
TELEGRAMTELEGRAM
T H E  N O R T O NT H E  N O R T O N

Vol. 98, No. 42

75 cents Sports:
Norton, Northern Valley,
Logan and Prairie Heights
athletes compete at state
track meet.

Pages 8, 10 & 12

Veterans:
Memorial Day observances
were held in cemeteries
around the area. More
pictures on

Page 5 & 7

Tuesday
May 31, 2005
Norton, Kansas

Home of Donna Millan

Briefly

The Norton Telegram  is being
sent to everyone in Norton
County today. There will be no
American Profile for those on mail
routes but anyone who wants the
free magazine can pick one up at
the newspaper office.

Today’s paper
sent to everyone

Forecast:
Tonight — Partly cloudy with lows in

the lower 50s. Northwest winds up to
10 mph. Wednesday — Partly cloudy
with highs in the upper 70s. North
winds up to 5 mph increasing to
southeast with gusts to 30 mph in the
afternoon. Wednesday Night — Partly
cloudy with lows in the upper 50s.
Southeast winds 10 to 15 mph with
gusts up to 30 mph early in the
evening. Thursday — Breezy and partly
cloudy with highs in the mid 80s.
Southeast winds 15 to 25 mph with
gusts to 40 mph.

Howell report:
Friday .......................... High 78, Low 45
Saturday .......................High 73, Low 49
Sunday ........................ High 66, Low 51

.15 of an inch of precipitation
Monday ........................High 63, Low 53

.52 of an inch of precipitation
Week ago .....................High 89, Low 61
Month ago .................. High 60, Low 30
Year ago .......................High 74, Low 46
May precipitation ................. 1.52 inches
Year-to-date precipitation ..... 7.40 inches

(Readings taken at the Paul and Pat Howell farm
10 Miles North and 1/3 Mile East of Norton)

God of all the world, give us the
courage to proclaim your love wher-
ever we are and in whatever we do.
Amen

Prayer

Weather

SSgts. Sandra  and Jeffrey Downing

The Norton County 4-H Shoot-
ing Sports will hold a 3D animal
shoot on Sunday to raise money.

The shoot will have a trickle start
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
Norton Prairie Dog State Park
archery range, north of the west
shower house in the northwest
corner of the park.

All donations will be used to
purchase equipment and help send
the state qualifiers to the national
competition in Columbia, Mo.

For more information, call John
Baker at 877-3253.

3D animal shoot
to help archers

Congressman
to be in Norton

The public is invited to visit with
Congressman Jerry Moran in
Norton at 12:30 p.m. Thursday.

The congressman is on his
annual listening tour and will be at
the “Also Ran Gallery” on the
mezzanine level at The First State
Bank, 105 W. Main.

Fallen veterans honored on Memorial Day

Clutching the flag, Boy Scout Chris Maddy
was ready to help raise the colors during
Norton’s Memorial Day ceremonies. Gil
Otter led the honor guard with Jake
Durham (far right) calling the orders.
  — Photos by Charlotte Stephenson and Cynthia Haynes

Norton graduate, husband
serving in U. S. armed forces

Despite gray skies and spatters of rain-
drops, about 100 people attended the an-
nual Memorial Day service at the Norton
Cemetery on Monday.

After conducting military honors at the
Grave of the Unknown Soldier, an honor
guard of veterans under the command of
Jake Durham marched up the road to be-
gin the observance.

After an invocation by the Rev. Wilmer
Severns, the boy scouts of troop 181
raised the flag and Koleen McMullen
sang the “Star Spangled Banner”.

Debra Terrell, commander of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, led the group in
saying the Pledge of Allegiance and the
presidents of The American Legion Aux-
iliary and the Veterans of Foreign Wars
Auxiliary Rita Minshall and Iva Gayle
Craig laid wreaths to honor deceased vet-

erans.
Miss McMullen sang “America the

Beautiful” and First Sergeant Abner Wil-

liams, a retired Army veteran from
Almena,  spoke on heroism, patriotism and
the reasons we observe Memorial Day.

“It is our sacred duty to keep the legacy
of our nation’s patriots forever fresh in the
memories of future generations,” he said.

“The freedoms that so many Americans
enjoy did not come cheaply. They were
paid for with the flesh and blood of Ameri-
can servicemen and women, and with the
tears of those whose lives were changed
forever by the loss of a loved one.

For more than 225 years, our military has
provided a defense against our enemies.

“The cost has been tremendous. Since
the Revolutionary War, more then 42
million men and women have served in
our military. More than 600,000 of those
brave, selfless warriors died in combat.

“As we remember these brave warriors

and their comrades in arms on this Memo-
rial Day, we must look to the future as well
as the past. In today’s world, freedom
comes cloaked in uncertainty. America
still relies on her sons and daughters to
defend her liberty. We all know that the
cost of independence remains high, but I
feel we are willing to pay for it.”

The honor guard fired a salute, “Taps”
was played by trumpeters Justin Scheimo
and Jeremy Wetter, Miss McMullen sang
“America” and the Rev. Severns gave the
benediction.

As soon as the honor guard had de-
parted and the crowd had been dismissed
to go to the Legion for lunch, little boys
started searching the ground for cartridges
and families moved off toward the graves
of loved ones to pray and place flowers.

And it started to rain again.

Staff Sergeant Sandra Downing, a
1992 graduate of Norton Community
High School, is stationed at Royal Air
Force Mildenhall, United Kingdom,
serving with the 100th Air Refueling
Wing, 100th Logistics Readiness
Squadron.

She was deployed in late March for
Operation Iraqi Freedom with the 379th
Air Expeditionary Wing, as a force pro-
tection agent at Al Udeid Air Base,
Doha, Qatar.

SSgt Downing enlisted in the Air
Force immediately after graduation.
She completed her basic training as the
honor graduate of her flight at Lackland
Air Force Base in Texas.

Her first assignment was Offutt Air
Force Base in Nebraska from 1992 to
1998, where she received the 1997
transportation professional of the year
award for Air Combat Command.

She has served in Operation South-
ern Watch, Dhahran and Riyadh, King-
dom of Saudi Arabia, 1994-’95; Opera-
tion Allied Force, Kosovo, supported
from Italy in 1999; Operation Coronet
East/Northern Watch, Iraq, supported
from Spain; humanitarian relief in
Mozambique, 2000; and Operation
Enduring Freedom, Afghanistan, 2001.

She was awarded the 2002 unit edu-
cation and training manager of the year
for service at Mildenhall.

Her parents are Eric and Beverly
Sidman, Norton. Her grandfather is
Ernest F. Sauer, Norton.

She has three sisters: Amanda and Ja-

son Hartley, Macon, Ill.; Carmen
Sidman, Kearney; and Joslyn and
Chris Henson, Norton.

Her husband, SSgt Jeffrey Downing,
is also in the Air Force. He graduated
from high school in Venice, Fla. and
attended Manatee Community College
before enlisting in 1992.

Shortly after getting married, the
Downings moved to Mildenhall,
where he serves with the 352nd Spe-
cial Operations Group, 352nd Mainte-
nance Squadron.

 He has served in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom, Afghanistan, supported
from Turkey 2001. He is deployed as
an avionics technician on Special Op-
erations MH-53 Pave Low Helicopters
for Operation Iraqi Freedom.

County hopes to open
new landfill by July 1

BB gun museum to open
(Continued on Page 5)

The Norton BB Gun teams are going to
be honored for all of their accomplish-
ments in a museum being put together by
the Rotary Club.

The grand opening of the museum will
be held Saturday and begin at 11 a.m. in
the Prairie Land Electric basement, fol-
lowed by lunch at 11:30 a.m.. The meal
will cost $7 per person and will be catered
by Town and Country Restaurant.

Introductions and presentations will be
at noon and then everyone will go to the
museum at 412 E. Holme at 1 p.m.

The museum will be open to the public
allowing everyone to view the teams’ tro-
phies and read the articles published in the
newspaper over the years.

“We’ve taken all of their trophies and
articles and put them on display,” said
Kathy Zimmerman, a member of the
Norton Rotary. “It’s dedicated to them for
how well they’ve done over the years.”

The Norton Rotary Club is setting up
the museum as its centennial project since
2005 is the international club’s 100th
birthday.

By CYNTHIA HAYNES
The Norton County Commissioners

hope to be using the new county landfill
by July 1 but there are lots of odds and
ends to take care of over the next month.

On Monday, they visited with Solid
Waste Supervisor Curt Archibald to go
over details.

Mr. Archibald said he has talked to  Pat
Cox with B&G Consultants, the county’s
engineering firm, about where to dump
trash from.

The engineers had set up for the county
to dump from the top of the pit but Mr.
Archibald and the commissioners felt that
would cause too much blowing of trash.

They felt  the trucks should use a road
into the bottom of the pit and dump from
there.

Mr. Archibald said there is no rule that
says the county has to dump from any
special place into the pit.

After trash is dumped each day it needs
to be covered and the county is planning
on using a paper-based cover instead of
the six-inches of dirt the state recom-
mends. The state has okayed the change
but still wants the county to cover the pit
with six inches of dirt once a week.

The commissioners are unhappy about
this requirement and feel that once a
month would be enough for fire protec-
tion since the paper-based alternate cover
is treated to be fire retardant.

However, Mr. Archibald said he didn’t
think the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment, which is overseeing the
project, would back off the six inches of
dirt once a week.

Commissioner John Miller said he
thinks the county needs to talk to the state
about the weekly covering.

Commissioner Leroy Lang said he
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KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION

Land in Decatur County, Kansas
The Secretary of Transportation of the State of Kansas will offer for sale at

public auction the following tract of land located in the Northwest Quarter
of Section 18, Township 3 South, Range 26 West. This tract is located 5
miles E. of Norcatur, KS on US-36 and 2 miles S. at the intersection of
County Road R13E and 2S. Complete legal description available on request.
Appraised value is $500.00. Minimum acceptable bid is $334.00.

To be auctioned at 11 a.m. on Friday, June 17, 2005. Tract KID-37.
Inspection of Property will take place at: 10:30 on day of sale.

Sale will be conducted at the site, or in the event of bad weather, at
KDOT District Office, 312 S. 2nd, Norton, Kansas.

TERMS OF SALE: Cashier’s check for ten percent (10%) of the purchase
price the day of the sale. The balance of the purchase price must be paid by
cashier’s check on or before July 17, 2005. Successful bidder will receive a
bill of sale on the day of the sale and a Quit Claim Deed after balance is
paid. If the balance of the purchase price is not paid on or before July 17,
2005, the ten percent (10%) down payment will be forfeited to the seller.
For additional terms and information contact the Bureau of Right of Way, at
1-877-461-6817. Seller reserves the right to reject any and all bids. Not
responsible for accidents. The prospective buyer is encouraged to research
the chain of title of the tract.

The Kansas Department of Transportation insures the acceptance of any
bid pursuant to this notice will be without discrimination on the grounds of
sex, race, color, religion, physical handicap or national origin.

MILES FURNITURE
& RENTALS

393 F. St. Phillipsburg • 785-543-2422
Bob Moffatt and Kelly Link, Owners

From Tuxes
to Trenchers

•Water Bed Pumps
•Trash Pumps
•Air Compressors
•Jack Hammers
•Roto Rooters
•Concrete Saws & More!

Cardinal Bar and Grill
Main Street, Norcatur - 785-693-4499
Thursday, June 2: Mexican Night

Fri., June 3: Pizza Night
and $1 Draw

Saturday, June 4: B-B-Q Ribs

HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-10 p.m.; Fri.-Sat. 7 a.m.-12 p.m.
ORDER OFF MENU ANYTIME

e-mail rspresser@ruraltel.net

OFFICE: 785-877-4016 • TOLL FREE: 866-484-6236
117 N. Kansas — Norton, Kansas

Introducing Renee Spresser

Your Professional Insurance Agents

Financial Services
Specialist with 15 Years

in the Insurance Business
and 5 Years of

Professional Sales in
LIFE, HEALTH and ANNUITIES

~ Serving ~
Northwestern Kansas

Since 1894

The Problem Solvers Have Done It Again!

Veteran  Maxine Carr told of her time in the service at the Memorial Day Service
in Lenora on Sunday.                                                     — Telegram photos by Veronica Monier

Former army nurse tells of wars
By VERONICA MONIER

Men, women and children gathered Sunday
morning at the Lenora South Cemetery to honor
those who gave their lives for their country and
freedom.

The Lenora Memorial Day service began with
the Norton American Legion’s color and honor
guard presenting the flag.  Glen Jones giving the
invocation and veteran Delbert Berry raised the
flag.

Mr. Jones led the crowd in singing “America”.
Guest speaker Maxine Carr talked about her

days in the service as a nurse.
In addition to being the chief nurse, she said she

also trained corpsmen, who went to the front lines.
“In those days, women didn’t go to the front

lines, like they do today,” she said.
“Once, we trained six corpsmen. Five were sta-

tioned on a battleship and were killed by a kami-
kaze pilot. When I was told, I just sat there and
cried.”

Ms. Carr said while she was in the service, she
learned to swim, had to go through a tear gas cham-
ber, and worked with a lot of patients.

“There was so much to do,” she said. “Several
times we had to work 20 hours a day.”

She said after World War II, she was called back
to serve in the Korean War.

After Ms. Carr’s speech, Mr. Jones led the
crowd in singing “Battle Hymn of the Republic”.

Mr. Berry gave roll call, saying two more World
War II veterans, Ervin Keran and Alva Nelson,
died this year.

Following military honors and the gun salute,
Jeremy Wetter and Lacey Ninemire played
“Taps” and Mr. Jones gave the benediction.

(Continued from Page 1)

Landfill to open soon

Prison
personnel
honored

thought the county had a one-year
reprieve on the weekly dirt cover-
ing and Commission Dean Kruse
agreed with him.

“I wouldn’t mind putting on six
inches of dirt once a month. We
could live with that,” said Mr.
Miller. “Six inches every week is
unrealistic.

“They’ve allowed the alterna-
tive cover to be used in other
places so they know it works.”

Mr. Miller said that the Norton
Landfill will only take in about

seven tons of trash a day or 35 tons
a week. This is not very much for
a landfill, he said.

Mr. Archibald said that when
the county is ready he can get the
paper-based cover in bulk by the
semi-trailer load as it will be
cheaper that way. The county will
also need to get the machine to dis-
tribute the cover over the trash
each night but those only take
about 10 days to deliver.

The commissioners are worried
that if they have to add an extra dirt
to the pit it will fill up quicker than
planned.

Vickie Brungardt, Almena, was
selected by the Kansas Department
of Corrections
as the 2005 Non-
Uniformed Em-
ployee of the
Year at a recog-
nition ceremony
in Topeka on
May 12.

Corrections
Counselor II
B r u n g a r d t
works at the Norton Correctional
Facility. Warden Jay Shelton said
she does a good job counseling
inmates and knows  her cases.

Mrs. Brungardt began in 2003
and was promoted in 2004. Prior
to working for the department she
was an alcohol/drug and sex of-
fender treatment counselor and a
treatment counselor in the sub-
stance abuse program at the
Norton facility on contract.

She is involved in a new risk re-
duction initiative and serves as a
regional trainer. She also serves as
the sexual assault prevention co-
ordinator and is a board member
for the Human Rights Committee
for Disabled Services for North-
west Kansas.

She was in the Kansas Army
National Guard from 1989 to ’94
where she served as a supply clerk
with the 170th Maintenance Divi-
sion. She served in Desert Storm.
She is a lifetime member of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars.

She moved to Almena in the fall
of 1996, where she lives with her
husband Lonnie. She is the daugh-
ter of Mary Ann Pavlu and the late
Tony Pavlu of Brownell.

Others Honored
JIM RUTH

Corrections Specialist I Jim
Ruth was selected as uniformed
employee of the year by Norton
Correctional Facility. Officer
Ruth was also honored at the To-
peka ceremony.

He has been named Employee
of the Quarter twice and is de-
scribed as an outstanding officer.

Officer Ruth and his wife,
Marla, live in Almena.

HILARY VANPATTEN
Hilary VanPatten was named

Contract Employee of the Year by
the Norton facility and honored at
Topeka.

Mrs. VanPatten is the Mental
Health Coordinator at the facility.
She speaks Spanish and assists as
an interpreter.

She and her husband, Mathew
VanPatten live in Almena.

JIM & CAROLYN PLOTTS
Jim and Carolyn Plotts, Nor-

catur, have been volunteers at
Norton facility for five years. They
teach a class every Friday evening
to qualify inmates for the Inner-
Change Freedom Initiative pro-
gram at the Ellsworth facility. Mr.
Plotts also conducts Sunday after-
noon chapel services.

The couple were honored as
Norton Correctional Facility Vol-
unteers of the Year during the rec-
ognition ceremony.

They are members of the Norton
Christian Church.

Brungardt

•NEW 2006 CHRYSLER 300 TOURING SEDAN — Satin jade pearl coat with two-
tone leather bucket seats, 3.5 liter high output V-6, automatic overdrive, dual con-
trol climate controls, tilt/telescoping wheel, cruise control, power seats, heated front
seats, power windows/locks/mirrors, stereo CD player with steering wheel controls,
Sirius satellite radio, side air bags, electronic stability control, 17” chrome plated
wheels, drivers information system, keyless entry
LIST PRICE ......................................................................................... $31,685.00
•NEW 2006 CHRYSLER 300C SEDAN — Cool vanilla clear coat with luxury leather
trimmed bucket seats, 5.7 liter Hemi V-8, 5 speed automatic, dual control climate
controls, tilt and telescoping steering wheel, power seats, heated front seats, power
sunroof, power windows/locks/mirrors, stereo with CD player, Sirius satellite radio,
genuine walnut wood trim, side window curtain and supplemental front air bags,
all speed traction control, compass/temperature display, 18” chrome wheels, key-
less entry
LIST PRICE ......................................................................................... $36,480.00
•NEW 2005 CHRYSLER 300 SEDAN — Cool vanilla with gray cloth bucket seats,
2.7 liter V-6, automatic, air conditioning, tilt wheel, cruise control, power seat/win-
dows/locks/mirrors, stereo with CD player, electronic stability control traction sys-
tem, keyless entry
LIST PRICE ......................................................................................... $24,945.00
•NEW 2005 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING WAGON — Inferno red
crystal pearl coat with khaki/gray leather 7 passenger quad sto ‘n go seating, 3800
V-6, automatic, dual air conditioning and heating, tilt wheel, cruise control, power
seat, heated front seats, power windows/locks/mirrors, powerside doors, stereo with
CD player and Sirius satellite radio, chrome wheels, keyless entry
REBATE COULD BE $4,000.00 ......................................... LIST PRICE $30,905.00
•NEW 2005 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT — Butane blue pearl with gray cloth
7 passenger quad with stow ‘n go seating, 3.8 liter V-6, automatic, front and rear air
conditioning, tilt wheel, cruise control, power seat/windows/locks/mirrors, tailgate
and sliding side doors, stereo cassette/CD player, keyless entry, sunscreen glass
REBATE COULD BE $4,500 .............................................. LIST PRICE $27,585.00
•NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA QUAD CAB 2 WHEEL DRIVE — Deep molten red
pearl with gray cloth 40/20/40 bench seat, SLT decor, 4.7 liter V-6, 5 speed auto-
matic overdrive, air conditioning, tilt wheel, speed control, power windows/locks/
mirrors, stereo with CD player, aluminum wheels, trailer tow package, keyless entry
REBATE COULD BE $4,500 .............................................. LIST PRICE $26,760.00
•NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA QUAD CAB 4 WHEEL DRIVE — Atlantic blue with
gray cloth 40/20/40 bench seat, SLT decor, 4.7 liter V-8, 5 speed automatic over-
drive, air conditioning, tilt wheel, speed control, power windows/locks/mirrors, ste-
reo with CD player, touch-shift transfer case, trailer tow package, aluminum wheels,
keyless entry
REBATE COULD BE $4,500 .............................................. LIST PRICE $29,855.00
•NEW 2005 DODGE DAKOTA QUAD CAB 4 WHEEL DRIVE — Bright silver metal-
lic with gray cloth 40/20/40 seating, 4.7 liter magnum V-8, 5 speed automatic, air
conditioning, tilt wheel, cruise control, power windows/locks/mirrors, stereo with
CD player, 17” chrome wheels, lettered tires, touch shift transfer case, trailer tow
package, keyless entry
REBATE COULD BE $4,500 .............................................. LIST PRICE $30,875.00

520 Patterson
Cambridge 308-697-4444

620 Nebraska Avenue
Arapahoe 308-962-7415

FAW’S GARAGE INC.


