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Norton K-18 baseball team completes season

By DICK BOYD

TheNortonK-18baseball team
completed their season by win-
ningtwo of four gamesinthe Sub-
Regional Tournament on July 15,
16 and 17 in Russell and coming
withintwo runsof earning aberth
in the Regional Tournament.

TheyoungBlueJaysopenedthe
tournament with a 14-4 victory
over La Crosse, then lost a 12-4
decision to Plainville. Next, they
defeated Stockton 16-6 and played
Ellisdowntothewire beforelos-
ing 9-8 and missing Regional
competition.

“1"m so proud of these young-
stersfor never giving up this sea-
son,” said Coach Ward Foley.

“We started slowly this season
but beating Hayson July 5gaveus
alot of confidence. We continued
improving and played our best
baseball in the sub-regionals.

“Ourwinover Stocktonwasre-
ally big. They had beaten usthree
of four games during the season.
All of our batscamealive against
Ellis. We camewithin two runsof
beating them and moving on.
Home runs by Stanley and Bebb
were highlightsfor all of us.”

David Bainter wastheassistant
coach this season for the Norton
K-18 team.

Sub-Regional play

In the tournament opener,
Norton took a 3-0 lead over La
Crosseinthetop of thesecondin-
ning. Matt Stanley got onbasevia
anerror, Hamel singledand Jordan
Bebb got on base with afielder's
choiceand all three scored.

Theyoung Blue Jaysadded an-
other run in the top of the third
when Todd Bolt walked and
scored | ater in theinning.

LaCrossetallied their first run
in the bottom of thethird to make
itad-1game.

Norton put together afour-run
top of thefourth. BebbandAustin
Brown both walked, Travis Ray
singled, Zach Bainter walked and
Stanley tripled. Bebb, Brown, Ray
and Bainter scoredand Nortonled
8-l.

LaCrosse added oneruninthe
bottom of thefourth.

Sixbigrunsby Nortoninthetop
of the fifth extended the Blue Jay
lead to 14-2. Kaenon Keiswetter
singled and Adam Myersbrought
him in with ahome run! Ray and
Bainter both singled and Bolt
doubled. Keiswetter, Myers, Ray,
Bainter, Boltand Stanley, whogot
on baseviaan error, al scored.

LaCrosseadded twomoreruns
in the bottom of thefifth to make
thefinal 14-4in Norton’sfavor.

Norton had eight hitsin the
game. Ray wasleading hitter, go-
ing 2for 4.

Hamel wasthewinning pitcher.
Hewasrelievedinthefifthinning
by Bainter. La Crosse had just
threehits, six walksand seven bat-
tersstruck out.

Morgan wasthelosing pitcher.

Plainvilletook a5-0leadinthe
top of thefirst inning of Norton's
second tournament game.

TheBlueJaysscoredonerunin
the bottom of the inning. Bainter
got onbasewithafielder’schoice
and scored.

Norton scored again in the bot-
tom of the second when Hamel,
Ulmer and K ei swetter walked and
Kyle Mindrup was hit by a pitch
and walked. Hamel scored and it
was 5-2.

Inthetop of thethird, Plainville
scored two more runs and added
threemoreinthetop of thefourth
to extend their lead to 10-2.

TwomorePlainvillerunsinthe
top of thefifth madeit 12-2.

Norton tallied their final two
runs in the bottom of the fifth.
Bainter and Hamel both singled
and Ulmer, Keiswetter and Bebb
all walked. Bainter and Hamel
scored to make the final 12-4 in
favor of Plainville.

Norton had just two hitsin the
game. Hamel was 1 for 2 and
Bainter wasl for 3.

Bolt wasthe losing pitcher. He
gave up 13 hits, walked two and
struck out three.

T. Dix wasthewinning pitcher.

In their third tourney game,
Nortontook a3-Olead over Stock-
ton in the top of the first inning.
Bainter got on base via an error,
Bolt singled, Hamel and Ulmer
both doubledand Bainter, Boltand
Hamel scored.

Stocktonkeptit closeby scoring
two runsin the bottom of thein-
ning to makeit 3-2.

Four moreNortonrunsinthetop

of thesecond extendedtheNorton
lead to 7-2. Keiswetter walked,
Bebb tripled, Ray was hit by a
pitch and walked and Bainter
singled and all scored.

TheBlueJaystalliedeight more
runsin the top of the third to ex-
tendtheirleadto 15-2. Keiswetter
singled, Bebb got on base viaan
error, Mindrup walked, Ray and
Bolt got on base via an error,
Stanley walked, Hamel got on
basewithafielder’schoice, Ulmer
got on base via an error and
Keiswetter doubled. Keiswetter,
Bebb, Mindrup, Ray, Bolt,
Stanley, Hamel and Ulmer all
scored.

Stockton scored one run in the
bottom of thethird.

Norton tallied onefinal runin
thetop of thefourth when Bainter
singled and Bolt doubled him
home.

Stocktonscoredthreefinal runs
in the bottom of the fourth but it
was not enough and Norton won
16-6.

Norton had 10 hitsinthe game.
Bainter and Bolt wereboth2for 4
at the plate. Keiswetter was 2 for
2.

Hamel wasthewinning pitcher.
Heallowedjust four Stocktonhits,
walkedjust two battersand struck
out six.

Bosnedt wasthelosing pitcher.

Inthefinaleagainst Ellis, both
teams scored two runsin thefirst
inning. Norton’srunscamewhen
Ray singled, Bolt doubled and
Stanley singled and Ray and Bolt
scored.

Nortontook a4-2leadwithtwo
more scoresin the second inning.
Keiswetter walked, Ulmer
doubled and both tallied.

Norton scored three runs and
Ellistallied four runsin the third
stanza to narrow the Norton ad-
vantage to 7-6. Bebb blasted a
home run to start the inning for
Norton. Mindrup walked, Ray
singled, Bainter doubled and Bolt
singled. Mindrup and Ray both
scored.

One Norton run and three Ellis
runsin the fourth inning allowed
the Railroaders to edge the Blue
Jays9-8. Norton’sfinal run came
onasolo homerun by Stanley.

Norton had 10 hits. Ray was a
perfect 2for 2 at theplate. Stanley
was?2for 3.

Bolt pitched three innings;
Hamel relieved him and was the
loser. Ellis had just seven hits,
walked five times and six Rail-
roaders struck out.

Erbert wasthewinning pitcher.

Pre-tour nament games

OnJuly 1,Nortonsplitadouble-
header with Phillipsburg in
Norton.

Norton won the opener 14-4.
Phillipsburgtook a3-Oleadinthe
top of the first inning but Norton
scored four runsin the bottom of
theinning.

Mindrup was hit by apitch and
walked, Bainter doubled, Boltgot
onbaseviaanerrorandHamel and
Terrell Lane singled. Mindrup,
Bainter, Bolt and Hamel scored.

TheBlueJaysscoredthreemore
runs in the bottom of the second
when Mindrup walked, Bainter
got on viaan error, Bolt walked
andZac Dreher singled. Mindrup,
Bainter and Bolt scored to extend
the Norton lead to 7-3.

In ther bottom of the third, the
Blue Jays tallied two more runs

when Mindrup, Bainter, Dreher
and Hamel walked and Mindrup
and Bainter scored to make the
score 9-3.

Phillipsburg added one run in
the top of the fourth but the Blue
Jaystallied five morerunsin the
bottom of theinning to win 14-4.
ZachDole, BebbandMindrupall
walked, Bainter singled, Bolt
walked, Hamel got onbaseviaan
error and Ulmer singled. Dole,
Bebb, Mindrup, Bainter and Bolt
all scored.

Nortonhadsix hits. Bainter was
theleader; hewent 2 for 3.

Boltwasthewinning pitcher. He
gaveupjustfivehits, walked two
battersand struck out six.

Ben Suchsland was the losing
pitcher.

Norton lost the nightcap 17-2.

Phillipsburgscoredthreerunsin
thetop of thefirst. Norton tallied
two runsin the bottom of the sec-
ondtomakeita3-2game. Dreher
and Hamel both walked and
scored.

In the top of the third, the Pan-
therstallied 10runstotakeacom-
manding 13-2 lead. Phillipsburg
added four morerunsinthetop of
thefourth to makethefinal score
17-2.

A single by Bainter was
Norton’sonly hitinthe game.

Bolt, Ulmer, Bebb, Lane and
Bainter shared pitching dutiesfor
Norton. The Panthershad 11 hits,
ninewalksand six of them struck
out.

Split with Hays

A 6-5win over Haysin Norton
on July 5 was a big confidence
builder for the Blue Jays.

Hays scored one runin the top
of thefirst but Norton tallied two
inthebottom of theinningtotake
a2-1lead. Bainter doubled and
Bolt and Dreher both singled and
Bainter and Bolt scored.

Neither team scored in the sec-
ondinning. Haysscoredthreeruns
inthetop of thethird to lead 4-2.

Norton tallied one run in the
bottom of the inning when Bebb,
Bainter and Bolt walked and
Dreher singledand Bebb scoredto
makeit a4-3 game.

In the bottom of the fourth,
Norton scored two more runs to
take a 5-4 advantage. Hamel,
Keiswetter and Stanley walked
and Bainter singled. Keiswetter
and Stanley scored.

Haystiedthescoreat 5-all with
one run in the top of the fifth but
the Blue Jayswonitwitharunin
the bottom of the fifth. Bolt and
Dreher both singled and Ulmer
walked and Bolt scored the win-
ning run.

Norton had seven hitsin the
game. Dreher was leading hitter
with aperfect 3 for 3. Bolt was 2
for 3and Bainter was 2 for 2.

Boltwasthewinningpitcher.He
gaveup just two hits, walked two
and struck out two batters.

Spencer Scott was the losing
pitcher.

TheBlueJayslost the nightcap
5-0.

Haysscored four runsinthetop
of thesecond and oneinthetop of
thefourth.

Norton had no hitsinthegame.
Thewinning pitcherwasRule. He
struck out 11 Norton batters and
walked four.

Bolt started on the mound for
Norton. He pitched one and one-
half inningsand gave up two hits.
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Bainter relieved him and pitched
three and one-half innings. He
gave up four hits.

Hosted Plainvillein double-

header

On July 8, Norton played
Plainville a doubleheader in
Norton.

The Blue Jays lost the opener
17-3.

Painvilletalied six runsinthe
top of the second inning, seven
runsinthetop of thethirdandfour
inthetop of thefourth.

Norton’sonly runs camein the
bottom of thefirst stanza. Bainter
singled, Ray got on base via an
error, Bolt singled and Hamel
walked and Bainter, Ray and Bolt
scored.

Norton had just threehitsinthe
game. They wereby Bainter, Bolt
and Stanley.

Hamel was the losing pitcher.
He gave up seven hits, walked 11
battersand struck out one.

T. Ruder was the winning
pitcher.

Norton played much better in
the nightcap but still lost 6-4.

Plainvillescored oneruninthe
top of thefirst and Norton tallied
two in the bottom of the inning.
Bainter walked, Ray doubled and
Bolt and Stanley both walked.
Bainter and Ray scored.

Plainville scored one more run
in the top of the second to tie the
scoreat 2-all.

The Cardinalsadded four more

runsto their total in thetop of the
fifthto givethema6-2 lead.

Norton tallied two runsin the
bottom of the fourth to make the
final 6-4 in favor of the visitors.
TheBlueJay runscamewhenBolt
singled, Stanley, Hamel and Lane
walked and Bolt and Stanley
scored.

Norton had just four hitsinthe
game. They camefrom Ray, Bolt,
Hamel and Lane.

Bolt wasthelosing pitcher. He
gave upjust two hits, walked one
batter and struck out five.

J. Becker was the winning
pitcher.

Played doubleheader at
Phillipsburg

Norton played a doubleheader
at Phillipsburg on July 12.

The Blue Jays lost the opener
10-6.

Nortonscoredoneruninthetop
of thefirst when Bolt singled and
tallied.

Phillipsburgtalliedeight runsin
their half of thefirsttotakeacom-
manding 8-1 lead.

The Blue Jays scored another
runinthetop of the second when
Bebb singled and scored.

The Panthers scored their final
two runsin the bottom of the sec-
ondtotakeal0-2lead.

The Blue Jaystallied four runs
inthetop of thefourthtomakethe
final 10-6. Stanley singled, Bebb
got on baseviaafielder’'schoice,
Hamel walked, Ulmer singled and

Bainter walked. Stanley, Bebb,
Hamel and Ulmer all scored.

Norton had five hits. Bolt was
theleading hitter; hewent 2for 3.

Bolt was the losing pitcher.
Phillipsburg had 10 hits, nowalks
and six Panther battersstruck out.

Wood wasthe winning pitcher.

The nightcap was much closer
but Phillipsburg emerged a 7-6
winner.

Norton scored three runsin the
topof thefirstinning. Boltwalked,
Stanley and Hamel both singlec
and Keiswetter walked. Bolt,
Stanley and Hamel scored.
Phillipsburg scored four runsin
the bottom of the second.

The Blue Jaystallied one more
runinthetop of thethirdtotiethe
score at 4-all. Stanley and Hamel
walked and Stanley scored.

In the bottom of the fourth, the
Pantherstallied twiceto take a 6-
4|ead.

Norton scored two more times
inthetop of thefifthtotiethescore
at 6-all. Stanley got on baseviaan
error, Hamel walked and both
scored.

The Pantherswon it 7-6 with
fina runinthebottom of thefifth.

Nortonhadfour hitsinthegame.
They camefrom Stanley, Hamel,
Bebb and Mindrup.

Hamel was the losing pitcher.
Hegaveupjust threehits, walked
two and struck out five batters.

Clint Capps was the winning
pitcher.

Norton American Legion baseball
team to play In Zone Tourney

(Continued on Page 8)
pitcher.

Phillipsburg gained some re-
venge of their ownwith an 18-10
win over Nortonin the nightcap.

Nortontook a3-Oleadinthetop
of thefirstwhen Foley walkedand
Keiswetter and McChesney both
singled and Foley and K el swetter
tallied.

The Blue Jays extended their
lead to 5-0inthetop of thesecond
when Foley walked and
Keiswetter and Daniels singled
and Foley and K ei swetter scored.

Phillipsburg scored onceinthe
bottom of the second and Norton
tallied once inthetop of thethird
when Davisand Mindrup walked
and Davisscoredtoput Nortonon
top 6-1.

ThePanthersscoredsix runson
sevenhitsinthebottomof thethird
totakeanarrow 7-6 lead.

Four runsby theBlueJaysinthe
top of thefourth put them back on
top 10-7. Keiswetter, McChesney
andDurhamall singledand Davis
clearedthebaseswithahomerun!

But, Norton was held scorel ess
therest of theway asPhillipsburg
added four runs in the bottom of
thefifthand seveninthebottom of
thesixthtowin 18-10.

Nortonhadninehits. K eiswetter
was3for4attheplateand Daniels

and M cChesney wereboth2for 4.

Bailey was the losing pitcher.
He gave up 20 hits, walked eight
and struck out five batters.

Wickham was the winning
pitcher.

Split with Osborne

Norton shutout Osborne 7-0in
adoubleheader opener in Norton
on Tuesday of thisweek but lost
the nightcap 8-2.

TheBlueJaystook a2-Oleadin
thebottom of thefirstinningwhen
Keiswetter, Daniels, Bailey and
Burtonall singled and K ei swetter
and Daniels scored.

Nortontalliedthreemorerunsin
the bottom of the third when
Danielswalkedand Davis, Bailey
andMindrupsingled, andDaniels,
Davisand Bailey tallied.

Norton’sfinal tworunscamein
the bottom of the fourth when
Foley was hit by a pitch and
walked, Davis walked, Bailey
doubled and Burton and Durham
both singled and Foley and Davis
scored to makethefinal 7-Oinfa-
vor of Norton.

The Blue Jays had 11 hits.
Bailey was 3 for 3 at the plate.
Burton and Mindrup were both 2
for 3.

Mindrup was the winning
pitcher. Heallowed only oneBull-
dog hit, walked one batter and

struck out five. Osborne got their
only hitinthefirstinning; after that
they werethreeup, threedownthe
rest of the game.

Worley wasthelosing pitcher.

Osborne scored one run in the
top of thefirstinning of the night-
cap. Nortontiedthescoreat 1-1in
thebottomof theinning. Foley and
K eiswetter bothsingledand Foley
tallied.

Osbornescored twiceinthetop
of thesecondtotakea3-1leadanc
three more runsin the top of the
third to extend their lead to 6-1.

TheBlueJaysscoredtheir fina
run in the bottom of the third to
make it 6-2. Bailey singled and
McChesney tripled him home.

Osbornetackedononeruninthe
top of thefourth and oneinthetop
of thefifthtowin 8-2.

Nortonhadjugt six hitsinthegame
Bailey went 2 for 3attheplate.

McChesney started on the
mound for Norton. He was re-
lieved in the second inning by
Durham, who suffered the loss.
Durhamwasrelievedinthefourth
inning by Keiswetter, who was
relieved in the fifth inning by
Bailey.

Osborne had eight hits, walked
eighttimesandsix Bulldogbatters
struck out. Michel was the win-
ning pitcher.
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