Local control

might be the answer

Much is being made of the fact that property taxes have gone
up since Kansas changed the school finance formulain 1992.

It’s true, but it may not be such a bad thing.

On one hand, property taxes are most unpopular with the
voters. On the other hand, it brings control of spending back to a
school district’s voters, who can approve (or deny) a property tax

increase.

Voters have little control over statewide tax increases, except for

the legislators they elect.

Kansans have elected conservative members who have voted,
over the last decade, to reduce state taxes and to give schools

more control over their own fate.

People don’t seem to mind. In fact, in elections last year, they
voted in more conservatives, ousting some liberal members who

had pushed for a tax increase.

It’s hard to read that election as a cry for higher state taxes, no
matter what the needs. From here, it looks like voters want the
state to hold the line on spending.

There are some problems with that idea. For one thing, allow-
ing local control means school spending will be less “equal”
across the state. That may create an opening for those who decry
difference in spending from one district to another, creating yet

another excuse for a lawsuit.

The original school “equalization” plan was crafted to avoid just
that problem. It took all taxing decisions out of local hands.

By opening up a route for “rich” districts to spend more on their
students, the Legislature may be asking for another round of legal

problems.

There is a good argument for letting voters decide on tax in-
creases. All Kansans think schools are important. Most of us think
they are the No. 1 job of government. That doesn’t mean they

have a blank check.

People in one town may think schools are a little more impor-
tant than the next. Voters may approve a levy increase or bond
Issue in one district, but not the next. That kind of community
decision making is the bedrock of our democracy, but it was
missing from the state-run school system for a long time.

Election after election has shown that, if school officials make a
compelling case, they’ll get a yes vote. And that is as it should be.

None of this will mean much if the state Supreme Court takes
over the schools, however. The court ordered the Legislature to
make “suitable” provision for education, without defining suit-

able.

It could mean the $173 million the Legislature scraped up this
year, or the $1 billion consultants suggested a couple of years
ago. It’s hard to imagine the court trying to order a $1 billion tax

increase, but it could happen.

Asitis, the Legislature put what it could find into schools and
left the rest to local board and local voters. You have to believe

that they will do the right thing.

Is local control of schools and school budgets really such a bad
thing? It worked for a couple of centuries, and it might just work

again.
Why not try?

— Steve Haynes
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Sprlng can be found in the animals

tensto proveit. Thefirst mamawas

S0-0-0-0 big, but she had only three.
Thekittensarebigthough, so maybethat
iswhy.

Mama was very accommodating and
hadtheminthedoghousewherel caneas-
ily keepaneyeonthem. Twoyellow ones
and oneblack and white.

| thought (judging by the size) that the
second mamahadtobeawaysoff, but she
had herstwo dayslater. | couldn’t find
them. | watched her but she seemed con-
tenttositinfront of thepatiodoor andlook
atme.

| figured shedidn’t know what shedid
withthemor theTomgot them. Then| got
to watching the dog. She kept sniffing
around sometall grass.

Sure enough — five very tiny yellow
kittens. Both the mamas are calicos —
guesswhat the Tom lookslike?

| hunted upabox and somebeddingand
threw the kittens and the mamain there.
She actually was interested in them. |
guesssheknew shehad not picked avery
good placetogivebirthand wastryingto
tell meto help her out.

The dog was very disappointed | took
them away — since she has been spayed

I tistruly spring; wehavethebaby kit-
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| think sheisafrustrated mother.

| couldtell shewasthinking, “If youall
would have let me have some babies |
would have better sense about thewhole
thing.”

ShechasesTomoff whenever hecomes
around. It does indeed take avillage to
raiseachild (of any species).

I’m happy because this will make it
easy to movethecats. Themamaswon’t
runoff whenthey havebabiesto carefor.

| am worried about the dog though. At
night, whenthethingsthat gobumpinthe
night are particularly bothering her, | go
tothepatiodoor andtalk toher. It’ sabond
we have.

“Y ou watch out for us and we will
watch out for you,” | tell her, and she
seemsto understand.

Thelack of apatiodoor at thenew house

isacauseof someconcern. | fear thedog
will not know what todoif shecannot | ook
inand seeus.

Whenwefirst started planning renova-
tionsit seemed very important to make e
“doggy viewing hole”. But we still
haven’t gotten that resolved.

| was always acat person but this dog
hasturned mearound.

Elizabethand K atewerehomeover the
weekend and they were picking on the
dog. They think sheneedstoloseweight.

“Look at her, she doesn’t even eat her
food, but she sits by her dish and grow!s
at thecatssothey can't eat it”.

Okay, sheisagreat dog but sheisstill 2
dog. She hasto keep some dignity; after
all she gave up her doghouse. Y ou can't
just let yourself get run over by abunch
of cats.

Unless you are the pet owner — then
they all run over you. A bag of cat food
every coupleof weeksand you are set.

Springisagreat timeto get anew pet.
Check-out thelocal animal shelter if you
need one. They will make sureyou have
ahealthy animal that issuited to you.

Y ouwill get moreout of it thanyou put
in.

Kansas products help feed world

ansans can be proud of the fact
that our state helps feed people
all around theworld.

Oneout of every two bushels of wheat
produced by Kansasfarmersissoldover-
seas. The new government of Irag, for
example, depends on usto help feed its
citizens. Likewise, our economy benefits
fromour agricultureproduction, generat-
ing morethan $9 billion in revenue each
year.

Seeking new international marketsfor
our products has been amajor priority
during my servicein Congress.

For several years, I’ vefocused on eas-
ing highly restricted agricultural trade
with Cuba. In2000, | visited Cubaand met
with Fidel Castro to discusstrade possi-
bilities, believing the country must be
viewed as along-term trade partner, not
ashort-term market.

Thishasnot beenwithout controversy.
Somepolicy makersstrongly opposeany
tradewith Cuba. | disagree. | don’tbelieve
food should be used as aforeign policy
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sas hard red winter wheat to Cuba. This
was the first sole-source verified ship-
ment from Kansas. The estimated value
of thisshipment is$3.2 million. Weneed
more of thistrade— not less.

In 2000, Cubawas the nation’ s 226th
largest agricultureexport market, and to-
day itisthe21st largest market with over
$1 hillion in total sales. My legislation
allows direct transactions between U.S.
and Cubanbanks, and easestravel restric-
tionsfor Americanstraveling to Cubato

market and sell their products.

Asmost Kansansinvolved in agricul-
ture know, the U.S. agriculture sector i<
struggling to continueitsimpressiverun
as anet exporter of ag products. In fact,
during Juneand August of 2004, theU.S.
imported more agriculture goods than it
exported.

Thisis aperfect time to take another
look at our policieswith Cuba.

If Cubais not buying wheat and other
agricultural productsfromKansansinthe
U.S., they will gotoother countries’ mar-
kets. The Cubanmarketisoneof themost
promising agriculture marketsto appear
in years, especialy with its geographic
locationanddesireto purchase American
products.

If Congressdoesnot act, wefacetolose
thiscritical market tocheaper, subsidized
products from Europe and South
America. That should not bethe answer.
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