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The triumphant Norton Blue Jays hold up their District 10 championship trophy as will advance to bi-district play and will host Riley County on Tuesday evening with
they celebrate their 16-13 victory over Phillipsburg last nightin Phillipsburg. Norton  kickoff set for 6 p.m.

Norton Blue Jays are District Champions
with exciting 16-13 win over Phillipsburg

By DICK BOYD

Junior WilliamWilhitekickeda
22 yard field goal with eight sec-
onds left to provide the winning
points for Coach Bruce Graber's
Norton Community High School
football team who defeated
Phillipsburg 16-13towintheDis-
trict 10championshiplast nightin
Phillipsburg.

After allowing a Phillipsburg
touchdown on the opening kick-
off, the Norton defense played a
tremendousgameandtheBlueJay
offense produced enough points
for thewin over the Panthers.

Phillipsburg cameintothegame
averaging 279.1yardsrushing per
gameand 41.6 points per contest,
55.3 points per gamethelast four
weeks. They were undefeated in
home games this season and had
only givenup 4.7 pointsper game
at home.

Inadditiontoallowingthe Pan-
thersonly 13 points, Norton held
themto only 92 yardsrushing, 11
yards passing and three first
downs. ThePanthersaveragedjust
2.6 yardsper rushing attempt and
had no first downs the first half.
Nortongained 158 yardsrushing,
64 passing for 222 total yards of
offense. TheBlueJaysalsohad 16
first downs.

“Take away that opening kick-

off and we won the battle defen-
sively,” said Coach Graber. “Our
defensewasoutstanding all night
long. We tackled well and were
able to take away what they
wantedtodo. Wekept their offense
off balance. Our secondary played
great and only allowed two com-
pleted passes.

“Other than thekickoff, wehad
a breakdown when we allowed
themto scoretheir rushing touch-
down when we weren't lined up
rightandweallowedthemtobresk
atrap play for abig gain. Other
than those three plays, we con-
tained them.

“Offensively, we did just
enough to win. Our quarterback
Seth Mills had a good game. He
rantheoptionwell and madegood
decisions in the passing game.
William deservesall thecredit he
received for kicking the winning
fieldgod but thedefensehadtoget
theball from Phillipsburg andthe
offensehadtoget theball inposi-
tion for him to kick it. I'm really
proud of theway William stepped
up. Hehad been alittle shaky ear-
lier in the game but he really
drilled that field goal. It would
have been good from much far-
ther.

*“Wemissedacoupleof chances
to scorein thefirst half when we
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shot ourselvesin the foot and we
weren't as productive in the sec-
ond half. They put more pressure
on us after intermission. We got
stuck with our backs to the wall.
Thewholethird quarter, wehad a
hard time getting past our 35yard
line.

“Webeat avery, very goodteam
tonight. Our young men just
playedalittlebetter thanthey did.
They’ ve had so many short fields
inrecent gamesbut weweremak-
ing them go along ways for a
score.”

After Phillipsburgtook theearly
|ead on the opening kickoff when
Jarret Abell returned theball for a
touchdown, Norton put together
a72yard driveto tie the score at
6-all with4:121eftinthefirst quar-
ter. Millsscoredfrom 15yardsout
but Wilhite missed theextrapoint
kick. The Blue Jaystallied again
with1:08leftinthefirst half when
sophomore tailback Blake
VanEaton dived infrom oneyard
out. Wilhitekickedtheextrapoint
thistime and Norton led 13-6 at
halftime.

Phillipsburg scored their final
touchdownafter ashort punt gave
themtheball ontheNorton21yard
line and quarterback Taylor
Redinger ran around right end to
tally from the 15 yard line. They
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kicked the extra point to tie the
scoreat 13-all with4:551eftinthe
third quarter. Mills engineered a
drive from the Phillipsburg 43
yardlinewith 1:53leftinthegame.
Hepassedto senior fullback Kyle
Kats for 20 yards to the 23 and
completed afiveyard passtojun-
ior wide receiver Clay Madden.
Onthirddown, hedroppedback to
pass, couldn’t find an open re-
ceiver and ran the ball. He was
knocked out of boundsafter pick-
ing up afirst down on the Panther
9 with 36 seconds|eft in the con-
test. Arunby VanEatontothe5 set
up Wilhite'sfield goal.

“Seth made a great decision to
getusincloseonthat final drive,”
said Coach Graber.

L eading rusher for Norton was
Katswith 47 yards on 10 carries.
He also had two pass receptions
for 37 yards. Overleaseranfor 43
yardson 19 carries. Mills gained
37 yards on 10 carries and
VanEaton picked up 26 yardson 6
carries.

Senior tight end Justin Shirk
caught 3 passesfor 38yards, Mad-
den grabbed 1 for 2 yards and
Overleasehad 2 catchesfor minus
3yards.

VanEaton had 2 kickoff returns
for 32 yardsand Lance Roe had 1
for 16 yards. Junior Luke

Norton’s junior kicker William Wilhite signals that hisfield over Phillipsburg last night! Senior quarterback Seth
goal kick was good with eight seconds left to boost the Mills, No. 15, was the holder.
Blue Jays to an exciting 16-13 district championship win

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Pfannenstiel returned onepunt for
Syards.

Michael Sprigg kicked off 4
timesfor a38yard average.

Chris Davis averaged 33 yards
on 6 puntsand had several boom-
ing kicks. “Chris punted great,”
said Coach Graber. “He had just
oneshort one.”

Redinger wasleadingrusher for
Phillipsburg with 35 yards on 14
carries.

“In the running game, we ro-
tated Blake and Aaron at tailback
and it helped them both to stay
fresh,” said Coach Graber.

“For this group of playersto
come back from a 1-2 record and
end up 7-2 and district champions
ranksright up therein my career.
Our players have grown up so
muchintheir attitudes. We' vehad
young men step up and give us
somegreat timesand our veterans
havestepped upand becomemore
physical players.

“1 tip my hat to our coachesfor
the great game they called. Todd
FultonandLucasMelvincaledan
unbelievable game defensively
and coachesKevinJilkaand Jason
Jonesreally helped out aswell.”

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

district competition. The Blue
Jays will host Riley County on
Tuesday at TravisField. Kickoff is
at6p.m.

Riley County edged Beloit 23-
22 onFriday night to placeseconc
intheir district, whichwaswonby
Minneapolis.

GAME STATISTICS

NORTON PHILLIPSBURG
16 First Downs 3
50-158 YardsRushing 35-92
64 YardsPassing 11
222 Total Yards 103
8-16-0 Passes Completed 2-4-0
2-2 FumblesL ost 1-2
6-45 Penalties 6-38
6-33 Punts 7-30

Next action
Nortonhasnow qualifiedfor bi-

Come Treat Yourself To A Good Deal!

2004 CHRYSLER PACIFICA SPORTS TOURER AWD — Butane
blue pearl with taupe leather, 6 passenger bucket seats, H.O. 3.5
liter V-6, auto., front and rear AC and heating, tilt wheel, cruise
control, PS/PW, power locks, mirrors and liftgate, power adj. ped-
als, load leveling suspension, stereo with CD player, Infinity speak-
ers, alum. wheels, keyless entry, 24,000 miles. $25,500.

2004 CHRYSLER CONCORDE LX — 4 door sedan, inferno red
pearl with gray cloth, 50/50 seating, 2.7 liter V-6, auto., A/C, tilt
wheel, cruise, PS/PW/PL and power mirrors, stereo with CD player,
keyless entry, alum. wheels, 23,000 miles, $15,900.

2004 CHEVROLET MONTE CARLO LS COUPE — Sandstone beige
metallic with neutral cloth, 55/45 seating, 3.4 liter V-6, auto., AC,
tilt wheel, cruise, PW/PL, power mirrors, stereo with CD player,
keyless entry, alum. wheels, 28,000 miles, $13,900.

2000 CHRYSLER LXI — 4 door sedan, inferno red pearl with gray
leather bucket seats, 3.2 liter V-6, auto., auto climate control, tilt
wheel, cruise, PS/PW/PL, power mirrors, power sunroof, 16” chrome
wheels, keyless entry, 58,000 miles, $9,900.

2004 DODGE DURANGO SUV 4X4 — Bright silver metallic with
gray leather, 7 passenger, SLT decor, 4.7 liter Magnum V-8, auto.,
front and rear AC and heating, tilt wheel, cruise, PS/PW/PL and
power mirrors, stereo with CD player, touch shift transfer case, sun-
screen glass, keyless entry, alum. wheels, 16,000 miles, $26,500.
2003 JEEP LIBERTY SPORT — 4 door, 4X4, summit white with
gray cloth bucket seats, 3.7 liter V-6, auto., AC, tilt wheel, cruise,
PS/PW/PL and power mirrors, stereo with CD, styled steel wheels,
keyless entry, 16,000 miles, $19,800

2004 DODGE DAKOTA QUAD CAB 4X4 — Bright white with
gray cloth bucket seats, SLT decor, 4.7 liter V-8, 5 sp. auto., AC, tilt
wheel, cruise, PW/PL, power mirrors, stereo with CD, bedliner, alum.
wheels, keyless entry, 20,000 miles, $23,900.

2004 DODGE RAM 1/2T QUAD CAB — Short box, 4X4, bright
silver metallic with gray cloth, 40/20/40 seating, SLT decor, 5.7
liter Hemi V-8, 5 speed auto., AC, tilt wheel, cruise, PW/PL, power
mirrors, stereo with CD, keyless entry, trailer tow package, chrome
wheels, 23,000 miles, $24,900.

2003 CHEVROLET HD 3/4 T CREW CAB — 4X4, arrival blue with
gray bucket seats, LS decor, 6000, V-8 dual control AC, tilt wheel,
cruise, PS/PW/PL, power mirrors, stereo with CD, alum. wheels,
touch shift transfer case, trailer tow package, bedliner, 22,000 miles,
$25,900.

1999 DODGE RAM 3/4T REG. CAB — 4X4, bright white with
gray vinyl bench seat, 5.9 liter V-8, auto., AC, stereo with cassette,
bedliner, trailer tow package, new tires, 76,000 miles, $13,500.

FAW’S GARAGE INC.

520 Patterson 4 620 Nebraska Avenue
Cambridge 308-697-4444 “R8N Arapahoe 308-962-7415




