Program designed to get
young hunters interested

Remember the excitement of your first
pheasant season opener — The camarade-
rie of family and friends? Or perhaps you
can still smell the marsh as you followed
your father into the predawn twilight on
duck season opening day 20 years ago.

If you were fortunate enough to have
beenintroduced to hunting at an early age,
you know themagic. It restsinyour memo-
riesforever, and it drivesabasic desireto
experiencethe outdoorseach fall.

Hunting is avalued natural heritage —
Onethat must be passed on from one gen-
erationtothenext. But hunter numbersare
decreasing, and younger generationsarein
danger of missing these treasured experi-
ences. Andfewer huntersreducesthefinan-
cial, social and political support neededfor
effective wildlife management.

“PassItOn” isaprogramdesignedtore-

verse the declining trend in hunter num-
bers. While the program is made up of
many different subprograms, suchasOuit-
door Mentors, Shooting Opportunities,
Hunting Access, Specia Hunts, and Edu-
cation and Awareness, its most valuable
componentisyou. Ittakesahuntertomake
ahunter, anditiscritical that youth learn
important lifelessonsintheoutdoorsfrom
experienced hunters.

Y ou can become involved by simply
takingayoungster huntingthisfall. There
are new opportunities this year to make
thosefirst huntsrewarding, quality expe-
riences.

For more information on how you can
contribute to the department’ s hunter re-
cruitment andretentionefforts, pleasecall
(620) 672-5911 or send email to
mikegm@wp.dateksus

_eotaCoveto get improvementsin 2005

PrairieDog State Park hasbeenvery fortu-
nate to receive Federal funding on several
projectsinthelast coupleof years.

Another project, improving East Leota
Cove, has been approved and should begin
sometimein 2005.

Thisproject, funded by the Federal Motor
Boat Access Fund, will include construction
of aroad above the conservation pool level,
installation of asingleland boat ramp, andin-
stallation of aconcrete vault restroom.
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Firesafety isanimportant practice

The hunting season is well underway and
the Kansas State Fire Marshal, Jack
Alexander, wishesevery hunter aprosperous
and safe hunt. He also urges all hunters and
campers to practice fire safety as well as
hunter safety. Anaccidentallyignitedfirenot
only destroys property, but may causeinjury
or death. It places emergency responders at
risk and also damagesthewildlife habitat.

Thisseason of theyear isespecially danger-
ousforwildlandfires. Thegroundvegetation
isvoidof moistureand hasbecomevery flam-
mable. Anunintentional discarding of aciga-
rette, spent shell, or aspark canstart afireand
end in devastation.

State Fire Marshal Alexander encourages
these points be observed while hunting:

* Find out any safety restrictionsinthearea
you plantovisit.

» Be aware of gjected cartridges or shells
becausethey may ignite dry vegetation.

* Caution should beobservedwhendiscard-
ing smoking materials.

* Restrict campfires to designated recre-
ation sitesor campgrounds.

* Openfires, campfires, stoves, or charcoal
grills should be used with extreme care and
doused or fully extinguished. Never leavean
open fire unattended.

* Limit use of motorized vehiclesto estab-
lished roadsor trails.

» Keep abucket, ashovel and afire extin-

guisher inyour vehicleand at your camp.

* Do not park vehicles over dry grass or
brush - hot exhaust systems can and do start
fires.

* Think fire prevention beforeyou act.

What canyoudotohelp?Talk to other hunt-
ersabout fire safety and spread the word and
ensureall firesare Dead Out! Beresponsible
and protect your hunting opportunities.

Besafe!l Wear blaze orangeandfollow all
thebasic hunter safety rules.

Correction crew
helps keep up park

A crew fromtheNorton Correctional Facil-
ity hasbeenvery busy at thePrairieDog State
Park and NortonWildlifeAreathispast spring
and summer.

Some of the projectsthey have worked on
during the last several months include re-
moval of the old marinadock, rebuilding the
stepsto theboat dock, pouring concreteside-
walksaround theboat ramp parking area, lit-
ter cleanup, cutting and removing timber dead
falls, mowing and trimming, painting, and
equipment maintenance.

Their workforcecontinuesto beaninval u-
ableasset for thepark and wildlife area.

Quiznos Sus

MMMM... TOASTY!

411 W. Holme, Norton — Phone 785-877-2808
OPEN DAILY 10:00 A.M.-10:00 P.M.

December 1 through December 12

For Deer Pricing Check Our Web Site at
www.harlancounty2002@yahoo.com

Monday thru Saturday: 8 a.m.-noon and 1-6 p.m.
Sunday: 9 a.m.-noon and 1-6 p.m.
Several Varieties of Sausage = $65.00 Deposit Required
WE ACCEPT DEER MEAT YEAR-AROUND

HARLAN COUNTY
MEAT PROCESSORS r

Matt Massey, Owner  Box 421, Orleans, NE
308 473-3018 « 308-991-2383 or 3586 (home)
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*OrEN 6
Dars A WEek
*24-Hour SERVICE
*CoMmpLETE AuTO
ServICE CENTER
*TIRES FOR EVERY
NEeD AND BUDGET

ansasland,
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201 E. Howme

NoRrTON, KANSAS GOOD;}WEA"
785-877-5181 or 800-794-4983

YOUR ONE STOP CENTER FOR
YOUR TIRE AND AUTO REPAIR NEEDS
GooDYEAR AND MASTERCRAFT TIRES—ALLL SizES!

—Oil Changes —Alir Conditioner Repair
—Alignment —Tune-ups —RBrakes —Shocks
—24-Hour Service--

785-877-3638 (After Hours)
—On Farm <Tire Service

Let Kansasland Tire Take Care
of Your Car — From Front to Rear

Call 785-877-5181 or 800-794-4983




