Crop loss
leads to
new Ideas

Overthelastfiveyears, dryland
cornproductionhasbeenanything
but consistent.

Most farmers _
haveexperienced [2
complete crop |
failures most of
these  years.
Thesefailuresled
us to question
whether thereare [+

better ways to
About ag

grow dryland
Brian Olson,

corn that mini-
mize the risk of
crop failure.

One method
being eval uated K State.
today isto plant AQronoMmist
corn skipping a
row or rows. Skip-row practices
were used years ago with grain
sorghum. However weed control
intheskipped row wasabig prob-
lem without a broad spectrum
postemergence herbicide. Now,
withtheadvent of Roundup Ready
corn, atreatment methodisavail-
able.

Skip-row corn, whencompared
tothesamecrop planted every row
at thesamepopulation, will likely
yield lessin yearswhen moisture
is OK. In a skip-row scenario,
young plantsarespaced closer to-
gether. Thiswill causeanincrease
in plant competition early in the
growing season, decreasing how
robust the plants become. How-
ever, theskip-planted row will not
haveacrop growinginthat space,
and if kept clean of weeds, it will
likely have more moisture at the
end of the growing season when
cornisfilling out the kernels.

In 2003, researchfromtheUni-
versity of Nebraska North Platte
indicated skip-row dryland corn
produced 32 percent better yields
thandid conventional planting. In
thesetrials, tworowswereplanted
and two skipped.

Anothertreatment, whereevery
other row was skipped, produced
17 percent better yields than the
traditionally planted field. The
treatmentsyielded 54 and48bush-
elsper acrerespectively compared
with 41 bushels per acre for the
conventional planting. The area
around North Platte was dry that
year, similar tonorthwest Kansas.

In 2004, three Kansas sites
evaluating skip-row corn, Tri-
bune, Quinter, and Belleville,
were established in Kansas. Un-
fortunately for the study, rainfall
was sufficient for crop growth,
withyieldsof over 115bushelsper
acrerecorded at each site. Asyou
might expect in these conditions,
cornplantedevery row, at thesame
population, typically did better.

Allinall, thereissomeresearch
suggesting a benefit for corn
planted as skip-row in dry condi-
tions, whereas with sufficient
moisture, corn planted every row
should do better.

Skip-row corncomparisonswill
continueat sitesthroughout west-
ern Kansas next year. As of right
now, therearenoresultsfromKan-
sas that would suggest a benefit.
However, farmersshould keepin
mind that moisturewassufficient
for optimum crop growththispast
year.

If youwant totry skip-row corn,
there are a couple of suggestions
to keep in mind. If onerow is
planted and one skipped, half the
rateof cornindicated onthe seed-
ing chart of the planter is being
planted. If two rows are planted
andoneisskipped, thentwo-thirds
therate of the seed asindicated by
theseeding chartisbeing planted.

A post emerge application will
be needed to control weedsinthe
skippedrow. | wouldstrongly sug-
gest using aRoundup Ready corn
hybrid so glyphosate can be ap-
pliedat thisstage. For fieldswhere
apost emergeapplicationwill not
be needed, thought, a glyphosate
application will just add to the
cost.

Results of the skip-row corn at
Quinter, Tribune, and Belleville
can be viewed by going to the
website www.oznet.ksu.edu/
agronomy-block2/ and clicking
ontheskip-row icon, or visit your
county extensionofficetopick up
acopy.

Brian Olson is Kansas State
University extension agronomist
for Decatur, Gove, Norton,
Sheridan, and Trego counties.
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About 60 people showed up enjoy the annual Christ-
mas Dinner, which was sponsored by the Norton Area  Those who attended to enjoy the Christmas feast were
Chamber of Commerce Saturday. The dinner was
served buffet style with the Chamber providing tur-
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key, dressing, potatoes and gravy, vegetablesand rolls.

aksed to bring a salad or dessert.
— Telegram photo by Veronica Monier

Tax money In but, who's paying?

By CYNTHIA HAYNES

The Norton County should re-
ceive about $250,000 in salestax
this year, County Treasurer
Cynthia Linner told the commis-
sionerson Monday.

However, shecouldn’ttell them
from where the money iscoming
dueto astate statute, she said.

Mrs. Linner told the commis-
sionersthat her officereceivedal-
most $24,000in salestax revenue
last week for October collections.

It takesabout two monthsto get
salestax money, shesaid, because
thosesubmittingittothestatehave
30daystoturnintheir money and
the state has another 30 days to
turnit over tothecountiesand cit-
ies.

The county has been getting
between $20,000 and $25,000 a
month most of theyear, she said.

Whilethe commissionerswere
appreciative of knowing how
much money they received, they
would like to have some idea of
who'’s paying the money so that
they can have a better idea of
whereto turn oneconomic devel-
opment.

Mrs. Linner asked the state for
areport on wherethe salestax is
coming from but when she re-
ceiveditshehadtosignaformthat
forbadehertogivetheinformation
toanyone. City clerkscan get the
same report, she said, but they

g

can't giveitto anyoneeither.

The commissioners asked
CountyAttorney Doug Sebeliusto
check into the statute that was
citedonMrs. Linner’'sformandhe
said that shewasright, she could-
n'treleasetheinformationtothem
evenin closed session.

“Here you have arecord of the
salestax and you can't giveusin-
formation?’ Commissioner John
Miller asked.

“Yes,” Mrs. Linner said. “ State
statute saysthat if | giveyou this
information |’ mousted. | losemy
job.”

“What value is (thisinforma-
tion) to us,” Commissioner Dean
Kruse asked.

“For economic devlopment,”
Mrs. Linner said. “ Thiswouldtell
youwheresalesareoccurringand
inwhat format salesareoccurring
and you can build on that.”

“Isitretail sales,isitthedealer-
ships going out?” Commission
Leroy Lang wanted to know

“What about the city,” Mr.
Kruseasked. “Isthecity going to
beabletousethisinformation.” .

“No,” Mrs. Linner said.
“They’'re(city clerks) inthesame
boatI’min. If they tell you or any-
onethey losetheirjob.”

“It'sjust amazing that this can
happen,” Mr. Miller said. “From
everythingwe' retaughtincounty
government schools, thisispublic

McMullen Electric

We wish to thank all of our loyal custom-
ers over the years. We are pleased to an-
nounce the sale of a majority assets to:

BAILEY ELECTRIC

© Mark Bailey — Norcatur, Kansas
785-871-1967 or 785-693-4400
Bailey Electric hopes you will give us the chance to pro-
vide you with the same great loyalty and service you've
come to know with McMullen Electric. We are available
for all your residential and commerical needs.
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A shot of Arctic air last week brought a white Christmas
to Corpus Christi Texas, which hasn’t occurred since
In Northwest Kansas we saw sub zero
temperatures and a little snow before Christmas Eve,
but Christmas weekend was nice!
December weather will continue into the New Year.
There are two systems to keep an eye on in the
extended forecast, one Wednesday night into Thursday
and a second Sunday night into Monday. The first
moves quickly from SW U.S. into the Northern Plains,
which indicates a dry slot for us. The second may be a
bit slower and further south with colder temperatures
and better precipitation chances early next week.
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record.”

“Itmay beastatuteonthebooks
that haven’'t been revisited in a
number of years.” Mrs. Linner
suggested.

“ljustthinkitshighly unusual,”
Mr. Miller said. “Weawayshave
to be so careful not to hide any-
thing. Andthestate of Kansashas
this.”

“1 don’twanttoknowwho, | just
want categories,” Mr. Krusesaid.

Mrs. Linner said her report,
which isonacomputer disk, lists
thenamesof individua sand com-
panies who pay salestax. It'snot
broken down into categories.

Itisnot those who actually pay
thetax, shesaid, it'sthebusinesses
with salestax numbers, whoremit
the taxes to the state, who are on
thislist.

“1 wouldn’t careabout theindi-
vidual namesat all butif youcould
categorizeitout,” Mr. Miller said.
“Herewe' regoingto spend abud-
get at aminimum of $100,000 be-
tween the city and the county on
economic development and you
havesomething that would help.”

Mrs. Linner said that the best
way towork now wouldbetowal k
down the individual main streets

of thecitiesandtalk to merchants.

“At thistime, that's the way it
needsto bedone,” shesaid.

“It'sjustridiculous,” Mr.Miller
said. “Wehaveto beso careful in
executive session.”

County Clerk Robert Wyatt sug-
gestedthat thecommissionerscall
the state revenue department and
ask if there is another way to get
theinformationthey want without
getting individual names.

In other business, the county:

* Set thelimit of millingsanin-
dividual can buy from the county
at 1,000 tons. Mr. Miller said he
didn’t think any one individual
should be ableto buy morethana
1,000tonsof millingsbecausethe
county needs to take care of its
roadsaswell.

* Set an end-of-month meeting
for Thursday to pay billsand take
care of other business.

 Went into a 10-minute closed
session with County Attorney
Doug Sebelius to discuss non-
€elected personnel.

* Appointed Steve Berry of
Lenora and Warren White of
Nortontofill thetwovacancieson
the Norton County Hospital
Board.

It’s cold,
then hot
for holiday

The saying goes ‘if you don't
likethewesather in Kansas, wait e
day or twoandit will change'.

That was certainly true last
week as temperatures dropped
below 10degreesonThursday, but
thenclimbed uptoover 50degrees
two days later in time for Christ-
mas.

And the temperatures were by
no meansrecord setting.

Meteorologist L ogan Johnson
withtheNational Wesather Service
inGoodland said theareahighfor
thelast ten daysin December was
72 degreeson Dec. 24, 1964. The
record low, he said, was -27 de-
grees, which was set on Dec. 22-
23in1989.

Thefairweather that Nortonhad
on Christmasis expected to con-
tinuethroughout theweek andintc
the new year. Temperatures are
expected to drop Sunday with &
small chance of snow.

Mr. Johnson saidtheforecast for
this week islooking to be pretty
warmand dry.

He said people should expect
highs between 50 and 60 degrees
pretty much every day thisweek.
Thereisaslight chance on rain
Wednesday night and Thursday,
but he said it was a very slight
chance.

The extended forecast for
Nortonis:

Tonight— Mostly clear, with e
low of 28.

Wednesday — Partly cloudy,
withahigharound 60 withwinds.

Wednesday night — a 20 per-
cent chance of showers after 7
p.m.; partly cloudy, with alow
around 36; with southwest wind.

Thursday — A 10 percent
chance of showersbefore 7 am.;
partly cloudy and breezy, with &
high near 55.

Thursday night— Mostly clear,
with alow near 28.

Friday — Mostly sunny, with
high around 50.

Friday night (New Year’'s Eve)
— Partly cloudy, with a low
around 26.

New Year’'s Day — Partly
cloudy, with ahigh around 51.

Saturday night— Partly cloudy,
with alow around 27.

Sunday — A slight chance of
snow after 7 p.m.; mostly cloudy,
with ahigh near 36.

Sunday night — A chance of
snow, mainly after 7 p.m.; cloudy,
with alow near 17.

Monday — A chance of snow.

PROPERTYTAXREPORT

At Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech,

we aim to be good corporate citizens
of the region. We understand the need
for property taxes to help support our
schools and other public resources.
For the year 2004, we paid OVER

$1.4 MILLION in property taxes in the

following counties.

Barton
Cheyenne
Decatur

Phillips
Rawlins

Total

$1,408,916

These property taxes together with the dollars we spend on services, payroll
and upgrading our plant facilities help support the local economy.

We'd like to thank those of you who continue to put your trust and hard-
earned dollars into products and services from Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech.
We realize you have a choice when making purchases such as directory yellow
page advertising and other telecommunication products and services. When
you choose Rural Telephone and Nex-Tech, you're keeping your dollars in the
local economy supporting YOUR SCHOOLS and YOUR PUBLIC RESOURCES.

1.877.567.7872

RRURAL TELEPHONE

ruraltelephone.com

nex-tech.com
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