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Tuesday, September 14, 2004

Norton Blue Jays get first win; defeat Plainville 42-6

By DICK BOYD

Coach Bruce Graber’s Norton
Community High School football
team bounced back onFriday from
aseasonopeninglossat Oakley to
defeat Plainville42-6intheMid-
Continent L eagueopener at home.

From the opening whistle, the
Blue Jayswerein control.

Norton playerscameswarming
down field ontheopeningkickoff
and smothered Plainville'skicker
Taylor Dix an the | 7-yard line.
That set thetempo of the game.

Onthe Cardinals’ second play
from scrimmage, they fumbled
and Norton senior defensiveback
Seth Millsfell on the ball on the
Cardinal 28.

Millsalsomadehissecond start
at quarterback. After the Jays
picked up afirst down on the 14
with four running plays, Mills
passed to senior tailback Kyle
Katsfor atouchdown. Junior Wil -
liamWilhitesplittheuprightsand
Norton led 7-0 with 9:0l | eft.

L essthantwo minuteslater, the
Jayswere back inthe end zone.

Senior Michael Sprigg’ skickoff
went out of boundsand Plainville
receivedtheball ontheir 35. Itwas
threeand out for theCardinal sand
they punted.

Kats returned the ball to the
Plainville 44. On first down, se-
nior fullback Aaron Overlease
found runningroomontheleft, got
into the secondary and outran the
Plainville defenders on the side-
line for the Jays’ second touch-
down.

Wilhite's kick made the score
14-0 with 7:06 left in the opening
quarter.

After the kickoff, the Jay de-
fense limited Plainville to just
three plays before they were
forced to punt. Norton took over
on their 37. With Mills, Kats and
Overleasecarryingtheball andthe
Norton linemen opening holes, it
took Norton just seven plays to
score again. Overlease tallied
fromthe4, Wilhitekicked theex-
trapoint and it was2l-Owith 2:41
leftinthefirst period.

Plainvillefumbled on the kick-
off and Sprigg fell ontheball.

Norton scored againonthefirst
play of the second quarter when
Millsranright ontheoption, kept
theball, reversed and ran into the
end zone. After Wilhite's extra
point kick, the Jays held a 28-0
advantagejust 33 secondsintothe
second quarter.

After the kickoff, it was three
and out once again for Plainville.
They punted to midfield and
Norton scored in nine plays.

Mills connected with senior
tight end Justin Shirk on a slant
pass from |0 yards out, Wilhite
drilled another placekick through
the uprights and Norton led 35-0
with 4:53 [eft in the half.

Afterthekickoff, Plainvillehad
three playsand punted.

Katsreturnedthepunt deepinto
Cardinal territory but Nortonwas
whistled for clipping and the ball
cameback totheNorton2l. Coach
Graber putthejunior varsity inthe
gameandthey wereforcedto punt

Plainvilleranthreeplaysandit
was halftime with Norton on top
35-0.

On thefirst play in the second
half, Mills broke loose for a 73-
yard touchdown, Wilhite kicked
theextrapointanditwas42-Owith
[I:45eft inthethird quarter.

The Norton junior varsity
played most of the rest of the
game, whichwasshortened by the
continuous clock, which is a
league requirement when one
team hasabiglead.

Plainville's varsity scored
against thereserveswith 3:40 | eft
inthethird quarter when quarter-
back Justin Casey talliedfromone
yard. The extra point running at-
tempt wasstopped, makingthefi-
nal 42-6.

Norton gained 243 yardsonthe
ground and 71 through the air for
3l4 yards of offense compared to
95 yards rushing and 58 passing
for 153 total yardsfor Plainville.

Mills completed five of six

passes. Pass receivers were Kats

with two for 28 yards, Shirk with
twofor 22 and Overleasewith one
for 2I.

Millsand Overleasewerelead-
ing ground gainers. Mills had
sevencarriesfor 8l yardsforanll.5
yard average and Overlease
gained 87 yardson ninefor a9.5
yard average.

Other carrierswere Kyle Kats,
sevenfor 26; ChrisDavis, four for
10; Luke Pfannenstiel, one for
three; Lance Roe, two for 11;
Adam Krebsbach, one for two;
Brian Sproul, two for five; and
Logan Kats, onefor nogain.

Katshad two puntsfor 2| yards.
Overleasehad akickoff returnfor
fiveyardsand Krebsbach had one
for 18. Davis punted twice for 33
and Katsoncefor 48.

Josh Eichman was leading
rusher for Plainville with seven
carriesfor 24 yards

Tying for leading tacklerswith
seven each were senior tackles
Blake Hillebrand and Michael
Sprigg and junior defensive back
Luke Pfannenstiel. Pfannenstiel

had six solos and one assist.
Hillebrand had five solosand two
assistsand Sprigg had three solos
and four assists. They were fol-
lowed by: Ryan Maddy, three so-
los, three assists, six total; Austin
Brooks, two solos, three assists,
fivetotal ; Lance Roe, five solos;
Andrew Ables, four solos; Chris
Davis, four solos; Nathan
Broeckelman, threeassi sts; Jason
Green, two solos, oneassist, three
total; Logan Kats, three solos;
Matt Engel, twosolos; KyleKats,
Mark Scheetz and Justin Shirk,
onesolo, oneassist, twototal each;
Brady Linner, two assists; Todd
Bolt, Pat Burton, Brian
Juenemann, AdamKrebsbachand
Davvid Stanley, one solo each;
Paul Juenemann, Aaron Over-
lease, William Wilhiteand Galen
Hillebrand, one assist each.
Tyler Brungardt, an all-league
tailback and linebacker and M. J.
Klein, anall-leaguetight end and
defensive end, did not play for
Plainvilleduetoinjury.
“I"'mvery pleased,” said Coach
Graber. " It'sgreat tohaveawinbut
even more important that we ex-
ecuted well during that win. We
were very efficient offensively.
We moved the ball in avariety of
ways such asthetrap, option and
tosssweep. Defensively, allowing

no first downs in the first half

showsyou' redoing thingsright
“We responded well after last

Friday and had a good week of

practice. A number of Plainville |

players were injured and did not
play so we did not receive their
best effort but | still give uscredit
for executing very well. It was a
good night for us. Had we ex-
ecuted that well aweek ago, it
would havebeen adifferent story.
“After two quick scores, we
challenged our playerstocontinue
toplay hardandthey did. Sethhad
agreat night completing all but
onepass, hot having any intercep-
tionsandrunningtheball well. He
actually gained 102 yards but had
some | osseswhen he was back to
pass.
“Westill need gameexperience.
We'll havetolearnontherunwith
someof our players. Westill have
alongwaytogobut, if weimprove
as much thisweek aswe did last
week, we'll be competitive. We
will need to do that because we
will play Smith Center. They have
thehorses. Their stableof running
backs doesn’t seem to end. We'll
have our work cut out for us
“1"m proud of our players. Our
junior varsity also played well
against Plainville.”

Norton senior quarterback Seth Mills, No.15, completes
a pass during a Blue Jay touchdown drive in the first
quarter of Norton’ s 42-6 win over Plainville on Friday
nightin Norton. Blocking for Millsis senior tackle Michael
Sprigg. Mills passed for two touchdowns and ran for two

touchdowns in the game.
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—Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Norton’s senior tailback Kyle Kats , No. 13, gains big

sive back Justin Casey. Including pass receptions and
yardage for the Blue Jays during the first quarter of their punt returns, Kats accounted for 75 yards of offense in
42-6 win over Plainville on Friday night in Norton. Get-
ting ready to attempt to tackle Kats is Plainville defen-

the game.

—Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Norton’s play by play of their win over the Cardinals Friday

By DICK BOYD

The Norton High School Blue
Jays showed the home crowd that
they’re still atop notch football
team with a 42-6 defeat of the
Plainville Cardinals on Friday
night.

First quarter

Plainville sTaylor Dix returned
Michael Sprigg’skickoff tothel 7-
yard line. Mark Axelson gained
five on first down but Plainville
fumbledand SethMillsrecovered
onthe28.

Fullback Aaron Overlease
gainedsix, thentailback KyleKats
picked up afirst down at the 4.
Overleaseand Katswerebothheld
for nogainbut Millspassed down
the right sideline to Kats for a
touchdown. William Wilhite
kickedtheextrapoint and Norton
led 7-0.

Thekickoff went out of bounds
andPlainvillereceivedtheball on
the35. Josh EichmanandDix each
gained ayard. Therewasno gain
on third down and the Cardinals
punted.

Kats returned the ball to the
Norton 44. Overlease circled |eft
end and outran the secondary for
a 56-yard touchdown. After
Wilhite' sextrapoint kick, Norton
led 14-0 with 7:06 left in the first
quarter.

Dix returned the kickoff and
LukePfannenstiel madeanexcel-
lent tackle on the 2I. Axelson
gained two and Eichman three.
After no gain on third down,
Plainville punted again. The ball
rolled dead on the Norton 37.

Overlease sprinted for seven
quick yards, then Mills ran the
keepertothePlainville40andfol-
lowed with another to the 34.
Overlease picked up afirst down
onthe25. Millsthrew, what turned

outtobe, hisonly incompletepass
of thegame. Katsmadeafancy run
for 2l yardstothe4, thenOverlease
carriedintotheend zone. Wilhite's
extrapoint kick madethescore21-
Owith2:411eftinthefirst quarter.

On the kickoff, Plainville’s
Scott Peavey fumbled and Sprigg
pounced ontheball.

A dant passfrom Millsto Jus-
tin Shirk gaveNorton afirstdown
onthel8. Millslost two, thenwas
sacked back on the 29. He con-
nected with Overlease for afirst
down on the 9-yard line. Mills
went back to pass again but was
sacked on the 20 asthefirst quar-
ter ended with Norton ontop 21-
0.

Second quarter

Millskept the ball on an option
play totheright, reversed hisfield
and scored on thefirst play of the
quarter. Wilhite split the uprights
and Norton helda28-0 advantage
with 11:27 still remaining in the
second period.

Dix got a good return of the
kickoff to the Plainville 40. After
no gain on first down, Plainville
got five from quarterback Justin
Casey. Dix was stopped for no
gainandtheCardinal spunted. The
ball rolled dead at midfield.

Kats took over as quarterback
and handed theball to Lance Roe.
He gained seven. A fumble cost
Norton a down and a yard but
Overlease earned afirst down on
the 3l. Overlease gained two but
Katslost five. Mills returned as
quarterback and completed apass
to Katsfor afirst down onthel9.
Katsscored onthenext play buta
holding penalty nullified the
touchdownandNortonwaspenal -
ized 10 yards. Kats got the call
againandresponded withanother
outstanding run, breaking at | east

twotacklesbeforehewasdragged
downonthelO. Millswentupstairs
with aslant passto Shirk for an-
other Nortontouchdown. Wilhite
kickedtheextrapointtoextendthe
Norton advantage to 35-0 with
4:53 remaining in the half.

Casey returnedthekickoff tothe
34. A pass was incomplete, Dix
was stopped for no gain and an-
other passmisseditsmark andthe
Cardinalshad to punt again.

Kats received several good
blocks and broke loose down the
sidelines on the return. He was
finally tackled around the
Plainvillefive. TheBlueJayswere
flaggedfor clipping, however, and
theofficialsplaced theball onthe
Norton 2l.

Atthispoint, Nortonreservessaw
some action. Quarterback Luke
Prannenstiel handedtheball toChris
Davisfor a five-yard gain, thenran
the keeper for three yards. Davis
plungedfor onebutitwasnotenough
for afirst downand he punted.

Davisgotagood punt andaclip-
ping penalty against Plainville
moved the ball back to the Cardi-
nal 23. Conner McMullen gained
two but Dix was stopped for no
gainthenext twodownsanditwas
halftime with the Blue Jays|ead-
ing 35-0.

Third quarter

Overleasereturnedtheopening
kickoff of thesecond half tothe27
yardline. Onfirstdown, Millskept
the ball on the option, turned
upfield and outran the Cardinal
secondary for a 73 yard touch-
down. Wilhite was perfect once
again on the conversion kick,
makingthescore42-Owithjust|5
secondsgoneinthe half.

Due to league rules, the
scoreboard clock ran continu-
ously, except duringtimeoults, for
therest of the game

TheNortonreservesplayedthe
remainder of the contest. Davis
kicked off for Norton and Casey
returned the ball to the 25. The
Blue Jay junior varsity gave
ground grudgingly but the Cardi-
nal varsity scored 12 plays later.
Casey went in from oneyard out.
An attempted run for two extra
pointswas stopped by the Norton
defense, making the score 42-6
with 3:40left in thethird quarter.

Adam Krebsbach made agood
return of thekickoff totheNorton
42. Davisran for four yards and
Krebsbach picked up two as the
third quarter cameto aclosewith
Norton leading 42-6.

Fourth quarter

Daviscarriedtheball fornogain
onthirddownandpunted. Theball
took a good roll and went out of
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NORTON LIONS CLUB
All Fans Are Invited September 17,
2004 Preceding the Smith Center/
Norton Football Game 5-6:30 p.m.
East End of the Football Field

Proceeds for EImwood Park Playground Equipment

Adults: $4.00; Children 12 & Under: $2.50
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boundsonthePlainvillel6. Once
again,thePlainvillevarsity moved
downfield against the Norton re-
serves. The Cardinals picked up
four firstdownsandhadtheball on
the Norton 23 when they tried a
passand Logan Kats made adiv-
inginterceptiontostoptheir drive.
Thejunior varsity ran three plays
and Kyle Kats punted to the
Plainville30astimeranout, mak-

ing thefinal score42-6.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton Plainville
12 First Downs 9
34-243 YardsRushing 38-95
71 Yards Passing 58
314 Total Yards 153
5-6-0 Passes Completed 2-5-1
0 Fumbles Lost 2-2
2-15 Penalties 2-15
3-38 Punts 4-27

STOCK CAR

RACES

Saturday, Sept. 18

Starts at 7:00 p.m.
Elmwood Park Speedway

NORTON,

KANSAS

Admission Fee: Adults—$8; Ages 6-11—$4; 5 & Under Free

|MCA Modifieds

«IMCA Stock

IMCA Hobby Stock «Cruisers
*Classic Modifieds
Pit Gate Opens 2 Hours Before Start

For Race Information Call:
Don or Paula Bolt (785) 678-2416

BROUGHT TO YOU BY PROUD SPONSORS:
S & R Ready Mix & Norton Fuel Service




