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There are other ways
to pay for things

By January, the Kansas Legislature will be looking for ways to
help pay for higher school spending.

The House and Senate, kicking and screaming all the way, put
up almost $286 million more for schools this year. No one knows
for sure how the state will pay this bill.

The governor wants to add casinos and slot machines, but most
estimates don’t show that bringing in enough to satisfy the court.
Plus, a lot of backward-thinking Kansans just don’t want a new

casino on every block. Something about moral values and gam-
bling, people who can’t afford it losing their shirts, petty stuff like

that.

But we already have gambling, at the corner bar, out at the race
track, at Indian casinos. Morality’s not the point. It’s revenue we

need, and lots of it.

It’s just that slots and roulette wheels and crap tables wouldn’t

bring in enough bucks.
What'’s the poor state to do?
Here’s a modest proposal:
Let’s legalize prostitution.

Well, let’s don’t call it that. The churches won’t like it. There’d
be pickets out front, people taking pictures to send to your wife,

you name it.

Let’s call it sexually oriented leisure activity.

Make it local option, so communities could decide whether to
opt in or opt out of the pleasure game.

Dodge City, which has quite a history, and which is hot for a
casino or two, might be a good place to start.

An establishment called “Miss Kitty’s”” would be popular. Tour-
ists could stop by for a sarsaparilla and a little entertainment, a
quick trip upstairs, maybe a soak in the hot tub. All the bartenders
and all the girls would wear period costumes. They could watch
“Gunsmoke” reruns for hints on how to act.

Tax revenues should be spectacular. The state would never lack
for money again, at least until nearby states caught on to the

revenue potential.

The cities probably would want a cut. Wichita and Kansas City
wouldn’t mind having a house or two, we’d suppose. Some
towns, of course, might want to just stay out.

If the idea takes off, we might be able to find a use for all the
abandoned school buildings out here in western Kansas. Instead

of mail-order houses and flea markets, they could be ...

get the idea.

well, you

Recreation is a good, clean industry which can provide a lot of
jobs, create cash flow and generate tax money like crazy. Workers
would move to town. Their kids would fill the schools.

And if other states get into this, like they have with casinos, and
the competition gets too tough, then Kansas could look around

for still another opportunity.

Drugs, maybe. Lots of money in that. You could tax the

bejebbers out of drugs.

And since the money would be for schools, it’d all be for a good

cause, right?

— Steve Haynes
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‘Helpful hubby’isgood thing to have

[leluia, the water softener isin.

My dishwasher quit a couple of

monthsago so | havebeendoing
thedishesby hand. And, I noticed some-
thing — the cloudy glasses and streaked
plateswere starting to shineagain.

The dishwasher at the new house was
not hooked up and since the advantages
of washingdishesby handwere* crystal”
clearitdidn’t seemall that bad.

Butfor somereasonit botheredthehubby
to see me washing dishes. So he took the
time(inthemiddleof harvestnoless) toget
thedishwasher inworking order.

It was another week or so before | got
somedetergent. | wasso usedtowashing
dishesby hand | just couldn’t remember
tobuy it.

Inlessthanaweek | startedtoseeclouds
on my glasses. It'stoo soon to say if the
water softener will reversethistrend but
| amhopeful. If thingsdon’ timprovel will
go back to washing by hand.

When summer isover and we are back
to the empty nest thing there won't be
many dishesanyway.

At our houseit’ s difficult to just let a
servicemandohisthing. Infact, thehubby
hadto“help” with thewater softener.

| admit | don’t get it. The hubby has
never installed a soft water system and |

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Water plant should last a long time for what it's worth

L etter to the Editor:

In reading the letter that the City of
Norton sent out, | was, of course, most
interested inwhat was sai d about thewa-
ter treatment plans.

Noneof usare happy about theraisein
water ratesthat isgoingto pay for thenew
system, butitissomethingwehavetolive
with if wewant decent water to drink.

They tell usthat it will take40yearsto
pay for it al. Arethesefigures based on
havingarel atively stablepopul ation base
for that 40 yearsor havethey figuredit to

takeinthefact that Norton may losepopu-
lationinthat time?

Will thesystem last 40 years?| think it
should serveusfor 40 yearsand beyond.
Afterall, anythingthisbigand expensive
should at least outlast theyearsit takesto
pay forit.

By theway, hasanyonestoppedtothink
how long 40 yearsis?

Itisapproximately half alifetimel

Peopleintheir 20snow will be paying
until their retirement years. Anyoneol der
will bepaying well after they areretired.
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Y our kidsand evenyour grandkidswill
be paying for the system. I’m not saying
thisisbad, but wedo havetoknow it will
last.

| understand that they aregoingto dig
awell field to supply uswithwell water.

If that isthe caseand wenolonger take
it from the lake, then we should have
much better water asit will take only a
small fraction of thechlorinethat isused
now to makeit safe to drink. That factor
alonewill probably increasethelifeof the
treatment system.

Answersand correctionsto my under-
standing of thisarewelcome.

June Prout
Norton

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. L etters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
Wesign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor letters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous shouldbesubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuals or businesses
which do not pertainto apublicissue.
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Nancy
Hagman

sort of thought thiswas how the service-
man made hisliving. Surely he goesto
someplaceswherehedoesn’thaveassis-
tancefrom homeowners. What doeshedo
then?

| wasn’thomewhenthephoneguy came
but | got theimpression the hubby helped
himalso. | askedthehubby howlonghewas
hereand hesaid about ahalf an hour.

Good, | thought, it cost $30for thefirst
half hour and $60 after that. With the
“helpful hubby” discountit surely would
only cost $30.

Wrong! | got charged $90total and ap-
parently thereis no discount for helpful
husbands.

But atleast thehubby ishappy whenhe
getstohelp. Woetothepoor satellitetele-
vision. guy —hecameduring harvestand
there was no way the hubby could get
looseto help him.

He came on a Saturday. He seemed
clueless but also harmless. Since | have
noideahowtoinstall thethingsl just said,
“Okay,” whenever he consulted mewith
hisplans.

| did feel | should stick around so he
didn’trunoff withthesilver or something.
So eventhough | neededto gotothegro-
cery, | stayed around to give moral sup-
port. Triciawasin and out and | noticed
whenever he wanted some assistance he
seemed to be gravitating to her.

Summer 1s all

ecal himToadly. It snotvery
imaginative, butitfitshim.He
livesunder abush near thega-

rage during the day, and at night he hops
out to catch his supper by the lights we
have up onthegarage.

Hestarted out small, but he’ sgrowing. Cynth|a HayneS

With the population of bugs around the
garage, thistoad couldgrow tomonumen-
tal proportions.

Wehavetowatch him pretty carefully,
however, because he's hopped into the
garagesevera timeswhenwe' vegonein
toget dogfood, charcoal or ascrewdriver.

We always chase him out because,
whilethere’ splenty of bugsinthegarage,
it would get too hot for him the next day
and welikehimlikeheis— big, fat and
warty. By toad standards, he’' sabeaut.

It seemsthat every summer weget new
pets. Other peopleadopt catsand dogs, we
gather toads, turtlesand spiders.

And speaking of spiders, we have a
lovely oneliving on the side of the back
deck. Every night, she spins a beautiful
web, andwhenwe’ rehome, wewatch her
at her work.

There are a half dozen wolf spiders
making websonthegrass. | wasworried
that when Stevemowed hewoul d destroy
them. Hesai dthat when hemows, though,
they wouldbenear theground andwould

Five and ahalf hourslater he decided
hewasdone. Hethought heneededtogive
operating instructions to everyone, i.e.,
Tricia. | told him she went back to the
field. Helooked at meand suggested | get
apiece of paper and write some things
down. He stopped short of asking for her
phone number.

| felt sorry for theguy. Itwasavery hot
day and he drove two hours to get here.
Hetold mehehad two other call stomake
yet. Hehadtoclimbupanddownandfight
off thebarn swallowswhotook exception
tohiswiresrunning by their nest. And, he
didn’'t havelunch. | thought about offer-
ing himasandwich but | just wasn't sure
of the protocol — the longer it took him
theworsel felt.

Of course, the hubby was not happy
with anything. | thought he would be
thrilled. It was hisbirthday. Therewase
Nascar racethe next day.

In contrast he loves the water softener
guy.

Notonly doeshelethimhelp, helookec
atthemessof wiresleft behind by thetel e-
vision guy and said, “Thisisn’t right, he
shouldn’'t haveleft thingslikethis.”

Vindicated, the hubby got right on the
phone and called the satellite company.
They are sending someone else out.

| just don’t understand why you can’t
trust peoplewhoaresellingyoutheir ser-
vicestodotheir jobs. What if | wasanolc
lady? (No comments, please!)

Whatif | didn’thavea“ helpful hubby”

Theupsideiswearegetting settled and
everythingisabout done.

Thedownsideiswehavebeenat thisso
long the notices are starting to come for
extended warranties. | think | will just go
with the “helpful hubby” plan on that,
thank you very much!

around us

Open
Season

just rebuild their websthat night.

Every night aswe go for our walk, we
listen to the night sounds and watch the
fireflies. Steveisespecially glad that the
cicadashave comeoui.

| likethe crickets, but Jiminy seemsto
have set up shop in my kitchen, and can
he sing! I’'m getting night sounds at all
timesof theday, and | don’t even haveto
be outside.

Weheardawoodpecker |ast night aswe
meandered downthestreet and thesounds
of boyswhispering and girlsgiggling. A
wholetribeof teenswereontheback of
flatbedtruck parkedat thecurb. Therewas
ashriek asthe dog bulleted past and then
some cheery commentsaswewalked by
at amoreleisurely pace.

Aswe ambled on down the road, they
resumed chatting with each other and we
smiledinthedark.

It's summer, and a good time for an
evening walk.



