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Prepare Your Dogs

1112 N. Norton, Norton, KS • 785-877-3888
10 Years of
Experience

for the Hunting Season Ahead at

The Groom Room
Specializing in Field Cuts and All Other Cuts

10% Off All Grooming Services
During the Month of November

— CALL FOR APPOINTMENT —

St. Joseph’s CYO
Will Be Having A . . .

SOUP KITCHEN

Saturday, November 13

At the St. Joseph’s Parish Gym
NEW ALMELO, KANSAS

SERVING
11:30 A.M.

TO 1:00 P.M.

BUFFET
Saturday and Sunday, November 13 and 14

—5:30-7:30 A.M.—

EGGS, HASH BROWNS, SAUSAGE GRAVY AND BISCUITS,
BACON, SAUSAGE, PANCAKES AND COFFEE—$5.50

Sat. Lunch Buffet: Turkey & Dressing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy,
Vegetable and Roll—$5.50 (With Salad Bar—$6.50)

Evening Special: Prime Rib, Apple Cinnamon Pork Loin, Rib Eyes
To Go: Large Thermos of Coffee—$1.00 (Free with Buffet)

SACK LUNCHES AVAILABLE

Town & Country Kitchen
E. Highway 36, Norton — Phone 785-877-3511

RELAX AFTER THE HUNT IN OUR BEER BAR
WHILE YOU ENJOY YOUR EVENING MEAL Reservations: 1-800-494-9244 • Fax 785-877-2188

785-877-3381
Highway 36 and 283, Norton, Kansas 67654

◗ Cable TV/HBO   ◗ Touch Tone Phones
◗ Queen and King Size Beds   ◗ 35 Rooms

◗ Non-Smoking Rooms Available   ◗ Major Credit Cards
◗ Electric Hookups for Boat Batteries Available

Home Away From Home!

Ron and Vicki Fisher,
Owner and Operator

Officials hope proposal
will help park budget

After several months of discussion, the
Kansas Wildlife and Parks Commission made
a few changes in the state park fees for 2005.

At a recent meeting in Atchison, the cost of
the 14 day state park camping permit was
raised from $75 to $99. The Commission also
approved the creation of in-park RV storage
for $125 per month, as well as month-long
campsite rental ranging from $200 to $320,
depending on the utilities used. The fee in-
creases will become effective Jan. 1, 2005.

Several other park entrance and camping
fee changes had been discussed in previous
public meetings but were not pursued at the
Oct. 28 public hearing. Citing a lack of pub-
lic support for the broader array of state park
fee increases, the Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks removed most fee increase pro-
posals from its final recommendations to the
Commission.

“This demonstrates that the Department
and Commission are responsive to the wishes
of constituents,” said Parks Division Direc-
tor Jerry Hoover. “One recurring sentiment
we heard was that the entire cost of our state
parks shouldn’t be paid just by users because
state parks provide benefits to all Kansans.”

A lack of park funds is not due to declining
usage in most parks. Visitation counts con-
tinue  their upward trend, confirming research
showing that nearly two-thirds of Kansans use

state parks. Kansas State Parks have hosted
more than 7 million visits annually since
2000.

However, funding support for state parks
is changing. Just a few years ago, the state
general fund provided 65 percent of state
park operating budgets. Today, the general
fund makes up less than 15 percent and ad-
ditional general fund reductions are expected
as state officials and legislators seek ways to
bolster budgets for education and other pur-
poses.

There is a proposal in the making that
would give the state parks a dedicated fund-
ing source. The proposed vehicle registration
program that the Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks is requesting for fiscal
year 2006 would provide a $5 increase in the
vehicle registration fee. Of the $5, $1 would
be put into the Local Outdoor Recreation
Grant Program, and the remaining $4 would
be set aside for park operation budgets. This
proposal would require the department to
“give up” state general fund money and resi-
dent vehicle permits. An implementation
date has not yet been decided, but the ideal
date would be July 1, 2005. Anticipated ex-
emptions are trailers, trucks over 16,000
pounds, registered farm vehicles, govern-
ment vehicles, and certain commercial ve-
hicles.


