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Arnold Jackson with his wife Elma and daughter Carole

Arnold Jackson

Arnold Jackson remembers where he was
when heheard the newsof thebombing of Pearl
Harbor.

“Wewereinacar withanother couple, ontop

of Loveland Pass, Colo., headingtoDenver,” he
said. “Whenweheardthenewsonthecar radio,
wecouldn’t realizehow bad it really was.”

Mr. Jackson knew themilitary operated ona
point system. Hewasalready married and they
had ababy.

Hesaid, “1 figuredif they ever got upto mar-

ried guyswithkids, I’ d get drafted.”

In early 1945, hewas drafted into the Navy.
He settled his wife and daughter Carolein a
trailer next to her parents’ home in Platner,
Colo., before he reported for basic training in
San Diego. Asa Seaman 2nd Class, hewasas-
signedtothe273 Company, atransportationunit
that moved suppliesand personnel.

Hewason thedeck of thetroop shipwhenhe
|ooked over therail sand spotted afloatingmine.
The ship passed within six feet of it.

Mr. Jackson was sent to the little island of
Samar in the Philippines. He remembersit be-
ing 20 mileslong and 10 mileswide.

Thechildrentherewent naked until they went
to school at age 6 or 7. He remembersthe chil-
dren gathering below afoot bridge the sailors
crossed. The men would throw coinsinto the
water andthechildrenwoul d divesometimesas
deepas20feet, toretrievethemoney. They liked
thesilver coins, but if aman tossed in apenny,
thechildwouldthrow it back and say, “Nogood
Joe.”

Hiswife Elmawrote him alot of lettersand
even sent him acakeonce.

“It was so dried out when | got it, we had to
useahatchettocutit,” hesaid.“| hadinvitedall
my friendsto shareit with me, and we couldn’t
eatit.”

While he was gone his wife received $50 a
monthfor herself and $30amonthfor their baby.
Hegot by on $14 inmilitary scrip.

“1 didn’t need any more,” hesaid.

Whenwordwasreceived about theend of the
war, Mr. Jackson, jokingly told hiswife, “ Y ou
justthinkitwastheA-bombthat caused the Japa-
nesetosurrender. But, they heard | wascoming.”

He thinks the label of “greatest generation”
might beright.

“I lostacoupleof cousinsinthewar,” hesaid.
“Therewerethreeof usbrothersinall atthesame
time. They're al gone now, but me. | was the
youngest.”

Hewasdischargedin1946. Hesaidheand his
wifehad aquiet reunion at her folks' placeand
“just enjoyed being together” .

Thefamily settledin Norcaturin 1950, where
hestarted ablacksmith shop. They hadtwo other
children, Sharon and Terry. The family has
grown to include five grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren.

He and his wife were married for 60 years
before her death afew yearsago.

“1 learned one thing while | was in the ser-
vice,” hesaid. “I learned how to make out with
little to nothing and to makelife go on without
much.”

Wilber Johnson

Pvt. Wilber Johnson servedin Germany onthe
front lineswith arifle company in the 86th In-
fantry Division.

Whenhewasdraftedin April of 1944, hewas
18 and excited to be getting away from home.
That excitement didn’t last long once he saw
combat.

“Our outfit was never in real fierce combat
like alot of people were because the war was
windingdown,” hesaid.“Butit hasapretty pro-
found effect onapersonwhenyou seeyour bud-
diesgettingkilled.”

He said when he was sent to Germany, their
ship docked at LaHarve, France.

“That'sonesight | won't forget,” hesaid. “It
wasall bombed to pieces. Railroad trackswere
twisted and blown up.
Buildingswereblown
up.

“l wasready tocome
home. All through
Germany, it was hard
to find one building
that wasn’t at least hal f
demolished.

“1 havealot of sym-
pathy for the military
personnel in Ger-
many.”

Mr. Johnson said
whenthewar endedhewasin Austria. Every day
they took in hundreds of German prisoners,
someasyoungas14andothersintheir 60s. They
didn’t havealot of fight leftinthem, hesaid.

When the war was over in Europe, he had &
30-day furlough to go home. After that he was
loaded on aship for the Pacific.

“We were out to sea about three days when
weweretoldwewerescheduledfor theinvasion
of Japan,” he said. “We were about halfway
acrossthePacificwhenthey dropped theatomic
bombs. The Japanese surrendered, otherwisel
probably wouldn’t be here.”

ThesoldierswereunloadedinthePhilippines,

Wiler Johnon
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where he drove atruck for about six months,
hauling food to the Filipino guerrillaarmy.

“| think service made me realize how fortu-
natel wasto livein the United States,” he said.
“It mademeal ot moredisciplined. Someof that
stayswithyou.”

Mr. Johnson said after hewas discharged in
May of 1946, he was extremely happy to be
home.

“I"'msuremy folkswere happy too,” hesaid.
“| remember, thenext day | wenttothefieldand
started planting corn.”

Hefarmed until heretiredin 1994, whentwo
of hissonstook over. Sincethen, he' sheenwork-
ing in hisshop, whichiswest of Lenora, fixing
stuff for the neighbors.

Heand hiswife Betty were married in 1948.
They had ninechildrenand several granddaugh-
ters.

Doug Johnston

Doug Johnston spent somuchtimeat seadur-
ingWorldWar 1, it felt strangefor himtowalk
onland.

Mr. Johnston, a
radioman third class,
served from August
1943 through 1946.

He said he enlisted
because it was the pa-
triotic thing to do. He
wasonsix shipsinthe |
Pacific, includinga |
gunboat, two destroy-
ers and three cargo
ships.

His service began
withradioschool inthe
states.

Hisoutfit then picked up apatrol craft shipin
New Y ork andtook it downto Jacksonville, Fla.
and converted it into a patrol motor gunboat.
Fromthere, they did seatrialstoget theship sea-
worthy then went through the Panama Canal to
the Pacific.

Hisfirst overseasduty wasescortinglanding
craft from San Francisco to Guam.

Next, hisoutfitwasassigned minedemolition
duty in Okinawa prior to theinvasion of theis-
land.

They arrived onthebeachfivedaysbeforethe
invasion and hel ped destroy minesso invasion
forcescould go ashore.

He then spent eight months in Okinawa do-
ing radar picket duty. Thejobwasto protect the

Doug Johnston

shores and try to shoot down enemy planes.
There were alot of kamikaze planestrying to
take back theisland. He said he had to shoot a
Japanese planedown.

They also swept and destroyed minesin the
inland sea of Japan so that American ships, in-
vasionforcesand occupationsforcesgoinginto
Japanwould be safe.

There was a scary moment when their ship
passed over amine, blowing a holein the bot-
tom. They survived, butthey hadtocarry 17 feet
of water.

“The force of that explosion sent me back-
wardsand thetypewriter infront of mewent up
intheair over my head. It broke105radiotubes,”
hesaid.

He was on one ship for 11 months without
touching land. He only got seasick once, how-
ever, during atropical storm. He said the mast
of the ship was 45 feet tall. The waves were
higher.

He also experienced a hurricane while an-
chored in the harbor. The winds caused thera-
dio antennato comelose, and hewas given the
duty of fixingit.

“The officers volunteered me because | was
small,” hesaid.

“They putalot of raingear around meandtied
aropearoundmy waistand | gotthejobof climb-
ing that 45-foot mast to put the radio antenna
back on. Therainwasso strong that rain hitting
youfeltlike BB pellets.”

He said the war helped him grow up and be
moremature. It also paid for hiscollege educa-
tion.

Following thewar, hereceived abachelor’s
degree from Bethany College and a Masters
fromthe University of Colorado.

Hewasabandteacher for 39years, including
25inNorton.

Hewasin high school during the Pearl Har-
bor attack and he said for the rest of his high
school days, all the boyswere conscious of the
war because they knew they might haveto get
involved.

“Wethought that if thewar wasstill goingon
by the time we graduated from high school the
thing to do would be to go serve our country,”
hesaid.

Harwood Lockhart

Harwood“Hop” Lockhart servedintheU.S.
Navy duringWorldWar Il andtheK oreanWear.
Heretired just beforethe Vietnam War.
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Harwood “Hop’ Lockhart, standing at attention (second from right)

Bob Madden

Bob Madden was only 15 years old when
Pear| Harbor was attacked.

He said he was in school when the teachers
announced it, but like most kids that age, he
didn’tunderstandtheimplicationsitwouldhave
in hislife. He thinks he heard President
Roosevelt’ sfamousradio messageabout “ aday
that will godownininfamy”.

But, by thetimehewasasenior inhighschool,
hetalked hisparentsintoletting him quit school
and enlist.

“Theydidn’tlikeit,” hesaid. " But, they knew
that it waswhat | wanted to do. And, that it was
something that had to be done.”

Mr. Madden enlisted in the Navy, taking his
boot camp and gunnery school at Farragut,
Idaho. Hewent in asan apprentice seaman.

He was sent to New Guinea with the 902nd
Anti-Aircraft Battalion as part of afive-gun
emplacement. His duty overseas was spent on
land.

Hewasin the Philippineswhen Japan’ s sur-
render was announced. He said he doesn’t re-
member any special cel ebrationonly that hewas
ononeof thefirst shipstoreturnsoldiersand sail-
ors home. “They took an aircraft carrier, The
Ticonderoga, and removed al the planes,” he

said. “ Thenthey madebunksand quartersfor all
the men. When we came into port there were
crowdstogreet usand bandswereplaying.” He
wasdischarged asaseaman first class.

Hishomecoming to Norton was great too.

“My parentswerereal gladtoseeme,” hesaid.
“1 cameinonthebusandit parked just oneblock
of where The Telegramofficeisnow. My folks
lived close by where McDonad’ sisnow.”

“1t' ssomething you
never forget,” he said
of hiswar experience.
“Youhadtolearnhow
totakecareof yourself.
Y ou can’ t expect other
people to take care of
you.”

Asfor hisbeing the
greatest generation,
Mr. Madden said, “It
depends on what side
of history islooking at
it. We were the great-
est for this generation. World War | vets were
thegreatest for their generation.”

Hesaid hemademany goodfriendsintheser-
vice, but they lost touch over theyears.

Heworked for 38 years as alineman for the
City of Norton. Heand Vadis, hiswife of more
than 50 years, raised their threechildren here.

Bob Madden
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and Norton County?

Check out our website for the most up-to-date
information or call Karla Reed, Chamber Director
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We salute the brave men

of today as they continue
to defend freedom.
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