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75 cents Veterans:
See the two page photo
gallery of Thursday’s
Veterans Day Parade.
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Briefly

Forecast:
Tonight — Cloudy in the evening

then becoming mostly cloudy. Lows in
the mid 20s. Southeast winds 5 to 10
mph. Saturday — Mostly cloudy with
highs in the mid 40s. East winds 5 to 15
mph. Saturday Night — Cloudy with a
30 percent chance of snow. Lows in the
upper 20s. Southeast winds 5 to 15
mph. Sunday — Mostly cloudy with
highs in the lower 40s. South winds 5 to
10 mph. Sunday Night — Cloudy with
lows in the upper 20s.

Howell report:
Tuesday ....................... High 71, Low 49
Wednesday .................. High 50, Low 26

.65 of an inch of precipitation
Thursday ..................... High 43, Low 31
Week ago .....................High 57, Low 32
Month ago .................. High 66, Low 48
Year ago ...................... High 65, Low 40
November precipitation.......... .65 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ... 23.05 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Dear God, thank you for caring
enough to call us back when we stray
from what you want for us. Help us to
guard against gossip. May we listen for
your voice and obey your word. In
Jesus’ name. Amen

Prayer

Weather

(Continued on Page 5)

Almena hosts
harvest festival

Church:
Take advantage of the
church listings to find out
when and where to go.

Page 6 & 7

This weekend, Almena will be alive
with activity.

This year marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the Almena Congregational
Church Harvest Home Festival.
Games for the youngsters and a
baked goods and fancy work sale
starts at 4 p.m. Saturday in the high
school gymnasium. The homemade
soup supper, featuring chili, chicken
noodle, vegetable beef and oyster
runs from 5-7 p.m. The auction fol-
lows at 7:30 p.m.

Admission is $4, adults; $2 for chil-
dren 12 and under; and pre-school
age and younger children are admit-
ted free.

Sunday, LaVonne Ponstein will be
the guest speaker at the Almena
Congregational Church’s 10:30
a.m. worship services.

A talent show at the church will be
held from 1-3 p.m. to wrap up the
weekend’s festivities.

Representative
speaks Tuesday

Rick Green, a former Texas state
representative, will speak at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the East Campus gymna-
sium. His topic will be “The Role of
Faith in American Society”. Mr.
Green works with WallBuilders Pre-
sentations, traveling the nation
speaking on the importance of our
concentrated efforts to preserve lib-
erty and pass the torch of freedom
to future generations. He is an out-
spoken advocate of returning to the
principles of the Declaration of In-
dependence. Admission is free. To
learn more, call Trent Richmond,
871-0368.

County gets another delay with landfill
By VERONICA MONIER

The approach of winter is causing an-
other delay in the completion of a new
landfill for Norton County.

Engineer Pat Cox, BG Consultants, told
the Norton County commissioners Mon-
day afternoon that it would be best if the
county waited until spring to lay a com-
pacted clay liner with bentonite, which is
used to prevent water from seeping
through the trash and contaminating the
groundwater.

He said if the ground frosts during con-
struction, then the liner won’t pass the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment’s regulations.

“This (the clay liner) is one of the most
critical things,” he said. “With the
county’s best interests in mind, I think we
should probably wait until we get out of
the frost season and into spring before we
do this.

“We’re gambling here. These bentonite
clay liners are very susceptible to frost
damage.”

Mr. Cox said the county had two op-
tions. It could let Whitney Construction
begin work this fall and then lay the liner
in the spring or it could hold all construc-
tion until spring.

Commissioner John Miller said the
county needed to get things done as soon

as possible since the county is sending its
trash to Phillips County, which is putting
a strain on their landfill..

“We are going to have to talk to Phillips
County,” he said. “I think our hauling
contract is almost out. We need to let them
know what’s going on because we might
not be able to get this project done until
the end of April.”

Commissioner Leroy Lang agreed.
Commissioner Dean Kruse said he was

inclined to let Whitney Construction
work as planned this fall and then stop for
the winter.

Mr. Lang said it was a consensus and
that they should let Whitney Construction

begin work this fall, waiting until spring
to put in the clay liner.

Mr. Cox said in his professional opin-
ion it would be best.

“Compressed bentonite clay liners are
almost never put in in the winter,” he said.
“As soon as we get a good week of
weather in the spring, we’ll get that put
in.”

Mr. Miller asked Solid Waste Supervi-
sor Curt Archibald to get on Phillips
County’s agenda to discuss this latest
problem.

In other business, the commission:
• Heard from Mr. Archibald that the city

Members of the Norton Ameri-
can Legion (above) present the
colors as they lead the annual
Veterans parade down State
Street Thursday afternoon.
Glenn Bowman, a local veteran
(right) took another mode of
transportation. He drove his
1934 John Deere tractor in the
parade.
 — Telegram photos by Vicki Henderson

(Continued on Page 5)

Norton’s
2003 audit
is in order

In honor
of all of those
who served

By VERONICA MONIER
The city’s 2003 financial audit looks

good.
Senior auditor Steve Zodrow with

Mapes and Miller told the Norton City
Council last Wednesday that the city was
issued a “clean opinion”, which meant
that it is in compliance with all state stat-
utes and had no statutory violations.

He said the only thing of concern was
the continued decline of the city’s cash
balance in the general fund budget. He
said it has been declining over the past
several years, but Norton wasn’t the only
city to face that problem.

Mr. Zodrow said the elimination of the
state’s revenue sharing payments has had
a big impact on the general fund budget.
Also, a shortfall in tax collections because
of delinquent property taxes has also had
an effect.

Overall, he said, Norton is dealing with
these shortages better than some of the
other cities his company audits.

The council accepted the report and
authorized Mapes and Miller to file all
needed forms and reports with state and
federal agencies.

Mr. Zodrow said the contract for audit
services is up for renewal and asked the
council to review and consider the
company’s proposal for the next three
years.

In other business, the council:
• Received a check for $5,084.61 for the

city’s share of the total Kansas Munici-
pal Utilities Safety Group dividend. He
said 60 percent of Kansas cities partici-
pate in the safety program.

• Heard from Mayor David Corns that
the city received $15,833.71 in city sales
tax receipts and $12,034.35 in county
sales tax receipts for $27,868.06 for Sep-
tember. He said the year-to-date total is

(Continued on Page 5)

Christmas promotion
set to give away $2,500

The Norton Telegram wants to give
away money — lots of money, up to
$2,500 to people who shop in Norton.

A dollar spent in the Norton area cir-
culates over and over and over.

In a nutshell, that is the concept be-
hind “Christmas On Us” sponsored by
Norton merchants and The Telegram.

Merchants benefit because it brings
business into their stores when people
make a purchase and collect their tick-
ets, then it brings them back when they
look for ways to spend their winnings.

Last year in Norton alone, 67,272
tickets were given out. That means that
roughly $673,000 was spent at the par-
ticipating businesses during the
“Christmas on Us” promotion.

The rules are simple  — look for a
sign in the window of a “Christmas On
Us” participating merchant. When you
make a purchase you will receive one
ticket for every $10 you spend. If you
buy $50 worth of groceries you receive

five tickets. If you spend $1,000 on mer-
chandise or services you get 100 tick-
ets. And even if you don’t buy anything
at all, you may still pick up one ticket
per week at The Norton Telegram of-
fice at 215 S. Kansas Ave.

Ten instant winners will receive $50
gift certificates. Tickets will be col-
lected from each participating sponsor
each week. The ticket numbers will ap-
pear in ads in The Telegram running on
Tuesday, Nov. 23, Nov. 30., Dec. 7 and
Dec. 14. Instant winners will have un-
til 5 p.m. Friday of that week to claim
their prize by presenting the winning
tickets at The Norton Telegram office.

All prizes are paid in scrip spendable
at participating merchants only.

The last day to collect tickets is Dec.
17. On Saturday, Dec. 18 the grand
prize drawing will be held. The winning
tickets must be presented at the draw-
ing to claim prizes at the time of the

Norton facility adds
new chaplain to employees

By CAROLYN PLOTTS
“I’m lovin’ it,” Randall Medlock said

of his new job as
clinical chaplain at
the Norton Correc-
tional Facility.

Mr. Medlock had
been at the facility as
a contract therapist
with a mental health
program for a year
when the chaplain’s
job became avail-
able.

The former chap-
lain, Galene Penner, resigned to accept an
out-of-state job.

The chaplain’s job is to organize reli-
gious activities for the inmates, work with
volunteers, train the security staff about
religious activities and provide pastoral
care to the 780 inmates.

Chaplain Medlock, who took over on
Sept. 20, has been a mental health coun-
selor for 25 years, primarily in Tennessee.

He had a private practice for nine years in
Columbia, Tenn., and was the executive
director of Good Shepherd Ministries in
Wilmington, N.C. Good Shepherd is a
non-profit group that serves the homeless,
hungry and jobless. It helps people find
their way back into real life. He reported
to an 18-member board from different
religious denominations.

“I’ve been ecumenical forever,” he
said. “We’re stronger together.”

He is an ordained Methodist minister
and a graduate of Vanderbilt University
in Nashville, Tenn., where he received
master of divinity and doctor of ministry
degrees.

A year ago, he and his wife Karen, also
a therapist, learned of two openings at the
Norton Correctional Facility.

“We jumped at the opportunity,” he
said. “We loved the west — loved the
people. And the geographic location ap-
pealed to me, too. I like the wide, open
spaces. We love the Kansas landscape.

(Continued on Page 5)

R. Medlock
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Sales tax gives boost to budget

New chaplain loves the Norton area

Businesses give away $2,500 in promotion

Volunteers needed at prison
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On September 30, 2004, the international
pharmaceutical company Merck recalled VIOXX,
its arthritis and pain medication, because of an
increased risk of heart attack and stroke.

VIOXX PATIENTS

SHASTEEN, BROCK & SCHOLZ, PCSHASTEEN, BROCK & SCHOLZ, PCSHASTEEN, BROCK & SCHOLZ, PCSHASTEEN, BROCK & SCHOLZ, PCSHASTEEN, BROCK & SCHOLZ, PC
840 North 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68504840 North 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68504840 North 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68504840 North 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68504840 North 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68504

402-464-0064402-464-0064402-464-0064402-464-0064402-464-0064 or or or or or

800-665-0064800-665-0064800-665-0064800-665-0064800-665-0064     (toll free)(toll free)(toll free)(toll free)(toll free)

If you or a loved one took Vioxx and have
suffered a serious injury (heart attack, stroke,
deep vein thrombosis, embolism or even
death), you may have a claim against Merck.

Contact Shasteen, Brock & Scholz, P.C. today
for a free consultation where we will evaluate
your claim and recommend appropriate action.

EOE M/F/D/V www.schneiderjobs.com

Our nationwide maintenance network, Operating Centers and 5,000+ driver support associates
ensure that directions, a repair or even a hot meal is just up the road, 24 hours a day.  Call for
opportunities in your area.

• No experience necessary
• Company-paid CDL training for qualified candidates
• $31,500-$39,500 1st year (inexperienced)
• $45,000-$54,000/year in 4 years
• Low-cost medical & dental insurance; free vision & life
• $5,000 sign-on bonus (experienced drivers & owner operators)

WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY MILE

1-800-44-PRIDE 
(1-800-447-7433)

Mon-Fri: 7am-9pm, Sat & Sun: 9am-6pm (Central Time)

At the KANSAS SOCIETY for Crippled Children,

we look beyond a child’s disability and envision

what is possible — the incredible potential their

lives hold. Unfortunately, many physically

handicapped children fall through society’s cracks

because their families are unable to afford the

equipment and services needed to overcome their

disability, or don’t qualify for assistance from

other agencies. For these children, the

KANSAS SOCIETY for Crippled Children

provides financial aid to purchase health

equipment or pay for the cost of

medical or hospital services. Help

us remove the barriers that keep

disabled children from being

everything they can be. Call us

today with the name of a disabled

child who needs help or to make

a tax-deductible contribution.

316.262.4676 • 1.800.6CHILD.0
106 West Douglas • Suite 900 • Wichita, Kansas 67202

Helping kids
become everything

they can be.

Helping Disabled Children Reach Their Potential

kansas
society

the

for crippled children
www.kssociety.org

By DICK BOYD
Neal Philpot, Pittsburg State’s

6-foot,4-inch, 254-pound senior
quarterback from Norton, has
earned first team All-Mid-
America Intercollegiate Athletics
Association honors and been
named Most Valuable Offensive
Player for the second straight sea-
son.

Philpot is also a candidate for the
2004 Harlon Hill Trophy, the
equivalent of the Heisman Award
in Division I.

Pittsburg State is 11-0 and
ranked No. l in NCAA Division II.
Last Saturday, Philpot threw a 52-
yard touchdown pass to Jermaine
Carpenter to earn the Gorillas a 21-
17 comeback win over Northwest
Missouri State at Arrowhead Sta-
dium in Kansas City.

The win broke a seven-game
losing streak to Northwest Mis-
souri, who came into the game
undefeated and ranked No. 2 in the
nation. The victory gave the Go-
rillas the league championship and
a first-round bye in the 24-team
NCAA Division II playoffs. The
game drew 25,542 to watch the
teams match up on the Kansas City
Chiefs home field for the third
straight year.

Philpot ranks second in league
history in total yardage with 9,341.

He is the league’s top rated
passer with a 202.9 efficiency rat-
ing. He is fourth in rushing yards
with an average of 98.3 per game
and fourth in total offense with
266.2 per game.

This season he has carried the
ball 125 times for 885 yards (7.1
yards per carry) and 13 touch-
downs and has completed 74 of
126 passes for 1,511 yards and 19
touchdowns with just four inter-
ceptions, despite missing two
games due to an early season in-
jury.

Earlier this season, Philpot be-
came the first quarterback in
NCAA-II history to throw for
5,000 yards and rush for 3,500
yards.

In his career, Philpot has thrown
for 5,517 yards and 55 touch-
downs and rushed for 3,824 yards
and 57 touchdowns.

Seventeen Pittsburg State play-
ers earned all-conference honors.
Eight were named to the first team.

Head coach Chuck Broyles was
named the league’s Coach of the
Year.

The Gorillas are the top seed in
the Southwest Region of the D-II
playoffs. With a bye this week,
they will play the winner of
Saturday’s game between un-
beaten and No.5 ranked Colorado
School of Mines and Midwestern
State (Texas) on Saturday, Nov.
20 in Pittsburg.

Former Norton athlete
named ‘most valuable player’

clean-up went well. He said they
had a total of 15.98 tons of con-
struction debris hauled to the land-
fill during the three-day clean-up.

• Learned that Mr. Archibald
had been contacted by Crochet, the
firm that sold the incinerator to
Norton County, about the possibil-
ity of buying parts of the incinera-
tor. The commission said they
would have to advertise the parts
if they wanted to sell them, since
they are county property.

• Signed several documents for
construction on bridge RS-240.
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannan said the bridge is in the
northwest part of the county and
will cost $238,486. Twenty per-
cent or $52,470 will be paid by the

$287,635.56. Last year’s total at
this time was $154,504.20 and the
year before was $165,092.66.

He said the county tax has
helped the general fund a lot.

• Learned from Assistant Police
Chief Toby Kuhn that the depart-
ment had a quiet Halloween. He
said they gave out about 100 bags
of candy, which the kids seemed
to enjoy. The candy is good pub-
lic relations, he said.

• Heard from City Attorney
Karen Griffiths that she would like
to meet with the Finance Commit-
tee to talk about her serving as both
the city and county attorney. She
will meet with the committee at 5

drawing. The prize amounts will
vary depending on the number of
participating merchants but The
Telegram hopes to give away up
to $2,000 at that time.

Last year, John L. Wray had the
$1,500 winning ticket. He donated
part of his winnings to the Senior
Citizens Center and the transpor-
tation bus, both of which had
helped him.

We especially love the Norton
area and the staff at KDOC (Kan-
sas Department of Corrections).”

The chaplain said he and his
wife have been treated wonder-
fully although some  native Kan-
sans tease them by calling them
“weather wusses”. The Medlocks
tend to “over-bundle” in the win-
ter and warnings of bad weather in
the spring and fall will send them
to the basement, he said.

Mr. Medlock said he sees the task
of the chaplain as many-faceted.

“It’s my job to make sure the
various religions at (the facility)
are accommodated as well as we
can without creating a security
problem. Because of the vast
number of religions, I am answer-
ing the needs of the inmate “in
quantity” on a daily basis. I could
not possibly do my job without the

Terry Stephenson (right)
came along with his dad,
Lefty Stephenson, to the
reception after the Veter-
ans Day parade, hosted
by The Norton Telegram.
Felix Pfannenstiel
(above) and Dale
Shearer, two World War
II veterans share a cup of
coffee and memories at
the reception.

— Telegram photos
 by Carolyn Plotts

County thinks clean-up went well
(Continued from Page 1) county, while the other 80 percent

will be paid for by the state. He said
construction will start in the next
few weeks.

• Heard from Mr. Brannan that
road millings on W-11 are fin-
ished.

• Went into a 15-minute closed
session with Acting Ambulance
Director Andy Nielsen to discuss
non-elected personnel. No action
was taken.

• Tentatively set a public hear-
ing for Miltech for Tuesday, Nov.
30. The commission will not meet
on Nov. 22 because the commis-
sioners will be attending a state
county commissioners conven-
tion. They will meet on Tuesday
the following week because it is
the last day of the month..

• Went into 10-minute closed
session with County Attorney
Doug Sebelius for attorney client
privileges. No action was taken.

• Spoke with Mr. Sebelius about
the transition of the county attor-
ney position, which begins in
January. The commissioners
asked if Mr. Sebelius or Karen
Griffiths, who was elected as
county attorney, were going to
have a meeting with them to talk
about her duties. They wanted to
know because they are meeting
with the city’s Finance Commit-
tee on Monday and this might be
brought up.

Mr. Sebelius said that he and
Mrs. Griffiths had discussed the
position.

p.m. on Monday.
• Waived the formal first read-

ing of Ordinance No. 1540, re-
stricting vehicular parking with
the exception of passenger busses
on the south side of west
Wilberforce between State Street
and First Ave.

Councilwoman Elaine Mann
asked if the neighbors had been
contacted. Councilman Jerry
Jones said they had and were the
ones who asked for the block to
become a non-parking area. He
said they are having problems get-
ting in and out of their driveways
with the cars parked there. He said
he also talked to the school.

• Were asked to review the new

personnel manual. Mrs. Mann said
the Personnel Committee has
looked at the draft and found it Ok.
She said a request was made to
increase the amount of vacation
time earned after an employee has
been with the city for 20 years. She
asked the council to consider this
when they were reviewing the
manual.

• Sent a letter to the county say-
ing the council has no objection to
the approval of a property tax ex-
emption request from Natoma
Corp. for economic development.

• Went into a 15-minute closed
session to discuss non-elected per-
sonnel. No action was taken.

• Paid $233,365.97 in bills.

help of volunteers. The task, here,
is tremendous. The volunteer base
is the real care-taking arm of the
ministry. We need volunteers. I
wish I had more time to network
with the community and volun-

teers.”
The chaplain is setting up a

schedule for volunteer training. If
you would like to volunteer at the
Norton Correctional Facility, call
him at 877-3380 ext. 335.

The $500 winner was Tammy
Miller, who used the money for
Christmas presents for her family.

The 10 $50 instant winners were
Carla Derauf, Scott Ellis, Mark
Griffin, Virginia Harvey, Barbara
Goeken, Lois Rostek, June Kline,
Becky Ables, Cindy Penner and
Reva Benien.

Altogether, The Norton Tele-
gram and Norton merchants
handed out $2,500 in the contest

The chaplain’s office coordi-
nates inmate activities.

Volunteers are needed for
classes that would meet for one
to two hours a week according to
the volunteer’s schedule. The
chaplain is organizing a volun-
teer training day to qualify and
prepare volunteers to enter the
prison.

Some of the areas where vol-
unteers are needed include:

• Life Skills — preparing in-

mates for life after they leave
prison. Teach basic skills like
balancing a checkbook, prepar-
ing a resume  ́and job interviewing.

• Art Class — facilitating an
art class. Teach both advanced
and beginner students.

• Journalism — helping with
a writing class. Perhaps prepare
and produce a newsletter.

• Music — directing bands or
singing groups. Help locate do-
nated instruments and music.

last year, all of which was spent
with participating businesses.


