Canaidates tell us
what they hope
to accomplis, If elected

Scenes from the meet-the-candidates day:

For a bunch of glad-handers, the candidates don’t seem too eager to
meet new people. | have to collar the ones | haven’t met.

If they are reticent, though, it passes by the time they get on stage.

The thought strikes us that we might be able to make some observa-
tion that would make every candidate cringe. That should be popular.
Norton’s Doug Sebelius came across as the most liberal of the lot.
That’s no surprise. He’s always been seen as a member of the GOP’s

“left” wing.

tax to soak the rich, and “decoupling” the state income tax from the
federal system so the state could decide its own deductions — would
make a Democrat proud.

Mr. Sebelius made it pretty clear he thinks it will take a tax increase to
solve the state’s budget problems. His talk of making rural Kansas more
attractive to families made sense, but he didn’t really say how to do
that.

By contrast, the Democrat in the race, Norcatur’s Bob Strevey, fo-
cused on the philosophical issues of the school battle, not something
most of us think about.

There are those rallying against a school tax increase, he said, who
just don’t like public education. They want private schools, church
schools, home schools or no schools, but not public schools. He’s right
about that: some of these people have an agenda. Most of the conser-
vatives just don’t want to raise taxes, though.

The conservatives — Reps. John Faber, running against Sebelius and
Strevey for re-election, and Rep. Ralph Ostmeyer, running for the
Senate — pointed out that they voted for a House plan that would have
added nearly $200 per student to school districts’ spending base. That
would produce nearly $100,000 a year in Oberlin.

Mr. Faber, a former school board member who traditionally is more
generous on school spending than some conservatives, said it made
him sad to come home without any money for schools.

Mr. Ostmeyer said at least they had “held education harmless” while
cutting other programs.

Mr. Sebelius and Goodland’s Dan Rasure, like the Senate and the
governor, criticized the House plan as “smoke and mirrors,” robbing
one budget to pad another. Most likely, they are right.

Mr. Sebelius was well spoken and made his case clearly, as befits an
experienced trial lawyer. (A prosecutor, though, and not one of those
contingent-fee hucksters.) He was the best-spoken of the House candi-
dates.

The Senate side did not win glory as orators. Mr. Rasure was nervous
and halting, and he misspoke a couple of times. He said, for instance,
there was an effort to bring a Veterans Administration hospital to the
district, when he meant a clinic.

Several in the audience of 40 said later that they were impressed with
his youth and his enthusiasm, however.

Rep. Ostmeyer rambled so long, the host, Mike Matson of the Farm
Bureau, was ready to give him the hook. He made it clear that he wasn’t
going to push for a tax increase for schools. As the state’s economy
improves, he said, it will provide enough money to take care of necessi-
ties. That’s a perceptive view: just wait, and the problem will go away,
but he’s probably right.

Rep. Faber was, well, Rep. Faber. He’s held the seat for eight years
now. He beat both his opponents last time, and unless one of them
learns to knock on doors, there’s no reason to believe he won’t do it
again.

Like the Senate race, though, it’s too early to tell who will pull out
ahead.

And that Senate scramble? Rep. Ostmeyer probably is better known
and has better party connections. His experience is his main campaign
plank.

Dan Rasure has his enthusiasm and, for a new college graduate, a
great deal of political and government experience. His uncertainty
before a crowd should fade. He impresses people as bright, dedicated
and sincere.

Democrat Tim Peterson starts out behind, but he has farm connec-
tions. Still, it’s a Republican seat to lose.

For now, though, it’s a race.

Now, have we missed anyone? — Steve Haynes
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Summer campisagreat place for kids

randdaughter Alexandriawentto
church camp two weeks ago,
Angelialeft Sunday for her week
away, and Chantelleis“ondeck” waiting
her turn next Sunday.
—ob—

| think it does children so much good
to haveatimethat isjust theirs. It'sim-
portant for them to makefriendson their
own. Angeliais13and avery self-confi-
dent young lady in most areas, but when
it came to going to camp, she had some
misgivings. “Grandma, | won’'t know
anybody there.”

Rememberinghow | felt goingaway to
my first camp, | devised a plan to intro-
duce her to some other girls going to
camp. The Saturday night before they
were to leave, | made some phone calls
and in short order, we had a pizza party
organized.

[tdidn’ttakelong beforethegirlswere
talking and sharing stories about school
likethey had known each other for years.
The next day, waiting to load the bus, |
took their picture. They struck their
“Rockette” pose and had their arms
aroundeachothers neckslikekidsaways
dowhenthey’ reacting goofy for pictures.

Of course, therewereboysgoing, too,
afact that wasnot lost on the girls. And,
I’mnottoooldtonoticethat theboyswere
being pretty observantthemselves. Atthis
age, it’ samusing how differently thetwo

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

genders handl e the same situation. Boys
get quiet, shovetheir handsintheir pock-
etsandkind of shufflealong. Girls,onthe
other hand, get giggly, pushy andlouder.
How it al ever worksisamiracle. But,
somehow, it does.

—ob—

Drivingtotowntheother day, Jimsaid,
“Thisrainhasjust ruinedthat littlecorn.”

“Areyou nuts?’ | asked in my most
demure manner.

“Well,look atit,” hesaid, “ It sgoneand
madebig cornout of it.”

It' strue. Thecornhas, literally, shot up,
and seemingly overnight. | would imag-
ineif youhadthepatiencetositandwatch
asingle corn stalk for aday, you could
actually seeit grow. Pastures are green,
farm ponds arefilling up, terraces stand
full, lawnsdon’ t need muchwatering, and
farmers seem to have alittle bouncein
their step again.

It' stoolatefor thewhest, of course, but
themoisturewill help the corn, milo and
afalfa. Too soon to say the drought has

been broken, but nobody would give &
drop back.
—ob—

When my mother died, | heard from
more than one person that the trait they
most admired in her was that she never
said anything negative about anyone. |
wastakingalittlebreak thismorning anc
ran across an excerpt from her book that
spellsout her philosophy. Shewrotethis
Oct. 16, 1941:

“Alot of peoplespend alot of timedis-
cussingthefaultsof therest of thepeople.
| imagine almost any one of you, if you
will just stop and think, will realize that
you haveheard something not quitecom-
plimentary about every singlepersonyou
know. It' sashame, instead of discussing
the shade of hair Mrs. Whatshernameiis
wearing now, we don't just speak of the
beautiful fancywork shedoes. I nstead of
telling how Mr. Doe, from over north,
spends all he makes and then some, and
never keepshisharnessrepaired, or takes
such poor care of histools, we might re-
mark that hethinkstheworld of hischil-
dren, and carries the wash water for his
wife. | think we'reall of us overworked,
overtired, overnervous, and oversensi-
tive. We're forever letting little things
worry us, and thetroubleis, we'reall so
alikewecan't seethat.”

| neededtobereminded of that. Thanks,
Mom.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Almena man thinks local candidate is the right choice

L etter to the Editor:

Elections. Arethey hindrancesandthe
stuff fromwhichanirritationismade?Or
arethey truly the sustaining lifeblood of
freedom— boththeideal andthereality?

| like to think that our expressions of
disillusionment and disgust during el ec-
tiontimeisanatural part of thedynamics
that formed the American culture and
shaped our government. Despite recent
eventsthat have prompted someat home
and abroad to decry that our society is
cruel and colonizing, most of the world
still hears and sings America’ s song of
freedom, understands the hope it repre-
sentsand the compassionit feels.

L et me make one thing clear. On our
soil, the peopl eareadisaffected and sub-
servient group separated from their gov-
ernment.

Thegovernmentisabody of collective
servants of the people. Our image, how-
ever, isoftenshaped by what el ected | ead-
ersaccomplish, or fail to accomplish, as
the case may be. More importantly, the
futureandthewell-being of thepeopleare
shaped by |eaders.

This brings me to my point. | have a
friend seekingtheofficeof staterepresen-
tative, Doug Sebelius, who isthe person
| feel we need in public office. Over the
years |’ve come to know him as a prin-
cipled and dedicated public servant of
high integrity. AsaCounty Attorney for
morethan 23 years, hehasearned arepu-
tation as both tough and fair-minded,
commanding therespect and confidence

of hiscolleagues.

| believe that we need someone like
DougintheKansasL egislaturewhowill
be dedicated to providing the children of
this state with a high quality public edu-
cation. Heknowsthat the peopl earetired
of abickering, do-nothing legislature,
which only payslip serviceto thenotion
of agood educationsystem. Rural schools
need protection and he'll fight for their
future.

Doug wantsto pushlawmakersto con-
front the challenges of finding arespon-
sible and fair method of balancing the
state’ s budget, without more gimmicks.
As he putsit, acommitment to working
for alivablebal ancebetween administer-
ing essential government services, arev-
enue policy and no-frills efficiency. He
a so hashiseye on pushing stategovern-
ment to place more of the state’ sgovern-
ment services delivery systemin North-
west Kansas, wherean equitabl eshare of
itanditsjobsbelong.

| also know that Doug iskeenly aware
of theneedsof our society’ smost vulner-
ablecitizens; theelderly, thedisabledand
our youth. I know that hewill work to see
that adult care homes, assisted living fa-
cilitiesandhomehealthcareprovidersget
thesupportthat’ srequired. Andoneof the
best waysto protect our children, he be-
lieves, istostrikeback at the serioussub-
stance abuse problem we have, particu-
larly methamphetamine, by providingthe
best enforcement training, forensic sci-
ence, equipment and public education

systemwe can.

Doug’ sloveand concernfor thebeauty
and natural resources of Kansas has led
him to his present service on the state’ s
Wildlife & Parks Commission. He is
firmly committedto conservation, public
recreation, wildlifehabitat, parksand pro-
motingtourism. | noted asenseof urgency
when we talked about water issues. Be-
lieve me, Doug clearly understands the
serious need to establish a water policy
that emphasi zessustai nablity; that means,
he says, practicing the stewardship Goo
intends. Hiswork onthenew pool agree-
ment between the State and the Almene
Irrigation District waskey toitssuccess.
Theagreement may becomethetemplate
for other conservation projects across
Kansas.

Now | know there are those out there
who would consider me some kind of
political extremist. However, quite the
contrary, | am just a concerned citizen
whowantsonly thevery best for our state
and all of Northwest Kansasinclusive.

You see, | know Doug Sebelius, his
values and his vision for making things
better inthelivesof theaverage Kansan.
He' saman of faithand deep convictions,
livingacalling to public service.

Thechoicetovoteinthisgreat land, as
well asto what candidate to vote for, i<
personal. But asfor me, | shall cast my
vote for the man | feel will help build &
better Kansas—Doug Sebelius.

Abner E. Williams
Almeng



