Hospital employees
Insurance cost
to stay the same

By VERONICA MONIER

While most health insurance
plansinthecounty haveincreased
in price or decreased in benefits,
Norton County Hospital employ-
eeswill pay the sameamount and
receive the same benefits.

Hospital Administrator Rich
Miller said the hospital hasapar-
tially self-funded plan with Blue
CrossBlue Shield. The new term
startson Feb. 1.

Hesaidthey hadagoodyear for
employee'sheathinsurance. Use
has been under control, he said,
and thereis a positive balancein
the health insurance account.

Mr. Miller said hethinksthein-
surance benefit cost to be around
$219,000for the 2005 fiscal year.

He said the board could lower
employeepremiumsor leaveitthe
same and prepare for future pre-
mium increases.

Board president Kathy Holste
said if the board dropped the pre-
miumthisyear it might beaprob-
lemif it hasto beraised next year.

Board member Dennis Gil-
housen agreed.

He said, for example, if they
lowered it $20 this year, but then
hadtoraiseit $40thenextyear, the
employees wouldn’t be happy.
But, if they leftitthesamethisyear
and only had to raise it $20 next
year, it would be much better.

“If things still look good next
year, then we might lower it,” he
said."“But, | think weshouldleave
it alonefor now.”

Mr. Miller said in the future if
premiumswent sky high, thenthe
board might ook into getting in-
volved with the state insurance
plan.

But at the moment, he said, it
wasn’'t something the board
needed to worry about.

In other business, the board:

» Wereintroduced to new mem-
bers Steve Berry of Lenora and
Warren White of Norton. Both
havefour-year terms.

» Gave recognition plagues to
retiring members\Weldon Brooks
and Greg Grahamfortheir service.
Mr. Brooks was on the board for
four yearsand Mr. Graham, seven
years.

* Elected Mr. Gilhousen as the
boardtreasurer after heresignedas

board secretary. Jenny Goldsby
was el ected asboard secretary.

* Held a 20-minute closed ses-
sion to discuss non-elected per-
sonnel.

* Reviewed thesecurity portion
of the Health Insurance Portabil -
ity and Accountability Act
(HIPPA) with Corporate Compli-
ance and Privacy Officer Janet
Jilka.

Thesecurity portionisthethird
part of the federal law. The other
two parts— privacy andadminis-
trative simplification — have a-
ready been done by the hospital.
The security portion goesinto ef-
fectinApril.

e ApprovedtheHealthInforma-
tion Management policy and pro-
cedure manual with no changes.

» Heard the statistical report for
December. Chief Financial Of-
ficer Brian Carlton said thehospi-
tal hashad 353 patient dayswitha
year-to-date total of 2,229; two
babiesfor atotal of 23; 50 admis-
sionsfor ayearly total of 800; 31
surgeriesfor atotal of 150; 3,377
outpatient days for a total of
41,149; and 1,243 Doctor’sClinic
visitsfor ayearly total of 7,381.

* Went over the patient survey
reports. Mr. Miller said thehospi-
tal hasbeen gettingcommentsthat
some patient roomsaretoo hot or
too cold. He said the staff was
working onthe problem.

 Learnedthat inApril, the hos-
pital will beparticipatinginastate-
wide patient satisfaction survey,
whichwill compareittoother hos-
pitals.

« Bought a monitoring system
for the emergency room based on
theapproval of agrant. Mr. Miller
saidthehospital should begetting
a$22,000bio-terrorismgrant, but
didn’'t know if it would be able to
use the grant to buy the monitor-
ing equipment.

* Heard from Mr. Carlton that
the hospital hasn't had any major
issues with the new Dairyland
computer information system
since Thanksgiving.

Therehasbeen someretraining
sothat everyoneknowswhat todo,
hesaid, andtheDoctor’sClinicis
running slower thanit should, but
the problem should befixed after
Nex-tech replacesaswitch.

Loan applications due

by Monday

Wool and mohair producerscan
apply for nonrecourse marketing
assistance loans and loan defi-
ciency payments at the Norton
County Farm ServiceAgency, but
must do so before Monday.

“Producershaveuntil Jan. 31 of
the year following the year in
which the wool or mohair was
sheared to apply for anine-month
marketing assistanceloan or loan
deficiency payment,” said Vesta
Hobbs, director of the Norton
County office.

Sheaddedthat thisdeadlineal so
applies to loan deficiency pay-
ments for pelts from unshorn
lambs slaughtered in 2004.

When filing an application,
ranchers must have a good esti-
mate of the pounds they want to
certify.

Mrs. Hobbs said the wool or

for wool

mohair must be produced and
shornforlive, domesticanimalsin
theU.S. andbeof saleablequality.
Shesaid ranchers can forego put-
ting their wool and mohair under
loanandreceiveal oan deficiency
payment instead.

“Producers must have owned
the sheep or goats for at least 30
days before shearing, and they
must retain beneficial interest
fromthetimeof shearingthrough
either repayment of theloan, orin
the case of aloan deficiency pay-
ments, the datethe payment isre-
quested,” she said. “Also for un-
shorn pelts, theproducer must sell
the unshorn lamb for immediate
slaughter or slaughter theunshorn
lamb for personal use.”

Contact the Norton County
Farm Service Agency officein
Norton for moreinformation.
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This year’s Norton Pinewood Derby was a hit as 20 cub
scouts from the county showed up to race their cars. Ed
Witt (above) setup the firstrace. The cub scouts (below)
cheered the cars on as they whizzed by on their way to
— Telegram photos by Veronica Monier

the finish line.

Cubs’ cars race
to the finish line

How fast canablock of woodon
wheelsgo?

That’s what 20 Norton Cub
Scoutsfound out at theannual Pin-
ewood Derby this Saturday at
Eisenhower Elementary. Eachcub
madeacar out of ablock of wood,
designing and weighting them to
get the maximum effect, and then
watched the cars go asthey were
raced on atrack, built by Ed Witt.

John Risewick’s racer won the
race, with Brett Pulec’scomingin
aclosesecond. Trenton Sprague’s
car took third.

Kurt Douglasreceivedthes ow-
poke award and Leif Carlson got
best of show for hisA-1 Steak-
saucecar.

All of the participating scouts
receivedatrophy. Also participat-
ing in the event were Nicholas
Koch, ColtonM oots, Gab Nelson,
Christopher Chambers, Philip

Boutwell, Luke Keilig, Weston
Erbert, Zachery Nelson, Dylan
Spradlin, Cole Renner, Chris
Richards, Adam Baughman, John
Renner, Michael Fawcett and
Braden Carlton.

Aftertheawardsweregivenout,
past car builders had a chance to
see how well their carsstill didin
theracing circuit.

The derby is sponsored by the
NortonLion’sClub, whosemem-
bersrantheracesand didthejudg-
ing. Helping out this year were
Tom Brannan, Ed Witt, Bill Belt
and Shirley Erbert.

Alvin Mapes helped judge.

The next big event for the cubs
will bethe annual Blue and Gold
Banquet at 5:30p.m. Sunday at the
Norton Christian Church. Threeof
the cubs will be getting their Ar-
rows of Light, which will move
them up to Boy Scouts.

Conservation district holds meeting

By VERONICA MONIER

The Norton County Conserva-
tion District held its 59th annual
meeting Saturday at the Norton
American Legion.

Receiving the 2004 Conserva-
tion Award were Bill and Gail
Brooksand Bart and Cheri Brooks
of Brooks Farm and Duane and
JuneWray.

AlfredMindrupwasrecognized
for hiswork onaliving snow fence
near NewAlmelo, whileChancey
Marsh and Lemeul Marsh were
giventheWildlifeAward.

Teresa Schulze was given the
Norton County Teacher Awardfor
promoting conservation with her
students.

“She does more than she hasto
and we appreciate that,” said
Chairman Ed Keith.

Theannual report wasgiven by
Vice-Chairman Chris Harting,
who said the district received
$9,000 from the county and
$9,000 from the state for wages
and operations.

He said the state also gave
$2,655 to pay for administration
and education of the non-point
source pollution plan.

Through the district water re-
source program, Norton County
wasallocated $27,563, whichwas
channeled out as cost share to
landowners.

An additional $6,541 was re-
ceived for irrigation and the
district’ snon-point money totaled

$17,771.

Cost sharing programsincluded
terraces, diversions, livestock
wells, livestock pipelines, range
seedling, pit pondsandfeediotand
fieldwindbreaks. Water conserva-
tionpracticesinexistingirrigation
systemswereal soincludedincost
sharing.

The conservation district in
partnership with the Natural Re-
sourcesConservation Servicehad
$324,127inEnvironmental Qual-
ity Incentives Program contracts.

Donna Haegavethetreasurer’s
report. She said at the end of the
year the balance forward was
$4,826; withreceiptsof: county al -
lotment, $9,000; state allotment,
$11,655; interest, $18; and trans-
fer from enterprise, $7,000; for a
total of $27,673; and disburse-
mentswere: wagesand withhold-
ing, $20,344; workerscompensa-
tionand healthinsurance, $3,066;
duesand fees, $500; grant expen-
ditures, $3,750; miscellaneous,
$2,236; and salestax, $5; for ato-
tal of $29,900; and a balance of
$2,599.

In the enterprise fund, the bal-
ance forward was $6,758; with
receipts of: sale of merchandise,
including grass seed, trees, weed
barrier andflags, $25,343; annual
meeting, $1,782; and miscella-
neous, $675; for atotal of $27,800;
and expenditureswere: merchan-
dise, $15,772; contract |abor,
$1,934; annual meeting, $$2,643;
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supervisor expenses, $1,462;
transfers, $7,000; office expense,
$1,194; miscellaneous, $641; and
dues and fees, $503; for total of
$31,149; and a fund balance of
$3,409withsavingsat $84,864 for
atotal balance of $90,872.71.

Plaques were given out to the
county’s poster contest, limerick
contest and essay contest winners.
Zoey Meyersreceived an honor-
able mention at the state contest
for her essay.

The county winners were:
poster — first and second grade:
KaylaCoffey, first; Wyatt Harting,
second; and Kortney Cunning-
ham, third; thirdandfourthgrade:
Joseph Schaefers, first; JuliaKent,
second; and Lane Vanover, third;
fifth and sixth grade: Brett Pulec,
first; Seth Antrim, second; and
Michael Courtain, third; limerick
—KatieGross, first; SophieMills,
second; and David Puent, third;
essay — Dakota Dreher, first;
KaidMcKenna, second; andK atie
Gross, third.

Nomineesfor theopen supervi-
sor positions were Mr. Harting,
Robert Clydesdale and Michael
David. Mr. Harting and Mr. Cly-
desdale were both re-elected to
three-year terms.

Jail fight
damages
clothing

A fight at the Norton
County Jail left aprisoner was
acut scalpandanofficer with
aruined set of clothing.

While the Norton County
Sheriff’'s Department was
booking Roy Gilbertonawar-
rant from Anderson County
onDec. 27, hebecameviolent
and assaulted Deputy Greg
VanDiest, saidNorton County
Sheriff Troy Thomson. When
Deputy VanDiest triedtosub-
due him, Mr. Gilbert cut his
head.

The Norton County Emer-
gency Medical Service was
called. Sheriff Thomson said
when he got to the jail, Mr.
Gilbert was trying to assault
Acting Ambulance Director
Andy Nielsen.

Sheriff Thomson said he
got Mr. Gilbert under control,
andintheprocessgotbloodall
over hisclothing, which was
ruined.
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80 Acres of Farm Ground
«Two Bedroom, One Bath Home
in Logan. Needs TLC
«320 Acres of Grass and Farmland—
North Edge of Graham County
«160 Acres of Farm Ground—
North Edge of Graham County

)

«Close to Logan on Cactus Creek—
200 Acres with House and
Outbuildings. Lots of Wildlife!

ConTACT: LARRY RIGGS
WITH THE GOrRDON COMPANY
785-689-4845



