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Only 50

oays left

untll general election

The Republican and Democratic conventions are behind us,
and the campaign stretch has begun, with 50 days remaining
until the the first Tuesday in November.

This was a strange year for conventions, with both parties
having chosen their nominee long before. Both were designed

mostly to play to the prime time

television audiences.

One commentator said he thought the old exciting conven-
tions were a thing of the past, and that probably in the future, the

Republicans and Democrats will

have their delegates gather and

party for the weekend, do about three hours of actually conven-
tion for the television networks on Monday and Tuesday, and
that would be it. He suggested they might keep the main speech
from the nominee on Wednesday, but felt that really could be the
windup to the Tuesday television show.

Over the next eight weeks, the gnashing of teeth over the
military records of both George Bush and John Kerry will continue
to surface among the waves of rhetoric. The evidence so far is that
Kerry is unfit to command because he came home and worked
against the Vietnam War along with millions of other people in
1971, and that Bush is unfit to command because he found
politics in Alabama more important than making his National

Guard weekends.

These should not be the main reason someone decides to vote
for either man, but there will be lots of charges and counter
charges between the two camps. Many citizens feel these tactics
are a good reason to stay away from politics; they are not mem-

bers of either major party.

Referred to as the “great unwashed,” those who cling to the No
Party Affiliation on their registration seem to always complain
about the choices on the November ballot, but do not want to be

part of the decision process.

Now that the conventions are over, the Democrats and Republi-
cans will focus their efforts to convince the unaffiliated that their
guy is the best choice. Neither of the major parties has enough
members to control the national election; to win, they must

attract the unaffiliated.

There are splinter parties who have members across the nation,
and seek the same unaffiliated voters. In a close vote, their num-
bers might throw the election into doubt or keep either major
party from winning and it would end up in the House of Repre-
sentatives. This is the stuff political science theories and doctoral

thesies feed on.

The polls continue to show this a close race for the White House,
and it will be interesting to watch the pundits as they try to divine
the winner before any of us have entered the voting booth.

Politics is a global game we all are involved in, whether we are
affiliated with a party or not. Politics is everywhere, and will be a

daily story for the next 54 days to Nov. 2.

— Tom Betz
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Home remedies welrd but effective

oyou have an old wivesremedy
forwasp stings?’ Jennifer asked
over thephoneoneday last week.

“Didyou get stung?’ wasmy brilliant
reply.

Duh. Here' s your sign. Yes, she had
been stung and wanted to know what to
do.

“Mud,” | tell her. “Put mud onit.”

“Areyou just saying that because you
think I’ mfoolishenoughtodoit, or does
it really work,” was her skeptical com-
ment.

Whenl wasakid, mudisreally what my
momwouldtell meto put onawasp sting.
Probably because it was convenient and
| coulddoit myself. Anditwassoothing,
whichisabout all you can do for awasp
sting.

But, gettingback to Jennifer. | knew she
wouldn’t begin to put mud on herself.
After conferring with my coworkers, it
was agreed that a paste made of baking
sodaand water would bethe appropriate
treatment.

Knowing her father isextremely aller-
gic to hornet stings, | did advise her to
watch for any adverse developments.

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

L ater, she reported that the pain and the
swelling had gone away.

But let’s not dismiss those old-time
remedies. My children didn’t know the
dread of having asticker removed. When
they would come to me with adliver, |
would apply a bread and milk poultice.
Leave it overnight and by morning it
would, literally, “pop” out.

A bread and milk poultice is made by
takingapinchof bread, dippingitinmilk,
sgueezing out the excess, placing it over
the offending splinter/sticker, covering
withaBand-aidandwaiting ' til morning.
There is some reaction that happens be-
tween the bread and the milk that creates
a“drawing” action. Itmay notworkinall
cases, but | swear by it,andsodomykids.

My mother was an excellent first-aic
provider with awell-stocked aid kit al-
waysat theready. If shewould have cho-
senaprofession, shewould havebeenan
emergency room nurse. She was unflap-
pableand wouldtacklea most any medi-
cal emergency. No amount of blood or
gorecould upset her.

One time my brother Jim brought &
puppy intothehouseand plopped himsel f
down in the rocker where our Grandma
Davison had been crocheting. When Jim
got uptotakethepuppy back outside, one
of Grandma’ s crochet hooks was dan-
glingfromJim’ selbow. Unbelievably, he
had not even known it had gone through
his shirt sleeve, pierced his skin and
worked its way into the complicated el-
bow joint.

Mom stopped him short. “Oh, Jim.
Look what you' vedone! Andthat wasone
of your best shirts. Now we're going to
haveto cut it off.”

Thank goodnesssherealizedthisinjury
was beyond her abilitiesand took him tc
thedoctor. | wasn't sureif shemeant she
wasgoingto cut off theshirt sleeveor his
arm.

Plants are pleces of life and memory

friend was talking about her
A house plants and how each was
asmuch amemory asaplant.

| know exactly what she means.

Asl look aroundthehouse, | seenot just
stemsand leaves, but partsof my life.

In one corner is our oldest plant, a
mother-in-law’ stongue. I’ mnot surehow
olditis, but | remember it sittingonara
diator in our homein Kansas City.

We had alot of plantsin Kansas City.
House plants were in vogue, and | had
themeverywhere. However, most of them
died whenwemoved to Colorado.

We moved in November and had to
spend two nights on the road. All the
plants were loaded into the back end of
Steve sold Blazer.

Two-thirds of them didn’t make the
trip. Most of therest died duringthemonth
we lived in a one-bedroom cabin with
threesmall children. Themother-in-law’s
tonguelost alot of leaves, but wasmeaner
than either the cold or the children.

Thishardy plantissittinginthekitchen
waiting to return to its permanent home
inthe dining room. The dining room has
beeninthemiddleof renovationfor about
six months and the mother-in-law’s
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tonguehasbeen pushed against akitchen
wall. It just keepsgrowing.

Acrossthekitchenistheplant | brought
homefrommy father’ sfuneral. That was
almost a dozen years ago. | don’t know
whatitis. It hasanarrow stem andlotsof
yellow-spotted green leaves, which it
shedsall over the floor. When | see that
plant, | think about my father. Hewasn’t
a big house plant lover, but he enjoyed
outdoor gardening and had a wonderful
grapefruit tree growing in Texas behind
thetrailer heand my mother called home
inthewinter.

In the living room, there is aNorfolk
pinethat my brother-in-law Kenny’ s co-
workers sent to my mother-in-law’ s fu-
neral.

Normally, if your friends send a plant

toafuneral, yougetfirst crack at takingit
home. .However, Kenny livesand works
inCalifornia, andhedidn’ tthink hecould
managetaking atreeback homewithhim.

My mother-in-law was a wonderful

| woman, and | smileevery time| see her
| tree.

Onthephonetableisaphilodendron, e

| giftfromfriendswhousedtoliveinDen-

ver but have moved to Washington state.
| may never seethemagain, but | remem-
ber going to Rockiesbasebal| gamesand
to Ocean Journey in Denver with them.

Therearespider plantson Steve' sdesk
and hanging from the ceiling in the din-
ing room. They are relatives of ones his
sister BarbhasinEmporia. | don’ tremem-
ber if shehadtheoriginal plant or wedid,
but either way, al ot of spider babieshave
been batted off by busy kittens over the
last 20 years.

When | look at the spider plants, | re-
member both Barb and the many catswe
have both taken in over the years and
smile.

My friend wasright when shesaid that
each plantismoreamemory than apiece
of foliage. And each memory isasmile.

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

WRITE:

Wedo not publish anonymous| etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



