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Difficulties threaten state

PRATT —Kansasstateparksareat across-
roads. KansasDepartment of Wildlifeand Parks
(KDWP) staff are consulting regularly with
park patronsand state official sasthey attempt
to chart acoursethrough thefiscal difficulties
that threaten the state park system.

Theproblemisnot decliningpark usage. Visi-
tation countscontinuetheir upwardtrend, con-
firming research that reveal snearly two-thirds
of Kansans use state parks. State parks have
hostedmorethan7millionvisitsannually since
2000, including an al-timehigh of 7.9 million
in2002.

However, funding support of state parksis
changing. Park users have assumed a greater
share of the cost of operating state parksin re-
cent years, as State General Fund (SGF) sup-
port has declined. Just 10 years ago, the SGF
provided 65 percent of park operating budgets.
Today, the SGF shareislessthan 15 percent.
Additiona SGFreductionsarepossible, asstate
officials seek waysto bolster budgetsfor edu-
cation and other purposes.

“We agree with the user-pay concept, but it
isimportant to remember that state parks ben-
efit dl Kansans, whether they visit state parks
or not,” saysJerry Hover, director of KDWP's
ParksDivision. “ Researchhasshownthat state
parks, forexample, generateabout $685million
ineconomicimpact annually in Kansas.”

Park visitors spend about $190 millionin
Kansaseachyear ongoodsand servicesrel ated

to their park visits. Those purchases generate
more than $13 million annualy in state sales
taxes. Moreimportantly, those purchases cre-
ate1,850K ansasjobsand$46 millioninwages.

KDWPanditspartnersarestudyingwaysto
establish aternative, long term sourcesof rev-
enuefor stateparks, but KDWPofficid sandthe
Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission are
considering changesin some park feesbegin-
ning next year to help make ends meet in the
short term. Part of the strategy involvesreduc-
ingor deferringsomeoperationstosavemoney,
but changesinsomepark feeswill benecessary,
Hover said, tocarry thepark systemthroughthe
Fiscal Y ear 2006. Among the fee changes un-
der consideration arethefollowing:

« apply variable rates, from $35 to $150 per
night, for state park cabins, according to season,
day of the weeks, and type of cabin;

« change the fee for in-season motor vehicle
permit purchase from $45 to $50;

« change the fee for in-season second motor
vehicle permit from $25 to $30;

« apply a surcharge for long-term camping;

« change annual camping permit fee to $249
off-season, $299 in season;

« change 14-night camping permit to $85 off-
season, $99 in-season; and

« apply a $5 premium charge for prime sites
Friday through Sunday.

Kansas residents are encouraged to contact
the Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission
memberstoexpresstheir opinionsonpark fund-
ingoptionsandtooffer freshideasfor park fund-
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ing. Contactinformationforthesevenmembers
of the commission is available at the KDWP
website, www.kdwp.state ks.us, andinthe2004
Kansas Fishing Regulations Summary, avail-
ablewherever licensesaresold.

Park congtituentsal soareencouragedtopar-
ticipateindiscussionsof theissueat upcoming
meetingsof thecommission, whichwill beAug.
26 in Great Bend and Oct. 28 in Atchinson.
Check KDWPwebsitefor exact timesand lo-
cation, whichwill bepostedinthefuture.

Workshop
Set for Sept.

A ‘Becoming an Outdoors-Woman' work-
shop will be held Sept. 24-26 at Rock Springs
4-H Center near Junction City.

Hereisyour chanceto learn outdoor skills
such as hunting, fishing, orienteering, back-
packing, camping and boating.

Designed primarily forwomen, itisanoppor-
tunity for anyone18yearsof ageor older andis
forYOU if you... havenevertriedtheseactivi-
ties, but havehopedfor anopportunity tolearn;
you areabeginner who wantsto improveyour
skills; or youknow howto dosomeof theseac-
tivities, but would liketo try somenew ones.

Qual, chicken
LA0NSWON't
beexpanded

Inarecent meeting of theKansasDe-
partment of Wildlifeand Parkscommis-
sion meeting it was decided not to grant
aWildlife and Parks regquest to expand
quail and prairie chicken seasons.

Sportsmen and conservation groups
expressed concernthat low popul ations
couldn’t support theincreased pressure.

A doveseason of Sept. 1-Oct. 14, and
Nov. 1-16 was set. The split was made
to offer youth upland and waterfowl
hunters and prairie chicken huntersthe
option of also harvesting doves.

MarvinKraft, Wildlifeand Parkswa-
terfowl program coordinator, told com-
missioners that spring drought in the
Dakotas and southern Canada probably
hurt production on some species of
ducks, but timely summer rains have
helped others.

Though official federal guidelines
won’t be out until just before the
commission’s August meeting, when
waterfowl seasons are set, Kraft pre-
dicted ashortened early teal and liberal
regular waterfowl seasonfor thisfall.
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Welcome Fishermen and Campers

VISIT OUR DELI AND BAKERY TODAY!
We Sell Park Permits and Hunting and Fishing Licenses
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117 N. Second, Norton, Kansas — Phone 785-877-2551
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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When You Travel—Stay With Ush‘

CLEAN, COMFORTABLE ROOMS

25 Air Conditioned Rooms [IRemote TV/HBO Outdoor Pool
[Electric Plug-Ins Available OMajor Credit Cards Accepted

HilICrest Motel

; g W. Hwy 36, Norton—1-785-877-3343
i“ RoLAND AND LAURA WASHBURN, OWNERS

Reservations Only: 1-800-444-8773
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