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Warren White

Warren White

In 1944 Warren Whitewasayoung manwho
wanted to serve his country and serve hisfam-
ily. That's part of the reason he enlisted in the
Navy, but he was also looking for something
else.

“Why doesany young manwant togofor ad-
venture?,” he said about why hewent.

Adventureissomething hegot.

Mr. White, asecond class radarman, served
from March 1944 to May 1946. After school to
becomearadarman, heboarded shipfor the Pa-
cificand had an adventure.

Heserved astheonly radarman onashipthat
carried the 3rd Marine Division into the inva-
sionof lwoJima. Asthey approachedtheisland,
they could first see flashesfrom battleship fire
and, about four hours later as they got closer,
they could feel the shots.

“1 remember going out on the deck and hav-
ingmy pantlegstug at my kneesevery timeone
of those concussionswould come by theship,”
hesaid. “That would giveyou quitean impres-
sion becauseyou knew what was up there.”

Thefirst night the ship stayedintheinvasion
area all night, it was reported that Japanese
swimmers were in the water. The swimmers

Ed Whitney

Anxioustoenlist, EdWhitney, 18, hitchhiked
toFort Riley in June of 1942.

He was a college student and with the war
aboutayear old, all branchesof themilitary were
on college campuses, soliciting enlistees.

AfterjoiningtheAir Force, Mr. Whitney be-
gan pilot’ straining with a college detachment
at Pullman, Wash. Hiscadet training took place
at SantaAna, Calif. Hetrained on small planes
a Thunderbird 1 Air Field, Phoenix; took basic
at Lamore, Calif., wherehemoved upto abig-
ger single-engine plane; and had his advanced
training at Fort. Sumner, N.M. There, pilots
were assigned to either afighter or amulti-en-
gineplane.

Duringthetransition period before hewasto
gooverseas, thecrewswereassembledat Rapid
City, S.D., for 90 days. It was there the crew
came together as a unit. They practiced bomb
runsand each member of thecrew learnedtheir
job.

Heleft fromBostonHarbor togo overseason
board an old luxury liner, The lle de France. It
docked in Glasgow, Scotland. From there he
wenttothebasewherehewoul d bestationedfor

wouldstrapbombstothemselvesandtry tosink
enemy boats. They would hide under debrisin
thewater soasnot tobedetected. Mr. Whitewas
put on guard duty with a submachine gun that
night, which headmitswasfrightening.

“| shot at everything | saw,” hesaid.

His ship’snext duty wasto carry the second
wave of troops into the invasion of Okinawa.
Kamikazeplaneswereaconcernand onehitthe
next shipand shrapnel injured someonhisship.

Theship’snext tripwasgoingto bethehard-
est. They wereheaded for theinvasion of Japan.

“That was going to be tough because when
youinvadeaman’ shomeland, that’ salittlemore
important than someof theoutlyingislandswe' d
takenover,” hesaid.

However Japan surrendered.

Mr. Whitesaid theharbor went wildwith cel-
ebration at the announcement. Ships shot their
flaresand pyrotechnicsand sprayed water from
firehosesinto theair all night. At dawn, there
wereno flaresor pyrotechnicsleft unshot.

Mr. White got his adventure and battle stars
for each of the invasions, but also came away
with alesson about life.

“Onceyou’'reinaninvasion, it will make a
man out of you pretty damnfast,” hesaid.“Y ou
begintorealizethat lifeispretty preciousif you
get throughit.”

the rest of the war, Thorpe-Abbotts Air Field,
75 milesnortheast of London.

Mr. Whitney celebrated his 21st birthday in
England. He flew 19 missions before the war
ended and he was promoted to captain. At the
time, hisplanewasthelead in formation.

After thewar, hishomecoming was delayed
because of duty in Europe.

“It was real boring,” he said “They had me
teaching classesandflyingthetopbrasstoL on-
don, or wherever. | finally asked for atransfer.
By thetimel got back tothestatesinJuneof ’ 46,
thecelebrationwasall over.”

With the dedi cation of theWorld War |1 Me-
morial in Washington, Mr. Whitney would like
to seeawrong, righted. He noticed that the | ast
lineof President Roosevelt’ sfamous*infamy”
speech was deleted from the inscription at the
memorial. It said, “ And thanksbeto God.”

“1 think it should be corrected.”

HejoinedtheK ansasNational Guardin 1955
andretiredin 1972 with 30 yearsof cumul ative
serviceon activeduty and inthe Guard.

“Duringthewar, weall maturedreal fast,” he
said.“Weall hadclosecalls. Thesurvivorswere
thelucky ones. Onething | worry about today i<
thenonchalantattitude. Thenextwar, we'll learn
what it’ sliketo havethe enemy on our land.”

Co-pilot Ed Whitney (right) and Carl Hellerich, pilot



Gene Wiltfong

Being at theend of thelineturned out to bea
good thing for Gene Wiltfong.

Hewasdraftedin 1944 and sent to Fort Hood,
Texas, for basictraining.

He remembers a buddy who went through
basic with him.

Bothmenwereencouragedtotrainforkitchen
duty, but another friend talked hisbuddy out of
it. That buddy went to Okinawa and ended up
losing both legs.

Asthetroop shipwasgettingready tosail from
Port Lewis, Wash., toHawaii, themenwereas-
signed alphabetically.

By thetimethey got totheall that wasl eftwas
an assignment to the 98th Division in Hawaii,
cooking for the officer’ smess.

Mr. Wiltfong praised the Italian cook that
trained him.

“Besides,” he said,
“the meals were ter-
rible. | thought | could
do better than that.”

Hisunit was|oaded
andready toinvade Ja-
panin August of 1945,
. when the A-bomb
ended thewar.

He thought it was
ironic that he waded
ashoreright at the spot
where the invasion
would have taken
place, had thewar not ended.

Thedifference between the Japanese people
and the Japanese sol dierswasnoticeabletohim.

“We thought the Japanese soldiers were so
cruel — the way they treated prisoners and
such,” hesaid.

“But whenwelanded asan occupying army,
the Japanese public wasvery kind. Occupation
waseasy.”

InJapan, the98th Divisionwasdissolvedand
he was assigned to cook for two generalswith
the 25th Division. Heeven cooked for themon
atrain whenthey travel ed between bases.

Mr. Wiltfong said he had it pretty good. He
livedintheNew OsakaHotel, had maid service
and got totour several citiesin Japan, including
Hiroshimaand Nagasaki.

Hishbiggest honor camewhen Gen. Dwight D.
Eisenhower visitedthe25th, heatedinnerinMr.
Wiltfong' sdining room.

Beforethewar, he had been ateacher for two
years.

When he was discharged in August of 1946,
theprincipal at Lenorahad ajobfor him. Hegot
homeonaSunday and school wasto start Mon-
day.

Theschool gavehimtwoweekstorest and get
ready. He was teacher and administrator in
Norton for 44 years. But, even at school here-
membered hiscooking days.

Every year, hewould prepare turkey, dress-
ing and bread for the Eisenhower Elementary
School faculty Christmas party.

“1 waskind of immaturewhen| wentintothe
service,” hesaid.

“But | grew up real fast. | read and enjoyed
Tom Brokaw’s book on the Greatest Genera-
tion.

“1 havetoagreewithhim. WorldWar 11 prob-
ably heraldedinthebiggest changesintechnol-
ogy we have ever seen.”

Gene Wiltfong

Bob Winteroth

Seaman First ClassBob Winteroth served as
part of the armed guard for the U.S. Navy dur-
ing WorldWear I1.

Mr. Winterothenlistedin March of 1944 and
served until May of 1946.

“| decided it wastimeto do it,” he said. “I
started in college and then went hometo farm.
That wasn’t what | wantedto do, so| enlisted.”

Heasagunner in the south Pacific on board
Merchant Marineshipscarryingcargooversess.

Whileonboard, hesaidhenever hadtofireat

anything.
“One time we
thought we saw asub-

marine, but it didn’t
come up,” he said.
“Theonlyfiringwedid
wasalittlepracticing.

“We scraped and
painted alot. We al-
wayshadtodoalot of
painting on the gun
deck.”

Mr. Winteroth said
serving on amerchant
marineshipwasdiffer-
ent than serving on aregular Navy ship.

“Theonly timewe put on blueswaswhenwe
weregoingonland.”

Another difference, hesaid, wasthefood.

“The food was good, because we were on a
Merchant Marine ship,” he said. “We ate good
food al thetime. We' d gointo thedining room
andthey’ d serveus. Onefellow, heliked to eat
steak. Sometimes he' d eat three or four steaks
inameal.”

Mr. Winteroth said beingonboardaM erchant
Marineshipat thebeginning of thewar wasdif-
ferent than when he served.

“1 had afriend who was on onein the begin-
ning of thewar,” hesaid. “He served inthe At-
lantic. They didn’t havetheweaponswedid and
hadto surviveconstant bombing. Once, out of a
fleet of 50 ships, only fivesurvived.”

Mr. Winteroth said he was a senior in high
school when Pearl Harbor was bombed. When
he got out of high school, he started at Kansas
State University and then finished when he got
out of theservice.

“That was a period when a lot of younger
peopl e decided they were going to go into the
service,” hesaid. “Many weredrafted, but alot
justjoinedlikel did.

“1 think | wasbetter off joininglikel did,” he
said. “If | would have been drafted, it'shard to
say where| would have ended up.”

Mr. Winteroth said he met his wife Doris
when hewasin college. Both started in 1942.

Mrs. Winteroth said she graduated and then
the next day afriend asked if shewanted to go
pick up Mr. Winteroth. They got married in
August and she taught while he went back to
school.

After he graduated, he went to work for the
Soil Conservation Service. They ended up in
Norton, where heretired.

The Winteroths have been to the Navy Me-
morial in Washington and are looking forward
togoingtotheWorldWar Il Memorial. Hesaid
several years ago, they went to amemorial in
Cadlifornia, where he was able to show histwo
daughtersand grandchildren what hedid when
hewasintheservice.

Bob Winteroth
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Chuck Wright

The U.S. Navy's Seaman First Class Chuck
Wright woulddoit all againif hecould.

“I remember alot of stuff that | would rather
not,” hesaid. “ But, if something brokeoutand|
could, I'dgobackin.”

Mr. Wrighttriedtoenlistwhenhewas17, but
his dad wouldn’t sign the papers. Then hewas
draftedandwentintoserviceAug. 13,1943.He
stayed until hewasdischarged March 5, 1946.
Whenthe K orean War brokeout, here-enlisted
in 1948 and served until 1951.

Hesaid heservedinthePacificonasmall air-
craft escort, which took planesout to thelarger
ships. His ship was the only aircraft carrier in
over al00that had two presidential citationsfor
extraordinary heroism in action against enemy
forces.

Thething that sticksout in hismind themost
iswhen he was in the Battle of Leyte Gulf,
which, hesaid, iscalled thelast surfacebattl e of
shipsandisconsideredthegreatest battleinna-
val history.

Mr. Wright was afirst loader on a40-milli-
meter machine gun on the USS. Fanshaw Bay
whenthetwo-and-a-half hour battletook place.

“It wasour 13 shipsagainst the Japs' 26,” he
said. “Welost six. They lost 20.

“That morning, we were called to general
quartersandthenwent up ondeck. What wesaw
looked like along line of telephone poles. It
wasn't long after that when the battle started.”

He said he saw two aircraft carriersliterally
blown out of thewater. The Fanny Bay wassent
to New Guineafor repairs, because, he said, it
had big torpedo holesinit.

Theshipwasalso hitinthefirst engagement

they werein, whichwasat Saipan.

“ A bomber dropped abombintheback plane
elevator,” he said. “It went down and killed |
don’t know how many.”

After that engagement, he said they werere-
ported missing. Hismomhad clipped apieceout
of the paper that said the ship had sunk. When
he went home on leave, he proved that it obvi-
ously hadn’t. They had goneto Hawaii, where
theFanny Bay wasput intodry dock for repairs,
while the crew stayed at the Royal Hawaiian
Hotel.

Oneother time, he said he saw something.

“Peopletalk about UFO’s,” hesaid. “1 think |
saw one. ‘| wasondeck and saw somethingfoot-
ball shaped and silver with lightsonit. Thera-
dar didn’'t pick it upand it madeno sound. | was
told not totalk about it. That wasin 1944.”

Mr. Wright was 16 when Pearl Harbor was
attacked. He said he thinks his generation was
unique.

“They drafted alot of people, but there were
alsoalot of volunteers,” hesaid. “ Probably just
asmany asthe number of peopledrafted.

“It’ shetter tofight away from homethan have
themcomehereandblow thisapart. That’ sprob-
ably what peoplewerethinking when they vol-
unteered.”

He said the training he had in service didn’t
meshwell withfarmlife.

“Being afirst loader on agunlikethat won't
get any jobsout here,” hesaid.

So hewent into civil service, workingfor the
Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Recla-
mation asaconstructioninspector. Hisfirst job
wasinspecting KirwinDam. Heretiredin Cali-
forniaand came back becausethisishome.

Heliveswith hiswifeJackiein Lenora. They
will celebratetheir 50th anniversary in June.



