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VOTE IN |UESDAY'S ELECTION

Incumbent focuses on county’s development

By VERONICA MONIER

Incumbent 3rd District Com-
missioner John Miller isrunning
for athird term
inoffice.

He said the
commission
needs to focus
on economic
development.

“We have to
work at bring-
ing peopleback
hereandat find-
ing jobs they’ll come back here
for,” hesaid.

Mr. Miller saidthecommission
also needs to keep an eye on the
water situation, even though itis
handled by the state.

Agriculture, he said, will con-
tinue to play a big role in the

Candidate

By VERONICA MONIER

Economicdevelopment will be
Robert Clydesdal €' sfocusif heis
electedtothe3rd District commis-
sion seat on
Tuesday.

Mr. Clydes- |
dale said an
economic de-

John Miller

velopment di- f

rector isneeded

to tie every- [

thing together. e
“Weneedto R. Clydesdale

bring all of the
entities that can help with eco-
nomic development, like Rural

county. He said the county needs
to bring in supplements to help
farmers. Littlefarms, hesaid, are
disappearing, while large farms
are becoming more frequent.

Asfor theambulancebarn, Mr.
Miller said the county didn’t lose
the grant becauseit wasnever ap-
pliedfor.

“Weweren't totally prepared,”
he said. “But if we would have
applied for thegrant, thenthefire
department wouldn’t have been
abletoapplyfortheir grant. | think
they need new equipment more
than we need a new ambulance
barn.”

Also, Mr. Miller said with the
grant for a new ambulance barn,
the taxpayers would have had to
pay $25,000to $50,000in match-
ing money. The commissioners

weren't prepared to deal withthat
much money right now, he said.

During histwo termsin office,
hesaid, alot of changeshavebeen
made, including in the budgeting
processso money wasspent more
efficiently

He said hereally enjoys work-
ing in county government, be-
causeit canbeseenwhenprogress
ismade.

“Helping people makesyou re-
ally believe in the process of
county government,” he said.

In the past eight years, Mr.
Miller said no services have been
cut, but things have become alot
more streamlined.

“We' vetriedto dothebest pos-
siblethingfor thecountyinall the
actionswe vetaken,” hesaid.“We
(the commissioners) may not al-

wayslikethethingsthat needtobe
done, but intheend, it'swhat we
felt was best for the people who
live here.”

Mr. Millerisafarmer andacow/
calf operator. HeandwifeBeverly
havebeenmarriedfor 28yearsand
has four children and two grand-
daughters.

Heisacertified county commis-
sioner, whichrequires40 hoursof
classroom work, is a member of
the Republican Central Commit-
tee, and is on several boards and
committees.

Mr. Millerwill faceRobert Cly-
desdale in the Tuesday, Nov. 2
general election. He defeated his
Republican opponent, George
Gassmann, by onevoteinthepri-
mary.

thinks Ideas need to be pooled

Telephone, together so we can
comeupwithsomeideas,” hesaid.
“But then, we need an economic
developmentdirectortotieitall to-
gether.

“In these tough times, every-
body seemstobeinarut. Weneed
to all work together and stay to-
gether for the betterment of the
community.”

He said he will also focus on
healing the differencesin the
county. He said sometimesthings
just fester and then can only heal
with afresh start.

ThisisthefirsttimeMr. Clydes-
dalehasrunfor officeand hesaid

he's running because he feels he
will beabletorelieve someof the
tension and turmoil inthe county.

He said he's also been asked to
run by several people and so has
stepped up to hiscivic duty.

Mr. Clydesdale is a farmer/
rancher andlives14milessouth of
Norton. Heand hiswifeSally, who
teaches second grade at
Eisenhower Elementary, have
three children and two grandchil -
dren.

“I haverootsinNorton County,”
he said. I think it'stime for my
generation to step up and keep
Norton County thegoodplaceitis

tolive.”

Mr. Clydesdale isamember of
the United Methodist Church of
Edmond. Heisaboard member on
both the Natural Resources Con-
servation Service and the
Solomon Valley Rural Fire Dis-
trict.

He will face incumbent John
MillerintheTuesday general elec-
tion.

He ran unopposed in the pri-
mary election as the only Demo-
crattofile.

The poles will be open from 7
am.-7 p.m. thisTuesday.

By KIMBERLY BRANDT

As aformer member of the
Breswter School Board, Rep.
John Faber says school finance
isone of histop priorities.

Rep. Faber,
who has
served for the
last eight
years, said he
isn't sure
thereisagood
answer to the
school  fi-
nance prob-
lem. He said
hebelievesthestate should step
inandeliminatelocal salestaxes
goingtoschool districts. Forin-
stance, every time someone
buys something in Johnson
County, part of the tax goes to
that district.

Therewasabill passedinthe
Senatelast year, said Rep. Faber,
that would have meant over
$200 a student more for educa-
tion, but the House couldn’t get
it passed. Most of the packages
that would provide increased
school money also would raise
taxes, hesaid.

Rep. Faber said he has never
agreedwiththelocal optionbud-
get,whichallowsdistricttoraise
theproperty tax tobringinmore
money. From the beginning, he
said, he' sfeltthestateshould pay
for schools. When Johnson
County can get millions of dol-
lars with just one mill, Decatur
County can only raise $20,000
with onemill. That isn’t agood
economical situation.

Theschool financelawsuit, he
said, scareshim becausethe Su-
preme Court could cut the [ow-
enrollment weighting which
helps schoolsinthisarea.

He said he thinks the states
revenue situationisgoing to be
different in the next two years,
andthat may helpuscatchupon
school money and other pro-

John Faber

Education finance
IS Incumbent’s

top priority

grams.

Anotherimportant areaisrural
economic development. Hesaid
thereis $2 million ayear avail-
ablefor economic devel opment.
Themoney comesout of abill for
research units to be put around
colleges and universities. Some
of that money hasbeen put aside
tobeusedinthisregion.

Rep.. Faber said Kansasneeds
to keep taxesin line with others
states in the area. Kansas taxes
are higher, he said, but the state
has better roads and better
schoals.

Roads are a part of the eco-
nomicdevel opment picture, too,
hesaid. Thehighwaysneedtobe
maintained to keep businesses
coming hereand people, too.

Rep. Faber serveson the Joint
Committee for Information
Technology and the Joint Com-
mittee for Economic Develop-
ment. Duringthelegislative ses-
sion, he served as vice chair of
transportation, which dealswith
al state roads, driver’slicenses
andtruck regulations, and onthe
environment, agriculture and
taxation committees.

Rep. Faber won the Republi-
can primary over Doug Sebelius
of Norton, 3,404 votesto 2,375.
He will meet Democrat Bob
Strevey inthe general election.

Two years ago, the race fea-
tured it wasthe sameline up for
the 120th District House seat.
Rep. Faber said he feels good
about thecampaignandtheel ec-
tion. He said he thinksit will go
pretty much likeit did last time.

He said he has been out to
Phillips, Norton, Rawlins coun-
tiesandwill behereandin Chey-
enne County beforetheel ection.

Rep. Faberisafifth-generation
farmer in southwest Rawlins
County.

The district includes Decatur,
Cheyenne, Rawlins, Norton and
Phillips counties.

Schools, economy
are on candidate’s
political agenda

By VERONICAMONIER

Houseof Representativescan-
didateBob Strevey thinksthat he
can make a difference for west-
ern Kansas.

Mr. Strevey,
whoisrunning
in the 120th
District, said
he would like
to be able to
takepartinde-
cisionsfor the
good of west-
ernKansas, in-
cluding school
finance, economic devel opment
and whether to make U.S. 36 a
four-lane highway.

“l wanttobeinapositiontotry
and help with these things,” he
said.

Over the course of his cam-
paign, Mr. Strevey said, he'sseen
some positive response to his
ideas. Thedistrict coversalarge
area, hesaid, and peoplearecon-
cernedwithdifferent things. But,
he said, everyone is worried
about schools and the weakness
in the agricultural economy.
These are things he wantsto do
something about.

A major issue he would focus
onisschool finance, which rep-
resentscloseto half of thestate’s
budget. Hesaidit needstoremain
“frontand center” inthemindsof
thelegidlature.

“This should be our first con-
cern,” hesaid.

He said he hopes the Kansas
Supreme Court will realize that
it'sthelegidlature’s duty toraise
money and decide how and
whereit’s spent, not the courts'.

He said alot depends on the
economy. If itimproves, thenthe
state has some breathing room,
and if it doesn’t, then belts will
haveto betightened again.

Thedevelopment of U.S. 36is
one thing that could help the
economy in western Kansas.

Bob SErevey

Another way, he said, isto de-
velop wind energy. He thinks
thereisalot of opportunity in
the wind energy area and that
thestate should nudgeit along.

Mr. Strevey said another is-
sueisanimal identification to
control possible diseases. He
said he didn’t think the state
shoulddoanimal identification
until it’ sknownwhat ishappen-
ing at thefederal level.

“l don’t think the farmers
should have to pay for some-
thing likethistwice,” hesaid.

Retired after teaching for 31
years, Mr. Strevey livesoutside
of Norcatur onthefamily farm
with hiswife Kay. They have
three grown daughters, Trudi,
Wendy and Hollie.

In addition to campaigning,
hevolunteersat theNorton Cor-
rectional Facility andfarms.He
isaboard member of the U.S.
36Highway Associationandis
president of the Norcatur Citi-
zensAlliance. Heservedinthe
Army and Army Reserves, re-
tiring in 1992 as a lieutenant
colonel.

If elected, he said he would
liketo serveon committeesfor
education, agriculture, correc-
tions, or other that’simportant
tothe peopleinthe 120th Dis-
trict.

Thisisn't Mr. Strevey’sfirst
run for the House. Two years
ago, he was defeated by 178
votes, losingtoincumbent John
Faber 1,122 to 944.

No matter the outcome, Mr.
Strevey encourages everyone
tovote.

“However it turnsout, it is
important for peopleto partici-
pate and let others know what
they want,” he said.

Mr. Strevey will face Mr.
Faber againonTuesday, Nov. 2.

The 120th District includes
Decatur, Cheyenne, Rawlins,
Norton and Phillips counties.

Sheriff thinks about
future of taxpayers

By VERONICA MONIER

Sheriff Troy Thomsonsaidhe
hasthetaxpayersinmindwhen
hethinksabout serving another
four-year termin office.

Hesaid, if elected, heplanson
continuing
hissearchfor
grantstohelp
pay for run-
ning the de-
partment, so
that taxpay-
ers won't
have to dig
deeper into  Troy Thomson
their pockets,
inadditionto remaining within
budget.

Sheriff Thomsonsaid healso
plansto continueworking hard
on keeping drugs out of the
county, especially methamphet-
amines.

“1 want to continue what the
sheriff’sofficehasalwaysdone
— protect and serve,” he said.
“Serving isthe Norton County
Sheriff’soffice’shigthing.

“Wetry tohelpoutinthecom-
munity whenever we can and
not just show up somewhere
whenwe'recalled,” hesaid.

Some of the things the
sheriff’sofficedoes, hesaid, are
giving rides to doctors and
emergency serviceworkersdur-
ing winter storms, having edu-
cational programs for the pub-
lic like meth forums and
Identikid, and putting together
booths at post prom and the

county fair.

If elected on Tuesday, this
will be Sheriff Thomson's sec-
ond term. He was first ap-
pointed assheriff in 1999when
nominated by the Republican
Central Committee after the
previoussheriff [eft for medical
reason.

He said he accepted the
nomination because he loved
thejobandwasunder-sheriff at
the time. He then ran in 2000
and was elected. He'srunning
thisterm because he still loves
thejob.

“Even with all the negative
stuff that comes with the job,”
he said, “the positive far out-
weighsit. Whenyou' reableto
help somebody yougetareally
good feeling.”

Sheriff Thomson was born
and raised in Norton; hisfam-
ily hasbel onged tothecommu-
nity for several generations. He
and his wife, Chriselle, have
beenmarriedfor 14years. They
havethree children.

He is the chairman of the
Norton County Council onAl-
cohol and/or Drugs, governor
of the fourth district Kansas
Peace Officers Association,
and a committeeman on the
John Foster Scholarship Com-
mittee.

This Tuesday, Sheriff
Thomson will face write-in
candidate Travis Smith, whom
he defeated in the primary.

Man feels patrols need
to go more places

Travis Smith feels he has
what it takes to be the Norton
County sheriff.

That isone of hisreasonsfor
running a write-in campaign
after being
defeated by
incumbent
T r oy -
Thomson in
the Aug. 3
primary. i r,

Publiccon- |
cernwasan- | %
other.Hesaid
people
wanted to have another choice
intheelection.

“l wanttobesheriff,” hesaid.
“l wasn’t going to give up on
just the primary.”

Mr. Smith said he has seven
years of experience working
withthelocal law enforcement
in the county. He spent four
yearsasadeputy for theNorton
County Sheriff’s Department
and threeyearsasan officer on
the Norton Police Department.

Hewasalso apark ranger for
theKansasDepartment of Wild-
lifeand Parksfor threeyears.

Mr. Smithsaidif he'selected,
he plans on working on public
relations.

]

Travis Smith

“Alot of thesmaller commu-
nitiesinthe county need to see
more of the sheriff’s depart-
ment,” hesaid. “ Also, therural
areasneedtoseemorepatrols.”

He said he enjoyed hiswork
in the sheriff’s office and
wanted torunfor thetopjobto
support hiscommunity. Hesaid
hehasaspecial interestinhelp-
ing children.

“1 alsowant towork withthe
kidsinour community and set-
up school drugandal cohol pro-
grams,” hesaid.

Heisasointerestedin com-
munity involvement and set-
ting up neighborhood watch
programs.

Right now, Mr. Smithworks
for the Kansas Department of
Transportation and isavolun-
teer onthe Norton County Ru-
ral Fire Department.

He is married to Laquita
Smith and the couple has two
children: Makayla, 7, and
Jaden, 3.

When he's not working, he
enjoysfishing, teamropingand
spending time with his chil-
dren.

Mr. Smith will face Sheriff
Thomson again in the general
electionthisTuesday.

Polling places not all the same

Pollsin Norton County will
open from 7 am. to 7 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Some of the polling places
will bedifferent thanthey have
beeninthe past.

Votersin:

» Almena City and Almena
Township vote at Almena City
Hall.

* Center Precinct No. 1and 2
voteinthelobby at the Norton
County Courthouse.

» Harrison Township at
AlmenaCity Hall.

» Highland Township and
Precinct No. 1 vote at Lenora
City Hall.

» Modell Township vote at

LenoraCity Hall.

e Highland Precinct No. 2
vote at the Norton American
Legion.

» Highland Precinct No. 3
voteinthelobby at the Norton
County Courthouse.

e Solomon Precinct No. 1
vote at the Norton American
Legion.

* Old Belle Plain Township
voteinthelobby at the Norton
County Courthouse.

« Solomon Precinct No. 2
vote at the Norton American
Legion.

e Norton Wards 1, 2 and 3
vote at the Norton American
Legion.




