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Schools equality
not more money

The Kansas Legislature so far has done nothing to solve the “school
problem,” and that may not be entirely a bad thing.

The state’s schools probably will get some more money, but noth-
ing like the billion dollars recommended in a consultants’ report a
couple of years ago — and demanded by a Topeka judge’s ruling
last month.

For one thing, no one can really say how much money Kansas
schools need. They already take more than half the state budget

The state Constitution says the Legislature shall make “suitable”
provision for the school budget. Half of everything might seem more
than suitable to some, but schools are important.

Still, average test scores for Kansas students are high and they seem
to do well in college or trade school. Kansas schools have better
equipmentand facilities than many, and the money is there for basic
education.

There are inequalities.

Schools with shrinking enrollment—which includes most districts
in rural Kansas, especially the northwest — are in a pinch, because
student count is the biggest component of a district’s budget.

Many put off the day of reckoning, but with times tight and no
extrastate money, they are cutting back. That hurts, but most Kan-
sas businesses have been forced to do the same thing. So has the
state.

It’s easy to say that people can afford a tax increase, but most vot-
ers seem to disagree.

Then there are the growing suburban districts, places like Blue
Valley, where wrestling mats retract into the walls of new high
schools. These schools may not be exactly plush, but the evidence
— and the copious course offerings — suggest they have more
money than they could get by with.

Still other districts are pushed by demands for special education
or English asa second language. Immigrants may bring growth and
new dollars, but their children can be expensive to teach.

Other districts, eyeing the share of the pie going to neighbors,
are unhappy with the way it’s divided. That was the genesis of the
lawsuit now making its way to the state Supreme Court.

We hope the high court throws the suit out. In our democratic
system, it’s the Legislature and not the courts that should decide
how much to spend on schools. Only our elected representatives
should decide what is “suitable.”

It’s true that the state needs to deal with the inequities in the sys-
tem, but that’s no easy task and there is no money to throw at the
problem. It’ll have to be solved within the current budget, or nearly
so. There will be no billion-dollar bonus for public schools. There is
no need for one.

But the Legislature does need to apply itself to the task of making
the school budget system alittle more equal, and it needs to do that
before the next session ends.

In the meantime, the courts ought to back off and let the system
function, even if that means little or no change until the voters de-
mand one.

Inademocracy like ours, that’s the way the system is supposed to
work. If the Legislature doesn’t act, it’s made a decision, and the
losers should not count on the courts to bail them out.

— Steve Haynes
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She'sa proud mother of college grad

edidit! I an now, officialy, the
other of a certified, card-carry-
ng, educated, college graduate.

They take graduation ceremonies seri-
ously at theUniversity of Maryland Uni-
versity College. In early March, my
daughter, Halley, thenreferredtoas” The
Candidate,” receivedavery official-look-
ing document regarding ticket informa-
tion, cap and gown size, lodging, lun-
cheon and new graduate information.

On graduation day, candidatesMUST
beinline, at theauditorium, inal phabeti-
cal order, by 7:30a.m. or they would have
to be seated intherear of theauditorium.
And they meant it. Halley said severa
arrived at 7:35 and were not allowed to
jointhe procession.

Each candidate was allowed six (6)
tickets for the ceremonies. The ticket
MUST NOT be separated from the stub
ortheticketwouldberenderedvoid. Park-
ing was allowed only in certain places.
Guests were expected to stay for the en-
tireceremony, and sowerethecandidates.

Further study of the information re-
vealed that over 1,300 graduates and
11,000 guests were expected.

Severd long-timefriendsof my daugh-
ter flew to Washington to share the day
withher andto cel ebrateher achievement.
Amber isayoung woman | have known
sincesheand Halley werein high school
together. Kristi isafriend Halley hashad
foralmost that longand Rebekahisarela-
tively new friend.

That whole concept of friendship is
unigque. Theseyoungwomenarediverse.
Oneisaprogrammer for ahuge software
company, oneisapersonal fitnesstrainer,
and the other isafinancial analyst for a

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

large hospital. They are from different
backgrounds, but with onethingin com-
mon: they are loyal friends. This week,
they weretherefor Halley. Intwoweeks,
they are all meeting again to help one of
them moveinto anew apartment.

Theonly way youget loyal friendslike
thatistobealoyal friend yourself. So, as
proudas| amof my daughter for sticking
with it and finishing something she
started, | amjust asproud of her for being
thekind of woman sheisand suchagood
friend.

—ob—

We celebrated that night by going out
to dinner at agreat Italian restaurant on
DuPont Circleintheheart of Washington.
It was loud and crowded. Thearomasin
the air made your mouth water. Waiters
never wrote down athing; they remem-
bered your orders and got them all right.
The meal was served family-style and
Halley got carried away, ordering at | east
two more courses than we should have.
But we brought the extrahome, sowe'll
enjoy Italianfood for afew more days.

Today isourtouristday. Halley took the
day off and weare heading out to see Ar-
lington National Cemetery and the new
WorldWar Il Memoria. | wanttogoback
to the Vietnam Memorial and the

RooseveltMemorid. If theMartin Luther
KingMemorid iscompleted, | wanttosee
that, too.

Y esterday, Karahad atour of theWest
Wing. Halley’ sfriend Lois, who hasthe
security clearancetotakegueststhrough,
cameinonher day off, toescort Karaand
Rebekah. (Refer to paragraph eight
above). She is the same woman who
stayed until 9 p.m. on a Friday night to
escort me. Wecan't thank her enoughfor
her kindness.

—ob—

On Wednesday, | am flying from
Washingtonto Seattlefor amini-reunion
with my sister, Kathryn, and her daugh-
ters, Patriciaand Delight. Kathrynisplan-
ningaspaday for all of usasaspecial treat.
Thiswill besomething | havenever done.

| amtoldthatif youareeventhedight-
est bit claustrophobic, donot dotheherbal
body wrap. | don’tthink I’ m claustropho-
bic, but being wrapped in scalding hot
towels with a banana |leaf over my face
doesn’t soundlikefun. | might passonthe
wrap, but I'm looking forward to every-
thing else. Pedicuresaremy favorite.

—ob—

Jimishandling my extended vacation
very well. Thiswholething grew from e
few days away into a 10-day excursion.
And never oncedid heever say hedidn't
want meto go or ask why | thought | hac
tobegonefor solong. Hewasnothing but
encouraging, knowing how important it
wasfor meto do both things.

This, of course, meansheisentitled to
dothesame. Hm-m-m-m, did | hear some-
thing about anantiqueengineandthresher
show in Nova Scotia?

Agood friend issomething to cherish

daughter-in-law and two of her

friends. As we ate and they shared
some of their experiencesand funtimes,
| couldn’t help but think what awonder-
ful giftagoodfriendis.

When | was much younger, my good
friend’ smother told us, “ You girlsdon’t
realizehow fortunateyouaretohavesuch
agood friendship.”

Our reply was, “ Y eah, yeah.”

Now, aswe' vebothgrownolder, lived
thousandsof milesapart, weathered many
personal crises, we say, “How very
blessed we' vebeen.”

My mother and her collegeroommate,
Aileen Boxler, still talk frequently and
through the yearsthey have eaten count-
less meals together, shared stories,
shopped and cherished their friendship.

The greatest thing about long-lasting,

I recently wasinvitedtolunchwithmy

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.
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goodfriendshipsistheunconditional love
and lack of judgment.

We don't have to agree, but we agree
torespecttheother’ sbeliefs. | haveadear
friendwho comesback toNortontwicea
year and each time we share lunch, fight
over thelast piece of coconut cream pie,
andsitfor threetofour hoursjust talking.

Our discussionsbecomevery heated at
times, but alwaysendon, “ 1t wassogood
to seeyou and haveour long talk.”

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor |etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

Weknow wewon'’t changeeachother’ s
mind. Weareabout 180 degreesapart on
most issues, but we respect and love one
another enough to overlook that.

[ will never forget whenoneof our chil-
drenwasvery young andthey saidtome,
“Oh, | couldn’t be friends with them
they’re* Democrat/Republican”.

| pointed out that our best friendswere
theoppositeof us. Thechildwasin abso-
lute disbelief because for some reason
friendstothem had becomesynonymous
withlike-mindedness.

The true beauty of friendshipsis the
widevariety of thought we can share.

[tistruly how wegain new insight, ex-
plore new thoughts and change or
strengthenour ownbeliefs. Andisn’tthat
what friendship is all about, to help us
become* better at whoweare”.

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.



