants
209 N. Kansas - Norton - 877-3345

Greg & Annette Overlease
FREE DELIVERY IN TOWN

PITCH TOURNAMENTPITCH TOURNAMENT
By JAKE DURHAM

It was a magnificent starlit night
as the faithful gathered for the
April pitch tournament and even
though it was several days past the
annual April Fools Day, there were
several who entered the room
shouting, “It’s raining outside.” To
add to the frivolity, some even ran
out to see. The Ladies Quartet was
singing “April Showers Bring
May Flowers,” while the Grand-
mothers were handing out Daffo-
dils. The Hat Man and The Auc-
tioneer signed in on lucky No.
seven and the Muddy River Boys
boldly took No. 13. Lady A took
her usual No. eight and The
Double K team took No. 14, after
that some were flipping coins to
decide if they wanted odd or even
as they signed in on the board. The
Golden Girls were noticed to be
wearing Buckeyes on leather
thongs around their necks, and it
wasn’t for sure if they were for
good luck or for arthritis. The
clock on the wall indicated it was
about time to start but there was
one team short when a pair entered
through the south door claiming to
be gold miners and were looking
for the Prairie Dog Vein. They
were immediately given the last
even number and the Brown Eyed
Girl shouted, “Begin to Com-
mence” as 52 rushed to the tables.

The desire for an early lead was
obvious as the first round bidding
came on strong and as the first
round came to a close, the
Redneck and the Black Hat Kid,
seasoned players of the game, took
the first round honors and declared
it would be, “ten in a row”. Un-
daunted by such wild declarations,
Team Double Z took the second
round honors but the Redneck and
Partner were playing hardball and
maintained the lead. To prove their
point, the Redneck and the Kid
made it a double as they took the
honors on round three to increase
their lead by a ten point margin.
The gong sounded for the first
break and most gathered around
the tote board for a quick look. The
Hat Man and the Quiet One were
in second place followed by The
Magician and Sword Swallower in
third, and there was a three way tie
for fourth with Doctor Bones and
the Oil Baron , the Bomber Pilot
and the Cattle King, and Shock
Man and the Coach.

The bell sounded to start round
four and non-too-soon as every-
one was anxious to resume play.
There were some obvious at-
tempts to make up for some short
scores as the bidding continued to
be strong. The Dancing Girls and
the Now Generation Girls had a tie
for the honors on round four and
the skins game favored the Now
Generation for the honors, the Red
Neck and the Black Hat Kid, with
a smile and a tip of the hat re-
minded everyone who was still in
the lead. Bug Man and the Exter-
minator grabbed the honors on
round five and for the first time
since round one the lead changed
as the Muddy River Boys now
shared the lead with the Bomber
Pilot and the Cattle Baron. The
Bug Man and the Exterminator
were making a run for it as they
made it back to back as they also
took the honors on round six and
as the gong sounded for the second
break, everyone took a hard look
at the board to assess the situation.
Things were beginning to get com-
plex as Bug Man and the Extermi-
nator were now sharing the lead
with the Muddy River Boys. The
Farmer and the Secretary were in
third, the  Bomber Pilot and the
Cattle King were now in fourth,
and CK and Doctor Bones were in
fifth. From there on down it was
too close to sort.

Skull sessions were the order of
the day as the second break got
underway as the crucial seventh
and eighth rounds were coming up
and those low on the board knew
they had to make some bold
changes while those near the top
could not afford to take risks and
drop out of contention. The sev-
enth round started on a more seri-
ous note as the bidding was now
more deliberate and as the round
continued some sounds of agony
could be heard from the back of the
room. The Red Neck and the Black
Hat Kid took the honors again but

it was the Farmer and the Secre-
tary who had been playing hands
all along, squeezed the Muddy
River Boys out of the top spot by
one point. The Turkey Farmer and
the Greens Keeper took the hon-
ors on round eight as they
squeezed out the Coyote Callers
and Bug Man and the Extermina-
tor but it was the Bug Man and the
Exterminator who moved into the
lead once again. The ninth round
was now coming up and you could
sense the stress as the round was
played out and as the gong
sounded to announce a catch up
break, everyone stayed around the
tote board to determine just how
to play the final round. The Golden
Girls and the Red Neck and the
Black Hat Kid had tied for the hon-
ors but the skins rule went in favor
of the Golden Girls on the next
round. The Muddy River Boys
had moved once again to the top
of the board but were now in a tie
for the lead with the Farmer and
the Secretary in first place. Bug
Man and the Exterminator were in
third, The Redneck and the Black
Hat Kid were in fourth and Round-
ing out the top five was the
Bomber Pilot and the Cattle
Baron. The next five places were
almost on top of each other and it
was obvious once again that the
tenth and final round would deter-
mine the outcome.

There were some who were no-
ticed taking deep breathing exer-
cises and as the final round began,
there were some good luck charms
now on the tables (never too late).
For those near the top, the final
round seems to never end and for
those needing to catch up, it ends
all too fast but all good things
come to an end and as the tallies
were recorded, the lead seemed to
change with each new posting,
there was a four-way tie for the
honors between the Coyote Call-
ers, the Muddy Bottom Boys, the
Farmer and His Secretary and the
Big Mac Attack. The Muddy Bot-
tom Boys won on a high card draw,
but it was the Farmer and His Sec-
retary who stole the show as they
took the top spot on the score
board for the championship.

It had been a highly contested
championship and it was a grand
finale. The champions had been
there and done that before and they
took their accolades with humil-
ity and dignity and vowed to return
to defend their newly won title.

Top ten teams in order were: 1.
Dee and Thelma Bushnell; 2. Todd
and Doyle Brooks; 3. Jerry Dar-
ling and Lynn Thiele; 4. Dick
Hemphill and Carl Neff; 5. Coy
Christy and John Hildebrand; 6.
Joyce Sumner and Eleanor
Jensen; 7. Dave Sheley and Jack
Mechsner; 8. Ed and Kathleen
Berlier; 9. Tony Hildebrand and
Larry Harmon; 10. Dennis
McMullen and Duane McEwen.
Winning score by Bushnell and
Bushnell was 130 points for an
average of 13 points per round.

High round scorers were: Tony
Hildebrand and Larry Harmon;
Arnold and Dorothy Zillinger;
Kim Gallentine and Stacy
Breiner; Jerry Darling and Lynn
Thiele; Bill Glennemeier and
Eldon Vincent; Joyce Sumner and
Eleanor Jensen; Coy Christy and
John Hildebrand. Highest single
round score was 23 points by Tony
Hildebrand and Larry Harmon.
Triple high round scorers were
Hildebrand and Harmon; double
high round scorers were Jerry Dar-
ling and Lynn Thiele.

Other teams not previously
mentioned were: Julia Roeder and
Vicky Henderson; June Jolly and
Margaret Magers; Alice Chance
and Jeanette Groothoff; Kathryn
Van Meter and Junita Eckhart;
Barbara McKie and Donna
Millan; Ron and Sondra Kester;
Paul Schultz and Lothar
Fuerstenau; Cynthia and Ed
Glennemeier; Doc Peterson and
Carl Neff; Mary Jane Wahlmeier
and Jackie Porter; Dewaine Stapp
and Leonne Purton; Barry Mad-
den and Bill Johnson.

Some Willie Nelson tunes were
being played as past hands were
replayed and post-mortems were
discussed. Everyone seemed to
agree it wasn’t over until it was
over.


