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Norton boys first at invi

By DICK BOYD

Forthesecondstraight year, the
BlueJaysboyswonthechampion-
ship of the Norton Invitational
CrossCountry Meet at the Prairie
Dog Golf Course south of town.

The Norton Community High
girlsteam took second in the sea-
son opener on Thursday..

Var sity boys

Norton scored 36; followed by
Phillipsburg, 74; and Ness City,
87.

Fifty-four varsity boys com-
peted in the race, which is about
3.4 miles, alittle longer than the
average.

Norton freshman Zach Bainter
ran away fromthefieldtowinthe
individual championshipin 18
minutes,45 seconds.

Buddy Metz, Phillipsburg, was
secondin18:51, followed by Tan-
ner McNinch, Ness City, 19:03.

Nortonjunior Kent Mann puton

agreat finishingkick toedgeKyle
Merklein, Phillipsburg, for fourth.
Mann was clocked in 19:12 and
Merkleinin19:13.

They were followed by Clint
Bain, Ness City, 19:16; Norton
junior Jared Engelbert,19:20; Jus-
tin Joslyn, Hoxie, 19:22; Bryce
Marble, Northern Valley, 19:23
and Norton junior Logan
Keiswetter, 19:24.

Junior Jared Bebb placed 18th
for Nortonin20:11, whichwould
havebeen 10thinlast year’ smeet.

Norton sophomore Tanner
Griffith was 27th in 20:51 and
sophomore David Counter was
34th placein 21:29.

Varsity girls

Wheatlandwonthevarsity girls
championship with 46 points.
Norton was second with 61 and
Phillipsburg scored 72 for third.

Norton freshman Laura Lee
Baird got her high school cross
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Norton freshman Laura Lee Baird sprints toward the fin-
ish line far ahead of the rest of the field to win the girls
championshipin the Norton Cross Country Invitational
Meet on the Norton Golf Course on Thursday. It was
Baird’sfirstever cross country race and her victory helped

the Norton girls to a second place team finish.

- Telegram photo by Dick Boyd

country career off to agood start
by leadingtheentire2.2milerace
and finishingin 13:58.

Phillipsburg'sSydneeCole, last
year’swinner in 15:30, ran faster
than last year and was second in
14:24 thisyear.

ThirdplacewenttoHaley Wolf,
Ellis, 14:43 and fourth to Lara
Hartmann, Ness City, 14:52.

They were followed by fresh-
manKaralJo Jones, Norton,15:12;
AleeGillespie, Wheatland, 15:15;
Becky Helm, Oberlin, 15:20;
Emily Coca, Phillipsburg, 15:23;
Kimber Weiser, Wheatland,
15:27; and Marie Demmin, Hill
City, 15:33.

Norton senior Karlie Jones
placed 17th in 16:19, seven sec-
onds faster than she ran last year
when she placed fifth.

Sophomore Karlynn Kent was
21st in 16:56 and junior Morgan
Bailey, 28thin 18:27.

Junior varsity boys

Norton dominated the junior
varsity race but team scoreswere
not kept.

TheBlueJaystook thefirst, sec-
ond, third 12th, 14th and 16th.

Junior Camilo Bricenowonthe
racein 20:34 and freshman Cody
Nickell was second in 21:19.
Sophomore Luke VanSkike took
thirdin 21:48.

SophomoreAndrew Black was
12th in 24:25; sophomore Bryce
Engelbert,14th, 25:30; and senior
PhilipVanDer Weele, 16th, 26:17.

Placing for Northern Valley
were Casey Dole, fourth, 22:17,
and Stanton Nelson, 10th, 23:18.

Junior varsity girls

Norton did not have any junior
varsity girlsrunners.

Northern Valley’s Amanda
Hopkinswontheracein17:49and
Husky Jena Jessup was fifth in
19:40.

“Our runners did a great job
fromjuniorvarsity tovarsity,” said
Norton Coach Deyton Hager.

“I thought goinginthat wecould
haveagood day if wejust got out

tational

andranand didn’t think about the
achesand painsthat have seemed
to bother usin practice.

“1 washopingthat our boysvar-
sity timesthat | have been seeing
in practice would be here today
and they were better.

“1 don’t think | have ever been
as proud of the way my boysran
asl amtoday. They didasuperjob.

“We knew Zach would be our
front runner but just didn’t know
if he would be the runner who
would beinfront at theend of the
racel

“Although Zach isafreshman,
he showed alot of poise and con-
trol.

“Kent Mann had oneof thebest
finishesthat | have ever seen on
thistough course.

“But, theteamtitlewasnot won
by just these two boys; the whole
team madethevictory possible.

“Inthegirlscompetition, itwas
no surpriseto me that Laura Lee
ransowell andaway fromthepack
theway shedid.

“Sheis one of the best | have
seencominginasafreshman. She
will improve astheyear goesby.

“KarJo also did an outstanding
job asafreshman!

“1f we become healthy and get
Amber Overlease back in the
lineup, wewill sneak up on some
good teams down the road. But,
keepinmind, itisalong road.

“I really didn’tthink that Camilo
wouldcomeoutandrunashardas
hedid. Histime was so good that
hewill be on the varsity team for
our next race.

“Cody Nickell isanother junior
varsity boy who we are going to
dipinthat varsity lineup, duetoa
great timeinthisrace.”

Saturday Norton will be at the
Wamego Cross Country Meet.
Competitionwill beginat 10a.m.

“Thisisavery hardcourse,” said
Coach Hager. “But, | like going
back to back on two very hard
courses. It will show us just how
goodweare.”
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Norton freshman Zach Bainter ran away from the rest
of the field to win the boyschampionship inthe Norton
Cross Country Invitational Meet on the Norton Golf
Course on Thursday. It was agood start for Bainter’s high
school cross country career and helped the Blue Jays win
the boys’ team championship. - Telegram photo by Susie Marble

Norton tennis team takes fifth in tourney

By DICK BOYD

Norton Community High
School varsity girls tennis team
placed fifth in thetough ten-team
Colby Varsity Invitational Tourna-
ment on Saturday.

Colby won the championship
with 37 points, followed by
Phillipsburg, 30; Liberal, 23;
Osborne, 22; Norton, 21;
Goodland, 19; Scott City, 18; Gar-
den City, 14; Ulysses, 11;
Plainville, 4.

“Overall, | waspleasedwithour
performance,” said Norton Coach
Jim Green.

No.1doubles

Norton’sNo.1 doublesteam of

senior ChelleDonovanandjunior
Hannah Mills placed second.

In their first match, they de-
featedLibera’sMaddiePlunk and
Jessica Lash 7-1. Next, they shut
out Garden City’s Amber Prince
and Jara Strickland 7-0.They
outpointed Scott City’s Kelsey
Tankersley and Amanda Murphy
7-1in their third match. In their
final pool match, they shutout
Beth Kreie and Mindy Rouski of
Ulysses 7-0.

Asthewinner of their pool, they
played Phillipsburg’s Allison
Dusin and Kayla Jarvis, the win-
ner of theother pool, for thecham-
pionship. TheLady Pantherspre-

Norton team unable to cash In
on Oakley miscues Friday night

By DICK BOYD

TheOakley Plainsmendowned
the Norton Blue Jays, 24-3, at
TravisField on Friday inthefirst
high school football game of the
season for both teams.

First quarter

Oakley kicked off and Blake
VanEaton returned the ball for
Nortontothe 26-yard-line. Quar-
terback Luke Pfannenstiel got a
good start with two keepers for
seven yards but a procedure pen-
alty cost the Blue Jaysfiveyards.
Pfannenstiel was sacked on third
down and Chris Davis punted.

The ball rolled dead on the
Oakley 46 andtheNortondefense
limited the Plainsmen to three
downs and out. Running back
Calder Keller gained nothing as
Davis tackled him. Quarterback
Chase Sperber gained just two
beforeAndrew Ablesbrought him
down. Oakley tried to pass but it
wasincompleteandthePlainsmen
punted.

Nortonfumbledthepunt recep-
tion and Oakley pounced on the
ball ontheNorton 22. After apass
fell incomplete, Keller got loose
around the left end to score.
Sperber passed to end Paul
Kuhlmanintheend zoneonafake
kick to make the score 8-0 for
Oakley with 8:04 left in the first

quarter.

VanEatonhadagoodKkickoff re-
turn. He broke several tackles as
heranto the Norton 37. Fullback
ChrisDavisplowedupthemiddle
to the 45. Pfannenstiel lost three
onakeeper but VanEatonreversed
field and got loose on third down
andwasfinally run out of bounds
ontheOakley five.

Itlookedasif theBlueJayswere
abouttotiethescore. Davisgained
nothing, then VanEaton bulled to
thetwo. A third-downpasswasin-
complete and VanEaton lost one
on fourth down, turning the ball
over to Oakley.

Norton’'s defense was equally
tough on Oakley’s first two
downs. Robert Cooksey was
stopped for no gain and Kelly
Younkingainedjust three. Anil-
legal procedure penalty against
Oakley broughttheball back tothe
three. Sperber got loosefor afirst
down on the 15 and a face mask
penalty against Nortonmovedthe
ball to the 22.

Twoplayslater and Sperber had
carried the ball to the Oakley 47.
After Younkin made nothing, a
bad pitch by Sperber ended up on
the ground and Pfannenstiel cov-
eredit for Norton onthe 34.

Davis plowed ahead for four
yards. A pass was incomplete,

Pfannenstiel was stopped for no
gainandafourthdownpassfellin-
complete, giving the ball back to
Oakley onthe 30.

The Blue Jays got another
break on Oakley’s first down
whenthePlainsmenfumbled and
Davvid Stanley fell ontheball for
the Blue Jays on the 25. Norton
fumbled onfirst downand recov-
ered after a two-yard loss.
VanEaton got the call and was
stopped for no gain as the first
quarter ended with Norton trail-
ing 8-0 despite playing much of
thetimein Oakley territory.

Second quar ter

A Pfannenstiel passfell incom-
pletetostart thesecond quarter. On
fourth down, Pfannenstiel passed
complete to wide receiver Clay
Madden but hewasjust short of a
first down and Oakley regained
possession.

Once again, Norton’s defense
held and forced Oakley to punt.

Offsetting penalties required
another punt by the visitors and
Pfannengtiel returnedit. Ablockin
the back penalty against Norton
puttheball back ontheNorton42.
VanEaton burst through the line
for afirst down onthe Oakley 43.
Davis found a big hole made by
center Nic Lewis, right guard Pat
Burton and right tackle Davvid

Stanley and ran to the 34.

VanEaton ran up themiddlefor
afirst down on the 28. Norton’'s
blocking up front continued and
Davis carried the ball to the
Oakley 21. VanEatonlost threebut
Davismade up for it ashe bulled
to the 20. On fourth and two,
VanEaton caught a screen pass
fromPfannenstiel andweaved his
way totheeight for afirst down.

It looked as if the Blue Jays
would tie the score but it didn’'t
happen. Pfannenstiel washitashe
pitched to Todd Bolt and the ball
went awry and on the ground.
Bolt recovered on the 14.
Pfannenstiel wassackedonthe17
and aflat pass to Davis carried
just totheeight.

Onfourth down, Coach Graber
called on William Wilhiteto kick
afield goal. Wilhite put the ball
throughtheuprightsfrom24yards
out, making it an 8-3 game with
5:37 left inthe half.

Daviskicked off for Nortonand
Ables stopped Sperber with a
bone-jarring tackleonthe Oakley
27.Cooksey handledtheball four
straight plays, once on aflat pass,
and moved the ball to the Norton
40. Sperber sneaked for afirst
down but abad | ateral onthe next
play put the ball on the ground

(Continued to Page 12)

vailed 7-0 and Norton finished
second.

“Our best entry so far in this
young season continuesto be the
No.1 doubles team of Chelle
DonovanandHannahMills,” said
Coach Green.

No.lsingles

Senior Jessica Cook played
No.1singlesfortheL ady Jaysand
placed seventh.

She lost 1-7 to Rachel Fink,
Colby; drew abye; lost 1-7 to
AshleeCupell, Liberal; andlost 0-
7 to Melinda Schremmer,
Phillipsburg.

In the finals, she played Resa
Dowell of Ulysses and defeated
her 7-5to place seventh.

“JessicaCook continuestoim-
proveat No.1singles,” said Coach
Green.

No. 2singles

Junior Lisa Jones played No.2
singlesfor Norton and placed sev-
enth.

She lost 0-7 to Logan Wark,
Colby; lost 1-7 to Vanessa
Owings, Plainville; lost 3-7 to
Trista Henderson, Scott City and
defeated Niki Eveleigh, Ulysses,
7-5.

In the finals, she defeated
Norton sophomore Ashley
Maybon, who was playing for
Goodland, 7-3, to place seventh.

“Lisa Jones made some major
improvementson Saturday,” said
Coach Green. “Her rallies lastec
longer and she moved her oppo-
nentsaround the court.”

Inpool play Maybonlost 4-7to
Brittany Newacheck, Liberal; lost
4-7 to Sarah Gregory, Osborne;
lost 1-7 to Sara Fawver,
Phillipsburg; and defeated Ellen
Huschka, Garden City, 7-5.

No.2 doubles

Juniors Reesa VVolgamore anc
Kayleigh Brooks played No.2
doubles for the Lady Jays anc
placed seventh.

They lost 1-7 to Jena McCall
and Sandy Johnson, Goodland;
lost 5-7 to Amanda Cupell and
StephaniePiper, Liberal; defeatec
Heidi Smith and Heather
Waechter, Ulysses, 7-3 and de-
feated Kali Asher and Whitney
Cole, Phillipsburg, 7-5.

In the finals, Volgamore anc
Brooks played Jeni Wolters and
AndreaKoops, Oshorne, and de-
feated them 7-2 to place seventh.

“Reesa Volgamore and
KayleighBrooksstruggledalittle
biton Saturday but still haveposi-
tiveattitudesandwork very hard,”
said Coach Green.

Norton is playing today in the
Phillipsburg Quadrangular, which
wasto beganat 1 p.m.
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