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Norton man works hard on parks commission

Norton’s own Doug Sebelius loves to go
fishing and camping, whichisoneof therea-
sonsheaccepted an appointment ontheK an-
sasWildlifeand Parks Commission.

Mr. Sebelius said he was appointed by the
governorin2003and
officially took his F
placeonJuly 1 of that >
year. Hewasoffered | |
the position on the b §
commission because .
he, as a Republican,
met the requirement
for the Republican |
vacancy and alsohad
some experience
working with state
parks.

In the 1970s, he
workedfortheNational Park Service, Depart-
ment of thelnterior at threestate park stations
— at Shenandoah National Park in Virginia
asaseasonal ranger, at Capital Park in\Wash-
ingtonD.C.,andat PrinceWilliamForest Park
inVirginia.

“I’veawayshadaninterestinstateparks,”
hesaid. “ State parks are where we spend our
family vacations with our kids. We like to
camp andfish.”

Mr. Sebelius said his term lasts for four
yearsand he can be appointed again.

“It'svery enjoyable,” he said. “Thereisa
lot moretoit than aperson would think.”

Most of the regulations for state parks are
put together by thecommission. Thecommis-
sional soadvisesK ansasDepartment of Wild-
lifeand Parks Secretary Mike Hayden onthe
budget, hel pssubmit billstothe statelegisla-
ture, and triesto work with thelegislatureon
thingsthat arein the best interest of the state
park system.

Right now, the commission istrying to
come up with new waysto increase the state
park budget.

“The budget isthe biggest issue,” he said.
“Thefuture of our state parks dependsoniit.
Thegovernorissaying, very clearly, that there
will be atime soon that state general fund
money won't be available to the agency.
Seven point three percent of what the agency
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works with comes from the state general
fund.”

Another 70 percent of the stateparks’ bud-
get comesfrom campingfees, sellingammu-
nition, hunting and fishing fees, and park en-
trancefees.

Hesaidthey havetolookintothelong-term
tofindthebest answer for thebudget problem.
Thereisaproposal out right now that will get
money from vehicleregistration.

“This spreads the responsibility out to ev-
eryone,” hesaid. “ The proposal would make
moremoney availablethan what we' vebeen
abletorely oninthepast.

“It would also mean that state park fees

would possibly go down.”

Until the proposal goes through, the com-
missionandtheparksdepartment havetolook
at feesto cover the declining budget.

Hesaidhewasopposedtoraisingdaily and
yearly camping fees. The commission also
had afew new ideasthat could help with the
budget crunch.

The commission meets about every two
monthsand alwaysmeetsat | east onceduring
thelegislative session. Thelast meeting was
Oct. 28in Atchison.

Seethedetail sof thelast commission meet-
ing on Page5 of the Reservoir News.

Sebelius Reservoir — Temperature: 52
Lake Elevation: 18.05' below Conservation Pool

Black Bass—Fair (10-18inches) Fish
are spread all over the lake with
most of the fish being caught
along the dam and in Leota Cove
using spinner baits, crank baitsand
plastics.

Bluegill — Fair (5 -9 inches) Anglers
are catching a few off the public
fishing dock, in Schoen’s cove and
along the dam using worms under
a bobber.

Catfish — Fair (wide range) Anglers
catchingfish along the north shore
south of the office and off the pub-
lic fishing dock by the feeder using
worms, shad and cut or prepared
baits.

Crappie — Poor (wide range) An-
glers are catching a few crappie
using jigs and minnows off the
public fishing dock, up into Leota
Cove and in Schoen’s cove, but is
real sporadic. Look for these fish to
start biting as the water continues

to cool off.

Saugeye/Walleye — Fair (wide
range) Anglers are catching fish
around the dam, off the point at
the mouth of Schoen’s cove and
south of the office on the north side
of the lake using jig and worms. A
lot of throw backs, so remember
the 18 inch length limit.

Wipers — Fair (wide range) Wipers
are being caught along the dam,
off the public fishing dock and
south of the office on the north
shore using jigs with shad.

General Comments — Currently,
the water level is 1.13' lower than
it was one year ago at this time.
Look for the fishing to pick up as
the water continuesto cool offand
thefish start feeding up for the win-
ter. The Fall sampling revealed
good numbers of wipersand good
numbers of legal sized saugeye
that were nice and healthy.

The park office is now open from 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Please wear your Personal Floatation De-
vice when boating, your life may depend on
it! The reservoiris 17.5 feet below conserva-
tion pool (approx. 1.6 feet below the spring
level) and covers approximately 870 acres.
The water in the shower buildings and
campgrounds has been shut offand winter-
ized.

Planning is underway to enclose shelter
No. 3 and convert it into a primitive cabin.
The new facility willinclude heating and air-
conditioning, and mattresses. We hope this
project can be completed before the 2005
Memorial Weekend. Watch for more details
atalater date onthisnew opportunity atPrai-
rie Dog.

Recently, the asphalt overlay has been
completed on the road and parking lot ad-
jacent to the fishing dock, and the access
road in the Shady Rest campground. In ad-
dition, the access roads and camping pads
in the pull through utility sites No. 31-40
have been overlayed with asphalt. Effective
April 1, 2005, these utility sites will be classi-
fied as “prime sites” and a daily surcharge
will apply.

A new restroom has been installed at the
boatramps. This Federal funded project will
also include a new ADA drinking fountain
and new sidewalks.

Fishing for catfish, saugeye, and wiper has
been very good at times. Wildlife observa-
tion is outstanding at Prairie Dog this time
of year. The park currently hosts approxi-
mately 20 whitetail deer, quail, pheasant,
and waterfowl.

Due to our annual training requirements,
the office will be closed occasionally, so
please call the office before making a spe-
cial trip to the park. Please call the office at
785-877-2953 with any questions you may
have.

SERVING FROM: 5-7 PM.

75th Annual Harvest Home Festival of the

Almena Congregational Church
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13

at the Northern Valley High Gymnasium. Booths open at 4 p.m.—Crafts, Fancy Work,
Baked Goods, Fish Pond for the Children. Auction at 7:30 p.m. — Public Welcome

WarnmUpJo-cerwr=-

Homemade Chili, Vegetable Beef, Chicken Noodle, Oyster
Pie, Relishes, Coffee and Tea

32 94 243 P TTE

ADULTS:
$4.00
UNDER 12:
$2.00
Pre-School
& Younger
Free
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Dale’s Fish

«. ESTATE Ammunition

Your Headquarters for a Successful Hunt!

ESTATE — CHECK OUR SPECIAL
PRICES ON SHELLS

g OPEN THESE HOURS TO SERVE YOU:
Open till Midnight this Friday; Open 5:30-8 p.m. Saturday
Open 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday

‘N’ Fun 4%
502 E. Frontier Parkway, Oberlin, Kansas ® 785-475-2201 ™%

www.dalesfishnfun.com




