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Kansas needs roads
toget the traffic

Kansas missed the boat when other states started expanding
their freeways and expressways beyond the basic Interstate

system.

Today, a lot the traffic goes through one neighboring state or
another, and a lot of money flows with it.

The federal government and the states laid out the Interstate
system in the 1950s. It’s been both a curse and a blessing, but
many states saw that it did not plug all the gaps in the road grid.

Nearly 30 years ago under Gov. Bob Bennett, Kansas drew a
freeway system that connected the dots. It included four-lane
roads south to Pittsburg and Tulsa from Kansas City, over to
Paola, and west from St. Joseph along U.S. 36, among others. A
few segments were built, but when times got tough in the 1980s,
these were stranded, and remain today as two-lane, limited

access curiosities.

The Kansas highway system nearly fell apart in those years. The
Department of Transportation was occupied with patching
potholes and just preserving what it had. It took the visionary
Gov. Mike Hayden to raise the gas tax and save our roads — and it

cost him his job.

But the Kansas freeway plan died then. Since those days, it’s
taken a Herculean effort to complete a few short stretches of four-
lane road, including U.S. 81 north to Nebraska as an extension of
[-135, and K-10 from Kansas City to Lawrence.

South out of Kansas City, Missouri completed an expressway
along U.S. 71, and today, the Tulsa traffic, along with much
freight to the West Coast, flows south on the east side of the state
line. Little thought it given to parallel U.S. 69, the shorter and

more attractive route.

North, I-29 carries the load through Missouri and lowa. Kansas
still lacks a decent route to Omaha, and Nebraska has not seen
the potential for an expressway along U.S. 75 north out of To-
peka. Kansas has an expressway, but it stops at the door to a

casino.

U.S 54 west of Wichita and U.S. 50 west from Newton and
Hutchinson have great potential, but there are not plans to widen
either anytime soon. East-west traffic slips off to the south,

through Oklahoma.

And there is U.S. 36 across northern Kansas, once part of the
freeway plan as far west as Belleville. While 1-80 through Nebraska
runs near capacity, and I-70 is overcrowded in eastern Kansas,
through traffic needs a bypass route. Missouri has improved U.S.
36 across three-fourth of the state, but Kansas is barely starting.

Our highway engineers, burdened by the cost of an extensive,
and expensive, road system, shudder to think about expansion.
Their mantrais, “Wait until the traffic comes.”

But sometimes, you have to build it, and they will come.

If you want to snare traffic and build business, it seems, you

have to put the cart before the horse.

— Steve Haynes
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TotheEditor:

ERTOTHEEDITOR:
\oter endorses write-In candidate

I wouldlikeyou, our community, to
encourage lvan Kingham to run as a
write-in candidate for the second dis-
trictintheupcomingNov. 2 elections.

| had the privilege of working with
Ivan afew yearsago whileflying and
taking pictures for the Farm Service
Agency office. lvanisahardworking,
honest man who has been involved
with Farm Bureau, Norton County
Coop and the airport board. In all of
theseareas|van hasshownsupportfor

our county with progressive thinking
and quiet leadership.

Please contact Ivan and offer him
your support and encouragement for a
positive changein Norton County.

Thank you,
Kathy Holste
Norton

Editor’s Note: Mr. Kingham ran
against incumbent Leroy Lang in the
Republican primary. Mr. Lang hasno
Demoacr atic oppositioninthe Novem-
ber general election.

.l.l'rl

ISSN 1063-701X
215S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654

Published each Wednesday and Friday by
Haynes Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave.,
Norton, Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage
paid at Norton, Kan. 67654.

Postmaster: Send address changes to Norton
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654

Official newspaper of Norton and Norton
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the
Nebraska Press Association

Nor’West Newspapers

Dick and Mary Beth Boyd
Publishers, 1970-2002
Incorporating the Norton County Champion
Marion R. Krehbiel, editor

NORTON

EGRAM

& _—cP

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone (785)877-3361
ax: (785)877-3732

S Work continues on the dePinibion of a“suitable Kansas public education...

I

—~—

oy

CAN'T WE JUST
TELL THE STATE
SUPREME COURT
WE'VE PROVIDED
FLENTY OF FUNDING

FOR THESE THres...

%
=
£

AND CALL 1T j,
(00D ENOUGH D

/
4

T

THE A nsaroan Megegiy

Anniversary puts hubby in a slump

y husband must bein aslump
M this week. He hasn’'t said or

done anything even mildly
amusing. Oh, you know that’s not true.
Every day with that man is like a new
dawn.

Our 10thanniversary isthisweek. Per-
haps that makes me reflective about our
lifetogether. We are completely alikein
many areasand total oppositesin others.
WesharethesameChristianbeliefs, even
though| can’t expressthemaseloquently
as he can. We look at money the same
way: as a means to support the mission
work we both love, to provide ahomefor
ourselves, and eat dinner out occasionally.

We both love our children and grand-
childrendearly, evenwhenthey dothings
we don’'t approve of. And most impor-
tantly, we are committed to each other.
Not that there haven’t been times when
one or the other of us has been ready to
throw in the towel. We just resolve to
never havethem at thesametime. Weare
firmbelieversintheoldadage, “ Never | et
the sun go down on your anger; stay up
andfight al night.”

—ob—

Wetook an on-line 1Q test this morn-
ing. Jim answered the mathematical and
logicquestionswhilel answeredthever-
bal/language questions.

Devil isto lived as 62363 is to: (a)

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

12345 (b) 36326 or (c) 36623.

Twocarsareonaperfectly straightroad
facing in opposite directions. They each
drive 8 miles, make left hand turns and
drive 6 miles. How far apart arethey?

“Who cares?” wasmy reply.

ButJimsays,“ Oh, that’ seasy. Y ouuse
the3,4, 5theory of rightanglesandthere' s
your answer.”

“Right.”

Anyway, together we had acombined
|Q of 145. Doesthat mean we each aver-
ageout at 72 1/2?

—o0b—

We received relatively good news
about my brother Don and hiswife Liz.
Shehad surgery on her carotid artery last
week and it went well. Sheis, however,
still facing extensivetherapy.

Don has begun treatment for what is
being called a“low-grade” cancer. Last
week, hewasabletofly back totheirhome
in Arkansasto check onthingswhileLiz
remained in Phoenix with their daughter

Pam. Don will return for Liz, and they
plan to be back intheir home soon.
—ob—

Taylorwasat thegrocery storewith her
mother last week when they tasted
samples of smoked ham at the deli
counter. Shetold her mother itwasreally
good and asked her what it was.

Karasaid, “What kind of an animal do
youthink it camefrom?’

Aghast, Taylor asked, “I’m eating an
animal?’

“Yes, you're eating an animal. What
kind do you think it is,” her mother in-
quired.

Taylor made several guesses like
sheep, horse, or cow.

“No,” her mother said, “ Y ou’ reeating
pig.”

Karasaid when Taylor heard she was
eating a pig, she started laughing and
laughing.

Then, sobering up, looked her right in
the eye and said, “ That’ s sure good pig,
Mom.”

Thinking this might be agood time to
explain about other meats and their ori-
gins, Karawent on to explain that ham-
burger comes from cattle, but thought it
best nottogotoofar. Taylor doesn’t need
toknow that last night for dinner, themeat
in the spaghetti sauce was “Bucky
burger.”

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Contributions and voting record aren'’t the same thing

To TheEditor;

Inthelast couple weeksamost every-
oneinNorthwest Kansasreceived aflyer
from Democratic candidate Tim
Peterson.

My initial reactionwasnot todignify it
with aresponse, but the more | thought
about it the more | reasoned that many
peopleinour part of thestatedon’treally
know Ralph Ostmeyer that well, and the
sad truth is that when someone starts
throwing mud, some of it will stick if its
not washed off.

Thislittleflyer that wassentloudly pro-
claimsthat Ralph Ostmeyer hasbeen ac-
cepting campaign contributions from
shady sources, like gaming interestsand
tobacco companies. Theimplicationis, of
course, that Ralph must be planning on
putting up acasino in northwest Kansas,
or ispassing out cigarettesto high school

kids.

Yeahright.

Ralph openly admitsto acceptingtheir
money. Almost every politician does. It
takesalot of money torunfor office. Ev-
ery dollar donated by abig-money inter-
est isonelessthat acandidate hasto dig
out of hisown pocket, or ask hissupport-
erstodigout of theirs.

IsRalph Ostmeyer apawn of thesein-
terests? It’s easy to find out. Check his
voting record. Check it real good. | dare
say that youwon'’t find avotethat would
so much as raise an eyebrow on the
dourest of Baptist preachers. If Ralph
wasn'’t rock solid onthe“values’ issues,
he certainly wouldn’'t have my vote, let
alonemy whole-hearted support. Over the
yearsRalphhasregularly and consistently
been avoicefor pro-life, pro-family and
pro-America.

It' seasy for acandidate with norecord
to assume any position hebelievesisfa-
vorable. Tim Peterson may very well be
pro-family in every respect. | honestly
don’tknow. | know that most rank andfile
Democratsin our areahave very similar
intereststomy own. Itisclear, however,
that Tim Peterson has areal affinity to
Demacrats high up the national chain.
Thisis apparent from various |etters he
hashad printed over theyears. Itshardfor
me to think that a politician who adores
the Clintons, the Kennedy’ s or even the
Kerry' shasthe same definition of “fam-
ily values’ that | have.

L ook at thevotingrecord; thechoicefor
atrueconservative, pro-family candidate
isclear. Ralph Ostmeyer.

GaleHays
Almeng

s ekoanenisnseon. Reaclar hacks up county commissioners’ decisions

STAFF
CynthiaHaynes .............. editor and publisher
Veronica Monier ..........ccccovnne. staff reporter
DickBoyd .....ccccovvvviiviriririe Blue Jay sports
Carolyn PIottS ........covvvevrrnnnnn. society editor
Kristen Brands ...........cccovevrireinenne. reporter
Carol Erlenbusch .................. advertising rep.
Vicki Henderson .......... computer production
Susie Marble ............... computer production
Sonya Montgomery ................. bookkeeping
NIN2Z

NATlONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

TotheEditor:

Environmentisnot only thestateof our
water, airandland, itisalsotheconditions
and influencesunder which onelives.

Votingisaprivilegefor all toexercise,
yet the conditions under which the
“Norton County Environmentalists’ are
presenting for ustolive, votingisjust for
aselect few.

Asnot al registered votersreceived a
flyer, some househol ds were missed en-
tirely and only one of theregistered vot-
ersin other househol dswere contacted.

A county commissioner isto listen to
all constituents. One just needs to ask
commissionersLeroy Lang, John Miller
or Dean Kruse about the variety and
amount of comments and complaints

lodged with them.

Incaseyou don’t want to ask them just
look at the events of the past few years.
The commissioners received enough
complaints from both sides of the live-
stock issue to try to establish acompro-
misethat would serveall constituents. A
compromiseismade by researching and
appraising all thefacts, listening to their
constituentsand finally taking therisk of
adecision.

A decisionthat wouldgivetheresidents
of Norton county moreof asay onall ac-
tivitiestaking placeat thecounty level _—
homerule.

Withthecounty assuming extraexpen-
dituresdueto statebudget cuts, shouldn’t
we be allowed more control in our

county?

Obviously the “Norton County Envi-
ronmentalists’ aretrying to influence us
by defaming our county commissioners
throughthefal sehoodsthey arespreading.

Wouldyourather haveacommissioner
whotellsuntruthsto achievewhat hede-
sires or one who takes a stand by stating
thefacts such as Commissioner Lang?

Commissioner Langnotonly statedthe
facts, but tried to reach as many of the
constituentsaspossible. Not just asel ect
fewinhisdistrict.

Whenthisvoter goestothepollsl want
aFORTHRIGHT candidateontheballot
withaNAME.

Sincerely,
RebeccaWetter, Norton



