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FISHING — HUNTING
CAMPING — RECREATION

The Norton
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The Kansas Department of Wildlife and
Parks (KDWP) and the Almena Irrigation
District recently signed an agreement, which
isintendedtomaintainthewater level inKeith
SebeliusL akeat ahigher level that will insure
morewater for recreational and conservation
interests. Thelake, whichislocated just west
of Norton, iscurrently morethan 16 feet be-
low what is considered “full”, or what is
termed the“ conservation pool”.

Under thetwo-year agreement the KDWP
will annually pay the District a specified
amount of money to not withdraw water from
thelakeuntil theelevationreaches2,290feet
mean sealevel (mdl). Currently thelakeisat
2,287.9 msl. Once the elevation reaches or
exceeds 2,290 mdl, the district may release
water toanelevationnolower than2,288msl.
Any irrigation water releasesin the next two
yearswill stop oncethereservoir water level
dropsto 2,288 msl.

The agreement will not affect the city of
Norton’ sability torel easewater for their pub-
lic water supply because those releaseshave
littleeffect onreservoir water levels. Despite
theagreement, without water inflows, evapo-
ration alone could drop thelakelevel several
feet over the next twoyears.

KDWPRegion 1 PublicLandsSupervisor,
Bruce Taggart, commented that the agree-
ment provesthat irrigationinterestsand pub-
licrecreational interestscanwork together to
maintainahealthy lakelevel. Taggart said that
under theagreement, “ Irrigatorswill gainfis-
cal relief from operations and maintenance
costs and will retain some assurance of hav-
ing enough water to meet therequirementsof
the Republican River Compact with Ne-
braska. Likewise water recreationists will
have morewater to enjoy, and the higher wa-
ter levelsarecritical toextendtheexceptiona
fishingopportunitiesavailable. Thisimprove-
ment was made possible only through the
|eadership shown by the president of the
Almenalrrigation District, Norman Nelson;
the members of the District; and Mike
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Hayden, Secretary of KDWP. Hopefully this
agreement will help spur similar agreements
inthefuture, whichwill benefitirrigators, rec-
reational users, and ultimately theeconomies
of thecommunitiessurrounding otherirriga-
tionreservoirsinwestern Kansas.”

The KDWP, under licenses from the U.S.

Bureau of Reclamation, operates and main-
tainsboth Prairie Dog State Park and Norton
WildlifeAreaontheshoresof Keith Sebelius
Lake. Thelakeprovidesagreat placetoboat,
water-ski, andfish. Thepark andwildlifearea
provide many opportunities for wildlife
watching, including chancesto view pheas-

ant, prairiedogs, Canadageese, wildturkeys,
mule deer, and whitetail deer. The park also
offers camping facilities, hiking trails, and
containstwohistoricstructuresthat givevisi-
torsaglimpse of Kansas' past. All of these
activities are dependent on the lake remain-
ing at aviablelevel.
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Nick Fischer and Brady Rogers work hard to set up a tent during their Memorial weekend stay at the Sebelius
Reservoir. See more pictures on Page 8. — Telegram photo by Veronica Monier




