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Should county calls
really be long distance?

Its a crying shame that Lenora, Almena, Edmond and Clayton
are long distance calls from Norton.

These towns, plus part of Norcatur and a whole lot of country-
side, are all part of Norton County. However, the phone compa-
nies make practically everything a long-distance line.

Calling areas should be made larger. They should at least cover
the county, preferably several counties.

Five miles from home shouldn’t be a long distance today —
we’re not using a horse and buggy to get to these outlying areas
anymore and we shouldn’t have to call long distance to talk to

folks in those towns.

In some states, huge areas — five and six counties — are local

calls.
Why not here?

Why is it that if you want to call your mother in Almena, you

have to pay extra?

Why is it that if you live in Lenora and want to know if the gro-
cery in Norton carries size AAA batteries, you either have to pay
extra or drive to the store and find out?

It’s no wonder that more and more people are opting not to
have home telephones at all, but are going with a cellular phone
that has no long distance charges and can go anywhere.

We still think there is a place for home-based phones. They are

necessary for businesses and cell

phones have a lot of interference

problems that make them harder for older folks to use.

So please, phone companies, get with the program. Give us
larger local calling areas. We're tired of long distance calls and
we’re tired of long distance companies, but that’s a whole differ-
ent complaint and we’ll not get into that today.

— Cynthia Haynes

Kansas congressman honored

for his work with

Congressman Jerry Moran wasnamed
asthe 2004 Wheat L eader of the Y ear by
theNational Associationof Wheat Grow-
ers, the Wheat Export Trade Education
Committee, and U.S. Wheat A ssociates.
The award is presented each year to one
Representative or Senator who hasgone
beyondthecall of duty onbehalf of wheat
producers, and is the highest Congres-
sional honor bestowed by the wheat or-
ganizations.

Theawardisscheduledfor presentation
at the North American Grain Congress,
thecombined annual convention of wheat
growersandtheNational Grain Sorghum
ProducersinFebruary 2005inReno, Nev.

Withtwo of thewhesat growers spriori-
tiesbeing disaster aid and improving the
ability of cropinsuranceto handlesucces-
siveyearsof drought, CongressmanMoran
hasbeenideally placed to beof serviceto
wheat growers, and hehasdelivered.

“Kansas is the wheat state and | am
proud of that title, of our heritage and of
the hard work and dedi cation that wheat
producers across our country put into
making sure that America has a safe,
abundant food supply,” Moran said.
“While lower prices and drought have
hurttheindustry inrecentyears, it hasnot
broken our spirit. Whentimesget tough,
the American farmer perseveres. | am
proud to represent agriculture and am
honored to be recognized with this
award.”

“We'revery pleasedtorecognizeCon-
gressman M oranfor hisstrong support of
wheat producers,” said National Associa
tion of Wheat Growers President Mark
Gage. “Hesolicitsour counsel onanum-

wheat growers
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ber of importantissues, and hasbeenvery
helpful in moving itemslike disaster aid
and hearingson crop insurance.”

The President of the Kansas Associa-
tion of Wheat Growers, Jerry
McReynolds, said “We're extremely
pleased and proud that Congressman
Moran has been named the 2004 Wheat
Leader of theY ear. Hehasbeenawheat
leader for Kansasproducersandfor farm-
ers around the nation for a number of
years.” The Woodston, Kansas wheat
producer continued, “Jerry Moran has
worked tirelessly for wheat in many dif-
ferent fashions, and hastaken leadership
positions in working for disaster aid for
thewheat industry. Hehassupported our
industry over aperiod of timeand assi sted
in handling many issues, and not asjust a
one-timeor occasional supporter.” And,
McReynolds said, “We applaud Con-
gressman Jerry Moran of the ‘Big 1st’
District of Kansasas2004 Wheat L eader
of theYear.

Moran joins an elite group of past re-
cipientsof the Wheat L eader Award, in-
cluding Senator Pat Roberts (R-Kan.),
Congressman George Nethercutt (R-
Wash.), Congressman L arry Combest (R-
Texas), Senator Max Baucus(D-Mont.),
and Senator Conrad Burns (R-Mont.).
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ifeis precious—besure to reasureit

arents never cease to be their

children’s teachers. During the

holidays | am reminded of this
morethan ever.

Whenour childrenwereyoung, | would
put up my Christmas tree as early as |
dared. Each ornament was hung as| re-
membered its past and mine. Each carol
echoed thesentimentsof theholidaysand
thespirit within.

| left thetreeup aslong after Christmas
as| possibly could. | think, | saw thisas
my safetime. Thetreeand holidayswere
mine to enjoy and celebrate. Nothing
could gowrong.

Then the unthinkabl e happened.

By some peoples’ measurements he
wasan old man, butinour family of cen-
turionshewasjust akid, not quite78. The
call cameaswewereawaiting newsof his
successful bypasssurgery.

After all hewasin great health, slim,
non-smoker, exercised, why wouldn't it
be successful ?

Phase Il
Mary Kay
Woodyard

But, | think, in my Dad’'s heart if he
couldn’t liveexactly the sameway heal-
wayshad, or if there was achance of be-
cominglikehismother, whoundoubtedly
had Alzheimer’s, he thought it wastime
to check out.

Andanyone, whoknew my Dad, knows
evenGodwouldn’thavearguedwithhim.

Sotherel was, December 14, 1984, in
Reno, Nev., surrounded by aloving hus-
band, five great children, and wonderful
friends.

My mother called and the words still
ringinmy ear, “Mary Kay, | have some-

thing awful totell you.”

In my usual manner of dealing with
things| said, “No, don’t tell me, | don't
want to know.”

But of coursethat changesnothing, my
Daddy (which iswhat | always callec
him) had died.

Ontop of that hedied whilemy Christ-
mastreewasup. Didn’t heknow nothing
bad could happen during that safetime?

Butitdidand| survived and now it has
been 20 years.

TheChristmastreeisup, eachornament
ishanging and the carolsring happily.

| still miss him. | wish he knew my
grandchildrenandthat | liveinhishouse.
| wish he knew the old farmhouse where
he was born is full of his great
grandchildren’ slaughter.

But most of al, | am thankful for the
legacy hegavemeeveninhisdeath. There
isnosafetime. Lifeisprecious. Treasure
it.

Turkey and gifts... the holidays are here

h, Thanksgiving. I’ mthankful for
my brother, John, or else we
wouldn’t haveaturkey dinner.

Notthat | particularly careif weeat tur-
key or not. If it came down to it, we
wouldn’thaveitif itwasuptometomake
it. Get up at 5am. to cook abird?| think
not.

My momfeelsthesameway. | lovetell-
ing peoplethat she’ snever cooked atur-
key inherlife.

Thelook on their facesisgreat. Espe-
cially whenthey ask, “Never?’

Nope, never.

G’ ma cooked it before the tradition
went to John. She’ svowed never tomake
Thanksgiving dinner again. Poor John.
Lookslike he' sstuck withit.

And once again, thank God * cause he
makesagreat tasting bird.

So | consider it afamily tradition to
never cook aturkey. A family tradition
that | hope never to break. That way, if |
ever havekids, they cantell other people
that their mom has never made aturkey
and get aholiday laugh themselves.

Speaking of theholidays, Christmasis
just around the corner. And with Christ-
mascomesfamily togetherness, loveand
joy.

Although by the time the holiday sea-
sonisover, most families (at [east mine)
areusuallyjustatiny bitready for thefam-
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ily togethernessto cometo an end.

It soundscallous, but oneof our family
mottosis*too much quality timeisabad
thing.”

It's said that absence makes the heart
grow fonder. Whoever saidthat obvioudy
had too much “family togetherness’.

On amore pleasant, and materialistic,
note, the holidaysare also about giving.

I lovegiving presents. Hunting for just
theright gift for someonel loveand then
watchingtheir expressionasthey openthe
present.

It’ struly unfortunate when the person
gettingthat thoughtful gift plastersonthe
fakesmileandtellsthegift giver that they
think the present isgreat in avoice prac-
tically dripping with false cheer.

Weall know what thislooksand sounds
like. Andif we' rehonest, we' veall done
it atimeor two ourselves.

It's also unfortunate and supremely
annoyingwhenthegift recipient ripsinto

the present, failing to notice thewonder-
ful wrappingjobthat took hourstoaccom-
plish and be appropriately grateful.

Thisyear, likeevery year, Johniswait-
ing until the last minute to buy presents
because, of course, he has no money for
whatever reason... blah, blah, blah...

Henever wasmuch of agift giver. My
mom and | say repeatedly that we feel
sorry for his future wife, whomever she
may be.

Momhasrecently discovered eBay anc
hasbeen online continuously for the past
several weeks. When shecan't finditin
town, shefindsit on eBay. It's going to
be abig present year for all of us, thanks
totheshopsin Norton and eBay.

However, we might have to find an
Internet Anonymous group somewhere
soon. If she doesn’t get her daily online
fix, shegetskind of cranky.

She also gets cranky when | acciden-
tally discover what she’ s getting me for
Christmas, which I’ veaccidentally done
several timesalready thisyear. Theprob-
lemisthat it really has been an accident
every time, but shedoesn’t believeit.

In years past, we' ve gone Christmas
shoppingtogether, sothat there’ snomis-
takeabout whowantswhat. [twaslovely.
But, thisyear, she' sgoingatitonher own.

Who knows what the holidays will
bring?

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymousl|etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.



