THE N

ORTON

TELEGRAM

FRIDAY, October 8, 2004
PAGE 4

\Wiite-In candidates
get another chance

At least two area men who lost primary elections are seeking
office via the write-in route. It makes the November elections a

little more intersting.

Ivan Kingham lost in the Republican primary for county com-
missioner to incumbent Leroy Lang, and incumbent Phillips
County Sheriff LeRoy Stephen lost to challenger Paul Wisinger,

one of his deputies.

Both men have said they will try again in the general election as

write ins.

We don’t envy them the work they must be planning to putin,
but we don’t want to discourage them either.
Itis hard, very hard, to win as a write in against someone on the

ballot.

Maybe its because we are all creatures of habit, and when
someone hands us a piece of paper and says “pick one,” we do as

we’re told.

In a restaurant when offered orange, tomato or grapefruit juice,
we seldom ask for V-8 or tangerine. If we do, the people we’re
dining with us look at us strangely and generally make us feel like

freaks.

This may not be right, but it is the way of the world.

Over in Phillips County, Sheriff Stephen lost 1,263-361 to his
deputy. That’s going to be a tough row to hoe. The sheriff, who
has been in office for 25 years, attributed his loss to people want-
ing a change and his not getting out enough. Whether that was
to campaign or to just be seen doing things, he didn’t say.

Here in Norton County, Mr. Kingham lost 279-238, a much less

daunting 42-vote margin.

Now both men want to have a chance to present themselves to
all voters, Republicans and Democrats, in the hopes of winning.

In Norton County, both incumbent commissioners up for re-
election found themselves with primary opposition.

Commissioner John Miller beat challenger George Gassmann
by a single vote in the Republican primary. Most people expected
Mr. Gassmann to ask for a recount, but the expense could have
been considerable, and instead the challenger has thrown his
considerable backing behind Democratic candidate Robert

Clydesdale

Both Mr. Gassmann and Mr. Clydesdale make no bones about
the fact that they disapprove of the commissioners’ stand on
strong county regulations for confined animal feeding opera-
tions, saying the regulations are anti-business and anti-agricul-

ture.

Mr. Kingham farms and runs a small non-confined animal
operation. He says he is running because he feels the commis-
sioners are micromanaging the county and he also disapproves of
the county’s attempts to add additional regulations on livestock

operations.

Unsigned letters sent to voters in the county accused Mr. Lang
of having an illegal feed lot himself, and citizens are in an uproar.
While members of the Kansas Livestock Association and Mr.
Kingham all deny any connection to the mailings, the letters
made Mr. Kingham’s quest twice as hard by angering voters and
perhaps causing some swing votes to go Mr. Lang’s way.

Itis not our job to tell the candidates how to run their cam-
paigns or anyone how to vote. We are just glad there are people
out there who care enough to get out and run for office.

Voters need to get out and throw their support and votes be-
hind the candidate they think will do the best job for our county.

— Cynthia Haynes

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Pollution comes from more than one place

| would like to make afew comments
on Leroy Lang' s rebuttal on the CAFO
flyer from the* Norton County Environ-
mentalists’. | got onetoo.

Weareintheprocessof puttinginanew
feedlot at Esslinger Ranch. We are fol-
lowing all thestateregul ationswhich be-
gin with registration. The next step isto
apply for apermit, which has been done
through the Norton County Soil Conser-
vation Office. They have taken the soil
samples and determined where the pits
will be. After they completetheir paper-
work, everything issent to the state.

Atthispoint, all youcandoiswait, the
statehasabacklog of applications. Some
agri-businesses have had to wait up to a
year beforecompletingtheir project. Dur-
ing the waiting period, that part of your
businessis at a standstill, unless you
choosetorunitillegaly.

| wonder why the* Environmentalists’
who sent theflyer areonly pickingonthe
cattle and hog operations as polluters. A
few years ago, Farmland Industries did
extensiveresearch on contributorstowa
ter pollution.

The results were very surprising. It
seems the biggest user of chemicalsand
fertilizersand water werethelawn keep-
ers of America. The second largest user
isthe corn grower. Therest of the crops
follow way behind.

When we put fertilizer, weed kill and

insecticide on our lawns or fields, the
water or rainisgoingto carry the chemi-
cals to the streams by running in or by
soakingin. Thisispolluting.

A certainamount of chemicalsandfer-
tilizers are necessary to produce the
amount of food needed to feed theworld.
A responsible farmer will take soil
samples before applying fertilizers. The
informationfromthesamplesshowshow
much fertilizer is needed and where.
Maybe we should do the same with our
lawns.

The chemicals created by the animals
we eat are natural chemicals, not man-
made. They arecontrollable. Thestateand
federal governments, as well as many
other agencies, areconstantly researching
and applying guidelines to keep us all
safe. However, if we, thekeeper of those
animals, confinetheminapenon or near
astreamor spring, without proper protec-
tion, we are polluters. It does not matter
if itisoneanimal or 1,000 animals.

| guesswhat I’ mgetting atisthat weall
need to clean up our act, whether welive
inthecountry orintown. Wearead| guilty.
Weneedtoquit pointingfingersat others
andall work together tokeep our environ-
ment safe. Wewill try todo our part, will
you?

Dean Esslinger
and the Esslinger Ranch Families
Norton
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Finger pointing leads nownere good

Dear Concerned Citizen:

| just received your letter. Or mailing?
| am not sureit really is aletter. Letters
are generally signed by an individual. |
find it hard to take very seriously corre-
spondencefromsomeonewhoisafraidto
state hisor her name— eventhewitness
protection program requiresyou declare
your name before you point thefinger.

| think there istoo much “mothering”
inme. Thisfeelsmuchlikefightsmy chil-
dren would have and the need for me to
find creative measuresto handlethem.

Honor and trust areimportant parts of
argument resolution and neither isavail-
able when the finger pointer declinesto
beidentified. If wefedl strongly enough
about somethingwearewillingtorisk our
reputation, the loss of friends and even
humiliation for the cause. When one re-
fusesto claimacorrespondence | cannot
helpbut feel itisbecauseof lack of honor
and trust of themselves.

Noonedoubtstheemotionyoufeel for

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

your subject or the reasons. And | cer-
tainly am not qualified to declare your
accuracy aboutit, but I doknow it sounds
much morelikesour grapesthan genuine
concern.

If Mr. Lang weren’t acounty commis-
sioner, would you be as concerned about
my water?

I must admit the description you give
of Mr. Lang’ soperation doesgiveriseto
awonderful information gathering sce-
narioof anelderly, overweight gentleman
lurking around in feedlot foliage while
trying to appear somewhat professional,

and alwayselusive.

If oneistolook around Norton and see
the things that could pollute our water
supply, | become much more concerned
about thewater supply.

Mr. Concerned Citizen have you
looked at Sebelius Lake recently? Even
the pelicans and blue herons are cancel-
ing reservationsdueto lack of water.

Onceagaininanareawherewearefad-
ingandfadingfast, the"if youdon't play
my way, I'll take my marbles and go
home” attitude may bethe death of us.

Democracy isabout majority ruleeven
when we don’t like the results and we
won'’t many times. That doesn’t meanwe
can’t complain, that doesn’t mean it is
unpatriotic to oppose an issue and it
doesn’ tmeanwemust avoidlegal action,
but anonymous letters only create divi-
sion and mistrust. And thereis no place
for them in the community that | have
knowntobeaboveall of that nonsense. Anc
now children, itistimetoputitall to bed.

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Commissioner responds to concerns, letter, and survey

TotheEditor:

Itistimeto pull the county together to
work in unison with one another. The
Confined Animal Feeding Operation
(CAFO) regulations that were proposed
and organized weredoneso at therequest
of the general population of Norton
County to protect the water and other
natural resources.

Nobody wantsextraregulationstorule
over us. However, when the purity of the
water and natural resources are threat-
ened, someone hasto takeastand.

Almenais drilling four miles out of
town because the nitrate level isso high
in their water that it is nearly unsuitable
for use. The City of Norton is searching
12 milesoutside of townfor suitablewa-
ter. Sincethestatehasregardedthe CAFO
rulesout of ling, itisnow theresponsibil-
ity of usasindividuals to preserve the
water for the future of Norton County’s
natural resources or threaten destroying
them for future generations.

To Mr. Muehe' s letter to the editor
about theambulancebarn, Norton County
doesnot owntheground south of theam-
bulancebarn. However, thereasoningfor
thefacility expansionisto better accom-
modateal | of theambul ancesand promote
easy accessibility for quick response.

Also, it will provide an areafor class-
room and teaching to help both citizens
and emergency services workers. The
other reasoning would beto help expand
storage for the county with the continu-
ous overflow of paperwork that must be
saved, filed, and stored.

Mr. Clydesdale has sent out a survey
that needstoberespondedto. Thebiggest
asset toNorton County arethe peoplethat
reside here. Our people have agreat en-
vironment, which producesour economic
development. Aslong as we utilize our
natural resourceswith intelligence, they
will help produceeconomicdevelopment
for yearsto come.

Inregardstohavinganeconomicdevel-

opment director, thecity and county offi-
cialsarenegotiating to share expensesto
hirean effectivedirector. Let meempha-
sisthat “thecity and county officials’ are
working together.

The new airport board was planned
quitecarefully by all partiesinvolved. The
airport manager andGail Boller arefamil-
iar with the airport functions. Eldo Gra-
hamisataxpayer and anoutsidebusiness-
man who will contribute from another
busi nessstandpoint. Thecounty commis-
sioners, city supervisorsand councilmen
areentitledtotakecareof businessinstead
of being figureheads showing up at the
officeonceaweek.

Norton County people elected these
peopletodotheir best to managebusiness
and money of the taxpayers. The airport
isavital resource of Norton County and

must be maintained effectively.

Norton County has very good depart-
ment supervisorswhoreport onceaweek
tothecommissionersabout theactivity in
their department. The supervisors run
their departments but communicating to
the commissioners serves as the idea of
checksand balancestotheindividual de-
partments. The supervisors hire their
employees according to the procedures
established and only brief the commis-
sioners on the applicants. The organiza-
tion of the county government has been
formatted by the “Employee’ s Hand-
book” just as Robert’ sRulesof Order.

To the people of Norton County lift
your heads high for you have alot to be
proud of and thankful for.

John Miller
Norton County Commissioner

[ HE

TE

NORTON

ELEGRAM

Office hours:
8a.m.-5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
Phone: (785)877-3361
Fax: (785)877-3732
E-mail: telegram@nwkansas.com

ISSN 1063-701X
215S. Kansas Ave., Norton, KS 67654 STAFF
Published each Wednesday and Friday by Cynth,la Hay“‘?s """"""" editor and publisher
Haynes Publishing Co., 215 S. Kansas Ave.,  VEronicaMonier .............c........ staff reporter
Norton, Kan. 67654. Periodicals mail postage ~ DickBOyd ...........ccccovvvnnnne. Blue Jay sports
pa'goasttm;ttgp S*é?% a6d7d6rfe)35 changestoNorton Carolyn Plotts ...........c.cevvvnenee. society editor
Telegram, Norton, Kan. 67654 Kristen Brands reporter
Official newspaper of Norton and Norton  Carol Erlenbusch .................. advertising rep.
County. Member of the Kansas Press Associa-  Vicki Henderson .......... computer production
tion, National Newspaper Association, and the  Sysie Marble ............... computer production
Nebraska Press Association Sonya Montgomery.................. bookkeeping
Nor’West Newspapers
DickandMaryBethBoyd — agge—® A NS A4 g~ ..
Publishers, 1970-2002 [NJ 2

Incorporating the Norton County Champion
MarionR. Krehbiel, editor

& _—cP

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION



