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Small town people
care aboutand
support each other

One of the greatest advantages to living in a small town is that
you learn not to take anything for granted. Survival in a small
town is dependent on everyone learning to support one another

in a variety of ways.

We were privileged this past weekend to be a witness to that

support.

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Norton County held its first annual

Dinner Dance and Silent Auction.

It involved the work and cooperation of dozens of people and
businesses supporting our local organization and in exchange
provided a fun-filled evening for adults.

Norton has always valued its youth and this was no exception.

The Big Brothers/Big Sisters program is designed for children
from single-parent homes, however numerous youth are in-
volved, whose teachers or counselors felt they could benefit from
someone extra to help with schoolwork.

In addition to helping young ones, the program, which involves
adults mentoring children, also allows high school students to
become involved in mentoring a grade school youth.

The taste of volunteerism can never be introduced too young.
Businesses and individuals donated food, gift items, time and
money in support of this program, but it goes beyond supporting

the program. It speaks precisely to the need itself.

People in this community care deeply for children. When the
community hears there is a child involved, they respond. If you
look around, you see the result of things deemed important to

this area.

Renovation of the theater has provided a place for the kids.

Elmwood Park was recreated for safety and a place to bring
families together. Ball parks, a skateboard park and the football
field all provide opportunities for our youngsters, and at one time
or another, have needed money and labor.

We have a beautifully built and maintained swimming pool
and, on a hot summer day, one only needs to drive past to see

what ages benefit.

And a favorite is the “taking a main”, something that has been

outlawed in many cities.

The caring concern of so many creates success for all.
It is good to be to be a citizen of this unique and caring place

called Norton County.

— Mary Kay Woodyard

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Thereissuchathing asastupid question

Recently most of us saw on television
or read in newspapersastatement, “Was
itwar or wasit murder?’

It ismy opinion that anyone who asks
such astupid question should betried for
treason against the U.S.A.

My understanding of treasonisanyone
tryingto underminethegovernment of the
U.S.A. Thesesoldiersweresenttolragby
order of the President of the U.S.A.

Noneof themchoseto betherebut they
did chooseto servetheir country and de-
fend usagainst our enemies.

Asaparent and grandparent of soldiers
inlrag, | take great offense to this state-
ment, “Wasit war or wasit murder?”’

Takeaminuteand put yourself intheir
shoes. Y ouhavetwo secondstodecide—
shoot or be shot. Oops, you’re dead.
Sorry.

How many of our soldiers’ livesdowe
lose beforewe get back to thebasic rules
of war, KILL orbeKILLED. Thissounds

harsh, but ask the families of the thou-
sandsof soldiersalready |ost andthentell
me how bad it sounds.

If peoplefeel the need to blame some-
one, let mesuggest afew — headsof alot
of two-hit countries, but worse yet, alot
of multi-billion dollar companies right
hereintheU.S.A.,whohaveand continue
tomakemoney fromwar material soldon
the open market to the highest bidder.

To these people the money is second-
ary. Thereal goal is POWER, which
comesinmany strangewaysand forms.

My son’s name and address is. Jerry
Chambers, 17th CSB/3-1013th QM CO,
APO AE 09334. (Family address is
Oberlin, Kan.)

My grandson’s name and address is:
Justin Pachner, McCook, Neb. (son of
Jeanne Pachner, 714 E. Commercial,
Oberlin, Kan.

BruceT. Chambers
Norton
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me of my old friends still aren’t

used to my salt-and-pepper gray

air. 1 know it must havebeenquite

a shock for them, but to someone who

never knew the “before,” thisisjust the
way itis.

Jennifer, Alexandriaand | drove to
Texas on Saturday to get ahead start on
Thanksgiving preparationsat my daugh-
ter Kara's. We stopped for tacos and
chicken strips at alittle town just across
theOklahomaline. ItwasJennifer’ streat
and the checkout lady said, “ That will be
$5.38. And with your senior citizen dis-
count, that will be $4.97.”

Jennifertried nottolook at me, but then
| jJumped up onthecounter and screamed,
“Senior citizen discount?1’ll giveyou a
senior citizen discount! Y ou could have
atleast asked. Y oudidn’t haveto assume.
I’d rather pay full price!” It was kind of
hard for her toignore me.

“Excuseme,” Jennifer said. “1’m pay-
ing and we're taking the discount. Get
over it. It'sjust the hair.”

That made mefedl alittle better, but |
fussed and fumed the rest of the way to
Dallas.

—ob—
Roses are till blooming in Texas and

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

my son-in-law Adam planted pansiesin
the back yard this morning. We sat out-
sideonthepatioinour pgjamasanddrank
coffee until it wastime to get ready for
church. The kids were even running
around barefooted. Itisbalmy. | livedin
Dallas for seven years, and | do miss
Texaswinters.

When winter finally comes, it may
snow once. Maybetwice. Butwinter lasts
about aweek, and thenit’ sspring again.

—ob—

Part of my job at the newspaper isto
writefeature stories. Sincel’mkind of a
natural snoop, it’ sperfect for me. | really
likepeople, especially interesting people.
Andinterviewing peopleisnothingmore
than talking to them.

Last week, | met ayoung couple who
shouldstartwritingtheir ownbook. They
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Peppered hair doesn't meanyou're old

aretheparentsof a2-year-old and aset of
triplets. My, my, my. The storiesthey’ll
havetotell. | admirethem for their posi-
tiveattitude. Never onceduring our time
together did either oneof them complain
abouttheir lotinlifeor what they haveor
don’t have.

Perhaps more importantly, | never
heard any fussinessor cryingfromany of
their children, agood signthat everybody
is getting plenty of attention. Thisis not
aneasy task withfour children of any age.

My mother alwayssaid you could take
careof twokidswithonehandtied behind
your back, but that third child just upsets
the apple cart. Wonder what she would
have said about having three at atime?

—ob—

A dear friend of ourslost oneof hissons
to cancer last night. He called to tell me
the news. We cried over the phone to-
gether. Hiswordstomesaiditall: “| have
the comfort of knowing my son was
saved.”

In the end, nothing else matters. Have
you given that comfort to your parents®
Doyou havethat comfort about your chil-
dren?

LETTERSTO THEEDITOR:
Holidays aren’t happy for everyone, do what's comfortable

TotheEditor:

For many people, theholiday seasonis
aspecia time of year marked by festive
celebrations and gatherings with family
andfriends. It satimetolook ahead with
excitementtotheapproachingNew Y ear.
For those struggling with the death of a
loved one, theholidaysareadifficulttime
full of painful reminders that may mag-
nify their sense of loss.

Holiday songsontheradiocatchyouin
the car. Television commercialsreflect-
ing Norman Rockwell imagesof the sea-
son come into your living room. Neigh-
bors' homes are decked with lights and
wreaths. Soundsandsightsof theholidays
may seeminescapable. Copingwithgrief
at such atime seemsdiscordant with the
world around you. Feelings of loss tend
tobeintensified.

A suggestionfor copingwithgrief dur-
ingtheholidaysistogiveyourself permis-
sionto dowhat’scomfortable. At atime
of year often guided by tradition, find the
way that feels right for you to make it
through the season.

Some peoplefind it helpful to be with
family and friends, emphasizing the fa-
miliar. Othersmay wishtoavoidoldtra-
ditionsand try something different. Oth-
erswill find new waystoacknowledgethe
Season.

Ever since Mike was a young boy,
Thanksgivingwasatimeto bring family,
friends, and neighborstogether for afeast.
Cardtableswereset upinthelivingroom,
the picnictablewasbrought in from out-
side, every chair seemed to be full. The
year after hisdeath fromlung cancer, his
wife and kids just couldn’t find the
strength to host another Thanksgiving

event. That year, for thefirst time, they
had aThanksgiving meal at alocal inn. It
was smaller, moreintimate, and has be-
comeanew tradition for them.

They gavethemselvespermissiontodo
what seemed comfortable. While it
seemed to go against family tradition, it
actually provided the family with a spe-
cial timeto focus on memories of their
father and themany Thanksgivingsof the
past.

Hospiceprofessional soffer someaddi-
tional suggestions for coping with the
holidays:

* Plan for the approaching holidays.
Thismight beadifficulttimeforyou. The
additional stressmay affect youemotion-
aly, cognitively, and physically; thisisa
normal reaction. Be prepared and gentle
toyourself.

« Recogni zethat theholidaysmight not
be the same. Expecting everything to
seem the same might lead to disappoint-
ment. Doing things a bit differently can
acknowledge the change while preserv-

Remembrance
appreciated

TotheEditor:

Wewishtothank youfor thepub-
lication and write up of the World
War Il veterans and the reception
wasspecial. Thanksfor remember-
ing.

Daleand Katherine Severns,
Norton

ing continuity with the past.

 Becareful nottoisolateyourself. It's
all right totaketimefor yourself butdon't
cut yourself off from the support of fam-
ily andfriends.

» Theholidaysmay affect other family
members. Talk over your plansand share
your feelings. Respect others' choicesanc
needs, and compromiseif necessary.

* Avoidadditional stress. Decidewhat
you really want to do, and what can be
avoided.

« If you, or aloved one, are struggling
with grief and loss, consider contacting
your community hospice. Hospiceshave
trained bereavement professionals on
staff and may be able to offer some fur-
ther suggestions or sources of support.

Additional information about hospice
isavail ablefrom: Hospi ce Foundation of
America, www.hospicefoundation.orgor
(800) 854-3402.

Sandy Kuhlman
Hospice Services
Phillipsburg

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousletters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



