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Pheasant hunter looking forward to season

By DAVE BERGLING

Most folks have said pheasant hunting
hasn't been very good the last few years, but
not me.

I’ admitthe2002 seasonwastheworst I’ ve
ever seen, but what canyou expect whenthere
isabsolutely next to no cover for the birds?

But the rain in the spring of 2003 brought
back good cover for the birds, and they can
rebound pretty darnfast. Plus, Clay Anderson
and| haverai sed andrel eased severa hundred
pheasant over the last couple of years. We
should know this season if we have helped

Mother Nature or not.

Anyway, Clay and | took my dogsout the
second weekend of the season. Weleft after
lunch on Sunday, hit four nice pockets and
had our limitinanhour andhalf. Neither one
of ushavedonethat in quiteafew years.

My son Jeremy wasback from Perth, Aus-
tralia, for Christmas. We went out several
times and had some really good times. We
shot several nicebirds.

Theonething!’ll never forgetiswhenwe
werein this pocket that ends in a pasture.
Therewasbig plumthicket closetotheend.

\Wildlife, Parks to stock trout throughout season

It's that time of year again, when Kansas
anglers get the opportunity to fish for atasty
speciesthatisn’t nativetothestate— rainbow
trout. TheKansasDepartment of Wildlifeand
Parksstocksrainbow inwatersthroughout the
state, offeringaspecial angling opportunity for
bothnoviceanglersand seasonedfly fishermen.

Anyone fishing for trout in these waters
from Oct. 15through April 15must purchase
a$11 trout permit. In addition, all residents
16through 64, and non-residents16and ol der,
must haveavalidfishinglicense.

Two new areas, Pratt Centennial Pond and
Topeka Auburndale Park Stream, have been
added to the program thisyear. Trout fishing

at Mined Land Wildlife AreaNo. 30 (Chero-
keeCounty) and Tuttle Creek Reservoir Seep
Stream, wheretrout survivethroughthesum-
mer, requires a trout permit year-around.
Smoky Gardensat Goodland will not receive
trout until rains fill the lake. Two areas —
Kanopolis State Park Pond and Glen Elder
Stilling Basin— no longer stock trout.

Trout will be stocked throughout the state
duringthisseason. Check thestocking sched-
ule under “Fishing” on the KDWP website,
www.kdwp.state.ks.us stocking dates and
waters.

For more information,
feedbacks@wp.state.ks.us.
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| was on one side of the pocket when Jeremy
started calling the dogs.

“Come here Avenue, come here M adison.
Madison, Avenue, comehere.

“Dad, the dogsare going north.”

| said, " Y ou better gowiththem; they know
what they aredoing.”

| got around the thicket just in time to see
both dogslocked up on point and Jeremy with
hisshotgun up to shoulder, taking one step at
atimetowardsthem.

| thought, “| surehopeit’ sarooster.”

It was, and he got it. Sure glad he did, be-
cause my dogs will ook at you funny if you
miss one that they point out. We had some
goodtimes, and 1’ mlookingforwardtowhen
wecan go again.

Norton — As of Nov. 9
Waterfowl numbers — 300 ducks; few Comments— High Plains Duck Season

geese
Water level — Reservoir is 17.5 ft low
due to drought.

Hunting conditions — Similar to last
year. Few shallow areas. No flooded
vegetation.

Expected hunting success — Poor

Oct. 9-Jan. 4 & Jan. 22-Jan. 30. Ref-
uge boundaries will be the same as
last year and are in effect Nov. 1 -
March 1. A small craft ramp is lo-
cated at the Horse shoe camping
area to provide boat access at the
west end of the lake.
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SPONSORED BY
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Pheasant Hunters’ Breakfast

Biscuits and Gravy, Scrambled Eggs, Ham, Pancakes, Juice, Milk, Coffee
= 4 Free Coffee in Thermos

PRICE: $5.00 MINIMUM DONATION

Saturday, November 13
- United Methodist Church

W. HIGHWAY 36 AND WEST STREET, NORTON, KANSAS

Serving 5:00-7:00 A.M.
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Have A Safe and

Successful Hunting Season

Beer ~ Wine ~ Liquor
WE HAVE WEEKLY SPECIALS!
Kansas Lottery and Powerball Sold Here

Hours: 9 a.m.-10:30 p.m. Monday thru Thursday
and 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Friday and Saturday

), J & R Liquor

112 N. First, Norton « 877-2585

Relax with Us!

After the Craft Shows

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER 13

Full House Extra Large 16” Pizza
$9.99 One Topping  $11.99 Specialty

Or Try Our Fajita Grilled Stuft Burrito Special

W. Hwy. 36
Norton, KS

8/77-3359




