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Home of Justin Shirk

Almena hosts
harvest festival

Thisweekend, Almenawill be alive
with activity.

This year marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the Almena Congregational
Church Harvest Home Festival.
Games for the youngsters and a
baked goods and fancy work sale
startsat4 p.m. Saturday in the high
school gymnasium. The homemade
soup supper, featuring chili, chicken
noodle, vegetable beef and oyster
runs from 5-7 p.m. The auction fol-
lows at 7:30 p.m.

Admission is $4, adults; $2 for chil-
dren 12 and under; and pre-school
age and younger children are admit-
ted free.

Sunday, LaVonne Ponstein will be
the guest speaker at the Almena
Congregational Church’s 10:30
a.m. worship services.

Atalentshow at the church will be
held from 1-3 p.m. to wrap up the
weekend’s festivities.

Representative
speaks Tuesday

Rick Green, a former Texas state
representative, will speak at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the East Campus gymna-
sium. His topic will be “The Role of
Faith in American Society”. Mr.
Green works with WallBuilders Pre-
sentations, traveling the nation
speaking on the importance of our
concentrated effortsto preserve lib-
erty and pass the torch of freedom
to future generations. He is an out-
spoken advocate of returning to the
principles of the Declaration of In-
dependence. Admission is free. To
learn more, call Trent Richmond,
871-0368.

Forecast:

Tonight — Cloudy in the evening
then becoming mostly cloudy. Lows in
the mid 20s. Southeast winds 5 to 10
mph. Saturday — Mostly cloudy with
highs in the mid 40s. East winds 5 to 15
mph. Saturday Night — Cloudy with a
30 percent chance of snow. Lows in the
upper 20s. Southeast winds 5 to 15
mph. Sunday — Mostly cloudy with
highs in the lower 40s. South winds 5 to
10 mph. Sunday Night — Cloudy with
lows in the upper 20s.

Howell report:

Tuesday ........ccovrvevennnns High 71, Low 49
Wednesday .................. High 50, Low 26

.65 of an inch of precipitation
Thursday .........c.ccceevee High 43, Low 31
Weekago .....ccccevevvnee. High 57, Low 32
Monthago ..........cc...... High 66, Low 48
Yearago .......coeverennen. High 65, Low 40

November precipitation.......... .65 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ... 23.05 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Dear God, thank you for caring
enough to call us back when we stray
from what you want for us. Help us to
guard against gossip. May we listen for
your voice and obey your word. In
Jesus’ name. Amen

County gets another delay with landfll

By VERONICA MONIER

The approach of winter is causing an-
other delay in the completion of a new
landfill for Norton County.

Engineer Pat Cox, BG Consultants, told
theNorton County commissionersMon-
day afternoon that it would be best if the
county waited until spring to lay acom-
pacted clay liner withbentonite, whichis
used to prevent water from seeping
through the trash and contaminating the
groundwater.

Hesaidif thegroundfrostsduring con-
struction, then the liner won't pass the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment’ sregulations.

“This(theclay liner) isoneof themost
critical things,” he said. “With the
county’ sbestinterestsinmind, | think we
should probably wait until we get out of
thefrost seasonandinto spring beforewe
dothis.

“We regamblinghere. Thesebentonite
clay liners are very susceptible to frost
damage.”

Mr. Cox said the county had two op-
tions. It could let Whitney Construction
beginwork thisfall and thenlay theliner
inthespringoritcould holdal construc-
tion until spring.

Commissioner John Miller said the
county needed to get thingsdone assoon

aspossiblesincethecounty issendingits
trashto PhillipsCounty, whichisputting
astrainontheir landfill..

“WearegoingtohavetotaktoPhillips
County,” he said. “I think our hauling
contractisalmost out. Weneedtolet them
know what’ sgoing on becausewe might
not be able to get this project done until
theend of April.”

Commissioner Leroy Lang agreed.

Commissioner DeanKrusesaidhewas
inclined to let Whitney Construction
work asplannedthisfall and thenstopfor
thewinter.

Mr. Lang said it was a consensus and
that they shouldlet Whitney Construction
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In honor

of all of those
who served

Members of the Norton Ameri-
canLegion (above) present the
colors as they lead the annual
Veterans parade down State
Street Thursday afternoon.
GlennBowman, alocal veteran
(right) took another mode of
transportation. He drove his
1934 John Deere tractor in the

parade.
— Telegram photos by Vicki Henderson
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By CAROLYN PLOTTS

“I'mlovin’ it,” Randall Medlock said
of his new job as
clinical chaplain at '
the Norton Correc-
tional Facility. A

Mr. Medlock had |, w
beenatthefacilityas |
a contract therapist A
withamental hedlth | " -
program for a year !
when the chaplain’'s [__:_‘
job became avail-

Dle. R. Medlock

The former chap-
lain, GalenePenner, resignedtoaccept an
out-of-statejob.

The chaplain’sjob isto organize reli-
giousactivitiesfor theinmates, work with
volunteers, train the security staff about
religious activities and provide pastoral
careto the 780 inmates.

Chaplain Medlock, who took over on
Sept. 20, has been amental health coun-
selorfor 25years, primarily in Tennessee.

Norton facility adds
new chaplain to e

mployees

Hehadaprivatepracticefor nineyearsin
Columbia, Tenn., and wasthe executive
director of Good Shepherd Ministriesin
Wilmington, N.C. Good Shepherd is a
non-profitgroupthat servesthehomel ess,
hungry and jobless. It helps people find
their way back intoreal life. Hereported
to an 18-member board from different
religious denominations.

“1’ve been ecumenical forever,” he
said. “We're stronger together.”

Heis an ordained Methodist minister
and agraduate of Vanderbilt University
in Nashville, Tenn., where he received
master of divinity and doctor of ministry
degrees.

A year ago, heand hiswifeKaren, also
atherapist, learned of two openingsat the
Norton Correctional Facility.

“We jumped at the opportunity,” he
said. “We loved the west — loved the
people. And the geographic |ocation ap-
pealed to me, too. | like the wide, open
spaces. We love the Kansas landscape.

(Continued on Page 5)

begin work thisfall, waiting until spring
toputintheclay liner.

Mr. Cox said in his professional opin-
ionitwould bebest.

“Compressed bentoniteclay linersare
amost never putininthewinter,” hesaid.
“As soon as we get a good week of
weather in the spring, we'll get that put
in.”

Mr. Miller asked Solid Waste Supervi-
sor Curt Archibald to get on Phillips
County’s agenda to discuss this latest
problem.

In other business, the commission:

*HeardfromMr. Archiba dthat thecity

(Continued on Page 5)

Norton’s
2003 audit
IS 1IN order

By VERONICA MONIER

The city’s 2003 financial audit looks
good.

Senior auditor Steve Zodrow with
Mapes and Miller told the Norton City
Council last Wednesday that thecity was
issued a “clean opinion”, which meant
thatitisin compliancewith all state stat-
utes and had no statutory violations.

He said the only thing of concern was
the continued decline of the city’s cash
balance in the general fund budget. He
said it has been declining over the past
severa years, but Nortonwasn’ ttheonly
city to facethat problem.

Mr. Zodrow said theelimination of the
state’ srevenuesharing paymentshashad
abigimpact on the general fund budget.
Also, ashortfall intax collectionsbecause
of delinquent property taxeshasal so had
an effect.

Overal, hesaid, Nortonisdealingwith
these shortages better than some of the
other cities hiscompany audits.

The council accepted the report and
authorized Mapes and Miller to file all
needed forms and reports with state and
federal agencies.

Mr. Zodrow said the contract for audit
servicesisup for renewal and asked the
council to review and consider the
company’s proposal for the next three
years.

In other business, the council:

* Received acheck for $5,084.61for the
city’ s share of the total Kansas Munici-
pal Utilities Safety Group dividend. He
said 60 percent of Kansas cities partici-
patein the safety program.

 Heard from Mayor David Cornsthat
thecity received $15,833.71incity sales
tax receipts and $12,034.35 in county
salestax receiptsfor $27,868.06 for Sep-
tember. He said the year-to-date total is

(Continued on Page 5)

The Norton Telegramwantsto give
away money — lots of money, up to
$2,500 to people who shop in Norton.

A dollar spentintheNortonareacir-
culatesover and over and over.

In anutshell, that is the concept be-
hind*“ ChristmasOn Us” sponsored by
Norton merchantsand The Telegram.

Merchants benefit becauseit brings
businessinto their storeswhen people
makeapurchaseand collect their tick-
ets, thenit bringsthem back whenthey
look for waysto spend their winnings.

Last year in Norton alone, 67,272
ticketsweregivenout. That meansthat
roughly $673,000 wasspent at thepar-
ticipating businesses during the
“Christmason Us’ promotion.

Therulesare simple — look for a
signinthewindow of a“ ChristmasOn
Us” participating merchant. Whenyou
make a purchase you will receive one
ticket for every $10 you spend. If you
buy $50worth of groceriesyoureceive

Christmas promotion
set to give away $2,500

fivetickets. If youspend$1,000onmer-
chandise or servicesyou get 100 tick-
ets. Andevenif youdon’tbuy anything
at al, you may still pick up one ticket
per week at The Norton Telegram of -
ficeat 215 S. KansasAve.

Teninstant winnerswill receive $50
gift certificates. Tickets will be col-
lected from each participating sponsor
eachweek. Theticket numberswill ap-
pearinadsin The Telegramrunningon
Tuesday, Nov. 23,Nov. 30.,Dec. 7and
Dec. 14. Instant winnerswill have un-
til 5 p.m. Friday of that week to claim
their prize by presenting the winning
ticketsat The Norton Telegramoffice.

All prizesarepaidinscrip spendable
at participating merchantsonly.

Thelast day tocollect ticketsisDec.
17. On Saturday, Dec. 18 the grand
prizedrawingwill beheld. Thewinning
tickets must be presented at the draw-
ing to claim prizes at the time of the

(Continued on Page 5)




Terry Stephenson (right)
came along with hisdad,
Lefty Stephenson, to the
reception after the Veter-
ans Day parade, hosted
by The Norton Telegram.
Felix Pfannenstiel
(above) and Dale
Shearer, two World War
[l veterans share a cup of
coffee and memories at

the reception.
— Telegram photos
by Carolyn Plotts

County thinks clean-up went well

(Continued from Page 1)
clean-up went well. He said they
had atotal of 15.98 tons of con-
structiondebrishauledtotheland-
fill duringthethree-day clean-up.

* Learned that Mr. Archibald
had been contacted by Crochet, the
firm that sold the incinerator to
Norton County, about thepossibil-
ity of buying partsof theincinera-
tor. The commission said they
would have to advertise the parts
if they wanted to sell them, since
they are county property.

« Signed several documentsfor
construction on bridge RS-240.
Road and Bridge Supervisor Tom
Brannan said the bridge isin the
northwest part of the county and
will cost $238,486. Twenty per-
centor $52,470will bepaid by the

county, whiletheother 80 percent
will bepaidfor by thestate. Hesaid
construction will start in the next
few weeks.

* Heard from Mr. Brannan that
road millings on W-11 are fin-
ished.

» Went into a 15-minute closed
session with Acting Ambulance
Director Andy Nielsento discuss
non-elected personnel. No action
wastaken.

* Tentatively set apublic hear-
ingfor Miltechfor Tuesday, Nov.
30. Thecommissionwill not meet
on Nov. 22 because the commis-
sioners will be attending a state
county commissioners conven-
tion. They will meet on Tuesday
the following week becauseit is
thelast day of the month..

» Went into 10-minute closed
session with County Attorney
Doug Sebeliusfor attorney client
privileges. No action wastaken.

» SpokewithMr. Sebeliusabout
the transition of the county attor-
ney position, which beginsin
January. The commissioners
asked if Mr. Sebelius or Karen
Griffiths, who was elected as
county attorney, were going to
have a meeting with them to talk
about her duties. They wanted to
know because they are meeting
with the city’ s Finance Commit-
tee on Monday and this might be
brought up.

Mr. Sebelius said that he and
Mrs. Griffiths had discussed the
position.

Former Norton athlete
named ‘most valuable player

By DICK BOYD

Neal Philpot, Pittsburg State's
6-foot,4-inch, 254-pound senior
quarterback from Norton, has
earned first team All-Mid-
AmericalntercollegiateAthletics
Association honors and been
named Most Valuable Offensive
Player for thesecond straight sea-
Son.

Philpotisalsoacandidatefor the
2004 Harlon Hill Trophy, the
equivalent of theHeisman Award
inDivision|.

Pittsburg State is 11-0 and
rankedNo.linNCAA Divisionll.
L ast Saturday, Philpot threw a52-
yard touchdown passto Jermaine
CarpentertoearntheGorillasa21-
17 comeback winover Northwest
Missouri Stateat Arrowhead Sta-
diumin Kansas City.

The win broke a seven-game
losing streak to Northwest Mis-
souri, who came into the game
undefeatedandrankedNo. 2inthe
nation. The victory gave the Go-
rillastheleaguechampionshipand
afirst-round bye in the 24-team
NCAA Division Il playoffs. The
game drew 25,542 to watch the
teamsmatchupontheK ansasCity
Chiefs home field for the third
straight year.

Philpot ranks second in league
history intotal yardagewith9,341.

He is the league’ s top rated
passer witha202.9efficiency rat-
ing. Heisfourthin rushing yards
with an average of 98.3 per game
and fourth in total offense with
266.2 per game.

This season he has carried the
ball 125 times for 885 yards (7.1
yards per carry) and 13 touch-
downs and has completed 74 of
126 passesfor 1,511 yardsand 19
touchdowns with just four inter-
ceptions, despite missing two
games due to an early season in-
jury.

Earlier this season, Philpot be-
came the first quarterback in
NCAA-II history to throw for
5,000 yards and rush for 3,500
yards.

Inhiscareer, Philpot hasthrown
for 5,517 yards and 55 touch-
downsandrushedfor 3,824 yards
and 57 touchdowns.

Seventeen Pittsburg Stateplay-
ersearned all-conference honors.
Eightwerenamedtothefirstteam.

Head coach Chuck Broyles was
named the league’ s Coach of the
Year.

TheGorillasarethetop seedin
the Southwest Region of the D-II
playoffs. With a bye this week,
they will play the winner of
Saturday’s game between un-
beatenand No.5ranked Colorado
School of Minesand Midwestern
State (Texas) on Saturday, Nov.
20in Pittsburg.

WE’RE WITH YOU EVERY MILE

Our nationwide maintenance network, Operating Centers and 5,000+ driver support associates
ensure that directions, a repair or even a hot meal is just up the road, 24 hours a day. Call for
opportunities in your area.

* No experience necessary

* Company-paid CDL training for qualified candidates

* $31,500-$39,500 1st year (inexperienced)
 $45,000-$54,000/year in 4 years

* Low-cost medical & dental insurance; free vision & life

* $5,000 sign-on bonus (experienced drivers & owner operators)

SCHNEIDER.

Mon-Fri: 7am-9pm, Sat & Sun: 9am-6pm (Central Time)

1-800-44-PRIDE

(1-800-447-7433)

www.schneiderjobs.com

VIOXX PATIENTS

On September 30, 2004, the international
pharmaceutical company Merck recalled VIOXX,
its arthritis and pain medication, because of an
increased risk of heart attack and stroke.

If you or a loved one took Vioxx and have
suffered a serious injury (heart attack, stroke,
deep vein thrombosis, embolism or even

death), you may have a claim against Merck.

Contact Shasteen, Brock & Scholz, P.C. today
for a free consultation where we will evaluate
your claim and recommend appropriate action.

SHASTEEN, BROCK & SCHOLZ, PC
840 North 48th St., Lincoln, NE 68504

402-464-0064 or
800-665-0064 (toll free)

Friday, November 12, 2004

THE NORTON TELEGRAM

Page 5

Sales tax gives boost to budget

(Continued from Page 1)

$287,635.56. Last year' stotal at
thistimewas$154,504.20 andthe
year before was $165,092.66.

He said the county tax has
helped the general fund alot.

* L earnedfromAssistant Police
Chief Toby Kuhn that the depart-
ment had a quiet Halloween. He
said they gave out about 100 bags
of candy, which the kids seemed
to enjoy. The candy is good pub-
licrelations, hesaid.

» Heard from City Attorney
KarenGriffithsthat shewouldlike
tomeet withtheFinance Commit-
teetotalk about her servingashboth
the city and county attorney. She
will meet with the committeeat 5

p.m. on Monday.

» Waived the formal first read-
ing of Ordinance No. 1540, re-
stricting vehicular parking with
theexception of passenger busses
on the south side of west
Wilberforce between State Street
and First Ave.

Councilwoman Elaine Mann
asked if the neighbors had been
contacted. Councilman Jerry
Jones said they had and were the
ones who asked for the block to
become a non-parking area. He
saidthey arehaving problemsget-
ting in and out of their driveways
withthecarsparkedthere. Hesaid
he also talked to the school.

* Wereasked toreview thenew

personnel manual. Mrs.Mannsaid
the Personnel Committee has
looked at thedraft and foundit Ok.
She said a request was made to
increase the amount of vacation
timeearned after anemployeehas
beenwiththecity for 20years. She
asked the council to consider this
when they were reviewing the
manual.

* Sent aletter to the county say-
ingthecouncil hasno objectionto
the approval of aproperty tax ex-
emption request from Natome
Corp. for economicdevel opment.

» Went into a 15-minute closeg
sessiontodiscussnon-el ected per-
sonnel. No action was taken.

* Paid $233,365.97 inhills.

New chaplain loves the Norton area

(Continued from Page 1)
We especially love the Norton
areaand the staff at KDOC (Kan-
sas Department of Corrections).”

The chaplain said he and his
wife have been treated wonder-
fully although some native Kan-
sans tease them by calling them
“weather wusses’. TheMedlocks
tendto“over-bundle” inthewin-
ter andwarningsof badweatherin
thespring and fall will send them
to the basement, he said.

Mr.Medlock saidheseesthetask
of thechaplain asmany-faceted.

“It’s my job to make sure the
various religions at (the facility)
are accommodated aswell aswe
can without creating a security
problem. Because of the vast
number of religions, | amanswer-
ing the needs of the inmate “in
guantity” onadaily basis. | could
not possibly domy jobwithout the

help of volunteers. Thetask, here,
istremendous. Thevolunteer base
isthereal care-taking arm of the
ministry. We need volunteers. |
wish | had more time to network
with the community and volun-

teers.”

The chaplain is setting up &
schedulefor volunteer training. If
youwouldliketovolunteer at the
Norton Correctional Facility, call
him at 877-3380 ext. 335.

Thechaplain’ soffice coordi-
natesinmate activities.

Volunteers are needed for
classesthat would meet for one
totwohoursaweek accordingto
the volunteer’ s schedule. The
chaplain is organizing avolun-
teer training day to qualify and
prepare volunteers to enter the
prison.

Some of the areas where vol-
unteersare needed include:

* Life Skills— preparing in-

Volunteers needed at prison

mates for life after they leave
prison. Teach basic skills like
balancing acheckbaook, prepar-
ingaresume’ andjobinterviewing.

* Art Class— facilitating an
art class. Teach both advanced
and beginner students.

* Journalism — helping with
awriting class. Perhapsprepare
and produce anewsdl etter.

* Music— directing bandsor
singing groups. Helplocatedo-
nated instruments and music.

Businesses give away $2,500 in promotion

(Continued from Page 1)
drawing. The prize amounts will
vary depending on the number of
participating merchants but The
Telegram hopes to give away up
t0 $2,000 at that time.

Lastyear, JohnL. Wray hadthe
$1,500winningticket. Hedonated
part of hiswinningsto the Senior
Citizens Center and the transpor-
tation bus, both of which had
helped him.

The $500 winner was Tammy
Miller, who used the money for
Christmaspresentsfor her family.

The10$50instant winnerswere
Carla Derauf, Scott Ellis, Mark
Griffin, VirginiaHarvey, Barbara
Goeken, LoisRostek, JuneKline,
Becky Ables, Cindy Penner and
RevaBenien.

Altogether, The Norton Tele-
gram and Norton merchants
handed out $2,500 in the contest

Helping kids _
become everything
they can be.

www.kssociety.org

last year, all of which was spent
with participating businesses.

At the KANSAS SOCIETY for Crippled Children,

we look beyond a child’s disability and envision

what is possible — the incredible potential their

lives hold.

Unfortunately,

many physically

handicapped children fall through society’s cracks

because their families are unable to afford the

equipment and services needed to overcome their

disability, or don’t qualify for assistance from

other agencies. For these children, the
KANSAS SOCIETY for Crippled Children

provides financial aid to purchase health

Ll

e

equipment or pay for the cost of
medical or hospital services. Help
us remove the barriers that keep
disabled children from being
everything they can be. Call us
today with the name of a disabled
child who needs help or to make

a tax-deductible contribution.

for crippled children

led Children Reach Their Potential

316.262.4676 * 1.800.6CHILD.O
106 West Douglas * Suite 900 * Wichita, Kansas 67202




