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Only the new pope
knows what changes
will be made

And so the world pauses to applaud a new pope.

Everyone wonders what will change.

The short answer is, not much. The long answer, everything.

The world’s watchers have been studying every paper and
speech penned by the man known for 78 years as Joseph
Ratzinger. They hope to predict what he’ll do.

But when a man becomes pope, he takes on more than a new
set of clothes. The job is for life. In that way, it’s like being el-

evated to the Supreme Court.

As Benedict XVI, the pope may look to his fellow cardinals for
advice, but he will turn also to God. And God may be less easy to

predict.

His final sermon as Cardinal Ratzinger was conservative and
orthodox. Yet his first acts as pope have been to reach out to the
world — to Jews, Muslims, the Orthodox church and others.

The world’s leaders went to Rome, first for the funeral of John
Paul I, then for the installation of Benedict. It’s amazing, the awe
inspired in all the world, and not just Roman Catholics, by the

office of pope.

Far from being “just” the leader of a billion Catholics, the pope
inspires reverence throughout Western civilization, indeed,

throughout the world.

The man who presides over the Holy See stands, tradition tells
us, in a direct line from the Apostle Peter as Bishop of Rome. His
office makes him the most prominent Christian leader, though he But, who' s counting?
heads a church that is fractious and, as some see it, ridden with

problems.

Don’t forget, though, that the 2,000-year-old Roman church is
also the world’s oldest bureaucracy. Change does not come
quickly to such a venerable organization.

But change will come. Only the pope, and his chief adviser,

know what it will be.
Here’s a guess.

I don’t expect to see a woman priest in a Catholic pulpit, notin
my lifetime. That tradition is too well ingrained.

| think we might see married priests. The celibate clergy is a
relatively new rule, only a few centuries.

| think the church will respond more to the need to clean up its
own act. The child-sex scandal has cost the American church too
much in terms of money, respect and members to ignore.

While the American church is a small part of the whole, the
Cardinals surely can’t condone any of what happened.

Whatever happens won’t satisfy many, and it won’t make the
church any more perfect than it has been throughout history.

We expect perfection in matters of God, but we forget that the
church is made up of men — members, priests, bishops, popes —
who are as all sinners, imperfect beings doing their best in the

service of the Lord.

Like us all, to struggle on, doing the best they can.
The new pope has a great opportunity, in the next year, or the
next decade, to advance the work of the church and the cause

world peace and solidarity.

Let us all — Catholic, Protestant, Jew, the unchurched and even
the unbelieving — say a prayer for Benedict XVI, that the Lord will
lead him down whatever path he has planned for him.

The world likely will be a better place. If nothing else, it’ll be a

fascinating trip.

LE

— Steve Haynes

ERTO THEEDITOR:

Man agrees with tax money editoria

To TheEditor:

| thoroughly agreewiththeeditorial by
SteveHaynesintheApril 19Norton Tele-
gram,“ Tax Money Shouldn'tBeUsedTo
Sue State”.

It is my understanding, also, that the
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Sheep make fine lawnmowers

t's been three weeks, two days, six
hoursand 39 minutessincethesatel -
litetelevisionwascut of f at our house.

Tosay | don't missit at all would bea
lie. But, thetruth is, we're getting along
very nicely without it. We are using the
television set towatch good, wholesome
videos without the danger of being am-
bushed by advertisingthat bordersonthe
edge of soft porn.

Wearereading more. Jimisdevouring
material on creationism, playing hisgui-
tar and working on his sermons.

| finished abook by Dr. Laura, “The
Proper Care and Feeding of Husbands,”
abook | would highly recommend; have
started another on financial indepen-
dence; and caught uponmy past i ssuesof
“Reader’ sDigest.”

We are getting to bed earlier, which
hel ps both our dispositions. And my co-
workershavenoticedthat I’ vebeen clock-
inginafew minutesearlier, which helps
my boss’ disposition.

—ob—

Wewentto L awrencelast weekendand

by thetimewegot home, recuperated, and

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

took alook around the place, weeds had
just about taken over.

The back lot, where we “ pasture” our
calveswhen they get big enough, looked
likeit needed abaler.

When | called my friend Patsy to seeif
shewouldbeinterestedin®rentingout” a
couple of her sheep, | don't think she
thought | was serious. But, wewere.

Sheep are the best four-legged lawn
mowersyou can have. Thelucky twowe
got from Patsy think they havelandedin
themiddleof “ cheat-grassheaven.” And,
they’re just big ol’ pets. When we walk
to the fence, they come running, hoping
to get their heads scratched.

Grandchildren of oneof our neighbors
came over to see the sheep and our two

baby calves. They aretownkidswholove
to play on our swing and see what new
animalswe might have.

Jimwashbuilding astorage shedinside
the sheep pen that day and was only half
listening when they told him they were
going to feed the calves. “ Okay. What-
ever,” washiscomment.

L ater that night, long after thekids hac
gone home, Jim went out to feed the
calves and wondered why their pellets
wouldn’tgointothefeeder. Hecameback
in the house, laughing. “I guessthey re-
ally did feed the calves,” he said. “ The
feedtroughwaspacked solidwithgrass.”
No harm done, except for afew calf pel-
letsontheground.

—ob—

My daughter and her family movedtc
anew house over the weekend. Karg
called melast night and said shethought
she had found all the food boxes. |
talked with my 6-year-old granddaugh-
ter, Taylor, and found out shelikes the
house and really likes the idea of hav-
ing abig back yard to run and play in.
Evenif it doesn’t haveaswimming pool
like her old house.

Tolerance isn’t the same as doing

woman | admire very much ac
A cused meof promotingtolerance

in my recent columns. | have
givenmuchthought tothat accusationand
| doindeed plead guilty.

To metolerating others behavior does
not mean | have to adopt that particular
behavior asmy way of lifenor do | have
tofeel it asathreat tomy life.

The analogy was made of one going
downthestreet shooting othersasunnatu-
ral. No argument there; but in awar situ-
ation, suchaslraqg, isthat unnatural or are

legislators make the laws and the courts - wejustified?

shouldinterpretandenforcethelaws.’m
afraid too many want, and are trying, to
betheboss.

Jesus did not take up armsto convert;
Hedid sowith exampleand love.
I's capital punishment natural law or

W.A.White murder?Isalifeonly alifewhenwemake
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the determination it is an innocent one?
Oriscapital punishment, asoneof our law
enforcement friends used to state, retro-
activeabortion?

Isgay marriage* unnatural” ?

| have been blessed throughout my life
with gay and straight friends. Theissues

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Phase |

Mary Kay
Woodyard

that separate them have little or nothing
todowiththeir sexuality. | valuewhothey
are, not what they are.

Should gay marriage belegalized?

| don’t know. | tend to believeit, like
medical mattersarepersonal issuesnotin
need of government intervention. | do
believeeveryoneisentitledtohavea” per-
son of contact” as a beneficiary or asa
partner onagroup health policy. Whether
that personisapartner, aspouseor apar-
ent matterslittle to me. What mattersto
meisfor each persontobeentitledtoshare
their lifein the fullest according to their
definition of therelationship.

WRITE:

We do not publish anonymousletters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto

Theseindividualswhoval uetherecog-
nized presence of God in their life, want
the validation of aceremony. | can give
thegift of acceptance, God candecideits
appropriateness.

A mere 40 yearsago, inter-racial mar-
riage was considered “unnatural”. Over
theyears, the definition has shifted.

My mother, in her many years of wit-
nessing changes in society, was always
quick to remind me each person held
equal valuein God' s eyes. Judgment i<
his, shewouldtell me; toleranceismine.

| used to have an ad from our church
newspaper hanging on the back of my
front door so | could seeit as| went out
into theworld.

Below theportrait of Jesus’, facewere
thewords, “ Remember, Jesusdiedtotake
away your sins, not your mind.”

Whenever | start to falter and think |
have al theanswers| am reminded that,
althoughcreatedinHisimage, | amalong
way from understanding the many intri-
caciesof thisGod-givenlife.

theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson private individuals or businesses
whichdo not pertaintoapublicissue.
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