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Norton junior guard Nathan Morse hits ajump shot during the Blue Jays’ 62-50 Mid-
Continent League win at Stockton on Thursday. Morse was really on target, hitting
three shots from beyond the arc and two from two-point range for 13 points.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

Blue Jay boys extend record
to 14-6 with win at Stockton

By DICK BOYD

Coach Doug Reusink’sNorton
Community High School boys
varsity basketball team warmed
upfor sub-statetournament action
thisweek with a62-50 Mid-Con-
tinent League win at Stockton on
Thursday evening to extend their
season record to 14-6 and tie for
second in the final league stand-
ings.

“Wedidn't start out shootingthe
ball very well but wedidagoodjob
of workingthroughthat and build-
ing agood lead by halftime,” said
Coach Reusink.

“We lost some intensity in the
second half, especially in the
fourth quarter, letting Stockton
back inthe game.

“It wasn't pretty but it was a
leaguewin on theroad.”

With senior guard Ryan Maddy
hitting four baskets and senior
guardAaron Overleaseand senior
forward Justin Shirk each swish-
ingafieldgoal, Nortontook al12-
9 lead by theend of thefirst quar-
ter.

Overleaseand Shirk ledtheway
offensively in Norton's 24 point
second quarter. Overleasewason
target frombeyondthearcashehit
twotreysinadditiontoatwo-point
basket. Shirk scored eight points
onfour basketsinthepaint. Senior
guard Seth Mills, junior guard
Nathan Morse and junior center
Heath Vincent each hit a basket
and senior guard Kyle Kats hit
two-of-twofromthecharity stripe.

Stockton scoredonly 7 pointsin
the second quarter, allowing
Norton to extend their advantage
to 36-16 at intermission.

TheTigerswould not go away,
however, and playedtheBlueJays
on even termsin thethird quarter
when Norton outscored them by
just 18-17 to makeit a54-36 con-
test.

Morse was red hot from long
rangeasheburiedthreeshotsfrom
beyond the arc. Overlease hit his
third trey of the gamein addition
to atwo-point shot and Maddy hit
two more field goals for the Jays
inthethird stanza.

TotheTigers credit, they con-
tinued to battle and outscored
Norton 17-8inthefinal quarter to
cut the Jays' final margin of vic-
tory down to 12 points. Morse,
Overlease and Shirk each hit a
basket and Katsand Vincent each
swished afreethrow for Nortonin
thefourth stanza.

Leading scorer for Norton was
Overleasewith 17 pointson 3 of 6
fromlong range for 50 percent, 4
of 7two-point shotsfor 57 percent
and 7 of 13 overall for 54 percent
marksmanship.

Morsealso scorched thenetsas
hehit 13 pointson3of 5fromlong
range for 60 percent, 2 of 3 two-
point attemptsfor 67 percent and
5of 8overall for 63 percent accu-
racy.

Shirk and Maddy each hit 12
points. Shirk swished 6 of 10from
thefieldfor 60 percent and M addy
hit 6 of 8fromtwo-point rangefor
75 percent. He missed four trey
triesand ended 6 of 12 for 50 per-
cent accuracy.

BlaiseKriley wasleading scorer
for Stockton with 14 points; Jor-
dan Stithemadded 11 pointstothe
Tiger total.

Asateam, Norton swished 6 of
20three-point triesfor 30 percent,
20 of 40two-point attemptsfor 50
percentand 26 of 60 overall for 43
percent.

Stockton connected on 5 of 19
trey triesfor 26 percent, 15 of 31
two-point attemptsfor 48 percent
and20of 50overall for 40 percent.

TheBlueJayshitacold 4 of 11
free throws for 36 percent com-
paredto5of 7for 71 percentby the
Tigers.

Norton was outrebounded 32-
22. The Blue Jays grabbed 11 of -
fensive and 11 defensive caroms
andtheTigerspulled down 13 of -
fensiveand 19 defensive boards.

Overlease, Maddy and Vincent
eachgrabbed4 reboundsfollowed
by Shirk, 3; Morse, Kats, Mills, 2
each; Josh Jackson, 1.

Katsand Maddy eachblocked 1
shot.

The Blue Jays had 16 steals.
Overleaseledwith 6, followed by

Kats, 5; Maddy, 3; Shirk, 2.

Norton also had 21 offensive
assists. Katswastheleader with 8,
followedby Overlease, 5; Maddy,
4; Morse, Mills, 2 each.

TheBlueJayshad just 13 turn-
overs and the Norton defense
caused Stockton to turn the ball
over 26 times.

Junior varsity won

Coach David Stover’s Norton
junior varsity boys quintet de-
feated Stockton 50-31.

Nortonheldquarter leadsof 15-
13 and 36-20 in the three-quarter
length contest.

Jared Engelbert led Norton in
scoring with 14 points, followed
by Jared Cox, 10; Brian
Juenemann, Wes Georgeson, 7
each; Logan Kats, 6; Preston
Herman, 4; Zach Dole, 2.

Kyle Weiser led Stockton in
scoring with 14 points.

Next action

The Norton boys are seeded
No.1in the Class 3A Sub-State
Basketbal | Tournamentwhichwill
beheldthisweek. Cimarronisthe
host school but first round games
will be played in the gyms of the
higher seeded teams.

Norton is scheduled to play
No0.8 seed Hoisington at 7 p.m.
today in the Memorial Gym in
Norton.

GAME STATISTICS

Norton boys62

FGs FTs TP
2s 3s M-A

NathanMorse 2 3 0-0 13
KyleKats 00 34 3
Seth Mills 10 02 2
AaronOverlease 4 3 0-0 17
Ryan Maddy 6 0 0012
Justin Shirk 6 0 0212
HeathVincent 1 0 1-2 3
TOTALS 20 6 4-10 62

Stockton boys50
BlaiseKriley 7 0 0014
David Earl 11 00 5
LoganBennett 1 0 2-2 4
LenedlWeiser 2 1 24 9
Jordan Stithem 1 3 0-0 11
LukeKriley 30 11 7
TOTALS 15 5 5750

Norton girls defeat Stockton;
remain undefeated In league

By DICK BOYD

Coach Kevin Jilka's Norton
Community High School girls
varsity basketball team defeated
Stockton 60-300n Thursday night
in Stockton to add an undefeated
Mid-Continent L eague season to
their league tournament champi-
onship.

The No. 10 state ranked Lady
Jaysextendedtheir overall record
to 16-4 with Sub-State Tourna-
ment play beginningtoday at 5:30
p.m. versus Hoisington in the
Memorial Gymin Norton.

Nortonled 9-4 after onequarter
but a 17-9 second quarter in the
Lady Jays favor put Nortonahead
26-13 at intermission. Norton
outscored Stockton 16-6 in the
third periodtotakeacommanding
42-19 advantage into the final

| stanza where they outscored the

Lady Tigers 18-11.

In the first quarter, Norton's
points came on athree-point bas-
ket by senior guard Amber
Engelbert and two-point field
goals by junior centers Chelsea
Cox and Becca Ebert and junior
guard Karlie Jones.

The Lady Jays continued to
scorefromboththeperimeter and
thepaintinthesecond quarter. In-
side, Cox hitthreebasketsandtwo
freethrowsand, fromtheoutside,
Engelbert hittwomorefieldgoals,
junior guardWhitney Newell bur-
ied a three-pointer and junior
guardKlaireMannswished abas-
ket..

Afterintermission, Cox’steam-
mates continued tofeed her inthe
paint and theresult wasfour more
baskets and a free throw in the
third quarter and two baskets and
acharity inthefinal stanza.

Ebert and Engelbert each hit
another basketinthethird quarter
and Joneshit her only basket from
beyondthearc.

In the fourth quarter, Newell
foundtherangeonthreetwo-point
baskets, junior guardAmber Over-
lease, senior guard Jessi Duscher,
and Engel bert each hit abasketand
junior guard Chelle Donovan
swished afreethrow.

“Weplayed agood game,” said
Coach Jilka. “We had an advan-
tage inside and that helped. We
wereableto play anumber of dif-
ferent combinations of players.

“It was nice to be able to go
through the league undefeated. |
was not sure that could be done
when the season started.

“Winning the league tourna-
mentwasalsoaplus. |’ mproud of
our girlsandtheir performancein
the first part of the season. Now,
it'stime for the second part. It's
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suddendeaththistimeof year. We
needtobeready for Hoisingtonin
the first round of the sub-state.
WEe' recapableof winningthetour-
nament but wemust play uptoour
abilities.”

Cox was leading scorer for
Nortonwith 24 pointson 10 of 19
fromthefieldfor 53 percentand4
of 8fromthefreethrow linefor 50
percent.

Engelbert added 11 pointson 1
of 3 from beyond the arc for 33
percent, 4 of 5 from two-point
range for 80 percent and 5 of 8
overall for anet-smoking 63 per-
cent accuracy.

Newell tallied 9 points on 50
percent shooting. Shewas 1 of 2
from long range and 3 of 6 from
two-point land.

Kayla Damrow was leading
scorer for Stockton with 8 points.
Savannah Lowry added 7 points
for the Lady Tigers.

Asateam, Nortonconnectedon
3of 11 frombeyondthearcfor 27
percent, 23 of 51 from two-point
range for 45 percent and 26 of 62
overall for 42 percent.

Stocktonmissedbothtreytries,
hit 10 of 27 two-point attemptsfor
21 percent and was 10 of 49 over-
all for 20 percent.

Norton continued to struggle at
thefreethrow linewherethelL ady
Jayshitjust5of 12for 42 percent.
Stockton connected on 10 of 17
charity triesfor 59 percent.

Norton outrebounded Stockton
34-30. TheL ady Jayspulleddown
14 offensiveand 20defensivecar-
omscomparedtothelLady Tigers
16 offensive and 14 defensive
boards.

Cox hadadouble-doublefor the
contest as she pulled down 12 re-
bounds to go with her 24 points.
Ebert grabbed 8 caroms, followed
by Engelbert, 5; Newell, 3; Jones
and Duscher, 2 each; Mann, Over-
lease, 1 each.

Both teams had 9 stealsin the
contest. Duscher was the thefts
leader for Nortonwith 3, followed
by Newell, Cox, 2 each; Mann,
Ebert, 1 each.

TheLady Jayshad 17 offensive
assists but Stockton had 21.
Newell was assists |eader for
Norton with 6, followed by
Rachael Lentz, 3; Cox, Jones, 2
each; Donovan, Ebert, Duscher,
Maggie Nielsen, 1 each.

Norton had 14 turnovers but
Stockton turned the ball over 21
times.

Junior varsity won

TendifferentNortonjunior var-
sity girlsscoredtodefeat Stockton
52-30andgivejunior varsity girls
coach GeorgeRoss his200thjun-

ior varsity win in 14 years of
coaching at Norton.

TheL ady Jaysheld quarter ad-
vantages of 20-6, 29-11 and 40-
19.

Leading scorers for Norton
were Chantille Campbell and
Maggie Nielsen with 10 points
each, followed by Chelle
Donovan, 7; Rachael Lentz, 6;
Lacey Roe, 5; Amber Overlease,
Lacy Ellis, 4 each; Haley Jones,
Amber Waggoner, KylieMorel, 2
each.

Chelsey Kriley led Stockton
with 6 points; KaylaDamrow and
Heather Murchie each added 5
points.

“Thiswasagoodway toendthe
season,” said Coach Rossi. “ Our
girlsplayed asolid gameall four
guarters. We moved theball well,
allowing many girlsto score.

“Thesegirlsdid agreat job this
year. Many of them had never
playedtogether and, astheseason
progressed, they continued to get
better. Thesearethegirlswhowill
beleading theteam in thecoming
years. They must understand that
you have to work on weaknesses
intheoffseasoninorder tobecome
abetter player andthey must never
be satisfied with where they are
with their skills.

“We are very proud of their ef-
fort. | enjoyed this group a great
deal. Several of these girls have
played some junior varsity for
three years and | will miss them
greatly.”

The Norton junior varsity girls
compiled an outstanding 12-3
record this season.

Next action

TheNo. 2seededNortonvarsity
girls quintet is scheduled to play
Hoisington at 5:30 p.m. today in
the Memorial Gym in Norton in
thefirstroundof theClass3A Sub-
State Basketball Tournament.

GAME STATISTICS
Norton girls60

FGs FTs TP

2s3s M-A
Whitney Newell 3 1 00 9
ChelseaCox 10 0 4824
KlaireMann 10 00 2
Amber Overlease 1 0 0-0 2
ChelleDonovan 0 0 1-2 1
BeccaEbert 20 02 4
Karlie Jones 11 005
Amber Engelbert 4 1 0-0 11
Jessi Duscher 10 00 2
TOTALS 23 3 51260

Stockton girls30

AllisonBaughman2 0 2-4 6
ReneeBerkley 2 0 2-2 6
MarissaTankersleyl 0 1-2 3
KaylaDamrow 3 0 2-2 8
SavannahLowry 2 0 3-7 7
TOTALS 10 010-17 30

Norton junior center Chelsea Cox gets loose inside to score during the Lady Jays’ 60-
30 Mid-Continent League win at Stockton on Thursday evening. Cox scored 24 points
and pulled down 12 rebounds in the victory.

— Telegram photo by Dick Boyd.



