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\Would Kansas voters
choose to limit
government growth?

We’re starting to hear in Kansas about something called TABOR,

the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights.

It’s a scheme for limiting the growth of government, first ap-
plied in Colorado. Some people would like to try it here.
A lot of people would hate to see it tried here, but most of them

are dining at the state’s table.

The idea is controversial. Opponents say it has hamstrung
Colorado government. Others say that might not be such a bad

idea.

We can tell you from experience, though, that property taxes
are lower in Colorado, sometimes less than half what they are in

Kansas.

Roads are better today than what they were when TABOR came

into being.

City, county and school governments function as usual. Stu-
dents are taught. Streets are cleaned. Sewers run. Roads are

graded.

Kansas government has grown like a mushroom in the last 45
years. Kansas taxes have kept pace.

Maybe some limits are in order.

We’ve been saved from major tax increase by a conservative
majority in the Legislature, but there’s no saying it’ll always be

that way.

Opponents of tax limits say they haven’t worked well in Colo-
rado, especially when the economy went down. But all states
were in a squeeze then. So were taxpayers.

Kansas sponsors say they see the problems with the Colorado
law, and know how to avoid them.

There are as many pressure groups pushing for bigger state
government as there are state programs. No one really lobbies for
the taxpayers in Topeka, but every state program has its lobby.

Some, like schools, have three or four.

All these groups hate tax limits. They represent public employ-
ees, public officials, social services clients and a host of others who
suck tax money out of the state coffers.

That money comes from all of us.

We’re not saying the state has no needs.

We are saying the state could use some limits.

And this idea is worth looking at.

In Colorado, by the way, the Legislature never would pass a bill

Instituting tax and budget limits.

There was a petition drive. The TABOR measure had to go to the
voters as a constitutional amendment. They saw the logic, even if

their representatives did not.

What would happen if Kansas voters got a chance to pass on

something like this?
We’d like to see.

— Steve Haynes
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The Norton Telegramencourages L et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L ettersshouldbebrief, clearandto
the point. They must be signed and carry
theaddressand phonenumber of theauthor.

L etterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publishat-
tackson privateindividualsor businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.
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Patty cake, patty cake, baker'sman..

very now and then | get the “ bak-
ing bug,” and this Saturday past
wasone of thosedays.

| had apples setting on the counter that
were approaching the “use ‘em or lose

em” stage. Sincewedon’t havechickens
anymore, it really painsmetothrow food
away. When the henswere here, even if
something“wentbad,” youdidn'tfeel too
guilty, because they could “recycle” ev-
erything back into somethingusable, like
€ggs.

Wegot homelateFriday night, but | set
out my suppliesand mixed up thedry in-
gredientsfor pie. Half thebattleisgetting
started.

Up before six on Saturday, | had apie
baking by 6:30 am. When Jim awoke, to
thearomaof applepie, it seemed towhet
his appetite because he said, “ Breakfast
burritos sound good thismorning.”

| thought they sounded good, too. Ex-
cept for one thing. There were no flour
tortillasinthe house. Not one.

Have no fear. The Internet is here. A
quick search online produced a simple

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

recipe. And after watching women in
Mexico make tortillas, | determined |
could handle it. Flour, baking powder,
salt, oil and milk aretheonly ingredients.
A littlekneading, afew minutesrest (the
dough, not me), and | wasready toroll out
tortillas.

Jim was enlisted to bake them on the
griddleandwesoon had anassembly line
going. | will never winaprizefor “thefast-
esttortillaroller-outer,” but asfar astaste
wasconcerned, they couldholdtheir own.
| may never go back to store-bought tor-
tillas.

Theday wasnot evenathirdover and|
had already completedtwo* SusieHome-

maker” projects. | wasonaroll.

Recently, | have been involved with
mentoring program called “ Apples of
Gold”. Mature women from our church
have partnered with younger women to
learn about and practice cooking and en-
tertaining skills. Guesswhich group I’ m
in.

Anyway, each lesson addresses some
basi c cooking techniquesand culminates
withameal. One of my favorite desserts
was creme brulee. For some reason, Sat-
urday seemed like the perfect timeto try
it. | had plenty of cream (the real heavy
whipping kind) and eggs on hand.

Creme brulee is served in many finer
restaurants. Usually, thecrunchy topping
is prepared tableside by a French waiter
withanattitude, usingablow torchtomelt
the brown sugar.

| achieved the same results with the
oven broiler, eventhoughit lacked some
of theambiance.

Thisisthe most heavenly dessert, but
it shouldcomewithawarninglabel: “ Ap-
ply directly to thighsand massagewell.”

Technology Isamazing, yet frustrating

hat would we do if we hadn’t
had children?” the hubby
asked the other night.

Hewasn’t referring to how empty our
lives would have been; he was wonder-
ingwhomhewouldhavegottentotrouble

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Woman disagrees with columnist on Schaivo case

Dear Editor:

Inresponseto Mary Kay Woodward' s
editorial onTerry Schaivo. Thank Godwe
have a President and Congress who be-
lievein life because we sure can’t trust
these so-called judgeswho makeuptheir
ownrules.

Asfor President Bushandhishbelief for

capital punishment— that hasabsol utely
nothing to do with keeping an innocent
person aive. Terry can talk, laugh and
respondto people. Sheisnot dyingor ter-
minaly ill; sheisnot brain dead or in a
coma. Sheisnot onaheart pump, breath-
ing machine or any kind of medication.
All sheneedsisfood just likeyouand .
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Terryisotherwiseahealthy, mentally dis-
abled woman.

As far as her marriage is concerned,
Michael Shaivo hasbeen livingwith an-
other woman for years, hastwo children
withher andfor somereasonwantsTerry
dead.

Hmm, could it betheinsurance money
hehason her.?

He has goneto every measure to deny
her any and all forms of therapy the last
13years.I'msurel’ dwant ahusbandlike
thislooking after my best interests.

Also, becareful to say that anyoneliv-
inginthisway only hashopeindeath. The
sanctity of lifel SNOT determined by the
quality of it. If these people are allowed
to starve to death an innocent woman,
wherewill it end? Paraplegics, mentally
handicapped, and the elderly are not far
off if wedon't stop thisinsanity.

Onemorething— our country wasnot
founded onindividualismor tolerance. It
was founded on Christian biblical prin-
ciplesand GodvaluesALL life.

Anotherimportantissue: Vote Y ESon
April 5 for the Marriage Amendment to
protect the institution of marriage be-
tween oneman and onewoman! Without
thisproposition, marriage could berede-
fined by thelegislatureor activist judges.
Please get out and vote.

Stacy Richmond
Norton, Kan.
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shoot the cell phone.

Information technology isboth agreat
thing and agreatly annoying thing.

At times| have thought | would have
givenmy firstbornjusttogettotalk toan
actual person rather than listen to one
more automated answering system.

But pretty soon|’ dbetradinginthesec-
ond andthenthethird. Then I’ d be out of
kidsand | wouldn’t have any more tech
support for the computer.

Information — | used to think it didn’t
really havethat muchimpact ontheevery-
day livesof most peopleontheplanet earth.

Inthelast century | think it wasrevolu-
tionary to a Kansas housewife that she
could wash her clothes in an automatic
washer versusthecreek bed. Usingatele-
phone or acomputer takesapoor second
inmy mind.

In my Grandma'’s lifetime the Wright
Brothers made the first flight and Nell
Armstrong walked on the moon. Wow!

| guess| have awaysbeen alittle dis-
appointed because | watched the Jetsons
growingupand my lifedidn’t end up be-
inganythinglikethat. (I want oneof those
cars!)

| supposemy lifecouldbemorelikethe
Jetsonsif I'd get over theideathat | need
to cook. It just astounds methat they sell
bacon precooked. But still the house
needs to be cleaned and the lawn needs
mowed.

Thenthereisthelaundry. | seemtore-
member an ideaof paper clothesback in

the 60s. Whatever happened to that?

Recent events have made me realize;
information doesmake adifference.

| watch thenewsand am amazed to see
the movement toward democracy in the
Middle East. The pundits all want their
sidetogetthecredit but whenit getstothe
bottom line they mostly end up agreeing
thereasonfor thechangesisinformation.

No matter who you are or what you dc
—youcan'thideit.

Andonceit’ sout thereothersaregoing
tosay, “Hey — weshould do that, that’ s
areally goodidea.”

Or maybethey will say, “that isabhor-
rent and hasto be stopped now”.

Theinteresting thingisthat good ideas
seemtolack bordersand transcendthings
likereligion, cultureand history.

Thereisaquotel like, “Weareal in
thistogether. What | lack, youlack. What
causesmepainwill eventually causeyou
pain.”

Technology makes it easy to see the
disparities. It opensthemindsof thehaves
and hopefully inspiresthemto find ways
to spread thewealth.

Itallowsthehave-notsto seewhat they
might gain with afree and open society.
They can make up their minds without
having the information skewed by their
government or religiousleaders.

Certainly developing countries and
countriesunder dictatorshipsdonot have
the technology we have in the U.S. But
don’t underestimateits power.

What an excitingworldwelivein.

And, as we sit here trying to get our
messages off the cell phone the Hubby
and | agree: — the greatest fringe benefit
of the changes brought about by global
technology is surely somewhere in the
world thereisbound to be someone wha
canwritean owner’ smanual we can un-
derstand.
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