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Norton, Kansas
Home of Richard Burd

Santa Claus
IScoming tonight

Don’t miss Santa tonight. He’ll
be in Norton from 6:30-8 p.m. on
the west lawn of the Norton
County Courthouse.

Kids who line up to see Santa
and Mrs. Claus in the gingerbread
house will receive coloring books,
hot chocolate and cookies. Par-
ents and older kids can also warm
up on hot chocolate and cookies.

After meeting with Santa, the
whole family can jump in the
sleigh and take a ride around the
block.

If you miss him this Friday, you
can catch him again on Thursday,
Dec. 2,9, 16 and 23.

TimeforT,V W
to renew tags

November is the month for
renewing automobile, pickup,
motorcycle and/or motorized bike
tags at the county treasurer’s office
for those whose last name begins
with “T”, “V”” and “W” or busi-
nesses whose name begins with
those letters.

You are required to bring in or
include proof of insurance for each
vehicle, which includes the vehicle
identification number, policy
number and expiration date.

Office hours are 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday through Friday. The
computers shut off at 4:30 p.m. to
balance each day’s business.

The courthouse is closed today
for the Thanksgiving holiday.

The treasurer’s office is a limited
service driver’s license station. They
do renewals on regular driver’s
licenses and commercial licenses.

If you have questions, please call
the treasurer at 877-5795.

Forecast:

Tonight — Partly cloudy with lows in
the upper 20s. Northwest winds 10 to
15 mph and gusty. Saturday — Partly
cloudy with highs in the mid 40s.
Northwest winds 10 to 15 mph shifting
to the northeast around 10 mph in the
afternoon. Saturday Night — Mostly
cloudy with a 20 percent chance of
snow. Lows in the lower 20s. East winds
around 10 mph shifting to the south-
east 10 to 15 mph after midnight.
Sunday — Cloudy with a 40 percent
chance of snow. Cooler with highs in
the lower 30s.

Howell report:

Tuesday ........ccovvvveennns High 37, Low 30
Wednesday .................. High 45, Low 31
Thursday ... High 61, Low 40
Weekago .....ccccevevvnee. High 46, Low 42
Monthago ..........cc...... High 62, Low 43
Yearago .....ccoovevvevnnnn High 50, Low 24

November precipitation........ 2.60 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ... 25.00 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

Loving God, thank you for the
privilege of praying for others. Help us
to remember someone somewhere
who needs our prayers today. Amen

Vol. 97, No. 95
75 cents
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scribes the 10-month old Blair tripletts. Bryn, left, cal twins.

Triplets enliven Norton home

By CAROLYN PLOTTS

It syour typical lovestory.

Boy meetsgirl. Boy proposes, girl says,
“Yes.” They get married and baby will
makethree. Well, baby madethree; then
four, fiveand six.

Mindy and Russell Blair, Norton, met
inHayswhilethey werebothworkingon
anew Wal-Mart store. They courted,
married and along cametheir first child,
Chakota Russell, also known as Cody,
now 2.

Tratfic light causes backu

By VERONICA MONIER

A littletrafficproblemiseasily solved.

BoththeKansasDepartment of Trans-
portationandtheNorton County Sheriff’s
Department have gotten calls from area
residents saying that the temporary traf-
ficlightsatthewest edgeof NortononUS
36 weren't changing.

Thesolutionissimple.

Public Affairs Manager Gina Mastin
and Sheriff Troy Thomson bothsaidthey
told the callersthat al they needed to do
ispull up alittlefurther.

Sheriff Thomsonsaidthat healsocalled

theDepartment of Transportationandthe o
sign company who isin charge of the &

“StopHere” signsandtoldthemthat there
wasaproblem.

Ms. Mastin said thereisasensor inthe
highway’s pavement that controls the
lights. The sensor, she said, is15feetin
front of thesign that reads* Stop Hereon
Red”.

She suggested that people pull al the
way uptothesignbeforecomingtoacom-
plete stop to make sure they go over the
Sensor.

“People probably didn’t pull up far
enoughismy best guess,” shesaid.

Ms. Mastinsaidtherewerestop bars—
wide, whitestrips— but they cameloose
with the last rain. She said they were
scheduled to be replaced Wednesday .

Shesaidthebarswill, hopefully, make
iteasier for driverstoknow wheretostop.

She said that bridge, which is under
construction, should be finished by the
week of Dec. 6, dependingonthewesther.

She said that the construction crews
weregoingto pour concretelast week but
couldn’ t because of therain.

Students help
youngsters

I’ sgoodtohaveanolder pal when
you' reingradeschool and, thanksto
an FFA program, 27 of Eisenhower
Elementary’s students have a high
school mentor.

Thethird-gradestudents, andtheir
high school counterparts, aretaking
part in Partnersin Active Learning

(Continued on Page 5)

Ten months ago, the Blair family
doubledinsize, overnight, withthebirth
of triplets, Bryn Leslie, SashaReneeand
Kiowa Dolores. Their birth weights, in
that order were: 3 pounds 11 ounces; 3
pounds 10 ounces; and 3 pounds 7 1/2
ounces. That’s almost 11 pounds of ba-
bies.

Mrs. Blair said she used no fertility
drugs.

The Blairs were living in Hays when
they learned she was having triplets. A
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Take advantage of the School football and volley-

church listings to find out ball all league players and

when and where to go. junior high basketball
results.

— Telegram photo by Carolyn Plotts

sonogram at 21 weeks showed not one,
butthree, babies. Mrs. Blair said sheknew
long beforethat shewashavingmorethan
one.

However, when sheposed thepossibil-
ity of twinsto her doctor, hediscounted it
by saying, “ There’s only one heartbest.
It sjust going to be abig baby.”

Because Mrs. Blair had a pre-existing
heart condition, shewasconsidered high-

risk. After learning thereweregoingtobe
(Continued on Page 5)
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It sthe holiday season and the post of -
ficeisstartingtofeel it.

Postmaster JaNan O’ Brien said the
Norton Post Officehasseen al ot of pack-
ages coming in from what people have
ordered for Christmas presents, but they
haven’t gottenal ot of outgoing packages
yet. She said she expects the amount ¢
outgoing packagesto pick up around the
first week in December

“The people in Norton have always
beenreally good about getting their pack-
agessent out early,” shesaid.

Astohow latemail canbesentand still
make it to its destination before Christ-
mas, Mrs. O’ Briensaidit dependsonwhat
isbeing sent. She said packages sent by
expressmail inthestatewill possibly ar-
rivetherein timeif sent on Dec. 24, but
sherecommends they besent sooner, just
tobesure. A package sent first classwill
probably take two to three days to get
whereit needsto go inthe state.

For out of state, the postmaster saic
peopl e should expect packages to take
two to three business days to get where
they're going if sent first class. For par-
cel post, whichisthecheapest way tosend
something, it could take up to aweek if
being sent out of state.

Mrs. O’ Brien said the optimum mail-
ing datefor shipping something overseas
ortosomeoneinthemilitary serviceison
or before Saturday, Dec. 11, for priority
and first class mail. She said Monday,
Dec. 20, isthe last mailing date to send
express mail overseas and have it reach

itsdestination intimefor Christmas.
(Continued on Page 5)

when cars stop too soon
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Bridge construction has slowed traffic on the west
end of town on US 36 and some complaints have
been made that the temporary traffic lights in-

stalled to keep one lane open haven’tbeen chang-

Until the bridgeisdone, thelightswill
stay up so folks need to pull far enough
up tothesignsto trip the sensors.

Ms. Mastin said after the bridgeisfin-
ished, therewon’ t beany major construc-

tionwork inthat areathat will affect traf-
fic until spring.

Shesaidtherewill beconstructionona
much smaller scale thiswinter, possibly
including some shoul der work.

ing. To solve the problem and keep traffic mov-
ing, drivers need to pull all the way up to the “Stop
Here” sign to catch the sensor that’s in the road.

— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

“Everything that can bedonethiswin-
ter will be,” she said. “But it shouldn’t
affect trafficinthe sameway major work
will.”

ThelightshavebeentheresinceOct. 29.

Emergency preparedness grant requested

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

Norton County ishoping to get agrant
from the state to catalog possible prob-
lems for its emergency preparedness
plans.

County Emergency Preparedness
Alvin Mapes asked the commissioners
last week to signformsso hecould apply
for thegranttodo ahazard analysisof the
county.

Similar grantsweregivenoutearlierin
theyear but Mr. Mapesdidn’ treceivethe
information intimeto apply.

Thecounty hasbeen putting together a
mitigation plan to minimize the damage
if somethingwentwrong, hetoldthecom-
missioners.

“We can recover alot better, alot
quicker withaplaninplace.” hesaid.

Consultant AddieHomburgwasal soat
the meeting to explain the disaster man-
agement plansand why thecounty should
apply for thegrant. Ms. Homburgiswith
E-Fm (Emergency and Facilitiesmanage-
ment) out of Ellis. If the county getsthe
grantfor ahazardanaysis, Ms. Homburg

said shehopesitwill hireher firmto help
withit.

Ms. Homburg has been helping the
county set upamitigationplan, whichwill
hel p get disaster assistancefromthestate
and federal government in the case of &
disaster, such asatornado.

The hazard analysis that the county
wants to do is more subjective than the
mitigationplan, shesaid. Inthemitigation
you can only collect facts. The county

woulduseitshazard analgsi stohelpwith
(Continued on Page 5)



Post office
ready for
holidays

(Continued from Page 1)

No matter whereit's sent, she
saidthepost officewill doall itcan
to get peopletheir packages.

Shesaid the post office hastwo
new priority mail flat rate boxes
people can use. Theboxeshavea
red star burst on them and can be
mailedfor $7.70, regardlessof the
weight. She said one is 10.5-
inches-by-8.5-inches-by-6-
inchesand the other is 14-inches-
by-12-inches-by-3.5-inches.

Shesaidthey a sohavetheregu-
lar priority mailers, wherethecost
isbased on weight.

Thepostmaster saidtheNorton
Post Office will have extra mail
pickup onthefirst threeMondays
inDecember. That meansall mail
deposited before 1 p.m. will be
processed early inthe day.

She said the post office will be
closed onboth Christmas, Dec. 25,
and New Year's, Jan. 1. The post
office will be open for normal
business hours all other daysin
December. That is Monday
through Friday 9-11:30 a.m.,
12:30-4:30 p.m. and Saturday 9-
11am.

Thepostmaster asksthat every-
body try tosendtheir mail early to
help keep the flow of mail from
getting congested.

County

to apply
for grant

(Continued from Page 1)
the mitigation plan.

Thehazardanalysiswouldhelp
determine the county’s top 15
natural hazards. Part of that would
betolook at thingsliketheweather
over the past 50 years, she said.

Other hazard data would come
from peoplelikefirechiefs, local
industry andlargescalefarmsand
ranches.

“Say you have a spill on the
highway,” she said, “Y ou can go
in and get information on the
chemical and thearea — how far
isitfrompeople, whoisincharge,
evacuation proceduresand so on.

“We, asaconsulting firm, can-
notgooutandask industriesforin-
formation. However, Alvinor the
firechief canrequirethisinforma:
tion.

“The biggest thing I’ ve been
ableto do for other countiesisto
tell themwhoisn’ treportinginfor-
mation.”

“There' s no guarantee he will
getthemoney fromthestate. He's
gotapretty goodshotatitsincehe
missed out on thelast round.”

She said that if sheishired she
will driveall thecounty roadsand
meetwithfolksall overthecounty.

Shesaid that shewill talk toin-
dustry andget alist of thetopthree
chemical sites for risk and visit
those. Sites are chosen by what
chemicals they have and their
proximity to people, shesaid.

Also, thesitescan changefrom
year toyear.

Commissioner Leroy Lang
pointed out that there are alot of
chemicalskept on farms.

Some bigger farmers will re-
port, shesaid, but many don’t have
enough to berequired to report.

“|1 probably have 30 pages on
chemicals,” Mr. Mapes said, “If
you haveover acertainnumber of
poundsyou heed to report.”

Since a contract of this size
would run into the thousands of
dollars, Commissioner John
Miller said that the county must
get at | east two bidsbeforeaward-
ing acontract.

“We aren’t the only company
that doeshazardousanalysis,” Ms.
Homburg said. “ Alvin can go out
and find others.”

“If itworksout, wonderful, if it
doesn’t, | understand,” Ms. Hom-
burg said of the possibility some-
one else would be hired if the
county getsthe grant.

“Y ou’ d besurprised how much
money we' vesaved over theyears
by taking two bids,” Mr. Lang
said. “That's how you manage
your money.”

“Well, whenthere’' sagrantlike
thisyou need to go after it, no one
canaffordtodothisonyour own,”
Ms. Homburg replied.
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It’s good to have a pal as Chris Richards and Megan Arehart know. Both Eisenhower
Elementary students got to spend 45 minutes with their PALS (Partners in Active
Learning Support) Austin Brooks and Stacy Reeves doing playing the board game
— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

“Clue” earlier this week.

Students team up to help ‘pals’

(Continued from Page 1)

Support or PALS, a mentoring
program sponsored by the Na-
tional FFA, which matches high
school FFA studentswithelemen-
tary youngstersto, hopefully, help
them develop their social skills
and get themexcited about schoal.

Mentoring should build trust
and develop self-esteem.

The 54 Norton students in-
volvedbegantheprogramonNov.
9whentheFFA hosted abarbecue
so the pairs of students could get
to know one another.

For the rest of the school year,
the high school mentors will be
going to Eisenhower every two
weeksto visit their palsfor about
45 minutesto work on school as-
signmentsor projectsor to play.

This week, the program coin-
cided with National Farm-City
Week.

On Feb. 14, the students are
planning aValentines party start-
ing at 7 p.m. in the high school
cafeteria. The partnerswill get to
makeice cream sundaes and val-
entines.

This year’s participants are
Samantha Brasted and Jordyn
Gosselyn, Wes Georgeson and

Andrew Smith, Pat Burton and
KoltonHarting, Brian Juenemann
and AustinHager, JessicaArehart
and Marisa Maddy, Sara
Campbell and Hannah Pollock,
Blake Wolf and Cody Temmel,
Stacy ReevesandMegan Arehart,
Cydnie Milnes and Desiray
Skrdlant, Travis Ray and Keith
Sander, LanceRoeand Trey Dedl
Jessica Cook and Shaelynn
Gibson;

Paul Juenemann and Darcy
Bainter, Josh VanSkike and Cole
Renner, Blake Hillebrand and
Zachary Esslinger, Aaron Husted
and Christopher Chamber, An-
drew Black and Alec Hager,
Chelle Donovan and Johnnye
Ruder, TheaWisemanand Jessica
White, Tim Becker and | saac
Schaefers, Rachael Hickman and
Abbie Smith, Austin Brooks and
ChrisRichards, DanaHillebrand
and Cristine Nelson, Devin Marx

The paper you read
for the news you need!
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111 N. Kansas, Norton,
is celebrating his 55th
anniversary with an open
house on Wed., December 1.

STOP IN ANY TIME FOR COOKIES,
COFFEE AND SOUVENIRS

Bozie and Deloros

IVERSARY |

Bozie’s Barber Shop,

Y4

2:00-4:00 p.m.
St. Francis of Assisi
Parish Hall

COME JOIN IN GAMES,

\

Senior Citizens Christmas Party
Thursday, December 2

REFRESHMENTS AND PRIZES

J

Fabulous

Destin

Appearing

EAGLES

NORTON,

ations

at the . ..

LODGE

KANSAS

Saturday, November 27

9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

and JonMeyer, CarsonBraunand
Korey Horacek, Kristen Leibhart
and ConnieGassman, and Hannah
Gossand KaylaCook.

Triplets take family
from three to sIX

(Continued from Page 1)
three babies, it was decided they
would be delivered, at 32 weeks,
in Wichita where she could be
monitored moreclosely.

That wasthe plan.

Delivery date was set for Nov.
30, but ontheFriday before, inthe
middl e of theworst snowstorm of
theyear, Mrs. Blair went into la-
bor. She had to be air lifted from
HaystoWichita. Her husband had
todrive.

She said the triplets were born
healthy and did not even needres-
pirators. Atbirthitwasdiscovered
twoof thegirls, SashaandKiowa,
areidentical twins, whileBrynis
thesingleton.

Because of their low birth
weight they were kept inthe hos-
pital until they gained a few
pounds. Being prematurealsowas
aproblem. Their sucklinginstinct
was not fully developed and they
had to be encouraged to eat.

They were released from the
hospital whenthey were3months
old.

Thegirlsobviously figured out
how to eat, because now, at 10
months, they eat cereal, fruitsand
vegetablesandtakeabottleevery

four hours. All weigh over 15
pounds and are the picture of
bright, inquisitive, energetic ba-
bies.

Mr. Blair’ sgrandmother, Katie
Blair, livesin Norton. Other ares
relativesincludeRodand Marilyn
Dia and Margie Portenier.

Mr. Blair moved to Norton | ast
December. Mrs. Blair, Cody and
thegirlsjoined himon March 21.
He works as a substitute teacher
and a para professional at Eisen-
hower Elementary School.

Thegirl’ sbig brother, Cody, i<
alittle overwhelmed at times by
the sheer numbers. His parents
make a special effort to seeto it
that he has his own private time
with them every day. They also
take him to the pre-school story
hour at thelibrary on Thursdays.

Mrs. Blair said she had always
wanted to operate aday care, but
that ideaisout. Shehasmorethan
the state will alow with just her
own children. She doesn’t minc
though. Evenwithfour youngsters
indiapers(that’ s30 changesaday,
at least), sheremains cheerful

“Ourkidsarehealthy, andwe're
havingfun,” shesaidwithasmile.

Norton County walkers win prizes

Team resultsand team winners
fortheFall Walk Kansasprogram
(celebrating the Lewis Clark Ex-
pedition) havebeenannouncedfor
Norton County.

Six teams with 36 people par-
ticipatedthisfall inanabbreviated
Walk Kansas program. The goal
of this program is to encourage
adults to establish an exercise
habit of walking or exercising for
30minutesaday fivedaysaweek.

Teamswhich participatedwere:
Walking Wonder — 762 miles
with team captain Cheryl Mann,
Mary Mann, AliceHawks, Jeanne
Pharis, Eva Harrington, and Jan
Volgamore; Walkabouts — 713
miles with team captain Bill
Goscha, Joan Bolt, Linda Burge,

Cathy Kellerman, Lonnie
Kellerman and Joyce Lofgreen;
Validated Gang Members— 643
mileswithteamcaptainKely Gill,
Hazel Peterson, Deb Kaus, Bar-
baraThompson, Jenny Braunand
Vickie Brungardt; Wild Walking
Cats— 556 mileswith team cap-
tain Carol Woodmansee, C.J.
Woodmansee, Alice Jones, Dor-
othy Luechen, Gloria Cole and
Barb Ballinger; Cheetahs — 265
miles with team captain Sandy
Kaiser, KendraMerchent, Norma
Mullen, Sherry Robinson, Delores
Keiswetter and Elaine
Schuckman; and Sunflower Sues
— 207 miles with team captain
Carol Mayo, Twila Carter, June
Keiswetter, WandaGraham, Judy

GOODLAND, KANSAS

800-316-4127

§  AutoBodyRepair  § HVAC/R

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY

NEWEST Program
Respiratory Therapy!

{  Automotive {1  Engineering Tech ' Computer Graphics
Technology Tech
§ Diesel Technology  §  Welding ' Cosmetology
1 Carpentry 9 Communications 1  Medical Assistant
Tech
Electrical 9 Electronics & 1 Respiratory Therapy
Technology Computer Tech

REAL EDUCATION FOR THE REAL WORLD!!!

Enroll now for

January classes

and COSMETOLOGY

www.nwktc.org

'  Business Technology

Moppinand Coni Park.

Individual swhoreportedwal k-
ing the most miles were Bill
Goscha, 273 miles, and Mary
Mann, 184 miles.

All team members who turned
in six weeks of walking reports
wereeligiblefor prizes. Thisyear
the prizesare half-hour massages
performed by Masters Touch
Massage.

Winners are: Wild Walking
Cats, Alice Jones; Walking Won-
ders, Jeannie Pharis; Sunflower
Sues, Judy Moppin; Walkabouts,
Bill Goscha; and Validated Gang
Members, Hazel Peterson
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7 P.M.

In Concert
Josh Turner

Sunday, Dec. 12

East Campus Auditorium
NORTON, KANSAS

CMA & CCMA nomi

Country music’s hottest newcomer

of the year, “Long Black Train”

nee for song

Ticket Cost: $20 Adults; $10 12 and Under and Reciprocity
ARTS COUNCIL MEMBERS FREE

Doors Open at 6 p.m. — Ticket Holders “Must” Be
Seated by 6:45 p.m. or Seats will be Resold

Purchase Tickets at the Norton Area Chamber of Commerce,
104 S. State or Call 785-877-2501

SpoNsoRreD BY NortoN County ArTs CounciL INc.
wiTH GRANT SupPoRT FROM DANE G. HANSEN FOUNDATION
AND NORTON TRAVEL AND TOURISM




