Church:

Pages6 & 7

Vol. 97, No. 93
75 cents

| rl

NORTON

TELEG RAM -

Take advantage of the tF'inkd touft W?r?re to ge} your
church listings to find out (I:(;] e ts or The Ljmnuat :
when and where to go. ristmas on Us contest.

Ho

iday:

Pages 8&9

Norton, Kansas
Home of Caroline Austerman

Schools to close
for Thanksgiving

Jennings, Northern Valley and
Logan schools will all be closed for
Thanksgiving break Wednesday-
Friday, Nov. 24-26.

Norton and Lenora schools will
dismiss at 1 p.m. on Wednesday,
Nov. 24, and be closed the rest of
the week.

Classes will resume at all area
schools on Monday, Nov. 29.

PRIDE to hold
pancake supper

The Almena PRIDE committee is
holding a pancake supper from 5-
7 p.m., Saturday at the Commu-
nity Building.

Organizers said donations from
the fund raiser will be used to-
wards purchasing seasonal flags.

School paper
Inserted today

Norton Community High
School’s The Nugget will be in
today’s edition of The Telegram for
those subscribers who get their
paper delivered by carrier. People
who want a copy, but don’t get
one with their paper, can stop by
the high school to pick one up.

Norton High School students
will get a copy of The Nugget at
the school.

Forecast:

Tonight — Partly cloudy with lows in
the lower 30s. North winds 10 to 15
mph. Saturday — Mostly cloudy with a
30 percent chance of snow in the late
morning and afternoon. Cooler with
highs in the lower 40s. North winds 10
to 15 mph. Saturday Night — Cloudy
with a 40 percent chance of snow.
Lows in the mid 20s with northeast
winds 5 to 15 mph. Sunday — Cloudy
with a 40 percent chance of snow.
Highs in the mid 30s with northeast
winds 5 to 10 mph shifting to the
northwest in the afternoon.

Howell report:

Tuesday .....c.ooeevevevennnn. High 63, Low 48
Wednesday .................. High 58, Low 44
1.60 of an inch of precipitation

Thursday .........cccveeenee. High 46, Low 42
................ .35 of an inch of precipitation
Weekago .......cccvvee. High 43, Low 31
Monthago ........c.ccc..... High 73, Low 49
Yearago .......coeverennen. High 57, Low 38

November precipitation........ 2.60 inches

Year-to-date precipitation ... 25.00 inches
(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

In our weakness, O God, make us
strong so that we can have victory
through your strength. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen

Cub Scouts from Pack 181, helped stock the shelves at God’s Pan- Risewick, Kurt Douglas, Leif Carlson, Christopher Chambers (back
try in the offices of Norton’s Trinity Episcopal Church. Norton Boy to camera) and Nicholas Koch. Dale Carlson is their den leader.
Scouts held a food drive Oct. 24. The boys are (from left) John

Boy Scouts help to fill shelves at food pantry

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

A recordamount of non-perishablegro-
cery itemswere collected by Norton Boy
Scoutsduring their annual food drive on
Oct. 24 to benefit God’ s Pantry.

Volunteersat thefoodbank at the Trin-
ity Episcopal Church, said the response
thisyear hasbeen better than ever before.

“Whenever the shelves are empty the
food comes,” one volunteer said. “And

whenever thefood comes, thepeoplewho
need it come. We seemiraclesevery day
around here.”

During October, 13 families with 24
adultsand 33 children were hel ped.

So far this month seven families with
15 adults and 15 children have needed
assistance.

This year the food pantry has helped
154 families, compared to 130 families

friends, flowers and frogs.

Kindergartners at Eisenhower Elementary know what they are
thankful for this Thanksgiving season. The leaves on their “Tree
of Thanks” ondisplay in the frontlobby includes puppies, Mom,

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

Courts have new cracks:
but, they're getting fixed

By VERONICA MONIER
Thetenniscourtsarecracking. Again.
City Administrator Rob Lawsonsaid at

Wednesday’ s City Council meeting that
thetenniscourtshavecracked, butit was
expected.

He said city crews have aready filled
in the crack with material that had been
purchased when the courts were resur-
faced earlier thisyear. Hesaidthenetsand
posts have been removed as A-1 Sports,
who did the work, recommended.

Councilman Ron Briery asked if they
could cover the courtswith capsof some
kind. Hesaid thismight help to keep wa-
ter fromgetting ontothecourtsand freez-
ing, causing more cracks.

No onehad any ideaof how that might
be done.

Thecity administrator said heneedsto
know what thecouncil isplanning on per-
sonnel.

Mr. Lawson said he would like to be

(Continued on Page 5)

during 2003.

Thepurposeof thefood bank istoserve
everyone.

“Wedon'tjudgeanyone,” saidavolun-
teer.

“We have people who have used the
pantry. And when they get back on their
feet, they bring food in, themselves. It's
very gratifying.”

Thecommunity pantry wasestablished

—Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

to meet emergency requirements of
Norton County families.

A family may usethepantry threetimes
in six monthsand all contacts are confi-
dential.

Thepantry isopenevery Sunday after-
noonfrom 3-4 p.m.

To learn more about God’ s Pantry or
how you can help, call Connie Johnson,
877-2039 or Elaine Mann, 877-2019.

Restaurant would like
street exit for customers

By VERONICA MONIER

Quizno’ swantstogetitscustomer back
on the street but has run into legal prob-
lemswiththecity’srules.

City Administrator RobLawsonsaidat
Wednesday’ s City Council meeting that
BruceReeves, co-owner of Quizno's, had
asked him afew weeks ago if he could
have an exit for Quizno’sif he trimmed
treesand took down afence that was be-
hind hisproperty at 411 W. Holme St.

Mr. Lawson said heand City Attorney
KarenGriffithslooked at theproperty and
didn’t think it would be a problem. But
then, he said, Mrs. Griffiths told him
Wednesday afternoonthat shehad found
asectionof thecodethat madetherequest
illegal. He said Mr. Reeves had started
removing the fence that morning.

He said he called Larry Enfield, a co-
owner of Quizno’s, andtold himthat they

needed to stop what they were doing be-
causeit wasillegal.

Mrs. Griffiths said the code says nc
personcandriveover any pavement, side-
walk orincompletegradingwhichhasnot
been opened for traffic. She said if they
wantedto makethat anexit, it would neeo
to bemadeinto astreet first.

Councilman Ron Briery said there
needstobea60-footwidthfor astreetand
he didn’t think there was enough room.

Mr. Lawson said Mr. Reeves doesn’t
want to make astreet, just an exit.

Councilman Jerry Hawks said the
council had addressed this issue a few
years ago and that the grade school was
very opposed to the idea because of the
safety of itsstudents.

Mrs. Griffiths said if people drive
through the back of the property, itise

(Continued on Page 5)

Theater has used savings
to pay for damage from fire

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton Theatre is still repairing
damages caused by afire that destroyed
the C& R Western Construction building
just over ayear ago.

Thefire, which started inthe construc-
tion company’ sbuilding onthetheater’s
west side, caused about $55,000 in dam-
age at the theater, said Theater Manager
KimWicker.

Theroof had to bereplaced, theinside
treated for smoke damage and the west
exterior wall had to be re-stuccoed and
painted.

Shesaidtheroof cost about $35,000, the
smoke damage about $4,000, and the
stucco and painting is expected to cost
about $16,000. All of the repairs except
the stucco and painting, which is being
done now, have been finished.

Mrs. Wicker said. unfortunatelv. the

theater wasn't covered 100 percent by its
i nsurancecompany, whichended up pay-
ing about $21,000 for the damages. The
theater, shesaid, ending up havingto pay
about $29,000.

“We'vehadtocashinal of our CDsand
savings,” shesaid. “ There' snothing | eft
except what we make to run on. We've
been trying to keep our costsdown.”

Shesaidthetheater hasbeensavingfor
anew sound system, but has had to use
that money to help pay for therepairs.

Luckily, thetheater hashad themoney
tocover therepair costs, shesaid, mostly
becauseof generousestatedonations, in-
cluding those from George Jones and
Mary Walters.

“Without this money,” she said, “we
wouldn’t have enough to pay for there-
pairs.” )

(Continued on Page 5)
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Students help with smoke out

Third and fourth graders at Eisenhower
Elementary, Almena Elementary and the
entire school body at Lenora School took
part in a program sponsored by the
Chronic Disease Risk Reduction grant
through the Norton County Health De-
partment. Brown grocery sacks were do-
nated by Almena Market, Jamboree
Foods, Lenora’s Country Corner and
Norton Shop and Save to be decorated by

the students. These “sacks with a mes-
sage” were then taken back to the stores
for sacking groceries. Thursday was the
“Great American Smokeout”.Tuesday,
studentsinjulie Schrum’sroom decorated
their sacks. Ashley Hildebrand, (above),
wrote on her sack “Don’t Smoke —
Smoke’s Bad For Everyone”. Rickele
Green,( left) listed many of the dangers
of smoking.— Telegram photos by Carolyn Plotts

Eatery runs into trouble over street exit

(Continued from Page 1)
violation because it hasn’t been
opened totraffic.

Mark Keilig, aneighbor, saidif
itwasmadeintoastreet, Quizno’'s
wouldloseall of itsparking, which
defeats the purpose. He said also
that eventhoughitwould say exit,
peoplewould beentering thereas
well. Also, hesaid, therewerethe
safety issues with the children at
the school to worry about.

Mr. Keilig said he told Mr.
Reeveshewasagainst thisidea.

Kayla Tacha, a neighbor, said
she was also against the idea and
that thefence belonged to her and

Mr. Reeveshad never asked if he
couldtakeitdown. Sheaskedif the
council couldmakehimputit back
up.
Mrs. Griffiths said the council
didn’t havethat authority.

Councilwoman Elaine Mann
said the fenceis anissue that is
probably between Mrs. Tacha,
Mr. Reevesandthepolicedepart-
ment.

Mr. Lawson said, although the
city doesn’t have any authority to
makehim putit back up, hewould
ask Mr. Reevesto do so.

In other business, the council:

* Renewed the three-year con-

tractfor audit serviceswithMapes
and Miller for $10,200 for the
2004 audit, $10,500 for 2005 and
$10,800 for 2006.

» Appointed Councilman Jim
Williams and Mr. Hawks as the
council representative, and Mr.
Lawsonasoneof theat-largerep-
resentative on a new economic
development committee. The
commission will have two coun-
c¢il members, two county commis-
sioners, amember of the Lenora
City Council, a member of the
AlmenaCity Council and four at-
largerepresentative, twoof which
will befromthecity and the other

twofromthecounty. A second at-
large representativefrom the city
hasto be appointed.

Thecommitteewill work onhir-
ing an economic development di-
rector.

e HeardfromMr. Hawksthat the
airport board accepted bids for
new windows in the manager’s
building at thecity/county airport.

 Heard from Mr. Lawson that
the gates at EImwood Park are
closed, but not locked and that
Christmas lights around the city
arealmost al up.

Theater savings went to make repairs

(Continued from Page 1)

Themajor problem, shesaid, is
that C& R’ s insurance company
isn’'t paying for the damages
caused by the fire. She said the
theater wasn't at fault for thefire,
but wasdamaged by it. Becauseof
this, thetheater board hasdecided
to sue.

Dan Walter, the board' s secre-
tary, said the board decided to sue
onNov.4.Becauseitcan'tlegally

nameC& R'’s insurancecompany
in the suit, it has to sue the con-
struction company, which owns
the building.

He said he expected the paper-
work to befiled sometime Thurs-
day. The board is suing for
$24,553.56 plusinterest and costs.

Mrs. Wicker said despite the
loss of the money in savings, the
theaterisstill doingwell. Shesaid
the reason they have been ableto

stay openisbecause of thevolun-
teerswho step up and help.

“There have been rumors that
thetheater isgoing to close,” she
said.

“But the theater is not closing!
Aslong as|’minvolved, I'll do
everythinginmy power tokeepit
open.And, aslongaswehavevol -
unteerstohelprunthings, we' ll be
okay.

“Wereally appreciate them.”

She said it would be good if
C&R’sinsurance company paid
forthedamagescaused by thefire.
Althoughthereisstill ahighatten-
dance, shesaidit’sheen 12 years
since the theater has been reno-
vated and upkeep and mainte-
nanceisexpensive.

Formovielistingsor otherinfor-
mation about the theater visit the
website at www.NortonTheatre.
com.

Tennis court cracks expected, being repaired

(Continued from Page 1)

involvedinany executivesession
dealing with personnel, since he
oversees the city employees. He
said if there is something being
done that a council member
doesn’'tlike, thenhewouldliketo
betold about it.

He said he has started tape re-
cording the committee meetings
sothereisarecord of what ishap-
pening and hasconsidered having
someonetypeminutesat themeet-
ings.

Heal sotoldthecouncil that sev-
eral people have asked to have
another cleanuptime, whereyard
waste will be removed.

He said they’re saying the
leaveshadn’tfallenyet duringthe
city-wide cleanup and recom-
mended they pick up yard waste
again.

Thecouncil agreedandtoldhim
to set a date and then advertise
when it will be.

Hesaid thecity got abill in Oc-
tober for material for thecemetery
improvement project, but hadn’t
paid it because a member of the
improvement committee said she
wastrying to get the owner to do-
natethe material.

He said the owner has called
three times asking for payment
and hedoesn’t want thecity to get
areputationfor not payingitshills.

He said if the owner wants to
make a donation, then it can be
madeincash. Thebill will bepaid
out of the cemetery improvement
fund, hesaid.

In other business, the council:

* OKed a Christmas party for
city staff, contingent on the
auditor’ sapproval. Theparty will
be held on Dec. 21 and will cost
around $600.

¢ Heardthat theKansasDepart-
ment of Health and Environment
sent the city notice that its water
system hasviolated drinking stan-
dards. Mr. Lawson said thewater
plant meets the standards it was
built for, but no longer meetsthe
state’ shigher standards, whichis
why anew plantisbeingbuilt. He
said peoplearedrinking the same
water that they have been for the
past 40 years.

He said the city hasto send no-
ticeto all of its water customers
telling them about the violation
and what action thecity istaking.

* Approved anew chainof com-
mand chart. Mr. Lawson said the

new chart was recommended by
the League of Municipalities.
Councilman Jerry Hawks said it
shouldbeincludedinthenew per-
sonnel policy.

* Heard that the Norton County
Horse Council has submitted its
2005 calendar of events. Itwill be
reviewed at the next Parks Com-
mittee meeting.

* Learned that the 1978 Ford
pickup used by the parks depart-
mentisinbad shape, includingthe
wiring.

Mr. Lawsonsaidhewill present
bidsand picturesfor aused pickup
at thenext ParksCommitteemeet-
ing.

» Waived the formal second
reading of Ordinance No. 1540,
restricting vehicular parking, ex-
cluding passenger buses, on the
south side of Wilberforce Street
next to the East Campusgymand
auditorium.

Mr. Lawson saidaschool board
member doesn’t think this ordi-
nanceisnecessary. Hesaid Super-
intendent Greg Mann and several
school board memberswill be at
the Nov. 29 Public Safety Com-
mittee meeting to talk about it.

» Heard that Brad Schroeder, a

Norton Republicans elect new chairman

TheNorton County Republican
Central Committee’ sreorganiza-
tion meeting washeld Nov. 10.

Steve Berry, Lenora, was
elected committee chairman, re-
placing Jon Lofgreen who had
been chairman for the last three
years.

Karen Reedy will continue to
serve as vice-chairman. Joe
Ballinger will remain asthetrea-
surer and Joni Berry was elected
Secretary.

The next event on the political
agendaistheFirst District Repub-
lican meeting on Saturday, Dec.

11, inRussell.

Three alternate district mem-
berswere el ected — John Miller,
Norton County Commissioner;
Doug Sebelius, Norton County
Attorney; and Geneva Berry,
Norton County Central Commit-
tee member.

power plant operator trainee, has
been named employee of the
month for November. Mr.
Schroeder hasworkedfor thecity
since April 2003.

* Heard from Mr. Lawson that
with sales tax, a pickup for the
power plant cost more than the
approved $15,000. He said he
spokewiththecity’ sauditor, who
said the purchase was within the
maximum limit set by the council
because the sales tax is separate
and was paid separately.

E

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton County Ambu-
lanceServicehashadmorecalls
so far thisyear than they did in
al of last year.

Theservicehashad413calls
this year, while it had 403 in
2003, said Acting Ambulance
Director Andy Nielsen.

Sept. 15to Oct. 15 was a
record month, hesaid, with 57
calls. The ambulance service
month runsfromthe 15thtothe
15th.

Hesaid thisyear, alot of the
callsthe service hasresponded
to have been traumas, which
include severeinjuries or ill-
nesses and accidents.

Theambulance hasrespond-
ed to about 25 motor vehicle
accidents this year. Last year
they had 15 or 20.

Mr. Nielsen said he didn’t
know thereasonfor theincrease
incalls butthoughtit wasprob-
ably acombination of things.

Hesaid most of theaccidents
callsarefor peoplefrom out of
town or out of state.

Transfers from the Norton
County Hospital tootherfacili-
tiesareup. Hesaidthey haveal-
ways had alot of transfers, but
this year they’ ve had about
twiceasmany aslast year.

Also, he said the ambulance
servicehasdonealot of public
relationswork thisyear, and so
more people know about the
serviceandaren’tafraidtocall.

Mr. Nielsensaidthecounty’s
service has four ambulances
and onefirst-response vehicle.

Three of the ambulances are
in Norton. The fourth isin
Lenora

The first-response vehicle

mergency calls keep
ambulance on road

wasputin Almenaon Monday,
he said, to help get patients
ready togotothehospital. How-
ever, it won't normally take
themto the hospital.

He said the service has 35
volunteers and four full-time
emergency medical techni-
cians.

Tenof thevolunteersarefirst
responders, who are new to the
service.

Oneof thenew first respond-
ers is taking an emergency
medical technician bridge
course in Oberlin to become a
volunteer technician.

Technicians can do more pa-
tient carethan afirst responder.

Mr. Nielsen said the high
number of callsdoeshaveanef-
fect. He said when the service
has a transfer out of town, it
takestwotechniciansandleaves
just one at the ambulance barn.

If acal comesin during the
transfer, then the technician in
Nortongetsacrew of volunteers
together to takethe call.

“We have alot of dedicated
people here,” he said. “1 know
onany givenday that | could get
two crewstogether.”

Hesaid they havean average
of 1.7 callsaday, althoughsome
daysarebusier than others.

“We go through dry spells,”
hesaid.

“Sometimeswewon’t havea
call for acouple of days. But it
seemslikeoncethat pager goes
off, it keepsgoing off.”

The technicians and first re-
sponders are always happy to
help people, hesaid.

In case of an emergency, call
911 forambulance, fire, thepo-
lice or the sheriff’ soffice.

When you're driving on US 36 or 75

v

between November 15th and 24th,
you'd better obey the law.

Don’t ignore
this warning.

“Drive carefully.
We’re strictly enforcing the law.”

_aw enforcement officers all across Kansas are united
n an unprecedented crackdown on drivers who break
the law. And you're part of the effort—like it or not.
. We're especially watching for people who aren't
© wearing their seat belts.
. So, if you get pulled over for a traffic violation
and are not wearing your seat belt, you aren't going
to get just one ticket—you're going to get two! | know
you may not like it, but enforcing the law is my job.
And I'd rather see you angry than dead.

Click it. oé;;l’ ticket.

It's Kansas Law.

For information contact the KDOT Bureau of Traffic Safety - 785-296-3756 - www.ksdot.org




