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EVery voter
should have say
on Sunday Sales issue

The Norton City Council changed its mind about Sunday liquor
sales, and that’s just fine — up to a point.

The council decided to allow Sunday sales of packaged beer
and alcohol in the city during its Aug. 17 meeting.

Last week, it backed off and rescinded the resolution.

Why?

Because opponents wanted a vote, and it would have cost the

city $3,000 for an election.

OnJuly 20, the council learned that some business people
would like to be able to sell packaged liquor on Sunday.

Itis legal to sell beer and alcohol by the drink in the city on a
Sunday, but not to sell bottles of liquor or wine or beer.

The council felt it would be good for business to allow the

change.

At the second reading of the ordinance two weeks later,
though, several people appeared to protest the change. Again at
the third reading on Aug. 17, a couple more protests were made.

However, the council decided to go ahead and allow the
change with the thought that if enough people were against the
idea, they could pass a petition to have an election.

And that’s just what happened.

A petition was put together and collected 226 signatures. The
county clerk checked those against the list of registered voters

and found that 202 were valid.

Since a petition only required 5 percent of the registered voters
from the last November election, or 130 in the city of Norton, the
county would hold a special election within 45 days unless the

city changed its mind.

The council decided that it didn’t want to spend $3,000 for a
special election and backed down.
All that is well and good. We can understand why the city

doesn’t want to “waste” $3,000.

But we think that the issue should be put on the next general
ballot because, while 202 voters signed against the issue, that is
still less than 10 percent of those registered to vote.

We don’t want to see 5 to 10 percent of our population hold the
other 90 to 95 percent hostage on any issue because the city,
county or state is unwilling to spend the money to hold an elec-

tion.

When the time comes to put this issue on the ballot, someone
will note that it will cost money to do so.

So beiit.

When we stop having elections because of the cost, we are in

serious trouble.

For less than earth-shaking issues, like the Sunday sales, we see
no reason that the vote can’t be put off for a while. But, if this
issue was important enough for the council to pass a resolution, it
isimportant enough for us to pay a little for it to go to all the

voters.

— Cynthia Haynes

WRITE:

TheNorton TelegramencouragesL et-
terstotheEditor onany topicof publicin-
terest. Letters should be brief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed and
carry theaddressand phonenumber of the
author.

We do not publish anonymous | etters.
We sign our opinionsand expect readers
todolikewise.

Wedonot publishformlettersor |etters
about topics which do not pertain to our
area. Thank-yous should besubmittedto
theWant Ad desk.

Letterswill not be censored, but will be
read and edited for form and style, clarity,
lengthandlegality. Wewill not publish at-
tacks on private individuas or businesses
whichdonot pertaintoapublicissue.
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THERE'LL BE

IN THE

PLENTY OF TIME
FOR TALK OF
WHETHER T'LL RON
FOR REELECTION

MONTHS AREAD... |
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BUT FOR NOW
LeT's JUST FOCUS
ON MY
LONG LISt OF
ACGOMPLISHMENTS
AS GOVERNOR,

Photographer digs digital camera

ince | bought my digital cameraa
ear ago, I’ve become ahazard at
ome and on the highway.

My eyes are always scanning for a
“photo opportunity.” Y ou never know
when | might spot something | think is
worthy of being capturedintime.

A few weeks ago, that was me parked
on the shoulder of the highway. | was
standing on the trunk of my car trying to
getapictureof water standinginterraces.

Birdsaregreat subjects, but I’m prob-
ably not patient enough. | alwayswant to
becloser, but assoonasyoumove, they’re
gone. Thank goodnessfor zoom lenses.

People are still my favorite subjects.
Littlekidsarethebest. They areso unin-
hibited. If | cancapturethemunaware, it's
perfect.

It helpsthat | haveapresspass. People
forgive you when you say, “I need up
front. I’ mwiththenewspaper.” And,I’m
pushy enough to worm my way into the

Who'stosa
A plainseast of Denver, westarted
referringtoitas” Our Lady of the

BarrenPlain.”

Obvioudy Cathalic, itwasnothinglike
thefrou-froumodernarchitectureof sub-
urban churches. Hard aside I-70 at
Watkins, it had no neighborhoodsaround
ittofeed aparish.

It has the form of a classic Roman
church from a century ago, and it turns
out, that’ spretty muchwhat itis.

St. Isadore the Farmer is the home
church now in Denver of the St. Pius X
Society, that group of Catholicsformed
after the Vatican Il conference of the
1960stofight changeand preservetheold
ways.

It snot fair to say the group split from
thechurch; they wouldtell youthechurch
splitfromthem. Butthenamesof thepope
andthearchbishop of Denver arechiseled
indelibly intothecornerstone—inLatin.

Wehad been curiousabout the service
at St. Isadore, but leaving Denver on a
Sunday, we' re often not dressed theway
thisparishlives: Coat, tie, dressshoesfor
men; dresses and head covering for
women. We had the clothes last week,
though, even if Cynthia did haveto bor-
row alace mantillato cover her head.

It's hasn't been that long since these
things were part of Catholic worship
around theworld, and not just inthe Ro-
man church. When | joined the Episcopal

s the church was rising on the

Out Back

Carolyn Plotts

best spot for ashat.

Digital cameras are the cheapskate's
answer to photo processing. This morn-
ing, | took adozen picturesof abeautiful
rosebud Jim brought intome. Itis, liter-
aly, thelast rose of summer.

If | had to pay for film processing, |
might have snapped one, two at themost.

With my digital camera, | “posed” the
“posy” infront of different backgrounds.
| used the flash in some, without in oth-
ers. | tried to blur the background while
focusing on the flower. | laid it down, |

kept it in the vase. The variations were
endless.

And now with on-line photo process-
ing,it’ sasimplematter of e-mailingyour
photofiles. Inaday ortwo, your printsare
sent back to you, and you only buy the
onesyou want.

Thetechnological ageiswonderful.

Two weeks ago, | bought a cell phone
withacamera. My argument toget it was
itwouldhelpmeinmy work. | couldtake
apictureat aremotelocation, e-mail itto
the office and it would be there before
presstime.

Y ou know all the earthquakes, natural
disasters and terrorist activities we have
goingonout here. Wouldn’t want tomiss
athing.

[tworked. | havemy new cameraphone
and Jim hasanew power tool. Fair trade.
—ob—

Here' sapoint to ponder: Can an athe-
ist get insurance against “ acts of God?’

who's right or wrong?

Onthe

Prairie Dog
Steve Haynes

church in the 1960s, you wore atie and
|adies were expected to cover the heads.
[tdidn’tlastlong.

Thereformsof that eraswept traditions
away from all the mainstream churches,
but nonechanged moredramatically than
the Catholics.

A lot of peopledidn’tlikeit.

ArchbishopMarcel Lefebvreof France
ledthePiusX movement, citingtheol ogi-
cal groundsto cling to the old ways, es-
pecially the“tridentine” LatinMass. The
protest not just about form, but substance.

So St. Isadoreisachurchfrozenintime,
TheMassbook comesfromthe 1962 mis-
sal, thelastoneissuedinLatin. Itincludes
agood Englishtranglation for thosewho
can’t follow the Latin, and these days,
who can?

Thereisaschool now, struggling, but
teaching the old ways to new students.
Bingo isthe big fund-raiser, and please,
Father says, the parish really needs the
money fromextrasess onstomakebudget.

For the 10 a.m. service, though, the

pews are only half full. There are fewer
oldtraditionaliststhanyou might expect,
but lots of young, conservative ex urban
families.

There' sascattering of Hispanics, many
of them older couples. And afew you
wouldn’t expect — a biker in leathers,
wearingascarf for atie; aguy inamull et
and leisure shirt, straight fromthe’ 70s.

Except for a more modern Colorado-
styleroof, thechurchisfinished notinthe
style of the last century, but the one be-
fore.

The kneelers are wood, the altar rail
mounted on cold marble. Did you ever
consider how much harder marbleisthan
wood?Meneither, until then.

Theusherskneltflat onthemarblefloor
for five minutes before communion. It
aplace, andaservice, moreabout penance
than celebration.

In his sermon, the priest talked about
why it’ sasinto eat meat on Friday, even
if youlikefishbetter, and, | swear, pushed
indulgences.

It' simpossibletoknow who'’ sright and
who's wrong in these arguments. I’ m
comfortableseeingthosewhoclingtotra-
dition havetheir timeand place.

St. Paul said we won’t know these
things until it'stime, and then we'll un-
derstand. Meantime, the harm done i<
mostly in the animosity that develops
when onegrouptriestoforceitswayson
any other, inany church, inany time.

LETTERTO THEEDITOR:
Tootsle Rolls to help those with developmental disabilities

TotheEditor:

Developmental Servicesof Northwest
Kansaswould liketo wish all of thearea
Knights of Columbus organizationsin
northwest Kansasthebest of luck asthey
conduct their annual TootsieRoll Drive.

For many years, people with devel op-
mental disabilities have benefited from
the generosity and hard work of the
Knights. Wetruly appreciate their kind-

nessand support.

TheConsumer Medical Fundof Devel -
opmental Services of Northwest Kansas
was established due to the contributions
madethroughtheTootsieRoll Drive. This
fund helps people with disabilities with
thecost of medical itemsand carethat are
not covered by Medicaid, such as dental
expenses and adaptive equipment. We
hope that everyone will take thetimeto

donate through this great effort by your
local Knights.

Once again, good luck and thank you
for making the medical needs of people
with developmental disabilities one of
yourtoppriorities. Y ou’ remakingagreat
differencein peopl€e'slives.

SteveKaeil, director of development
Developmental Services
of Northwest Kansas, Hays



