Senator may
lose out Inthe race
for the White House

Sen. Bill Frist’s White House bid may have ended this week.

The Senate Majority Leader got whipped badly in the filibuster
fight when seven senators of his own party merged with seven
Democrats to fashion a compromise.

Then, John Bolton’s confirmation as U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations was expected to materialize but Frist wasn’t able

to deliver.

There has to be some eye-squinting going on the in White
House. After all, as leader of the majority party in the United
States Senate, Frist was expected to deliver for the man —in this

case President Bush.

Frist was on the losing side in the Terry Schiavo case, in the
filibuster fight and now the Bolton confirmation. Bolton will
probably be confirmed when the Senate returns from the Memo-
rial Day recess, but that confirmation was expected before the

recess began.

It just might be that Sen. Frist isn’t the timber everyone thought
he was when he was advanced as majority leader. Of course there
Is a lot of time between now and the 2008 presidential election,
but it is now that the forces begin forming and money begins
arriving in the mail for potential candidates.

From here it looks like the best man for the job in the Republican
ranks next time around just might be the man President Bush
buried in the presidential primary in 2000 — Sen. John McCain.
McCain was one of the seven Republicans that joined with the
seven Democrats to reach a compromise on the filibuster as it
relates to presidential judicial nominations.

Then, there is an election next year — an election that is now
shaping up as a barnburner and that could see the majority party
of the present in the minority party’s role. There are some pro-
found things going on right now and some of the influential and
powerful forces in the GOP camp are expressing outrage at the
compromise reached and are starting to point the finger at Sen.
Frist and other so called leaders in the party. That could spell
trouble for what looked like a sure bet return of some big names
when voters go to the polls in 2006 — the mid term election.

The Democrats, at this point in time, are sitting back and watch-
ing the bloodshed. They have little to do but let the Republicans

self-destroy.

The goings on in Washington are getting more and more
interesting as each sun sets. Stay tuned.

— Tom Dreiling

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Children thrilled with new equipment

Wow! Theinstallation of the new park
equipment seemsto be ahuge success.

Itissafer,|ookswonderful and provides
so much funand exercise.

Kudostothecity council, city manager,
city workers, LionsClub and all thevol-
unteers who brought this project to our
community.

If anyoneneedsalifttotheir day, drive
by Elmwood Park andtakeinthechildren
thrilled with the new equipment.

Thanks.

Pam Shelton
Parentsfor Parks
Norton

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

Wedo not publish anonymousetters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor | etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
the Want Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tackson privateindividua s or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.
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Asister’s death came without warning

cell phonerang. My brother Jimwas
calling with the newsthat our sister-
in-law, LizKelley, had died.

Mom aways thought with a beautiful
namelike" Elizabeth,” itwasamostasin
toshortenitto“Liz.” | just thought she
wasthe most beautiful woman, period.

My brother Don met her when he was
stationed at the Air Force basein Little
Rock, Ark. It waseasy to seewhy hewas
attracted to her. She was a petite, south-
ern beauty with black hair and snappy
black eyes. Andthentherewasher south-
erndrawl. Itonly added to her charm.

| was 7 or 8 when they got married.
Mom took the busto Little Rock for the
wedding, and | remember looking at the
pi ctures she brought back.

Later, Don brought her to the farm to
meet therest of thefamily. Hemust have
toldher that hislittlesister collected dolls.
Hehad certainly brought meenoughfrom
hisworldtravelsasapilot.

Lizhadapresentfor me, themost beau-
tiful doll intheworld. | calledher my “In-
dian Princess.” She stood six-inchestall
and woreawhiteleather, beaded, fringed
dress. Shehad matching moccasinsanda
headband with two tiny feathers. |

I twaslate Thursday eveningwhenmy

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

couldn’t believe something so special
could bemine. Shewastoo pretty to play
with.

| remember asking my mother to line
the box she camein with cotton and ma-
terial to protect her. That doll wasso spe-
cial. | never let anyone touchit. | never
really playedwithit. | wouldjust takeher
out of her box and admireher.

Dol still haveher?Of course, | do. Still
intheoriginal box, onher littlebed of cot-
ton from Mom'’ sfirst-aid box. Now, she
will hold an even more special placeasa
reminder of asister and adear friendlost.

Liz was the one who prepared me for
seeing my dad right before he died.
“Carolyn, your Daddy’ s not good,” she
said. “He' sreal sick.”

Noonepreparedusfor Liz' sdeath. We
all thought she was getting better. After

their last year of struggling with health
issues, Don’s last e-mail to the family
said, “Thingsarelooking up here.”

Wewere so hopeful.

Now, thefamily isgathering. Asfami-
liesdo. There' snothingwecando, except
bethere. Butit’ ssomethingwehavetodo.

—ob—

Little Taylor is here for her summer
stay. Plansweremadefor her to stay with
her Aunt Jennifer whilewego for thefu-
neral. She is so adaptable, she just an-
nounced that Grandmaand Pa-Pawoul o
begonefor three daysand shewould see
uswhenwegot back. Bye.

Her first week herewas so hectic, | felt
likeal | saidto her was, “ Comeon, Tay-
lor. Hurry up. Get dressed, getinthecar,
we'vegot to go. Grandmaislate now.”

We had a quiet moment, though, one
night before bed. Shewaswrapped upin
her blanket, snuggled on my lap. | said,
“Oh, Taylor. We've been so busy |
haven’t washed your hair all week and
you've only taken one bath. Y our mom
and dad aregoingtofireme.”

She turned and looked me in the eye,
“Oh, no. They can't fireyou. Y ou' rethe
Grandma.”

Nothing likejob security.

Congressman working for better benefits

Congressman Jerry Moran recently
announced heiscontinuing hiseffortsto
better providefor membersof theKansas
National Guard and Reserve and their
families by sponsoring legislation to
lower the retirement age and help troops
in combat savefor retirement.

Today, nearly 40 percent of thetroops
servinginlraqarefromthereserve com-
ponent.

“Today’ ssoldier, fighting to keep our
country safe from terror, is not just en-
listed men and women - it’s the local
teacher, banker or small business owner
who is part of the National Guard and
Reserves,” Congressman Moran said.
“Aswe call upon these citizen soldiers
moreand moreto serveinthelineof fire,
weneedtomakesurethat thebenefitsthey
receivereflect their sacrifice.”

The congressman isasponsor of H.R.
783, which lowersthe age for receipt of
retirement pay for Guard and Reservists
from 60 to 55. Guard and Reserve mem-
bersare now ineligibleto receiveretire-

Capitol
Views
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ment pay until they reach 60, regardliess
of whenthey retire.

Activeduty forceshaveno agerestric-
tionsoncetheir 20yearsof serviceiscom-
plete. Thislegisationwouldallow mem-
bers of the National Guard and the Re-
serveto qualify at age 55 for retirement
pay, thusmakingthesystemfairer. It will
alsohelprecruit andretain reserve mem-
bers.

Congressman Moran has also spon-
sored H.R. 1499, the Heroes Earned Re-
tirement OpportunitiesAct. Thislegisla-
tion makesadjustmentsinthefederal tax
code to allow combat soldiers to make

contributions to their individual retire-
ment accounts.

Wages paid to soldiers serving in &
combat zonearenot eligiblefor theretire-
ment account contributions. As deploy-
ment timeshavegrown longer, many sol-
diers compensation consists entirely of
hazard pay. The act worksto ensure that
themen and women defending our coun-
try are not excluded from planning for
their retirement by making hazard pay
eligiblefor contributiontoretirement ac-
counts.

“Despite ranking 33rd nationally in
population, Kansas ranks eighth nation-
aly in number of troops per capita de-
ployed from the guard and reservists,”
Congressman Moran concluded. “ These
citizen soldiersdeserve our support.”

For more information, contact Con-
gressman Moran at (202) 225-2715 or
visit his web page at www.house.gov/
moranks01/.
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