Students reflect
on helping others

Norton’s junior high students
took a day to help clean up the
community.

On April 26 the youngsters
tradedtheir studiesfor manual la-
bor.

They painted benches, planted
flowers, picked up trash and
boxed books.

They helpedatthelibrary, lake,
thrift shop, adaycareand schools.

Then after all their hard work
they wererewarded by theNorton
Lionswith ahamburger cookout
at Elmwood Park.

But thework wasn't over.

When they returned to class,
each wrote an essay, areflection
paper, telling what they had done
and how they felt about it.

Herearesomeof their observa-
tionson Service Learning Day:

Service Learning Day was a
blast.

My crew and | all had to scrape
and paint thebenchesdown at the
city parkinglot.

We also had to help out at the
Thrift Shop sorting clothes and
much more.

Helping other peoplemakesme
feel very good. Also, somesenior
citizens think teens just want to
“ruin” thecity

. Theseprojectshelpustomake
them rethink things like that,
when they see us doing good. |
think this project was beneficial
for that reason.

| probably would not volunteer
for a project on my own, but if |
had it presented to me, | would
definitely doit.

| don’t believe that this should
betied to graduation in any way.
We already have so many points
and standardsto makethat wejust
don’t need any more.

Thanks

Charli Lawson
Eighth grade

| thought that ServiceL earning
Day wasfun.
| had fun cleaning the lake. |
also got to keep some of the stuff
that | found. | felt pretty good
about cleaning thelake becausel
could have saved some fish or
animals.
| would try to volunteer to do
other serviceprojectsinthefuture.
| thought thiswas beneficial to
the environment.
| thought my group did avery
good job in the short amount of
timewehadtodoit.
Coady McMullen
Eighth grade

Helping peopleisfunandinter-
esting.

You can learn alot by helping
people.

| went to the library and made
boxes and helped sort the books.
Then we went down to Sunshine
Day Care and helped do things
there.

Yeah, it was so fun!

| learned the Tooty-tot-tot-la
song they sing and dance to at
Sunshine.

Yes, | would (like to volunteer
again) because it gives you the
chance to work with new people
andtheexperienceof helpingoth-
ers.

Yeah, | thought it was (benefi-
cial). Well, | think it should be.
Like you should have so many
hours of service, so that you can
graduate.

Also, it would makethe people
that help more well rounded and
they’d probably get along with
othersbetter too.

Brittany Otter
Eighth grade

For Service Learning Day |
went out to the lake and cleaned
up the shoreline.

| had fun going out and clean-
ing up thelakewith my friends.

Itfelt good helpingout and giv-
ing back tothecommunity. Inthe
future, | would probably help out
again.

Thisproject wasbeneficial be-
causeit got thelakelooking abit
nicer for the upcoming fishing/
camping season.

I don’tthink it should betiedto
graduation though.

When we were out there we
found lots of trash to pick up.

It was fun getting out of school
and being with friends and help-
ing out.

Vernon Carlton
Eighth grade

| helped Mr. Mordecai’s group
clear up trash.

We started at the elementary
and went over to the water tower
park thenthejunior highandhigh
schools.

It was lots of fun, everyone
hel ped out witheverythingwehad
todo.

| feel good knowing we have
cleaner schools.

Theexperiencewasreally cool,
we found a couple of toysand a
turkey call.

Farm Service Agency
needs committee members

The Norton County Farm Ser-
viceAgency islookingfor people
to serve on the farmer-elected
committee.

Peoplewhowanttohelpout, get
involved and work to help others
inagricultureareal invitedtojoin
the committee. The agency needs
people who know farming, are
farmingnew or different cropsand
those who can bring a different
perspective to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’'swork inthe
area.

Thisyear’selectionwill beheld
Dec. 5. Nominations will be ac-
cepted through Monday, Aug. 1.
TheL ocal AdministrativeAreafor
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the elections is the middle one-
third of Norton County. Candi-
dateswill betakenfromthat area.

If you know someone who
might beinterestedinworking on
the farmer-elected committee or
would liketo do so yourself, con-
tact the Norton County Farm Ser-
vice Agency office at 11640
Pineview Dr., Norton, or call 877-
5156.

| think it was very beneficial.
Now when visitors cometo Nor-
ton they can see aclean commu-
nity.

When somelittlekidswereout
for recessthey saw uscleaningup
and some of them brought trash
that was under the equi pment.

| think we learned anyone can
behel pful no matter whoyou are.

We are setting an example of
whowearefor adultsinour town.

Thiswasagreat experienceand
you should do it next year too.

AustineDole
Seventh grade

ServiceLearning Day wasfun.
| felt likeit should be done ev-
erywhere.

| planted flowersand had | otsof
fun talking and pulling weeds at
the sametime.

If | had timel would goout in
Lenora and pick up trash, but |
can't find any freetimeleft open.

What | did was helpful to the
Norton people, they get tolook at
flowersinstead of weeds.

Service Learning Day | think
should not betied to graduation.

| think 12th graders have alot
moretothink about than cleaning
(but they should).

Steph Shepard
Eighth grade

| felt good about helping, but |
think | should have done more.

Whenwefirst started | just was
picking up little scraps of metal
when everyone else was in the
back mowing and hauling wood,
metal and plastic scrapsinapile.

After | was done with picking
upmetal scraps, | wentintothega-
rage and started sweeping and
hauling out junk with help from
Adam and Jordan.

While in the middle of our
work, Ms. McMullen would al-
wayscome upto usand say thank
you, every time.

For her saying that every time,
| thought tomyself that | washav-
ingfunand| shouldvolunteerand
help others around town when |
had largeamountsof freetimeon
weekdays.

After everything was said and
done, Ms. McMullen thanked us
very much and with Mr. Melvin
saying that we worked hard and
didagoodjob, twotimesinarow,
| really think thiswasabeneficial
project we completed.

Caspien Whitesell
Eighth grade
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Youngsters
have fun

t the pool

The Norton swimming
poolisopenand summeris
officially in session. Sunday
afternoon, swimmers
brought giant floaters
(above) and used the water
slide (right).

— Photos by Carolyn Plotts

TIME JOB

Healthy 74 year old male with
50 years experience. NON-
SMOKER — Will work Sundays,
Holidays or Nights. References
supplied. People person! Enthu-
siastic! College graduate, service
veteran. Have car will travel. Ex-

cellent FAX and computer sKills.
If possible health, dental, life and
disability insurance with 401K
plan. Would like inside job with
T.V. and air conditioning. Please
no heavy lifting.

R. W. Yeager

U.S. 36 West, Norton, KS 67654
Phone 785-877-3101

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF R.W. YEAGER




