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The debatesare over,
and nowthe
name calling begins

There was no knockout punch in the presidential debates, and
neither George Bush or John Kerry was able to get a real advan-

tage out of the post-debate polls.

There are two weeks left in the campaign, and it appears the
thrust of the arguments we will listen to is Bush calling Kerry an

“out-of-the-mainstream liberal,”

and Kerry is labeling Bush an

“out-of-the-mainstream conservative.” Both are using the labels
as though they were somehow dirty words.
Bush began the “liberal”” charge in the final debate, saying Kerry
was even more liberal than Ted Kennedy, the other senator from
Massachusetts. In another answer, Bush was saying how he had
asked the Congress to pass the Medicare reform, and that even

Kennedy had supported him.

Kerry said the Bush idea to privatize Social Security is a conser-
vative move that will cut pension benefits, and raise the retire-
ment age for those who are getting close to retirement age.

The labels of Liberal and Conservative have been used in differ-
ent ways over the more than 200 years of American politics. In
the elections since the beginning of the 20th century, the effort
has been to paint all Democrats as liberal and all Republicans as

conservative.

Reality is much different; there are liberals and conservatives in
both parties, and people can be liberal on one issue and conserva-

tive on another.

The WordNet Dictionary defines a Liberal as: 1. [n] a person
who favors a political philosophy of progress and reform and the
protection of civil liberties. 2.[n] a person who favors an eco-
nomic theory of laissez-faire and self-regulating markets. 3.[ad]]
tolerant of change; not bound by authoritarianism, orthodoxy, or
tradition. 4. [adj] showing or characterized by broad-

mindedness; “a broad political stance”;
sympathles" “a liberal newspaper”;

oplnlons

generous and broad
tolerant of his opponent’s

WordNet defines a Conservative as: 1. [n] a person who has
conservative ideas or opinions. 2.[ad]] resistant to change.
3.[adj] conforming to the standards and conventions of the
middle class; “a bourgeois mentality.” 4.[ad]] unimaginatively

conventional;
gray world of business’
conservative estimate.”

“a colorful character in the buttoned-down, dull-
- Newsweek. 5.[ad]] avoiding excess; “a
6.[ad]] opposed to liberal reforms.

There are good things on both sides of the political spectrum,
and itis important to the success of the democratic government
we have that there are people willing to be labeled as one or the

other.

In the battle of ideas, most people will not make a decision
based on one statement or how a person is labeled, but that does
not stop either Bush or Kerry from trying to make the label be a

negative for their opponent.

Another argument is to say that the liberal is a person more
likely to think the glass is half full and believe it will get fuller. The
conservative is a person who thinks the glass is half empty, and is

afraid it will always get worse.

Those are as broad and over sweeping as the idea that all
Democrats are liberal and all Republicans are conservative.

These labeling arguments are good for the political scientists
who try to explain why things happen and the forces of the
society that come together to make the changes. Day-to-day,
though, the labels are less clear, and have less to do with what is

or may happen.

They serve as ideological battering rams, and are being used
that way today, substituting name calling for substance.

No matter whether you consider yourself a liberal or conserva-
tive, Democrat or Republican, this is an important election for

you to vote in — for the man of you choice.

— Tom Betz
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Neighbors help make houseahome

hen buying ahomeweask the
size, price, how many bed
rooms, how muchistheutility

bill and how about thosetaxes.

But one of themost important features
of ahome purchaseisonly uncovered or
discovered upontheexperienceof living
inthe home— theneighbors.

I’ vealwayssaid God provided mewith
neighbors with cameras when my chil-
dren were growing up. He knows|1'm a
lousy photographer and the mystique of
thecameraisabitlikethemystiqueof an
umbrella— it alwaysiswherel am not.

And so God gave me neighbors with
cameras.

But now withmy childrengrownanda
daughter-in-law who loves to take pic-
tures| don’t need acamera-laden neigh-
bor. When we moved into this house we

Phasell
Mary Kay
Woodyard

graduated to adifferent level.
Wehavefriendly neighborsaround but
therearethree of usinarow that seemto
have our own little neighborhood.
Thematriarch of thetrioisanavid gar-
dener. Shegrowseverything, except rad-
ishes. She has eggplant and peppers and
cabbages, sweet potatoes and on and on.
And best of al, she shares her bumper
crops and comes with vegetable in hand

and arecipeaswell.

Even the neighborhood bunnies know
what house to visit. She has wonderful
bird feedersand | can sit at my desk and
watch thefinches.

The youngest of us grows cactus and
rosemossand feedssquirrels.

Shetransplants all sorts of flowersin-
cludingiris. Not only does she share her
rose moss, she prepares the soil in my
whiskey barrel, transplants it and then
watersitdaily. Notlongagoshepurchased
two squirrel feeders; oneto placeupinthe
treeand the other to put along thefence so
my grandchildren could watch them eat.

And me, well, | attempt to garden, |
nurturerabbits, | provideaback porchfor
ustocongregatein, but mostimportantly,
| am the lucky recipient of literally, the
“fruitsof their labor”.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Mother thinks best interests are at heart

TotheEditor:

| havedebated about writingthisletter,
asl amJohnMiller’ smother. | cannot vote
for him, asl amnotinhisdistrict.

| am not writing thisin regard to John
only, but for al our county commission-
ersand city officialswho serveus.

Beingacounty commissionerisnotjust
about sitting in on meetings. They have
to know about all federal, state, county
and city lawsand regulations. They have
to have knowledge about budgets, ac-
counting, construction and many other
things.

Our critical water situation is some-
thing that hasto be protected — not only
for usbut for our children, grandchildren
and all our future descendants.

| grew upin Almena. | remember when
thePrairieDog Creek usedtorunfull. Y ou
couldfishandswiminit. Nowitisonly a
small stream. Y ou can look along our
creeksand seemany dying treesbecause
of thelack of water.

Our present county commissioners
havedoneagreat jobto protect our water
supply and many other things. They have
worked long hours outside of meetings,
getting information they need to make
good decisionsfor Norton County.

| havelivedinNortonCounty all mylife
and appreciateall that hasbeendoneover
the yearsto keep this county aclean and
desirableplacetolive.

LucilleMiller
Norton

\loters don't care for hit and run tactics

TotheEditor:

| finditinteresting that my letter about
the anonymous flyers was published on
the same page asthe editorial that pretty
much had the same questions and com-
ments | did on the subject. Delores
Atkinson seemsto havethesamethoughts
about it, al so.

Maybemorevoterswhodon’t carefor
thesetacticsshould chimeinwith letters

totheeditor. Atleast” anonymous’ might
get the message that “hit and run” isnot
theway toimpresspeoplewiththeir opin-
ion. If*“anonymous’ doesn’twanttocome
out in public, then they will haveto face
fading into the nameless oblivion to
which they have consigned themselves.
June Prout
Norton

Man imagjines presidential press release

TotheEditor:

I maginethisinour nation’ snewspapers
inNovember if Kerry winstheelection:

“Kerry announcedthat hisfirst official
actwouldbeto createanew cabinet-level
post. Hewas, however, rather vagueasto
the purpose of the position. Some of his
top aids, under the conditions of being
anonymous, stated that it would becalled
the Secretary of Presidential Plans.

“Some of the duties would be to keep
anaccuraterecord of all theplansthenew
president had proposed during the cam-
paign. Thiswouldincludemonitoringthe
statusof all plans, advising the president

of thestatusof al and reminding him pe-
riodically of plans he has not yet begun.
Thesecretary would advisethe president
of any that appeared to be stupid, unbe-
lievable or impossible. The secretary
would have the responsibility to keep a
record of how thenew president promised
hewould accomplish each plan.
“Therewereafew morerelated duties,
but his people decided that they were al -
ready probably in enough trouble that
they abruptly ended the conversation.”
DaveAshley
Norton

Representative
respects, supports
commissioner

TotheEditor,

During the general election,
Norton County has some important
decisionstomakeregardinglocal is-
sues. Although some might say that
| shouldn’t have an interest in the
Norton County commissionersrace,
I'd still like to add my “two cents
worth.”

John Miller is one of the most re-
spected county commissionersinthe
state, bar none. Through his hard
work and commitment, hehasexper-
tisein all aspects of county govern-
ment and has been a wonderful re-
source for me and our former sena-
tor, Stan Clark.

Asyougotothepolls, consider the
great job John hasdone.

John Faber
staterepresentative
Brewster

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear ano
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymous etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.




