Debates may not
change minds

The presidential debates this year have been tense. You can see
the pressure in the performance of both President George Bush

and challenger John Kerry.

The 90-minute shows are followed by at least half an hour of
commentary by the various spin doctors, and then the polls take
their turn. The ones from last Sunday indicated very little change
in the race, and it remains a close contest with the election three

weeks from today.

Watching the debate last Friday, we were interested in the
discussion about the possibility that the next president will have a
chance to appoint a new justice to the Supreme Court. What
surprised us was that President Bush said he would not appoint
someone who would make rulings based on their own opinions.

“Another example would be the Dred Scott case,” Bush said,
“which is where judges years ago said that the Constitution
allowed slavery because of personal property rights. That’s a
personal opinion. That’s not what the Constitution says. The

Constitution of the United States says we’re all ...

you know, it

doesn’t say that. It doesn’t speak to the equality of America.

“l would pick somebody who would not allow their personal
opinion to get in the way of the law. | would pick somebody who
would strictly interpret the Constitution of the United States.”

In 1845, Dred Scott and his wife Harriet filed suit for their free-
dom in the St. Louis Circuit Court. After 11 years, the Supreme
Court took up the issue and, in a landmark decision, declared that

Scott must remain a slave.

The court ruled in March 1857 that provisions in the Constitu-
tion established that slaves were personal property. The decision
did much to solidify the positions of the slave states and the
abolitionists. It was three years after the decision that cannons
began firing on Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, opening the

Civil War.

It took the 14th Amendment plus the Civil Rights movement of
the 1960s to repeal slavery and change the way blacks were
treated. This was one of the few things the founding fathers got
wrong in the Constitution over 200 years ago.

Human rights have come a long way, but President Bush is
wrong to think that the judges make decisions based solely on
personal opinions, and he should brush up a bit on the Constitu-
tion before he brings up slavery to try to make a point about how

judges make decisions.

We believe the debates are providing a clear division on some of
the major issues, but there are enough points to give both sides
plenty of spin room to try to convince the undecided voters.

As the campaigns move into the final days we will await the

tabulations with great interest.

Voter registration in Kansas closes on Monday, so if you’re not

registered, do it now.

— Tom Betz

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Man feels new commissioners needed

TotheEditor:

With aheavy heart, | writethis.

My family and | have been accused of
“Taking sidesand supporting largelive-
stock operations’. Sincewhenhashaving
adifferenceof opinionbeentaking sides?

| cannot criticize the commissioners
when | would not accept that responsibil-
ity myself.

| am certain that the present commis-
sionershaveactedinthemanner that they
felt best forthecommunity. | alsofeel that
they were led or misled by some very
powerful organizations that could care
lessif Norton County continuesto exist.

True, they have spent an awful amount
of tax dollars proving where the author-
ity onsuchmattersactualylies. Thejudges
rightly ruled. Can you imaginethe confu-
sionthatwouldexistif eachsetof commis-
sionersin Kansas were allowed to write

suchfar reaching and restrictivelaws.

Itwouldbevery difficultfor thepresent
commissionersto rulein afair and unbi-
ased manner on any matter brought to
themby “OUR SIDE”.

We have a perfect opportunity to say
“THANK Y OU” for the many hoursthe
commissionershavespent. Letthemstep
down in honor and allow someone with
new ideas and perspective take the re-
sponsibility.

With election only weeks away, we
have the perfect opportunity to write-in
somevery capable candidates. | feel this
would beagood start in healing thefeel-
ingsthat haveexistedfor far toolong. Bev
Miller was right when she stated, “ Di-
videdwefall”.

Sincerely,
AllenE. Braun
Norton County
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..AND IN The

IWAR ON TERROR
T WILL 588Kk
ALLIANCES WITH
EVERY COUNTRY
IN THE UN.,
ALL MIDDLE EAST,
FAR €AST AND
ANTARCTIC COUNTRIES
AND
THE ISLANDS OF
MICROSNESIA,
TO GET THEIR
PERMISSION,

0oy
THE [T TRBUNE

Entertaining yourself s key to field work

ou cantell how desperatethings

are on the farm by who the hus

band getsto help do field work.
Thisweek it was my turn; so things are
pretty bad.

I’m sure from his viewpoint the most
difficult part wasover oncehecajoledme
intoit. But| could seethedifficultieswere
just beginning when hisinstructionsin-
cludedtheterm* skinny under theel ectric
fence”.

Skinny!

I’m pretty sure | gave up skinnying a
fewyearsago. Atthispointitismorelike
acrawl. And while | can get down, get-
ting upismore of aproblem. How fortu-
nateitisthat thisfieldisinthemiddleof a
section so therewere no witnesses.

Thegirlsalwayscomplainthat driving
atractor givesyoutoomuchtimetothink.
That’ scertainly true, especially whenthe
radiointhetractor doesn’twork. Not that
aradio helps much in our tractors. For
somereason every radio my husband has
ispermanently tuned to KRV N. No mat-
ter what you do you can’t changethe sta-
tion.

| amused myself inthefirst two fields
by checking out scenery as they were
fields| had never worked before.

| had a seagull checking things out in
oneof them. How lost washe?

These fields were quite level and
square. | liketo be creative when | farm
so | looked forward to moving on to ter-
races.

Back

Home

Nancy
Hagman

Supposedly, terracesare scientifically
designed to prevent erosion. | guessthey
work but they tendtolook likeadrunken
sailor laid them out.

Sometimes you get started on one and
ittwistsandturnsgoing onandintoasort
of twilight zone. Especially scary when
it isactually getting to be twilight, you
don’'t know how to turn thetractor lights
onandyoutill haveto get back towhere
you startedand*“ skinny” under thefence.

But after you get thoseterracesworked
you can be creative. It islike a puzzle.
How doyoubest cover thespacewiththe
fewest turns?

For therecord: creativity doesnotwork
when swathing hay. Theideaistokeepa
windrow going for aslong as possible so
thebaler canbeconstantly fed. Thisisthe
reason Patricia doesn’t get to run the
swather anymore. She made some cool
cropartthat will forever beunappreciated.

Or maybe she just outsmarted her fa-
ther. If youdoajob badly enoughyouwill
never beasked to do it again! Hmmm —
now there’ sanidea

Speaking of hay, inhisinstructionsthe
hubby says, “Don’t get intothe bales.”

“Thosebales?’ | asked pointing to the
row of 50 big round bales.

Geez, hemust think I’'m blind just be-
cause he needsglasses.

Speaking of glasses, how | wish he
would get some glassesand wear them.

A friend of mine, who cannot read any-
thing without glasses yet still refuses to
wear them, complains how hard it is tc
adjust to glasses after having perfect vi-
sion al her life. I've worn glasses since
fifth grade so you can understand how
harditistosummonsup muchsympathy.

My husband actually had a pair of
glassesabout 10 yearsago.

| thought they madehimlook very dis-
tinguished. Now hehasfold-up magnify-
ing glasses he carriesin a pouch on his
belt.

Theother night westoppedto get apop
from a pop machine and he had to get
down on hiskneesto seewhich buttonto
push. Would wearing glasses make his
lifemoredifficult?

I’mnot really complaining.

My husband Jr.’s Aunt Blanche (age
89) oncetold meshethought farmingwas
agreat way of life because it was some-
thing husbands and wives could do to-
gether and it made families strong.

| agreeand | really don’t mind hel ping
out by running thetractor. Just don’t tell
Jr.. Il hidehisglasseswhen thiscolumn
isprinted and hewill never bethewiser!

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Hill City man thinks trade treaty is unconstitutional

TotheEditor:

Our country isin peril! If Congress
can't beturned around, we havelost our
country, the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights! Isthereany way that you can get
the bigger newspapers to inform their
readers?

SomeoneMUST tell thepeoplethey are
headed for aHemi sphere Government of
34 nations. The Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) isnot free trade — it
isthetakingover of theUnited Statesand
our lives.

Thistreaty will be submitted to Con-
gress after the election. Congressis
primed to passit. It will be approved by
Bushandwewill beinanew government
by December 2005. It is an unconstitu-
tional treaty, but what differencedoesthat
make?

Sen. Sam Brownback has heard about
the opposition. The article and letter,
which | havefaxed to him, might change
hismind. Hehasvoted yesall thetimeto
freetradehills. If you can get someoneto
circulate the petition and mail it,
Brownback will haveto declare himself.

Wehaveuntil electiontosolicitthevote
of senatorsandrepresentatives. Thenitis
all over, and no onel can seeonthehori-
zonwill questionit. It would takearevo-
[ution to get out of thistreaty. The new
government will pick up all firearms.
(That iswhy theliberalsdidn’t try tore-
enact the“ assault gun ban”!)

The reason Bush has not cut off theil-
legal Mexicansis that he knew that the
Free Trade Areaof the Americas Treaty
would open the borders of the U.S. any-
way. Won'’t that beamesswhenmillions
from all of the Americas can legally mi-
gratetotheU.S.?

| hopethat youwill doall you cantoget
the word out to the people. They must

send thousands of |l ettersto Congress.
Tell people to forget the storms and

football for afew minutes and attend to

the nation’ s predicament. Refer them to

www.stoptheftaa.org.
Kenneth Clark
attorney at law, retirec
Hill City

Candidate responds to letters

L etter tothe Editor:

| amwriting in responseto the anony-
mous letters about Mr. Lang’sfeedlot. |
feel the writer(s) have either a genuine
concern about thefeedlot, or are just be-
ing vengeful, or aretryingto keep our at-
tentionfocused uponanimal confinement
instead of upon moreimportant issuesin
this county. The confined animal rules
have been decided inthe courtsat agreat
cost to the county with the ruling being

that the state’ sconfined animal rulesare
abovethecounty’srules.

We should now spend our time focus-
ing onissues such asambulance, fire de-
partment, airport, roads, economicdevel-
opment, and county environmental re-
sponsetobiological terrorismtoour live-
stock. Let’ squit beatingthisoldissueand
get onto more pressing i ssues.

Ivan Kingham
Norton County

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



